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O MASTER of the heart! whose magic skill 
The close recesses of the soul can find, 
Can rouse, becalm, and terrify the mind, 

Now melt with pity , now with anguish thrill ; 

Thy moral page while virtuous precepts fill. 
Warm from the heart, to mend the age design'd. 
Wit, strength, truth, decency, are all combin'd 

To lead our youth to g<^d , and guard from iU. 

long enjoy what thou so well hast won ; 
The grateful tribute of each honest heart. 
Sincere, nor hackneyed in the ways of men: 
At each distressful stroke their true tears run«; 
And Nature , unsophisticato by Art, 
Owns and applauds the labours of thy pen. 
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PREFACE, 



.0 



*rHS following History is gjiven 
in a Series of Letters, written 
principally in a double, yet sepa- 
rate correspondence ; 

Between two young ladies of 
virtue and honour, bearing an in- 
violable friendship for each otber, 
and writing not merely for amuse- 
ment, but upon the most interest- 
ing subjects; in which every pri- 
vate family, more or less, may 
find itself concerned: and. 

Between two gentlemen «f free 
lives; one of them glorying in his 
talents for stratagem audinven- 
tiou, and communicating to the 
other, in confidence, all the secret 
purposes of an intriguing head 
and resolute heart. 

But here it will be proper to ob- 
serve, for the sake of such as may 
apprehend hurt to the morals of 
youth, from the more .freely 
written letters that the gentle- 
men f though professed libertines 
as to the female sex, and making 
it one of their wicked maxims, to 
keep no faith with any of the in- 
dividuals of it, who are thrown 
into their power, are not, how- 
ever, either infidels or jscofiPers; 
nor yet such as think themselves 
freed from the • observance of 



those other moral duties whidi 
bind man to man. 

On the contrary, it will be found, 
in the progress of the work, that 
they very often make such reflect 
tions upon each other, and each 
upon himself and his own actions, 
as reasonable beings mmt make, 
who disbelieve not a future state 
of rewards and punishments, and 
who one day propose to reform — 
One of them actually reforming, 
and by that means giving an op- 
portunity to censure the freedoms 
which fall from the gayer pen and 
lighter heart of the other. 

And yet that other, although in 
unbosoming himself to a select 
friend, he discovers wickedness 
enough to entitle him to general 
detestation, j^rcserves a decency, 
as well in his images as in his 
language , which is not always to 
be found in the works of some 
of the most celebrated modem 
winters, whose subjects and char- 
acters have less warranted the 
liberties they have taken. 

In the letters of the two ^roung 
-ladies, it is presumed, will be 
found not only the highest exer- 
cise of a reasonable anoprac/tccr^ ' 
friendship, between minds 
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dowed with the noblest principles esteemed by the man whose heart 
efvirtne and religion, out occa- was so corrapt, that he could 
■ioiiaHj interspersed, such de- hardly beliere human nature cap-' 
liMcy of sentiments, particularly able of the purity, which, oneyery 
with regard to the other sex; such trial or temptation, shone out in 
instances of impartiality, etich lierg, 

freely, as a fundamental principle | Besides the four principal per-' 
of their friendship, Dlaming,' sons, several others are introduced, 
praising, and setting right the whose letters are characteristic: 
. other, as are strongfy to be re- • and it is presumed, that there will 
commended to the observation of be found in some of them, but 
the younger part (more especially) ' more especially in those of the 
of female readers. | chief character among the men. 

The principal of these two [ and the second character an^onlg 
young ladies is proposed as an the women, such strokes of gaiety, 
exemplar to her sex. Nor is it fancy tapd humour, aawilfenter- 
sny objection to her being so, tain and divert; and at the same 

. that she is not in all respects a time both warn and instruct 
p^ect character. It was not | Ail the letters are written while 
only natural, but it was necessary, • the hearts of the writers must be 

^ that she should have some faults, supposed to be wholly engaged in 
were it only to shew the reader, their subjects (the events at the 
how laudably she could mistrust time generally dubious): so that^ 
and blame herself, and caiTy 1o they Abound not only with critical ' 
her own heart, divested of self- situations, but with what ma^ be 
partiality,the censure which arose called instantaneous descrijitions 
nrom her own convictions, and that and reflections (proper to be 
even to the acquittal of those , be- , brought home to the breast of the. 
cauisie revered characters^ whom youthful reader); as also with 
no one else would acquit, and affecting conversations; many of ' 
to whose much greater faults her them written in the dialogue or 
errors were owing, and not to a dramatic way. 
weak or reproach able heart. As ^^iliacAmor^livelyandaffecting, 
far as is consistent with human says one of the principal char- 
frailty, and as far as she could be actcrs, (Vol. VlL p. 117.) must be 
perfect, considering the people the style of those who write in the 
she had to deal wi&, and those height of a present distress; the 
inth whom she was inseparably mind tortured by the pangs of un- 
connected, she tV perfect To have certainty (the events then hidden 
been impeccable, must have left in the womb of fate); /Aan the dry, 
nothing for the Divine Grace and narrative, unanimated style of 
aPurined State to do, and carried a person relating difficulties and 
our idea of her from woman to dangers surmounted, can be; the 
^a such' is she often relater perfectly at ease; and. if 
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himself umoved by his own story, 
not likely greatly to affect the 
j^eader." 

' What will be found to be more 
particularly aimed at in the 
following w6rk,* is ~ to i^am the 
inconsiderate and thoughtless of 
the one sex, asainst the base arts 
and designs of specious contrivers 
of the other — to cautjpn parent^ 
against the undue exercise of their 
natural authority over their Chil- 
dren in the great article of marr 
riage — to warn children against 
preferring a man of pleasure to a 
mail of probity, upon that danger- 
ous but too commonly received ^6' 
tion,7Aa/ a reformed rake makes ike 
heat Husband — bu^; above ally to 
investigate the highest and most 
important dootrfnes not only of 
morality, but of Christianity, by 
snewing them thrown into, action 
in the conduct of the toorihy char- 
acters; while the unworthy ^ who 
set those doctrines at defiance, are 
condignly, and , as it may be said, 
consequentially punished.. 

From what has been said, con* 
•iderate readers will not epter 



upon the perusal of the piece be* 
fore them, as if it were designed 
only to divert and amuse. It wiU 
probably be thought tedious to all 
sujch as dip, into At, expj^ting a 
tight Aoeel , or trdmitory romance; 
and look upoii the story in it 
(interesting as that is generally 
allowed to be) as its sole eni^ 
rather than as a vehicle ta the 
instruction. 

Different persons, as mic^t be 
expepted, have been of different 
opinions, in relation to the cour 
duct of the heroine in parti- 
cular situations; and several 
very worthy.person9 have objected 
to the general catastrophe, and 
other j;)£urts of the History. What^ 
ever is thought material of these 
shallHlie taken notice of bj waj.id 
P08T8CBiPT,atthe conclusion of thfl^ 
History; for this work being adr. 
dressed to the public as a histoxy.- 
of life axid manners, those parts of 
it which are proposed to eany. 
with them the rorceof ahexamp^' 
ought to l)e as unobjecitionable as.. 
is consistent with the deisign of ihi, 
whoUjBXidmiik human nature* 
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NAMES OP THE PBINCrPAL PEBSONS. 



Jfili Clarissa ttarlowe, ... A young \SLdy of great bMQty a&d merit. 
Robert Lovelace , Esq. . . . Her admirer. 

Jafkes Harlifwe , Esq Father of ClwlSM. 

Mrs. Harhwe, His lady. 

iames llarlowe, Tlietr only son, 

Arabella Their elder d^aughter. 

Mm Harlowe, Esa Elder brotbet of James Harlowe, ten. 

Antonu Harlowe, Esq. .... Third brother. 

Roger Snlmes , Esq Anadmtrerof Olarlssa, fkvoured by ber friends. 

Mrs. Hervett, Half-sister of Mrs. Harlowe. 

9i» Jhllff Hervey , Her daughter* 

Um ^uiliih VA..f«i. JA woman of great piety and discretion, who had m. 

Mrs,9iiaunmrten, . . . .^ principal share In the education of ClarrUsa. 

CM. Wm.Mordon, Anear relation of the Harlowes. 

JRm Howe (The most Intimate friend, companion, and eorrespond- 

Jfrt. ^0100, Her mother. 

(^karles fHekman , Esq. • . • Aiiadmirer of Miss Howe. 
Earl of If. Uncle to Mr. Lovelaca. 

SS^X'tt^; : : :< "'^'^ «">.•.«.•»««««"• 

Jit. l^ewim* A worthy divine. 

Mr, Blias urattd ,..,.., A pedantic yoang clergyman. 

Dr.ti,', i A httmane physician. 

Mr, GojiHard, . An honett and skilful apothecary. 

iohn Relford . Esq. Mr. Lovelaoe^s principal intimate and oonfldanU 

Richard Mowbray , \ 

J^s^mHiUe'', ' ; : : : : : [=•«'•• "^«^»"* ^^^^ ^' ^'- Lovelaee. 

nomas Belion, / 

Mrs. Moore,. . . , A widow keeping a lodging-honse at Qunpstoadl 

Miss Rawlins, A notable young gentlewoman 4hene. 

Mrs, Bewis , A lively young widow of the same plaoe.*^ -*' " >> 

Mrs Sinclair /The pretended ju^e of a pxlvate bDOthel^fcecpw sti. 

/««»« <r^» !.•...». $The assumed name of a vile pander to the debaneh^ 

Capi, Tomhnson, ..[ ^rlesoiUf. Lovelace. 

^yUorion', \ ! '. '. ! ! fJAsslstaata of, and partners with, the infamous Sinclair. 
Vorcas Wykes, , Aa lurtful sesvaat^ the vile boose. 
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laee, as it may be well supposed^ 
vet bath he and Mr. Sjmmes 
blame your family for the treat- 
ment they gave him when he went 
in person to inquire after your 
brother*^ health, and to express 
his tcoBcem for what had nap- 
pep^d. 

They say, that Mr. Lovelace, 
could hot . avoid drawing his 
swofrd : and that either your bro* 
ther's upskilfulness or passion left 
him froin the very first pass en- 
tirely in hiii power. 

This, I am told, was what Mr. 
Lovelace said upon it; retreating, 
as he spoke: **Have a care, Mr. 
Harlowe — your violence puts you 
out o£ your defence. You give me 
too Qiuch advantage. For your 
sister*8 sake, I will pass by every 
thing: -if-" . 

But this the more provoked his 
rashness, to lay himself open to 



LSTTEB I. 
HiM Anna Howe to GlariiM Harlowe. 

Jan. 10. 

I AM extremely concerned , my 
dearest friend, for the disturb- 
ances that have happened in your 
&mily. I Imbw how it must hurt 
you to become the subject of the 
public ttjOLt and vet upon an oc- 
casion so generaUy known, it is 
impossiUe bat that whatever re- 
lates to a young lady whose dis- 
tingiushed merits have made her 
the public care, should engage 
every body's attention. I long to 
have the particulars from your- 
self^ and of the usage I aih told 
you receive upon^an accident you 
could not help; and in which, as 
far as I can learn , the sufferer wais 
the aggresiKyr. 

Mr. Diggs, the rargeon, whom I 
sent for at the iunt hearing of the 

rencomitei', to inquire, K>r ymtr the advantage of his advers'ary -— 
sidce, how yonr brother Was, told who, after a slight wound given 
me, that Uiere was no danger from him in th« arm, took away his 
the wound, if there were none sword. 

fromthe fever; which it seemahad There are people who love not 
beenincreasedl^ the perturbation your brother, because of his na* 
of his spirits. - tural imperidusnees and fierce and 

Mr, wyerley drank tea with us uiicontrolable temper: these say^ 
yesterday; sxkd though he is far -that the young gentleman's pas- 
f^m being -partiid to Mt. Love- ! sion was abated on seeing his 
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blood gash plentifiilly down his 
arm; and that he received the 
eenerons offices of his adversary 
(who helped him off with his coat 
and waistcoat, and bound up his 
arm, till the surgeon could come) 
with snob patience, as wis far 
from making a visit afterwards 
from that adversary to inquire 
after his health , appear either in- 
snlting or improper. 
•Be this as it may, every body 
pities you.' So steady, so uniform 
m your conduct: so desirous, as 
you always said, of sliding through 
life to the end of it unnoted; and, 
as I may add, not wishing to be 
observeaeven for your silent bene- 
volence; sufficienUy happy in the 
nobld consciousness which attends 
it : rather useful than glaring ^ your 
deserved motto; though now^ to 
your regret pushed into hlaze, as 
I may say: and yet blanked at 
home for the faults of others-— 
how must such a virtue suffer on 
every hand I — Yet it must be al- 
lowed, that your pr^ent trial is 

but proportioned to your. prud- 
ence. ■ 

As all your friends without 
doors are apprehensive that-some 
other unhappy event may result 
irom so^ violent a contention, in 
^hich it seems' the families on 
both sides are now engaged, I 
ifiust desire you to enable me, on 
the authority of your own in- 
formation ^ to do you pccasional 
justicfei ' . 

My mother, and all of us, like 
the rest of. the world, talk of 
nobody but you on this occasion) 
and' of the consequences which 



may follow from the resentments 
of a man of Mr. Lovelace's spirit; 
who, as he gives out, has oeen 
treated with high indignity by 
jonr uncles. My mother will have 
it , that you cannot now , with any 
decenby, either isee- him ^ or eor- 
respond with him. She is a good 
deal prepossessed hjr your uncle 
Antony; who occasionally calla 
upon us, as yon know ^ and on this 
rencounter, has represented to hei 
the crime Which it would' ibe in a 
sister to encourage a man who i» 
tp wade into her fy^ytwr (this was 
his expression) thronghitne blood 
of her brother. . j.il i 

Write to me tberefore^my dear^ 
the whole of your stoiy from tiie 
time that M^r. Loyreiace. "was fint. 
introduced 'into your family i and 
particularly an account of all tiiat 
passed between him and your 
sister; aboi^t which there ans ^* 
ferent reporti;, aom^ peo^ 
scrupling not to insinuate that the 
younger^ sifter has stolen. a lover 
from the elder^: and pray write in 
so full a, manner as nia^ satisfy 
those who know, not so nmch of^ 
yoiir affairs as I dOi. If any^ thing* 
unhappy should fall .eat from the 
violence of such i^iriis as you 
have .to 4oal withy your aeoouint 
of all things previous, to it will be 
yous best justifusaiion. 

You see what you dmw ttpOB 
yourself b^. exc^)lin|^ all your aex. 
Every individual- of. it, who knows 
you^.or has. heard of you, seema to 
think you answerable to;Asr for 

Sour condiiu^t in point! aa very d^ 
cate and cpnoemiag. 
Every c^ye, in ahoc^ ia upon yon 
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witii fhe «x]^ctstlx>ti bf an ez-i 
ample. I wi«h to 'heftteit: ;|^oii 
were* at liberty to pntaue' your 
own methods : . all would th^n , i 
dare say, be eaKy, andlioiioarably 
ended; But I dread your' direc- 
tors and directresses; for your 



LBTfTBjB JX» 
' Harlowe Place , Jan. 1^,' 

' Howyon oppress meyihy dearest 
friend, with you)r politeness I' i 
cannot doubt your sincerity; but 



motlier , admirably well ifuatifled you should take care that j^oii givb 

as she is to lead, must submit to me not reason fromyour kind t^ftr-^ 
lie led. Your siMer and brother tiatity to "call in question youir 
wilLeertainly put you out of your 'judgment You do pot distinguish 



that I take many admirable nints 
from you, and ha^ the art to pass 
them upon you for my own : for in 



course. 

, But this is a point yott will not 

permit me to expatiate upon: 

Sardoa me therefore, and I have' all you'do, in allyou'say , nay,. hi 
one. — Yet, why should I say, ] your very looks (so Animated I) you 
pardon me? When your concerns ' give lesson^ to one who loves, yba 
are my concerns? When your I and observe's vou as I love ajid 
Honour is my honour? When I |obsef?eyou, without knowing thiit 
love you, as never woman loved you do — So pray, my dear, be 



another? And when f<m have al- 
lowed of that concern and of^that 
love ; and' have * for years , which 
p per8<ms so young* may be called 
many, rankM in uie first'dai^s of 
your^ends, 

Your ever eratefnl and 
affectionate, 

AunaHows. 



moresparrtf^cdPyoui^praiseforthe 
fhtnre, test affcer this eohfSessibn 
we should suspect that you secretljr. 
intend to praise yourself, while 
you woula be thought only to 
commend another. 

Our family has indeed been 
strangely discomposed. — piscofn- 
posed) — It has been in tumultSy 
ever since the unhappy transact 
Will you oblige me with a copy of tion ; and I have borne; aU^ thQ 
, the preamble to tbe olanses in I blame;. yet should hare had too 
:. your grandfather'a wiU imyotir^much concern from myself, had V 
* favour; and allowme to sendit been more justly spaied h^eVetf' 
to injraunt Harman?— ^ She is oneelse. : '^ 
>. very desirous to see it. . Yet your For, whether it he owing fo ' a * 
eharaeier has so charmed her, faultv impatience, having been too- 
that, though a stranger to you indulgently treated to be inured to* 
personally, she assents to the blame, or to the remt I have to' 
preference ^iven you in that | hear tiiose censured on my ao- 
' will, before she knows the testa- 1 count whom it is my duty to viudi- 
tor^s reasons fbr giving you that cate; I have sometime wishied». 
preference. .that it had pleased God to. ha- 
I taken me in my last fever, wfa^ 
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kid mnj hfAfn lore aad cood 
opbAon^^ hat ofUner tiiat I had 
nefer,beea dvtiiigiittbed bf mj 
modfather 90 1 wm: mee Hurt 
3kt2iiet;on]ia# e*lnni|;edfr0aiaie 
■17 farotber'f and futer's affee* 
tiaa« ;at least, baaraifed ajealon^ 
wiib regard to tfae appmiendcd 
IkTOur dT my two noelet. that bow 
and then orenhadowa tiicv lore. 

Kx hrotber betng happily re- 
eorered of hiaferer, aodhis wound 
in a hopefol way, althoogfa he has 
not yet rentorM ahroad, I will be 
90 particular aa yon denre in the 
little history yon demand of me. 
But hear en forbid that any thing 
•honld erer happen whieb may re* 
qujre it to be produced for the 
pttfpote vou mention 1 

X will Degin, as you command, 
with Mr. Lovelace*s address to my 
sister ; and be m brief as possible. 
I will recite facts only; and leare 
you to Judge of the truth of the 
^'report raised that the younger 
s.bter has robbed the elder. 

It was in pursuance of a con- 
ference between Lord ijL. and my 
uncle Antony, that Mr. Lovelnco 
[my fiither;Ana mother npt forbid- 
ding] paidfliisrespectstomy sister 
Arabella. My brother was then 
in Scotland, busying himself in 
viewing the condition of the con- 
sldeiaole eitate which was Ictfthim 
tnere by his generous godmother, 
together with one at considerable 
In xorlcshire. I was also absent 
at my JJairy-fuiu^e, as it is called*, 

, ^ Her fffftiAlflithori In ordov to Invito 

i|<ir to htm s« oft«n «■ her other ftrlenda 

would Npuro hori Indulgud hcrlncrect< 

ISV iMf\ ^tHiiff U|) ft iliinry*houio in her 

^ Isstt. Wh«n flalihed, H was ao 
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bsjciali^^to 
granfliaMwe 
toderisetOBaB; 
a year an left ta 
Bsy iniDeeliea, althoogh I 
aawtn tbe whole iato mr fill 




myfiUhot^a 
power* 

My ■siermadenae a risH then 
the day after Mr. Liorelaee had 
heea mtrodoeed; and seemed 
highly pleased with the gentle- 
man. His birth, his fortone in 
possession, a doar 2000f. ayear, 
as Lord M. had assmed iny UDele;. 
presamptire heir to that nohle<> 
man's large estate: his great ez- 

J>eetations from Lady Suah Sad^ 
eir, and Lady Bettr Lawrence; 
who with . his uncle interested 
themselres rery warmly (he being 
the laat of his line) to see him 
married. 

. 'So handsome a man! -^ O her 
beloved Clary!' (for then she was 
ready to love me dearly, from the 
overflowings of her good humour 
on his account!) Ue was but too 
handsome a man for her I — Were 
she but as amiable as somebody^ 
there would be a probability of 
holding his affections! — For he 
w4s wild, she heard; very, inld, 
very gay; loved intrigue ~r but he 
wa$ young ; a man ofgense: would 
see bis error, could she biitfaave 
patience with his faults, if his 
faults were not cured hy mar- 
riage!' 

much admired for ita elegant simplicity 
and conrenienoe,' that the whole aeat 
(before , of old time, from its aitoation 
called rke Gr*>ve) wm generally known 
by the name of the "The Ufutt/'honte. Her 

SrandfMthcr in particulnr waa fond of 
aving It ao called. 
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Thus she ran on; and then 
wanted me ''to see the charming 
man ,* as she called him. . — Again 
concerned, * that she was not band- 
some enough for him;* witii, 'a 
sad thing, that the man should 
have the advantage of the woman 
in that particular! — But then, 
steppmg to the glass^ she compli- 
mented herself, ''that she was 
veij well: that there were many 
women deemed passable who were 
inferior to herself: that she was 
always thought comely; and 
i eora^Iiness, let her tell me, having 
"aotsomuch to lose as beauty had, 
would hold, when that would eva- 
porate or fly off: nay, for that 
matter, [|eina agiun she turned to 
.^e.gli^ss] her features were not 
iirregjiilar; her eyes not at all 
lamiss." And I remember they 
.were more than usually, brilliant 
^t that time. *' Kothinff, in short, 

«b^e found jfault with, uiough no- 
in^yery engaging she doubted 
— wad there, Qlary f ** 
J. £xcus'0^ me, my dear, I never 
was |hiip' particular before; no, 
g^ to you. .Nor would I now have 
4vnt.tet thus freely of a sister, but 
that she makes lamerit to my bro- 
ther of disowning that she ever 
liked' him ; as I shall mention here- 
after: and then you will always 
h4ve me giveyou minute descrip- 
tions, iior sufier me to pass by the 
air and manner in which things 
are spoken, that are to be taken 
notice of; rightly observiug, that 
air and manner often express more 
tiian the accompanying words. 
I congratulatedCher upon her 



. prospects. . She rec.eiYje<dtiny com- 



pliments with a great deal of self- 
complacency. 

She liked the gentleman| still 
more at his next visit: and yet he 
made no particular address to her, 
although an opportunity waagiven 
him for it This was wondered at, 
as my uncle had introduced him 
into our family declaredly as a vi«. 
siter to my sister. But as we are 
ever ready to make excuses when 
in good humour with ourselves for 
the perhaps not unwilful slights of 
those whose approbation we wish 
to engage ; so my sister found out 
a reason much to Mr. Lovelace's 
advantage f<^ his not improving 
the opportumtv that was given 
him. — It was bashfulness, truly, 
in him. [Bashfulness in Mn Love- 
lace, my dear !] — Indeed, gay and 
lively as he is, he has not the Ipoh 
of an impudent man. But I fancy ,1 
it is many, many years ago since 
he was bashful. 

Thus, however, could my sister 
make it out — ''Upon her word 
she believed Mr. Lovelace, de- 
served not the bad character he 
had as to women. — He was re^lv, 
to her thinking, a modest man. He 
would have spoken out she be- 
lieved: but once or twice a^ he 
seemed to intend to do so, he was 
under so agreeable a -confusion! 
such a profoundrespect beseemed 
to shew her! a perfect reiferencef 
she thought: she loved dearly that 
a pian in courtship should shew a 
reverence to bis mistress" — so. 
indeed we alljdo, I believe: and 
with reason : since^ if I may judee 
frpm what I have seen in many &- 
milies,' there is little enough p 
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•hewn afterwards. — And she told 
inj auntUervey, that she would 
be a little less upon the reserve 
next time he came: ''She was not 
one of those flbttty not she, who 
would give pain to li person that 
deserved to oe well- treated ; and 
tiie more pain for the greatness of 
his value for her.** — I wish she had 
not somebody whom I love in her 
eye. 

In his third visit, Bella go vemied 
herself b^ this kind and consider- 
ate principle: so that, according 
to her own iiccount of the matter, 
the man might have spoken out. — 
But he was still 6a^//^': he was not 
able to overcome this unseasonahU 
rever^ce, So this visit went off 
as the former. 

But now she began to be dissa- 
tisfied with him. She compared 
his general character with this his 
i^arttcular behaviour to her; and 
havine never been courted before, 
owned herself puzzled how to' deal 
with so odd a lover. '* What did 
the man mean, she wondered? 
Had not her tincle brought him 
declaredly as a suitor to her? — It 
oottid not be bashfiilness (now she 
thought of it) since he might have 
opened his mind to her uncle, if he 
wanted courage to speak directly 
to her. — Not that she cared much 
for the man neither: but it was 
right, surely, that a woman should 
be put out of doubt early as to a 
man*s intentions in such a case as | 
this, from his own mouth. — But, 
iihily, she hadbe^un to think, that 
he was more solicitous to cultivate J 
her mammals good opinion, than 
hers I — Every body , she owned, * 



admired her mother's conversa- 
tion; but he wa^. mistaken if he 
thouffht respect to herniotheror»/y 
would do with her. And then, for 
his own sake, surely he should put 
it into her poSver to bd complaii 
sant to him , if Jie gave her reason 
to approve of him. .This distant 
behaviour, she must take upon h^r 
to say. Was the more extraiordinary, 
as he continued his visits, and de- 
clared himself extremely desirous 
to cultivate a friendship with the 
whole family; and as he could 
have no doubt about her sense , if 
she might take upon her to join 
her own with the general opinion ; 
he having taken great notice ofl 
and admired many of her good 
things as they fell from her lips. 
Reserves* were paitiftil , she must 
needs say, to open and free spirits, 
like hers: and yet she must tell my 
aunt*' (to whom all this was di- 
rected) <*that she should never 
forget what she owed to her sezj 
ana to herself. Were Mr. Lovelace 
as unexceptionable in his morala 
as in his ngure , and were h^ to 
urge 'his suit ever so warmly." 

r was not of her council. I was 
still absent. And it was agreed 
upon between my aunt Hervey and 
her , that she was to be qiiite so- 
lemn and shy in his next visit, if 
there were not a peculia]:ity in Ms 
address to her. 

But my sister it seems had not 
considered the matt^ well. This 
wasnottiieway, as it proved, jto 
be taken for matters of mere. omis-^. 
sio% with a man of Mr. Lovelace's 
penetration. Nor with any mlui; 
since if love has not taken root' 
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deep enough to cause it to shoot 
out into declaration, if an oppor- 
tunity be rairly given for it , tnere 
is little room to expect, that the 
blighting winds or anger or re^ 
sentment wjll bring it forward. 
Then lAj poor sister is not natUr^ 
ally good-numouted. This is too 
Well-known |a truth for me to en- 
deavour to conceal it, especially 
from yon. She must therefore , I 
doubt, have appeared to great dis- 
advantage when she aimed to be 
worse-tempered than ordinary. 

How they manased it in their 
next conversation! Know not. One 
would be tempted to think by the 
issue, that Mr. Lovelace was un- 
generous enough to seek the oc- 
casion given *, and to improve it. 
Yet he thouffht fit to put the ques- 
tion too; — but, she says, it was 
not till, by some means, orotlief 
(she knew not how) he had wrought 
ner up to such a pitch of displea- 
sure with him, [thut it was impos- 
sible for her to recover herself at 
the instant. Nevertheless he re- 
ureed his question, as Cxpectinj^ a 
deifinitive answer, without waiting 
for the return of her temper, or 
endeavouring to mollify her; so 
that she was under a ncjcessity of 

gersisting in her denial: yet gaye 
im reason to think she did not 
dislike his address , only the man- 
ner of it: hrs court being rather 
made to ner mother thaii to her- 
selfi as if he was sure of her con- 
sent at any time. 
A. good|encouraging deniid, I 

'iBeeHr. Iiovebkce^a letter', Mo. x^zf. 
in which, he briefly accomitSifoc his «oa- 
duct in this •flUr. 



If 

must own : 7- as was the rest of 
her plea; to wit, "A diBinclination 
to change her state. — Exceeding- 
ly happy as she was: she never 
could be happier!*' and such-like 
consenting negatives , as I may call 
them , and yet not intend a reflec- 
tion upon my sister: for what can 
any young creature in the likecir-.< 
cumstances say, when she is not 
sure but a too ready consent may 
subject her to the slights of a sex 
that generally values a blessing 
either more or less as it is obtained 
with difficulty or ease? Miss Bid- 
dulph's answer to a copy of verses 
from a gentleman, reproaching 
our sex as acting in disguise, is not 
a bad one , although you peihapi 
may think it too acknowledging 
for the female character. 

Ungen^ons lex! — to ■eom.ui.if we'ra 
kind; 
And yet upbraid us if we seem set ere I 
Do jroii , t^ encoarage na to tell oor mind, 
Yonrselvea put off fUsg^^i «od b«( 
sincere. 
You talk of coqaetrv! — Your own false 

hearts 
Ctnnpel ova box. to act diaaembHng parte. 

Here I am obliged to lay down 
my pen. I will soon resume it. 
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And thus, as Mr. Lovelace 
thought 'fit to take itj had he his 
answer from my sister. It was 
with vei*y great regret , as he pre- 
tended, [1 doubt the man is an 
hypocrite, my dear] that he ac-. 
quiesced in it. **So much deter 
ilainedness: such anoblefirmn< 
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whb had aot deMnred dinnipeet 'that wjM 
firomoorCuiiilT: Irat astoliisad* Whatever was lib iMdve lor a 
dnsiBtpiiieyVitaaieKnratioa.ai paticnee aa gtmenOj bdjepad to 
aboT6| on mj fiUher'a party that Mroatofhisiiaiialchaneicr, and 
he woald determiiie nofthiiig with* vfaere the olgect . of his addraaa 
ont hk son. Hy diacretioa as to waiMUipo^ad to beof lortmieeott* 
thereatwafeoimdedin:foratiUI ndemble eaao^ to engage hit 
had the same objections as to the wannest attention^ he oertaialf 
man: nor would I, when we were eseuied manj mortifieationa by 
better acquainted, hear anj thing it: tor while mj &ther saspeaded 
but general talk from him: his apnTobatltm till raj brathcr^a 
gtrlng him no opportunitj of arriyal, Mr. Lovelaee reeeired 
conversing with me m private. from eveiy one those civilities 
He bore this with a resignation which were due to hb birth: mod 
Utile expected j&om his natural although we heard from time to 
temper, which is generally re* time reports to his disadvantage 
ported to be quick and hasty ; un- 1 with regard to morals, yet coidd 
used it seems from childhood to | we not question him upon them 
(^eck or controL. A case too without ^vin^ him greater ad- 
common in considerable families vantages in his own opinion than 
where there is .an only son: and 'the situation he was in with us 
kin mother never had any other would Justify to prudence; since 
child. But, as I have Iheretofore it was much more likely. that his 
told you, I could perceive, not- address would' noi be .allowed of, 
withstanding this resignation, than that it u^y/<f. .. 
that he had so good an opinion of | And thufi. was he admitted ta 
himself y as not to doupt, that converse with our family almost 
his person and acoompliBhments' upon his own terms; for while my 
would insensibly engage me: apd fri6nds saw nothing in his be- 
could that be once done, he told haviour but what* was extremely 
my aunt Hervey, he {should hope, respectful, and observed in him 
from so steady a temper, thatnis no violent importunity, they 
hold in , mv affections would be seemed to haye taken a great 
durable : while my sister account • likinjg; to his conversation : while I 
ed for his patience in another considered him only as a common 
manner, which would perhaps gue^t when he came; and thou^i 
have had more force if it hadcoipe myself no more concerned; in his 
from, a person less prejudiced: visits, nor at his Qntrance and de- 
**That the man was not fond of parture, thanai^yoth^ofthefar 
marrying. at all: that he might mijy. 

perhaps have half a score of ,mis- { But this indifference on my side 
&esses: and that delay might be' was th9 memiB of .pveoiuing him 
at oo^Te&iant |br his romy^ a? for one very gwat fulvai^t^ig^s ii^e 
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apQn it was grounded that corre* 
Bpondence by letter which sop- 
oeeded ; — *• and which, had it been 
to be beffun when the family ani- 
mosity broke out, would never 
have been entered iato on my 
part The occasion was this : 

My uncle Hervey has a youD^; 
gentleman entrusted to his care, 
whom he has thoughts of sending 
abroad , a year or two hence, to 
make I the grand tour, as it is 
called; and finding Mr. Lovelace 
could give a good account of 
every thing necessary for a young 
traveller to observe upon such an 
occasion , he desired him to write 
down a description of the courts 
and countries he had visited , and 
what was most worthy of curiosity 
in them. 

He consented, on condition 
that I would direct his subjects, as 
he called it: and as every one 
had heard his manner of writing 
commended; and thought his nar* 
ratives might be agreeable amuse- 
ments in winter evenings; and 
that he could have no opportunity 
particularly to address me in 
them, since they were to be read in 
full assembly before they were 
given to the [young gentleman, I 
made the less scruple to write, 
and to make observations, and put 
(questions for oor further informa- 
tion — Still the less perhaps as I 
love writing; and those wno do, 
are fond, you know, of occasions 
to use the pen: and then, having 
every one^s consent, and my uncle 
Hervey's desire Ihat I would 
write, I thoi|ght that if I had been 
the only scrupulous person, it 

CkHmu L 



I 



ould have shewn a particularity 
hat a vain man might construe to 
lis ; advantage; and which my 
later would not fail to animadvert 
ipon. 

. Yqu have seen some of these 
etters: .and have been pleased 
rith nifi account of persons, 
49fes4. and things v and we have 
^otn kffreed , that he was no com- 
Qon qpserver upon what he had ' 
seen. 

My sister herself allowed that 
the man had a |tolerable knack of 
writing and describing: and my 
father, who had been abroad in 
his youth, said, that his remarks 
were curious, and shewed him to 
be a person of reading, judgment, 
and taste. 

Thus was a kind of corre- 
spondence begun between him 
and mei, with general approba- 
tion; while every one wondered 
at, and was pleased with, his pa- 
tient veneration of me; for so they 
called it. However, it was not 
doubted but he. would soon be 
more importunate, since his visits 
were more frequent, and he ac- 
knowledged to my aunt Hervey a 
passion for me, accompanied with 
an awe that he had jnever known 
before; to which he attributed 
what he catted his but seeming ac- 
quiescence with my father's plea- 
sure, and the distance I kept him 
at. And yet, my dear, this may 
be his usual manner of behaviour 
to our sex; for had not my sister at 
first all his reverence f 

Meantime, my father^ezpecUng 
his importunity, kepi in readiu^ " ' 
the reports he had heard id 

si 
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SMt^ff^j to charge tbem upon 

]ibi[i<tlmHrilB 80 maii^f objeetioiiB to 

fAi iiAxefiB' And it was highly 

agreenhl^ to me that he did so: it 

would hav^been strange if it were 

not; since tb^. person who oould 

K'ject Mr. Wyei?ey*s address for 

thetfkke of hit fret fipmiim$f must 

have been inexcusame, had she a^jpain on the subject; assuring^ 

notrejectedanother^snir^his/iwft'him, that if he did, I would re- 

* turn both, and never write an- 



asked me the next time he caooe 
to Harlowe Place , if I had nol re- 
ceived such a one from him? — I 
told him 1 should never answer 
one so sent; and that I had waited 
for such an occasion as he bad 
now given me, to tell hhn so^ I 
desired him therefore not to write 



practices, 

But I should own, thaH»,-^ 
letters he sent me upon thegt^ 
wural subject, he more than once 
indosed a particular '^k>ne, decia* 
ring his passionate regards forme, 
ana complaining, with fervour 
enough, of my reserves: but of 
these I took not the least notice; 
for, as 1 had not written to him 
at all , but upon a subject so gen- 
eral » 1 thought it was but nght 
to let what he wrote upon one so 



other line to him. 

You cannot imagine how 
saucil V the man looked; as if, in 
shortyhe was disappointed that he 
had not made a more sensible im- 
pressioii upon me: nor, when he re- 
collected himself (as he did imme- 
diately), what a vissible straggle 
it cost him to chan^ his haughty 
airs for more placid ^nes; But f 
took no notice of either; for I 
thought it best to convince him, 
particular pass off as' if I had • b^ the coolness and indifference 
never seen it; and the rather, as! with which I repulsed Bis forward 
I was not then at liberty (from the ' hopes (at the same time intendm^ 
approbation his letters met with) to avoid the affectation of pride or 
to break off the correspondence, vanity) that he was notconsider- 
unless I had assigned the true able enough in my eyes to make 
reason for doine so. Besides, with ' me take over-ready offence at 
an his respectful assiduities, it what he said, or at his haughty 
was easy to observe , (if it had not looks: in other words, that 1 bad 
been his general character) that not value enough for him to treat 
his temper is naturally haughty ' him with peculian^ either by 
and violent; and I had seen too smiles or frowns. Indeed he bad 
much of that untractable spirit in cunning enouf^ to give me, unde- 
■ly brother to like it in one who signedly, a piece of instruction, 
hoped to be still more aeariy re« which tau^t me this caution; for 
lated to me. he had said in conversation once, 

I had a little speeimen of this ^'Thatifa man could not make a 
temper of his npcai the very occa> .woman in couilship own herself 
■MM 1 have mentioned: mt 9d\er' pieastH with him, it was as wmch^ 
bfthadaealne a thiid particular and oftentimeB mors to hia pnt^ 
widi Aa goMial oaai hft'poM,tomakeher«i^v3rwithhim.*' 
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I must break off here, but wil1« Mr. Lovelace was Alwuys i^>ted 

continue the subject the very first for his vivacity and courage } 99^ 

opportunity. Meantime , 1 am . no less j it seems , for the switt aip4 

Your most affectionate friend surprising progress he made in aU 

and servant, ;' parts of literature:- for diligence 

Cl. Uarlowx. Un his studies in the flours of 

f study, he had hardly bis equaL 
i This it seems, was. his general 
J character at the university; and 
I i^ gained him miuiy frieods among 
Jan. 15. J the more learned ; while those who 

SucH,mydear,wa8 the situation did i^ot love him , feared himf by 
Mr. Lovelace and I were in when reason of the -offence his vivacity 
my brother arrived from Scot- made him too ready to give, and 
1 and. of the courage he shewed in anp^ 

The moment Mr. Lovolace*s porting the offence when given; 
visits were mentioned to him, he, which procured him as many fol- 
-vviliiout eitlior liesitation or apo- lowers as he pleased among the 
l<jgy, expressed his disapproba* mischievous sort. — No very ami • 
tiou of them. He found great able character, you*li say, upon 
flaws in his character; and took , the whole. 

the liberty to say in so manyj But my bro therms temper was 
words, that he wondered how it not more happy. His native 
came into the heads of his uncles haughtiness could not bear a su- 
to encourage such a man for eiiher periority so visible; and whom we 
bf his sisters : at the same time re- fear more than love, we are not 
turning his thanks to my father far from hating; and haviQg less 
for declining his consent till he ar- command of his passions than the 
rived, m such a manner,! thought, other, he was evermore the sub- 
as a superior would do , when he ject of his perhaps indecent ridi- 
commciided an inferior for having culc: so that they never met witl^- 
well performed his duty in his out quarrelling: and every body, 
absetice. I either from love or fear, siding 

He justified. hiB avowed invete- with his antagonist, he had a most' 
racy hy common fame, and byjuueasv time of it while botheoU:. 
^hat he had known of him at col- tinued in the same college* — It ' 
lose'^ declaring, that he had ever was the less wonder therefore that 
hated hiin: ever should hate him; a young man who is not noted for 
and woula never own him for a the gentleness of his temper, 
brother, oi" ^^ ^ ^ sister, if I ' should resume an antipathy early 
married' J**"™' | begun, and so deeply rooted. 

That ^^^7 antipathy I have | He fouud my sister, who waited 

x,^,^A Vncounted for in this man- . but lor the occasion, ready to j^^" 

^'^'^ tnim in his-xesentnientsajEauif 

ner. . . . ^^ 
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Jman he hated. She utterly dis- 
^aimed all manner of regard for 
him: *' Never liked him at all: ~- 
bis estate was certainly much en- 
cumbered: it was impossible it 
should be otherwise; so entirely 
devoted as he was to his pleasures. 
He kept no house; had no equi- 
page: nobody pretended that he' 
wanted pride: the reason there- j 
fore was easy to be guessed at." 
And' then did she boast of, and my 
brother praise her for, refusing 
him: ana both joined on all occa- 
sions to depreciate him , and not 
seldom made the occasions; their 
displeasure against him causing 
every subject to run into this, if it 
began not with it. 

I was not solicitous to vindicate 
him when I was not joined in their 
reflections. I told them, I did not 
value him enough to make adiffer- 
jence in the family on his account: 
knd as he was supposed to have 
given too much cause for their ill ' 
opinion of him, I thought he ought | 
to take the consequence of his own 
faults. 

Now and then, indeed, when 
I observed that their vehemence 
carried them beyond all bounds 
of probability in tlieir charges 
agamst him,"! thought it but 
justice to put in a word for him. 
But this only subjected me to re- 
proach, as having a preposses- 
sion in his favour which 1 would 
not own. — So that when I could 
not change the subject, I used to 
retire either to my music, or to my 
doset. 

Their behaviour to him, when 
^bfijroould ttot help seeing him,> 



was very cold and disobliging; 
but as yet not directly afirontive. 
For they were in hopes of pre- 
vailing upon my father to forbid 
his visits. But as there was no- 
thing in his behaviour, that might 
warrant such a treatment ot a 
man of his birth and fortune, they 
succeeded not: and then they 
were very earnest with me to for- 
bid them. I asked , what autho- 
rity 1 had to take such a step m 
my father's house; and when my 
behaviour to him was so distant, 
that he seemed to be as much the 
guest of any other person of the 
family, themselves excepted, as 
mine? — In revenge, they told 
me, that it was cunning manage- 
ment between us; and that we both 
understood one another better 
than we pretended to do. And at 
last they gave such a loose to their 
passions, all of a sudden*, as I 
may say, that instead of with- 
drawing, as they used to do when 
he came, they threw themselves 
in his way purposely to affront 
him. 

Mr. Lovelace, you may believe, 
very ill brooked this: but never- 
theless contented himself to com- 
plain of it to me: in high terms, 
however, telling me, that but for 
my sake , my brother's treatment 
of him was not to be borne. 

I was sorry for the merit this 
gave him in his own opinion with 
me: and the more, as some of the 
afiPronts he received were too 
flagrant to be excused: but-, I told 
him, that I was determined not 

* The reason of this thefr more openly 
iliowa aaimosU/ is given in Letter zUL 
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^0 fall out with my brother, if I yet chose to limit himsdf to.ioi^ 
could help it, whatever faults he annual sum, and to decline eq[u^.^ 
had: and, since the^ could not page, in order to avoid beiog;, 
see one another with temper, obliged to his uncle and auntar, 
should be glad that he woula not from whom £e miffht have whai-^ 
throw himself in my brother*s money he pleased; but that jhe 
way; and 1 was sure my brother was very jealous of their control :\ 
would not seek Jam, had often quarrels with them ; ana 

He was very much nettled at, treated them so freely, that they' 
this answer: but said, he must , were all afraid of him. However^ 
bear his affronts if I would have it that his estate was never moffc* 
so. He had been accused himself ^aged, as my brother had heard j 
of violence in his temper; but he it was; his credit was always hi^b^, 
hoped to shew, on this occasion, ' and the man believed, hewasoy 
that he had a command of his pas- ' this time near upon, if not quite^; 
sions which few young men, so clear of the world, 
highly provoked, would be ablej *'He was a sad gentleman," he' 
to shew; and doubted not but it said, *^a3 to women: — if hia 
would be attributed to a proper ^ tenants had pretty daughtersi ' 
motive by a person of my gcnero- thcv chose to keep them out of hiiB 
sity and penetration.' sight. He believed he kept no 

My brother had just before, ' particular mistress; for he had; 
with the approbationof my uncles, I heard newelly^ that was the man*8 
employed a person related to a | word, was every thing with him* , 
discharged bailiff or steward of But for his uncles* and aimta*' 



Lord M. who had had the manage 
ment of some part of Mr. Love- 
lace's affairs (from which he was 
also dismissed by him) to inquire 
into his debts, after his compa- 
nions, into his amours, and the 
like. ' 

'hf.y aunt Hervey, in confidence, 
gave me the following particulars 
of what the p^aii said of him. 

'* That he was a generous land 



teasings, the man fancied he 
would not think of marriage: he 
was never known to be disguised 
with liquor; but was a great 

g letter, and a great writer: that 
e lived a wild life in town, by. 
what he had heard: had six. or' 
seven companions as bad as him- 
self; whom now and then he' 
brought down with him ; and the ^ 
country was always glad when> 



lord : that he spared nothing for , they went up again. He would 
solid ^and lasting improvements 'have it, that although passiohate|| 
upoil^ his estate; and that he'he was good-humoUrea; loveilas' 
looked into his pwn affairs, and. well to take a jest as to give one;' 
understood them : that he had and would rally himself upon o" 
been very e^pe)^siV,e when abroad; casion the freest of any man 
and contracted a large d^bt (for ever knew." . 
he made no secret of his affairs) ; This was his charactet frpo 



9d 

Aemj; for, as mj aunt observed, 
cnmv thing the man said com- 
mendably of him came grudgingly, 
witil a I^nist needs say — Tn tlo him 
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would of himself discontinue his 
visits, or go to town; where, till he 
became acquainted with our fa- 
mily^ he used chiefly to reside: 



juitice^irc, while the contrary was 'and m this latter case he had no 
deKv'ered with a free gooa-will.| reason to expect, that I would 
And this character, as a worse was , receive, much less answef^ his let- 
expected, liiough this was badters; the occasionwhich had led 
enough , not linswering the end of; roe to receive any of his being by 
inquiring after it, my orothet ftnd this time over, 
^ter were more apprehensive But my brother's antipathy 
than before, that his audreSswdtitd would not permit him to toait for 
be encouraged, since the worst [such an cvent^, and after several 
part of it was known, or supposed, j* excesses, which Mr. Lovelaqe still 
when he was first introduced to my 'returned with contemj^t^ and a 
abter. ^ flritughtiness too much like that of 

But, with regard to myself, Ijthe Hggressor, nw brother took 
must observe in his disfavour, that upon himself to fill up the door- 
notwithstanding the merit he .way once when be came, as if to 
wanted to make with me for his [oppose his entrance: and Upon 
patience upon my brother's ill- his asking for me, demanded what 
treatment of him, I owed him no ! his business was with his sister^ 
compliments for trying to con-| The other, with a challei^mg 
cSliate with ^m.' Not that I believe air, as my brother says, told him, 
it would have availed any thing if he would answer a gentleman uny 
he had made eversuch courteither | ouestion ; but he wished, tl^at Mr. 
to him or to my sister: yet one James Harlo we, who had of late 
might have expected from a man given himself high airs,, would re- 
ef fiis politeness, and ft'om his pre- member that he was not, now at 
tensions, you know, that he would college. 



have been willing to try. Instead 
of which, he shewed such a con- 
tempt both of my brother and 



Just then the good Dr. Lewen, 
who frequently honours mc with a 
viatl of conversation, as he is pleased 



sister, especiallpr my brother, as to call it, and had parted with me 
was construed into a defiance of in my own parlour, came to, the 
them. And for me to have hinted . door : and hearing the words, inter- 
at an alteration in his behaviour posea; both having their hands 
to my brother, was an advantage upon their swords: and telling'Mr. 
I knew he would have been proud Lovelace where I was, he burst by 
of: and which therefore I had no 'my broth er, to come tome; leavine 
mmd to give him. But I doubted him chafing, he said, like a huntea 



not that naving so very little eh- 
conragement from on^-body, his 
piide would soon take fire, and he 



boar at bay. 

This alarmed tut all. My father 
was pleased to hint to Mr. Love- 



J 



CLARtfiSA ftARLOWS. 



lace, that he wished he would dis* 
continue his visits, for the peace* 
sake of the family: and I, oy his 
command, spokd a great deal 
plainer. 

But Mr. Lovelace is a man not 
easily brought to give up his pur- 
pose, especially in a point wherein 
he pretends his heai t is so much 
engaged: and no absolute prohi- 
bition having been given, things 
<ir^t ^ for a little while as before: 
fbr I saw plainly^ that to have 
denied myself to his visits Twhich 
however I Reclined recoivmg as 
often as I could) was to bring for- 
ward some desperate issue between 
the two; since the offence so 
readily eiven on one side was 
brooked by the other only out of 
consideration to me. 

And thus did my brother's rash- 
ness lay.ioe under an obligation 
wh^ere I would least have owed it 

The intermediate proposals of 
Mr. Symmes and Mr. Mullins, both 
(tn turn) encouraged by my bro- 
ther, induced him to be more 
patient fmr a while, as nobody 
thoueht me over-forward in Mr. 
Lovelace's favdur; for he.'hoped 
that he should engage my -father 
and uncles to approve of the one 
or the other in opposition to the 
man he hated. But when he found 
thfit I had Interest enough to dis- 
engage myself from the addresses 
of thoae gentlemen , as 1 had (be- 
fore he went to Scotland, and 
before Mn Lovelace visited here) 
of Mr. Wyerley'a, he then kept no 
meaaures: and first set himself to 
upbraid me for a supposed pre- 



possession , which he treated as if 
it were cri minal \ and then to insult 
Mr. Lovelace in person, at A(r. 
Edward Symmes's, the brother of 
the other Symmes, two miles off; 
and no good Dr. Lewen being there 
to interpose, the unhappy ren* 
counter followed.' My brother was 
disarmed, as you have heard ; and 
on be in;; brought home, and giving 
us ground to suppose he wasmilcn 
worse hurt than he really was, and 
a fever ensuing, every one flamed 
out ; and all was laid at my door. 

Mr. Lovelace for three days 
together sent twice each day to in- 
quire after my brother's health: 
and althqu^h he received rude and 
even shocking returns, he though^ 
fit on the fouith day to make in 
person the same inquiries; and 
received still greater, incivilities 
from my two uncles, who happened 
to be both there. My father filso 
was held by force from gcfing to 
hint with his sword in his hand, 
although he had the gout upon 
him. 

I fainted away with tcrvor, see- 
ing every one so violent, and bear^ 
ing Mr^ Lovelace swear that he 
would not depiLf t till he had made 
my uncles ask his pardon for the 
itidiffnities he had received at their 
hands; a door being held. fast 
locked between him and them. 
My mother all the time was pray- 
ing and struggling to withhold my 
father in the great parlour. Mean- 
while my sister, who had treated 
Mr. Lovelace with virulence, came 
in to me, and insulted me as fast 
as I recovered. Bat when Mr. 
Lovelace was told how ill I was. 
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he departed; nerertheless Towing 
rerenge. 

He was everafavonrite with oar 
domestics. His bounty to them, 
and having alwayssomething face- 
tious to saj to each, had made 
tiiem all of his party; and on this 
occasion tiiev privately blamed 
every body else, and reported his 
calm and gentlemanly behaviour 
(till the provocations^ given him 
rati vei^ fai^h — in such favour- 
able terms, that those reports, and 
my apprehensions of the conse- 
quence of this treatment, induced 
me to read a letter he sent me that 
mgfat; and, it being written in the 
most respeetful terms (oiiferin^ to 
submit the whole to my decision, 
and to eovera himself entirely 
by my wul) to <m9wer it some days 
after. 

To this unhappy necessity was 
owing our re Jwed correspond- 
ence, as I may call it: yet I did 
not write till I htf d informed myself 
from Mr. Symmes's brother, that 
he ytM really insulted into the 
act of drawing^ his sword by my 
brother's repeatedly threatening 
(upon his exeusina; himself out of 
regard to me) to brand him if he 
did not; and, by all the inquiry I 
could make, that he was again, the 
sufferer from my uncles in a more 
violent manner than I have re- 
latc'i. 

The same ciroum^tanceiB were', 
related to my father and other re- ^ 
lations byMr.Symmes; but they 
had gone too far in making them- 
selves parties to the quarrel either 
to retract or forgive; and 1 was 
forbidden to correspond with him, 



or to be seen a moment in his com- 
pany. 

One thing however I can say, 
but that in confidence, because 
my mother commanded'me not to 
mention it : — that, expressing her 
apprehension of the consequences 
of the indignities offered to yLr, 
Lovelace, sne told me, she would 
leave it to my prudence to do all I 
could to prevent the impendhig 
mischief on one side. 

I am obliged to l)reak off. But 
I believe I have written enough to 
answer veiy fully all that^ou nave 
required of me. It is notforachild 
to seek to clear herowncharacter, 
or to justify her actions, at' the ex- 
pense of the most revered ones; 
yet, as I know that the account of 
all those further proceedings by 
which I may be affected , will be 
interesting to so dear a friend (who 
will communicate to others no 
more than what is fitting) I will 
continue to write, as I have oppor- 
tunity, as minutely as we are used 
to vrrite to each other. Indeed , I 
have no delight, as I have often 
told yon, equal to that which I 
take in conversing with you — by 
Utter ^ whenJL cannot in person. 

Meantime I cannot help saying, 
that I am exceedingly concemect 
to find, that I am become so much 
the public talk as you tell me I am. 
Your kind ,' yoVLv precautionary re* 
gard for my fame , and the 0]^>or* 
tunity you have ^iven me to tell 
my own story previous to any new 
accident (which heaven avert !) is ' 
80 like the warm friend I have ever 
found in my dearMissHowe, that. 
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with redoubled obligation, you 
bind me to be 

Your ever grateful and 

affectionate, 
Clabissa Hahlowe. 



GOFT OF THE REQUESTED PREAMBLE 

TO THE CLAUSES IN HER ORANO- 

FATHER*S WILL* 

Enclosed in the preceding letter. 

As the particular estate I have 
mentioned and described above, is 
principally of my own raising: as 
my three sons have been uncom- 
monly prosperous ; and are very 
rich : the eldest by means of the 
unexpected benefits he reaps from 
his new found mines: the second, 
by what has, as unexpectedly, 
fallen in to him on the deaths of 
several relations of his present 
wife, the worthy daughter by both 
sides of very honourable families;' 
over and above the very large por- 
tion which he received with her in 
marriage: my son Antony by his 
East India traffic, and successful 
voyages: as furthermore my 
ffrandson James will be sufficient- 
nr provided for by his godmother 
£ovell*8 kindness to him; who 
having no near relations, hath 
Assnred me, that she hath, as well 
fay deed of gift as by will, left him 
both her Scotish and English 
estates: for never was there a fa- 
mily more prosperous in all its 
branches, blessed be God there- 
fore; and as mr said son James 
will very probably make it up to 
my grand-daughter Arabella: to 
whom I intend no disrespect; nor 
ha^e reason ; for she is a very 



hopeful and dutiful child: and as 
my sons John and Antony seeni 
not inclined to a married life; so 
that my son James is the only one 
who has children, or is likely to 
have any — for all these reasons; 
and because my dearest and be- 
loved gi'and-daughter Clarissa has 
been from her infancy a matchless 
young creature in her duty to me, 
and admired by all who knew hen 
as a very extraordinary child; I 
must therefore takb the pleasure 
of considering her as my own pe- 
culiar child ; and this without m- 
tending offence; and I hope it 
will hot be taken as any, since my 
son James can bestow his favours 
accordingly, and in greater pro- 
portion, upon his son James^ and 
upon his daughter Arabella: — 
these, I say, are the reasons which 
move me to dispose of the above- 
described estate in the precious 
child^s favour, who is the deUght 
of my old age: and, I verily think, 
has contributed , by her amiable 
duty and kind and tender regards, 
to prolong my life. 

Wherefore it is my express will 
and commandment, and I enjoin' 
my said three sons, John, James/ 
and Antony, and my grandson 
James, and my grand- daughter 
Arabella, as they value my Sles^- 
ing, and will regard my memory^, 
and would wish their own la^ 
wills and desires to be fulfilled by 
their survivors, that they will not 
impugn or contest the fiJllowing 
bequests and deviees of favour of 
my said grand-daughter Clarissa, 
although they should not be 
strictly comformable to, law 
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the forms thereof; nor suffer them my prejudice, perhaps, is her kind 
to be controTeried or disputed on concern; since she sees that they 
any pretence whatsoever. behave to me every hour with more 

And in thb confidence, &c« andmoreshyness and reserve: yet, 
jbc. &c. • would she but ezeit that authority 

which the superiority of her fine 
LETTBB y talents gives her, ail these family- 

ilto.CtariB«iairiow torn.. Howe, feuds might perhape be extin- 
Hw. vwriBM curiv « »* i guwhcd itt thcir but-yet begtn- 

jfui. 26. ,ning8; especially as she maj[ be 
I HAVK been hindered from pro- assured that all fitting concessions 
secuting my intention. Neither shall be made by me, not only as 
nights nor mornings have been my brother and sister are my 
my own. My mother has been elders, but for the sake of so ezcel- 
yery ill , and would have no other lent and so indulgent a mother, 
nnrse but me. I have not stirred , For if I may say to you, my 
from her bedside (for she kept her dear, what I would not to any 
bed); and two nights I had the other person living, it is my 
honour of sharing it with her. ^ opinion, that had sne been of a 
Her disorder was a very vio- temper that would have borne 
lent colic. The contentions of less, she would have had ten times 
these fierce, these masculine less to bear than she has had. No 
spirits, and the apprehension of commendation, you'll say, of the 
mischiefs that may arise from the generosity of those spirits which 
increasing animosity which all can turn to its own disquiet so 
here have against Mr. Lovelace, much condescending goodness. 
and his too well-known resentipg I Upon my word , 1 am sometimes 
and intrepid character,she cannot tempted to think that we may 
bear. Then the foundations laid, ' make the world allow for and 
as she dreads, for jealousy and respect us as we please, if we can 
heart-burnings in her own family, but be sturdy in our wills , and set 
late 80 happy and so united, out accordingly. It is but being 
afflict exceedmgl^p' a gentle and the lens beloved for it, tbat^s alU 
sensible mind, which has from the and if we have power to. oblige 
beginning, on all occasions, sacri- those we have to do with, it will 
.fieed its own inward satisfaction not appear to us that we are. Our 
•to outward peace. My brother flatterers will tell us any thing 
and sister, who used very often sooner than our faults, or what 
to jar, are now so entirely one, they know we do not like to 
ana are so much together (caW/inf/ hear. 

was the word that dropped from Were there not truth in tlua 
my mother's lips, as if at unawares) observation , is it possible that nrf 
that she is very fearful of the con- brother and sister could make their 
Beqaences that may follow; — to: very failings, their vehemencea, 
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of such importance to all tbe 
family? *How will my son, how 
will my nephew J take this or that 
measure? What will Ac say to it? 
Let us consult him about it;^ ar^ 
references always previous to 
every resolution taken by his 
superiors, whose will ought to be 
bis. Well may be expect to be 
treated with this deference by 
every other person, when my 
father himself, generally so ab- 
solute, constantly pays it to him'; 
andthe'more since his godmother*s 
bounty has given independence to 
a spirit that was before under too 
little restraint. — But whither 
may these reflections lead mc ! — 
I know you do not love any of us 
but my mother and me; and, being 
above all disguises , make me sen- 
sible that yOu do not oftener than 
I wish, — Ought I then to add 
force to your dislikes of these 
whom I wish you to like? — of my 
father, especially; for he, alas! 
had some excuse for his impatience 
of contradiction. He is not na- 
turally an ill-tempered man; and 
in his person and air, and in his 
conversation too , when not under 
tbe iortiire of a gouty paroxysm, 
every body distinguishes the 
gentleman born and educated. 

Out sex perhaps must expect to 
bear. a little — uncourtliness shall; 
I call it? — * from the hmhand,, 
whom as' the lover they let know| 
the preference their hearts give, 
him to all other men. — Say what 
they will of generosity being a 
manly virtue; but upon my word, 
my dear, I have every et observed, 
tmit it is not to be met with in that 



sex one time in ten that it is to be 
found in ours. — But my father 
was soured by the cruel distemper 
I have named; which seized him 
all at once in the very prime of 
life , in so violent a manner as to 
take from the most active of minds, 
as his was, all power of activity, 
and that in all appearance for \m, 

— It imprisoned, as I may say, 
his lively spirits in himself, and 
turned the edge of them against 
his own peace; his extraordinary 
prosperity adding to his impa- 
tiency. Those, 1 believe, too 
want the fewest earthly blessings, 
most regret that they want any. n^ 

But my brother! what excuse 
can be made for his haughty and 
morose temper? He is really, my 
dear, I am sorry to have occasion to 
say it, an ill-tempe^edyoung man ; 
and treats my mother sometimes 

— Indeed he is not dutiful. — But, 
possessing every thin^, he has the 
vice of age mingled with the ambi- 
tion of youth , and enjoys nothing 

— but nis own haughtiness and ill- 
temper, I was going to say. — Yet 
a^ain ^m I adding force to your 
dislikes of some of us. — Once, 
my dear, it was perhaps in. your 
power to have moulded him as you 
pleased. — Could you have been 
my sister! Then had I had afiiend 
in a sister. — But no wonder that 
he does not love you now; who 
could nip in the bud, and that with 
a disdain, let me say , too much of 
kin to his haughtiness, a passion 
that would not have wanted a^ fer- 
vour worthy of the object; and 
wiiich possibly would have ' 
him 80. 
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But no more of this. I will (for he wants not art) as the best 

prosecute mj former intention in way to be introduced again with 

my next; which I will sit down to some advantage into our family. 

as soon as breakfast is over; And indeed my aunt Hervey has 

dispatching this by the messenger put it to my mother, whether it 

whom you have so kindly sent to were not best to prevail upon my 

inquire after us on my silence, brother to take a turn to his York- 

Meantimc , I am « ' shire estate (which he was intend- 

Your most affectionate and ob- ing to do before) and to stay there 

liged , ti 11 all' is blown over. 

friend and servant , { But this is very far from being 

Cl. Hablowb. j his intention : for he has already 

begun to hint again, that he shall 

LETTEB VL never be easy or satisfied till I am 

-,, ^, . _, , . _-- married; and, findinc^ neither Mr. 

Mta OtarlM. Harlow, u, MI.. H«w.. I ^^^^^ ^^^ J,^ j, Jj,.^^ ^.^ ^ 

Harlowe Place, Jan. 20. accepted, has proposed Mr. 

I WILL now resume my narrative Wyerley once more, on the score 
of proceedings here. My brother of his great passion for me. This 
being in a good way, although I have again rejected; and but 
you may be sure that his resent- yesterday he mentioned one who 
ments are rather heightened than has applied to him by letter, mak* 
abated by the galling disgrace he ing high offers.. This is Mr. Solmes: 
has received, my friends (my rich bolmes you know they cjdl 
father and uncles , however, if not him. But this application has not 
ni;^ brother and sister) begin to met with the attention of one single 
think that I have been treated un- ' soul. 

kindly. My mother has been so { Ifnone of his schemes of getting 
good as to tell me this since I sent me married take effect, he has 
away my last. thoughts, 1 am told , of proposing 

Nevertheless I believe they all to me to go to Scotland, that, as 
think that I receive letters from the compliment is, I may put his 
Mr. Lovelace. But Lord M. being house there in such order as our 
inclined rather to support than to own is in. But this my mother 
blame his nephew, they, seem to intends to oppose for her own 
be so much afraid of Mr. Lovelace, sake; because, having relieved 
that they do not put it to me her, as she is pleased to say, of 
whether I do or not ; conniving, the household cares (for which my 
on the contrary, as it should seem, sister, you know, has no turn) 
at the only method Icfl to allay they m^st again devolve upon her 
the vehemence of a spirit which if I goJ And if .^A^ did not oppose 
they have so inuch provoked: for it, /should; for, believe me, I 
he still insists upon satisfaction have ho mind; to be bis house- 
from my uncles; and this possibly keeper; and I am sure, were I to 
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go with him, I should be treated; and my aunt Henrey, and to be 



rather as a servant than a sister. 
— Perhaps, not the better beeause 
I am his sister. — And if Mr. 
Lovelace should follow me, things 
might be worse than they are 
now. 

But I have besought my mother, 
who is apprehensive of Mr. Love- 
lace's visits j and for fear of whom 
my imcles never stir out without 
arms and armed servants (my 
brother also being near well 
enough to ^o abroaa) to procure 
me permission to be your guest for 
a fortnight, or so. — Will your 
mother, think you, my dear, give 
me leave? 

I dare not ask to go tomjdairy' 
house, as my good grandfather 
would call it : for 1 am now afraid 
of being thought to have a wish to I you. 
enjoy that independence to which 
his will has entitled me: and as 
mattera are situated , such a wish 



acquainted with this concession in 
form. 

You know, my dear, that there 
is a good deal of solemnity among 
us. But never was there a family 
more united in its different 
branches than ours. Our uncles 
consider us as their own children, 
and declare that it is for our sakes 
they live single. So that they are 
advised with upon every article 
relating to us, or that may affect 
us. It is therefore the less wonder, 
at a time when they understand 
that Mr. Lovelace is determined 
to pay us an amicable visit , as he 
calls It (but which I am sure cannot 
end amicably) that they should 
both be consulted upon the per- 
mission 1 had desired to attend 



* * * 

I will acquaint you with what 
passed at the general leave given 



would be imputed to my regard to me to be your guest. And yet I 
the man to whom they have now know that you will not love my 
so great an antipathy. And indeed brother the better for my commu- 
could I be as easy and happy here nication. But I am angry with 
as I used to be, I would defy that him myself, and cannot help it. 
man and all his sex; and never 'And besides, it is proper to let you 
repent thatlhavegiven the power know the terms I go upon, and 
of my fortune into my father's their motives for permitting me 
hands. to go. 

♦ * * Clary, said my mother, as soon 

Just now, my mother has re- as I entered the great parlour, 
joiced me with the news that my i your request to go to Miss Howe's 
requested permission is granted, j for a few days has been taken into 
Every one thinks it best that I consideration, and granted — 
should go to you, except my bro- Much against my liking, I as- 
ther. But he was told that he must sure you, said my brother, rudely 
not expect to rule in every thing. ' interrupting her. 
I am to be sent for into the great { Son James ! said my fkthei 
parlour , where are my two uncles ; knit hxa brows. 
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He was not damited. His arm 
is in a sling. He often has the 
mean art to look upon that, when 
tixiy thing is hinted that may be 
supposed to lead towards the least 
filvour to or reconciliation with 
Mr. Lovelace. — Let the girl then 
[I am often the ffirl with him] be 
prohibited seeing that vile liber- 
tine. 

Nobody spoke. 

Do you hear, sister Clary? 
taking their silence for approba- 
tion of what he had dictated; you 
are not to receive visits from Lord 
M.'s nephew. 

Every one still remained silent. 

Do you so understand the licence 
you have, Miss? interrogated he. 

I would be glad, sir, said I, to 
understand tnat you are my bro- 
ther; — and that you would under- 
stand that you are only my bro- 
ther. 

O the fond, fond heart ! with a 
sneer of insult, lifting up his 
hands. 

Sir, said I to my father, to your 
justice I appeal: If I have de- 
served reflection, let me not be 
sjpared . But if I am to be answer- 
able for the rashness — 

No morel — No more of either 
side, said my father. You are not 
to receive the visits of that Love- 
lace, though — Nor are yon, son 
James, to reflect upon your sister. 
She is a worthy child. 

Sir, I hjive done, replied he; — 
and yet I have Aer honour at heart, 
as much as the honour of the rest 
of the family. 

And^itce, sir, retorted I, your 
unbrotherly reflections upon me! 



Well bot you observe, mias, said 
he, that it is not I, but your father, 
that tells you, that you are not to 
receive the visits of that Lovelace. 

Consin^Harlowe, said my aunt 
Htrve^jT, allow jne jto say, that your 
sister Claiy*s prudence may be 
confided in. 

I am conoihcecHtmay, joined my 
mother. 

But, aunt, but, madam , (put in 
my sister) there is no hurt , I pre- 
sume, in letting my sister know 
the condition she goes to Miss 
Howe nponj since, if he gets a 
knack of visiting her there — 

You may be sure, interrupted 
my uncle Harlowe. he will en- 
deavour to see her there. 

So would such an impudent man 
here, said my uncle Antony: and 
it is better (here than here. 

Better nowhere, said my father. 
— 1 command you (turning to me) 
on pain of my displeasure, that 
you see him not at alL 

1 will not, sir, in any way of en- 
couragement, I do assure you: not 
at all, if 1 can properly avoid it 

You know with what indif- 
ference, said my mother, she has 
hitherto seen him. — Her prudence 
may^be trusted to, as my sister 
Hervey says. 

Witn what appa — ^rent indif- 
ference, drolled my brother. 

Son James! said my father, 
sternly. 

I have done, sir, said he. But 
again, in a provoking manner, he 
reminded me of the prohibition. 

Thus ended this conference. 

Will you engage, my dear, that 
the hated man shall not come near 
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your house? — But what an in- 
consistence is this, when they con- 
sent U^ my going, thinking his vi- 
sits %er«ne otherwise to be avoided! 
— But if he does come, I charge 
you never leave us atone together. 

As 1 have no reason to doubt a 
welcome from your good mother, 
I wiU put every thmg in order 
here, and be with you in two or 
three jda^s. 

Meantime, I am 

Your most affectionate and 
obliged 
Clarissa Hablowe. 

LETTER VII. 
Misa Cliurissa Harlowe to Miss Howo. 
[A fur her return (> oni /icr.] 
_i Harlowe Place, Feb. 20. 

V I BEoyour excuse for not writing 
sooner! Alas, my dear, I have sad 
prospects before me ! My brother 
and sister have succeeded in all 
their views. They have found out 
another lover for me \ an hideous 
one ! — Yet he is encouraged by 
every body. No wonder that I 
was ordered home so suddenly. 
At an hour's warning! — No other 
notice, you know , than what was 
brought with the chariot that was 
to carry me back. — It was for 
fear, as I have been informed [an 
•unworthy fear!] that I should have 
entered mto any concert with Mr. 
Lovelace, had I known their mo- 
tive for commanding me home : 
apprehending, 'tis evident, that I 
should dislike the man they had to 
propose to me. 

iu&d well might they apprehend 
8Q-: — for who do you think he is? 



— No other than that SolmesI-^ 
Could you have believed itV — 
And they are all determined too; 
my mother with the rest! — Dear, 
dear excellence ! how could she be 
thus brought over, when I am as-^ 
sured, that on his first being pro^' 

Eosed she was pleased to sa^, That 
ad Mr. Solmes the Indies in pos- 
session, and would endow me witii, 
them, she would not think him de- 
serving of her Clarissa ! 

The reception I met with at my 
return, so different from what I 
used to meet with on every little- 
absence, (and now I had been fit>m 
them three weeks) convinced me 
that I was to suffer for the hap- 
piness I had had in your company 
and conversation, for that most 
agreeable period. I will g^ve you 
an account of it. 

My brother met me at the door, 
and gave me his hand when I stepp- 
ed out of the chariot. Ue bowed 
very low: ** Pray, Miss, favour me" 

— 1 thought it in good humour; 
but found it afterwards mock re- 
spect: and so he led me in great 
form, I prattling all the way , in- 
quiring of every body's health, (al- 
tnouKh I was so soon to see them,' 
and Uiere was hardly time for an- 
swers) into the great parlour; 
where were my father, mother, my 
two uncles, and sister. 

I was struck to the heart as soon 
as I entered, to see a solemnity, 
which 1 "had been so little used to 
on the like occasions , in the coun- 
tenances of evor^ dear relation. 
They fill kept their seats. I ran to 
my tatiter, and kneeled: then to 
py mother: and met fi:om ^ 
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cold salute: from my father a| You see^ my dear y I made not the 
blessing bat half pronounced i my pleas I might have made, 
mother indeed called me child ;i My brother seemed ready to 
but embraced me not with her give a loose to his passion: my 
usual indulgent ardour. i father put on the countenance 

After I had paid my duty to my i ^*^ich always portends a gathering 
undes-and my compliments to my 8torm: my uncles mutteringly 
nstar, which she received with so- 1 wbispered: and my sister ag^ravat- 
l^nand stiff form, I was bid to [nglj held up her hands. Whilel 
sitdown. But my heart was full: begged to be heard out; --and my 
and I said it became me to stand, mother said, "Let the c/«7d. ^ that 
iflcoi/Wstand, upon areception'^^herkind word, "be heard/ 
80 awful andunusuai. Iwasforced' A hoped, I said, there was no 
to turn my face from them, and, l^arm done: that it became not me 
pull out my handkerchief. *<> prescribe to Mrs. or Miss Howe 

My unbrothcrly aceuser here- J^^'Kewas^'Xrs divert 
2«» stood forth, and charged me J^^ Se r^U^fta^sed^ 
wthhanng received »» •«« t^an. j,.^ ^ ^.^, ^^P^ j ^^ 

fiveor nx etsits at Miss Howcj^' -„„^„ .^ «knii«««.« i-- ».,/><.«^ 4?**- 
from the man theyhad all so much '^easop to challenge W gue^t for 
!l--l!r*^Koi!r r;u«* Jr«l *u^ 2i l^y visitor, as I should seem to 
reason to hate [tbat was the ex-"i fT,^ j^„^i„ . t«o>^.,-«,i ;u\l^:«*,v 

pression;] notwithstanding the I^.^^.^^^'^^^^^^'^^'^'t ^^S^^"?*? 
f^ITX!!.^^. T u^A i!^A *\ *\^ r»^« I their company when he was with 
commands 1 had had to the con-'.i ^^, .i *; i k«^ ..^.r^. -««« k:«, 
4..««« A.wi kA VAA «.« A^^^rii. ;p, t"Gm: that 1 had never seen aim 
trary. And he bid me deny it, ii' ^„ . l .% ^ «,.«„«««« ^^ «.,« ^« k^*k 
I cAni^ . I ^**' ^' ^"® presence or one or both 

V^/ " , . -r .J I of those ladies; and had signified 

I had never been n?ed, I said, to. to him once, on his urging for a 
deny the truth, nor would I now. fg^ moments' private conversa- 
I owned! had in the three weeks tion with me, that unless a recoi^- 
past seen the person I presumed jciUation were effected between my 



out] But he always asked forlportunity of that sort 
Mrs. or Miss Howe, when he came. | j told them further, that Miss 
I proceeded , that I had reason Howe so well understood my mind, 
to believe, that both Mrs. Howe 'that she never left me a moment 
andMiss, as matters stood, would, while Mr. Lovelace was there: 
much rather have ezcuseU his vi- that when he came, if I was not 



sits ; but they had more than once 
apologized, that having not the 
same reason my papa had to foi;bid 
him their house, his ranlL and for- 
tune entitled him to civili(|y. 



below in the parlour , I would not 
suffer myself to be called to him : 
although I thought it would be ah 
affectation which would give him 
advantage rather than the con- 



trazy, if I h$id left company yhen be disputed bya child so 
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he came in; or refiuied to enter 
faito it when t ft^nnd he w<mld stay 
anytime. 

My brother heard me out with 
such a kind of impatience as 
shewed he was resolved to be dis- 
satisfied with me, say what I 
would. The rest, as the event has 



To shew they were all of a sen- 
timent, my uncle Harlotoe taidi he 
hoped his beloved nieee only 
wanted to know her father^s will| 
to obey it. 

And my uncle Antony, in hia 
rougher manner, added, that 
surely I woutdnot give them reason 



proved, behaved as if they u>ould to apprehend, 'that I thought my 
nave beei^ satisfied , had they not , granafather's favour to me had 
further points to carry by in- made me independent of them all. 



carry 
timxdatiiTg me. All this made it 
evident, as I mentioned above, 
that they themselves expected not 
my voluntary compliance; and 
was a tacit confession of the dis- 
agreeableness of the person they 
had to propose. 

. I was no sooner silent than my 
brother swore, although in my 
father^s presence, (swore, un- 
checked either by eye or coun- 
tenance) that for his part, he 
would never be reconciled to that 
libertine:. tod that he would re- 
nounce me for a sister, if I en- 
couraged the addresses of a man 
80 obnoxious to them all. 

A man who had like to have 
been my brother's murderer, my 
inster said, With a face even burst- 
ins with restraint of passion. 

My father, with vehemence both 
of action and voice, [my father 



— If I did, he would tell me, the 
will could be set aside, and should, 

1 was astonished, you mustneeds 
think. — Whose addresses now, 
thought I, is this treatment pre- 
parative to — Mr. Wyerley's again 

— or whose? And then, as high 
comparisons, where ;telf is con- 
cerned, sooner than loy", come into 
young people's heads; be it for 
whom it win , this is wooing as the • 
English did for the heiress of 
Scotland in the time of Edwatd 
the Sixth. But that it could be for - 
Solmes, how should it enter into 
my head? 

I did not know, I said, that I had^ 
given occasion for this harshness. 
I] hoped I should always have a { 
just sense of every one's favour to 
me, superadded to the duty I o^ed 
as a c&ughter and a niece: but 
that I was so much surprised at a'; 



has, you know, a terrible voice reception so unusual and un— 
when be is angry!] told me, that I expected, that I hoped my papa 
had metwith^oo much indulgence and mamma would give me leave' 
in being allowed to refuse this gen- \ to retire, in order to recollect my* * 
tleman, and the o/A^r gentleman; self. ^^ 



and it was now hU turn to be 
obeyed. - 

Very true, my mdUier sitldf — 
aad hopedTbis w0i. w^ld aot n6w 

t 



No one gainsaying, I made my ^ 
slilent compliments, and withdipew; -^ 
-U leaving jny brother and stater.^ 
ad. l^ thou^t^ pleilAed; «nd^ 

8 
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jfiejMMii^^ to co^gratnlatQ «ach ! father^ will . — : Then k W9uld be all 
jBAher on> having occasioned BO^weU^wyf^then^SMpiesLBedto^ayi 
fercse a» begixmiqg to be made Then thtf/ should date upon me ^ was 
with 11104^ mj brother*8 expression :. Lnve me 

I went uj^to my chamber, and as well as ever^ was my sister's: 
'there with my faithful Hannah de- land my ancle's, That I then should 
plor^d the deteraunad face which 6e the piide of their hearts. — But, 
the new proposal U was plain they alas : what a forfeiture of all these 
had to make me wore. 



I had not recovered myself when 
Iwassentfordowntotea. Ibegged 
by my maid to be excused attend- 
big ; buton the repeated command^ 
went down with as much cheer- 
fulness as 1 could assume ; and had 
a new fault to clear myself of: for 
my brother, so pregnant a thing is 
determined illwill, by intimations 
equally rude and intelligible, 
charged my desire of beins ex- 
eased commg down, to sullens, 
because a obtain person had been 
tpoken against, upon whom, as he 
supposed, my fancy ran. 

1 coald easily answer you, sir, 
•aid I, as such a reflection deserves]: 
but I forbear. If I do not find a 
brother in you^ you shall have a 
tister in me. 

Pretty meekness! Bella whis- 
peringly said; lookins at my 
brother y and lifting up ner lip iu 
aontempt. 

fie, with an imperious air, bid 
m^dexerve his love, and 1 should 
be sore to have it. 

As we sat, my mother, in her 
admirable manner, expatiated 
upon brotherly and sisterly love: 
indulgently blamed my brother 
and sister for having taken up 
displeasare too lightly against me ; 
ana poliiicaUy , if I may so say^ 
apmifd for my obedience, to my 



must I make? 

^This was the reception I had on 

my return from you. 

Mr. Solmes came in before we 
had done tea. My uncle Antony 
presented him to me, as a gentle- 
manhehad a particular friendship 
for.- My uncle Harlowe in terms 
eqnalfy. favourable for him. Jk^v 
fathesiiQAd^Mr.Solmes is my friend, 
Clarisstt Ifarlowe. My mother 
looked at hinv, and looked at me, 
now and then, as hesat near me, I 
thought with concern. — I at her^ 
with eyes appealing for pity. At 
him , when I could glance at him, 
with disffustlittle short of affright- 
ment. Vvnile my brother and sister 
Mr. Solmes*d him, and ;nV'dhimup, 
at every word. So caressed, m 
short, by all; — yet such a wretch! 
— But I will at present only add, 
my humble thanks and duty to 
your honoured mother (to whom [ 
will particularly write, to express 
the eratef ul sense I have of her 
goo£ies8 to me) ; and that I am 
Your ever obliged 
Cl. Hablowb. 



LBTTEB VUI. 
Mlai CUurUsa Hwlowo to MiM Rowa. 

Feb. M. 

T^BT drive w here at a furioilt 
rata Tlie^mMnliyie^here,! 
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He courts' th^m, and 18 nipre and visits, besideifir in^ share in ,h^ 
more a favourite. Sach terms {such 'more general ohes; and fii^d it'is 
settlements! That's the cry. {impossible I should ever endoM 

O my dear, that I had not reason , hi m. He has but a very brdioaij 
to deploris the family fault, im- share of understandinj^; is veiy 
mensely rich as they all are! But illiterate) knows nothing bat the 
this I may the more unreservedly | value of estates, and how to inli- 
say to you, as we have often joined prove them , and what belongs to 
in the same concern: I,forafather land jobbing and husbandry. Yet 
and uncles; you, for a mother; in am I as one stupiH, I think. TEc^ 
evei^ other respect faultless. | have begun so cruelly with ine, 

Hitherto, I seem to be delivered that I have not spirit enough to 
over to my brother, who pretends assert my own negative, 
as great love to me as ever. j They ha4 endeavoured, H 

Tou maly believe, I have been seems, to influence my good Mrs. 
very sincere with him. But he | Norton before I came home — So 
affects to rally me, and not to be- , intent are they to carry their point! 
iieve it possible, that one so dutiful And her opinion not being to their 
and so discreet jas his sister Clary \ liking, she has been told that she 
can resolve to disoblige all her! would do well to decline visiting 
friends. | here for the present : yet t:he is the 

Indeed, I tremble at the pro- person of all the world, next to m^ 
tspect before me; for it is evident! mother, the most likely to prevail 
that they arc strangely deter-lupon me, were the measures they 
mined. ;are engaged in reasonable mea- 

My father and mother industri-sures, or such as she coukl 
ouslyavoidgiving me opportunity think so, . . ' ->•\t' 

of speakingtothemalone. They I .^My aunt likewise having said 
ask not for my approbation , in- that she did not think her niece 
tending, as it should seem, to could ever be brought to like ^. 
suppose me into their will. And Solmes, has been obligedto leac^ 
with them I shall hoj^e to prevail, . another lesson. ..;' 

ojr with nobody. They have noti I am to have a visiit from hereto- 
the interest in compelling me, as morrow. And, since 1 have refused 
my brother and sister have : I say | so much as to hear from my brother 
less therefore to them, reserving and sister what the noble set^le- 
my whole force for an audience ments are to be, she is to acquam^ 
With my father, if he will permit me with the particulars; and t9 
me a patient ear. How difiicult is ! receive from me my determinatioi^i 
it* -my dear, to give a negative! for my father, I am told, will npt 
where both duty and inclination have patience to suppose thf^t 1 



j.oi& to make.one wisb to oblige 

Ihi^ve thready ^tood the tfboQk 
of three of this man's ^articiilav ^ to me » that it wiU be a^ 

8* 



shall stand in opposition toliiswilL 
Meantime it has been '^' 
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I do not think of going to elnirch 
iifext Sonday. 

' The same Bignification was 
made me for last Sunday: and I 
obeyed. They are apprehensiye 
that Mr. Lovelace will be there 
with design to come home with 
me. 

' Help me, dear Miss Howe, to a 
little of your charming spirit: I 
never more wanted it 

The man, this Solmes, you may 
suppose has no reason to boast of 
his progress with me. He has not 
the sense to say any thing to the 
purpose. His courtship indeed is 
to Ihem ; and mv brother pretends 
to court me as nis proxy, truly ! — 
I utterly to my brother reject his 
address; but thinking a person so 
well received and recommended 
by all my family, entitled to good 
manners, all I say against him is 
affectedly attributed to coyness: 
and he,lnot being sensible of his 



loth to mention how equallynnfuBt 
it is for him to make such oflfers, 
or for those I am bound to re* 
verence to accept of them. I hate 
him more than oefore. One great 
estate is already obtained at the 
expense of the relations to it, 
though distant relations; my 
brother's I mean, by his god- 
mother: and this has ^ven the 
hope, however chimerieal thai 
hope, of procuring others; and 
that my own at least may revert 
to the family. And yet in my 
opinion the world is but one great 
family. Originally it was so. What 
then is this narrow selfishness that 
reigns in us, but relationship re- 
membered against relationship 
forgot? 

Uut here, upon my absolute 
refusal of him upon any terms, 
have I had a signification made 
me that wounds me to the heart. 
How can I tell it you? Yet I must. 



own imperfections, believes that It is, my dear, that I must not for 
my avoiding him when 1 can , and " -- ^ .■». i. 

the reserves I express, are owing 
to nothing else : for, as I said, all 
his courtship is to Mem; and I have 
no opportunity of saying na, to 



a month to come, or till licence 
obtained, correspond wi^ any 
body out of the house. 

My brother, upon my aunt's 
report (made, however, as I am 



one who asks me not the question. | informed , in the gentlest manner, 
And so, with an air of niQimish smd even giving remote hopes, 
superiority, he seems rather tojwhich she had no commission irom 
pity the bashful ffirl, than to ap-|me to ^ive) brought me, in au- 
prehend that he shall not succeed, thoritative terms, the prohibition! 



Feb. 85. 

Ihave had the expected con- 
ference with my aunt. 

I have been obliged to hear the 
raan*B proposals n*om her^ and 
have been also told what their mo- 
tives are for espousing his interest 
wkksomttchwamith* luax^fmi 



Not to Miss Howe? said I. 

No, not to Miss Howe, rnadajn^ 
tauntingly: for have yoii not 
acknowledged, that Lovelace is a 
favourite there? 

See, my dear Miss Howe ! — 

And do you think, brother, tbia 
isthe^rayr-^ - 



r 
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. Dajfotilooktotha^iT^^^tjrotiT 
letters will be stopt, I can tell you. 
~ — And away he flung. 

My sister came to me soon after 
— r Sister Clary, you aregoingon 
in a fine way , I understand. But 
as there are people who are sup- 
))osed to harden vou agaiust your 
duty, I am to tell you , that it will 
be taken well if you avoid yisits or 
visltings for a week or two, till 
'farther order. 

Can this be from those who have 
authority — 

Ask them ; ask them, child, with 
a twirl of her finger. — I have 
delivered my message. Your 
father will be obeyed. He is 
willing to hope you to be all 
obedience, and would prevent all 
mciiements to refractoriness. 

I know my duty, said I; and 
hope I shall not find impossible 
conditions annexed to it. 

A pert youngcreature, vain and 
conceited , she called me. I was 
the only judge, in my own wise 
opinion, of what was right and fit. 
She, for her part, had long seen 
into my spacious ways: andnow I 
should shew every body what I 
was at bottom. 

. Dear Bella, said I! hands and 
eyes lifted up — why all this? — 
Dear, dear Bella! why — 

None of your dear, dear Bella's 
to me. — I tell you , I see through 
your witchcrafts [that was her 
strange word]. And away she 
flung ; adding, as ^he went — And 
^ /o will every body else very quick- 
.Ty, I dare say. 

Bless me, said I to myself, what 



a sister have IJ -^ How have | 
"deserved this? 

Then I again regretted m]r 
grandfather's too distinguishing 
goodness to me. 

Feb. 25, in the evening. 

What my brother and sister 
have said against me I cannot tell: 
— but I am in heavy disgrace with 
my father. 

I was sent for down to tea. I 
went with a very cheerful aspect: 
but had occasion soon to change it 

Such a solemnity in everybody's 
countenance! My mother's eyes 
were fixed upon the tea-cups; and 
when she looked up, it was heayi> 
ly, as if her eyelids had weights 
upon them ; and then not to me. 
My father sat half- aside in his 
elbow-chair, that his head might 
be turned from me, his handi 
clasped, and waving, as it were, 
up and down; his fingers, poor 
dear gentleman! in motion, as if 
angry to the very ends of them. 
My sister sat swelling. My brother 
looked at me with scorn, havinff 
measured me, as I may say, wim 
his eyes as I entered, from head to 
foot. My aunt was there', and 
looked upon me as if with kind- 
ness restrained, bending coldly to 
my compliment to her as she sat; 
and then cast an eye first on my 
brother, then on my sister, as if to 
give the reason (so I am willing to 
construe it| of her unusual stiff- 
ness: — Bless me, my dear! that^ 
they should choose to intimidate 
rather than invite a mind, till now, 
not thought either unpersuadable 
or ungenerous ! 

I took my seat Shall I in«'*^'' 



n 
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My madam, fi> ^mother? — *I 
lUwayansed, you Know, my dear, 
to make tea. 

No! a very short sentence, in 
one very short word , was the ex- 
pressive answer. And she took 
the canister in her own hand. 

Bfy brother bid the footman 
who attended leave the room; I, 
said he, will give the water. 

My heart was in agitation, I did 
not know what to do with myself. 
What is to follow? thought I. 

Just after the second dish , out 
stept my mother — A word with 
vou, sister Hervey! taking her 
nana. Presently my sister dropt 
i^way. Then my brother. And I 
was left alone with my father. 

He looked so very stemly^ that 
my heart failed me as twice or 
thricel would have addressed my- 
self to him: nothing but solemn 
silence on all sides having passed 
before. 

. At last, I asked, If it were his 
.pleasure that I should pour him 
out another dish. 

]' He answered me with the same 
angry monosyllable, which I had 
received from my mother before; 
and then arose, and walked about 
Uie room, i arose too, with intent 
tp throw myself at his feet; but 
was too much overawed by his 
sternness , even to make such an 
expression of my duty to him as 
my heifrt overflowed with. 
. At last, as he supported him- 
self, because of his gout, oh the 
back of a chair, I took a little 
more courage: and approaching 
hiin, besought him to acquaint me 
in what 1 had offended him. 



' He tt^i^iQfronf me, and in a 
strouff voice, Clarissa Harlowe, 
said ne, know that I will be 
obeyed. 

God forbid, sir, that you should 
not! — I have never yet opposed 
your will — 

Nor I 'your whimsies , Clarissa 
Harlowe, interrupted he. — Don*t 
let me run the fate of all who 
shew indulgence to your sex; to 
be the more contradicted for mine 
tovou. 

My father, you know, my dear, 
has not (any more than my bro- 
ther) a kind opinion of our sex ; 
although there is not a more con- 
descending wife in the world than 
my mother. 

I was going to make protesta- 
tions of duty -^ No protestations, 
girl! No words! I will not be 
prated to! I will be obeyed! I 
have no child,! wi/i have no child, 
but an obedient one. 

Sir, yoa never had reason, I 



Tell me not what I never hady 
hntyrhskt I haoe, and what I skaU 
have. 

Good sir, be pleased to hear me 
— My brother and my sister, I 
fear — 

Your brother and sister shall 
not be spoken against, girl! — - 
They have a just concern for the 
honour of my family. " 

And I hope, sir — 

Hope nothing. — Tell me not 
4>{ hopes y but oi facU, I ask no- 
thing of you but what is in your 
power to comply with, and what 
it is vour cfti/^ to comply with. 

Then, sir, I will comply with 
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it — B«t yet I hope from your 
goodnem — 

No expostulations! no butK, 
girl! no qnalifyings! I will be 
obeyed, I tell you; and cheerfully 
too! — or yon are no child of 
mine! 

I wept.. 

Let me beseech yon, my dear 
and eyer-honoured papa (and I 
dropt down on my Knees) that I 
nay haye only yours and my 
mamma*8 will, and not my bro- 
ther's, to obey. 

I was goinff on; but he was 
pleased to withdraw, leaving me 
on thefloor; 8ayin£^,tbat he would 
not hear me thus hy subtilty and 
cunning aiming to distingpciish 
away my duty; repeating, that 
he would be olieyed. 

My heart is 400 full ! — so full, 
that it^may endanger my duty, 
were I to try to unburden it to 
you on this occasion: so I will lay 
down my pen. — But can — Yet, 
positively, I tmll lay down my 
pen! 

LETTER IX. 
Miss Clarissa darlowe to Miss Howe. 

Feb. 26, in the morning. 

My aunt, who staid here last 
night , made me a visit this morn- 
ing as soon as it was light. She 
tens me, that I was left alone with 
my father yesterday, on purpose 
that he might talk with me on my 
expected obedieifice; but that he 
owned he was put beside his pur- 
pose by reflecting on something 
my brother had told him in my 
disfayour, and by his impatience 



but to sttppose lSk%t such a geatli: 
spirit as mine bad hitherto seemel 
to be, should presume to dispute 
his will in a point where the ad- 
vantage of the whole family was 
to be so gready promoted by my 
compliance. 

I find by a few words which 
dropt unawares from my aunt^ 
that they have all an absolute de^ 
pendence upon what they suppose 
to bo meekness in my temper. But 
in this they may be mistaaen ; for 
I verity think ,. upon a strict ex- 
amination of myself, that^I have 
almost as much in me of my far 
ther*s as of my motheryfamily. 

My uncle Harlowe it seems*, 
against driving me upon «Xt 
tremities: but my brother has en- 
gaged , that'the regard I have for 
my reputation, and my principles, 
will bring me nmnd to my duty; 
that's the expression. Perhaps I 
shall have reason to wish I had 
not known this. 

My aunt advises me to submit 
for the present to the interdicts 
they have laid me under; and in- 
deed to encourage Mr. Solmes's 
address. I have absolutely re* 
fused the latter, let what will (as 
I haye told her) be. the confje- 

?ttence. The visiting prohibition 
will conform to. But as to t6at 
of hot corresponding with you, 
nothing but the menace that our 
lettert shall be intercepted can 
engage my observation of it. 

She behevea that this oi^er is 
from my father, and that my mo- 
ther has not been consulted upon 
it. She says , that it is fr 
#be haa yeaaon to think , 
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Qonflideratton'to'tne, lest I shouU 
mortalI;^!offend him ; and^his from 
the incitements of other people 
(meaning 70a and Miss Lloyd , I 
make no doubt)^ rather than by 
my I 
tells 



own will. For still j as she 
me, he speaks kmd and 
praiseful things of me. 

Here is clemency I Here is in- 
dulgence I — And so it is, to pre- 
vent a headstronjf child, as a good 
prince would wish to deter dis- 
affected subjects, from running 
into rebellion, and so forfeiting 
every thing I But this is all owing 
to the younff man's wisdom , my 
brother; a plotter without a head, 
and a brother without a heart 

How happy misht I hare been 
with any other orother in the 
world but James Harlowe; and 
with any other sister but his sister! 
Wonder not, my dear, that I, who 
used to chide you for these sort of 
liberties with my relations, now 
am more undutiful than you ever 
was unkind. I cannot Dear the 
thought of being deprived of the 
principal pleasure of my life; for 
such is your conversation by per- 
son and by letter. And who, be- 
sides, can bear to be made the 
dupe of such low cunning, opera- 
ting with such high and arrogant 
passions? 

But can you, my dear Miss 
Howe , conoescend to carry on a 
private correspondence wifh me? 
— If you can, there is one way I 
have thought of, by which it may 
be done. 

You must remember the Green 
Lane^ a« we call it, that runs by 
the side of the wood-house and go thither. 



pooltty-yard where 1 1 keep \aty 
oantams, pheasants, and pea- 
hens, which generally engage my 
notice twice a day ; the more. my 
favourites because they innsre my 
grandfather*s, and recommended 
to my care bv him ; and therefore 
brought hither from my Dairy* 
house-since his death. 

The lane is lower than the floor 
of the wood-house, and in the side 
of the wood-house the boards are 
rotted away down to the floor for 
half an ell together in several 

{>laces. Hannah can step into the 
ane, and make a mark with chalk 
where a letter or parcel maj be 
pushed in, under some sticks; 
which ;may be so managed as to 
be an unsuspected cover for the 

written deposits from either. 
« « * 

I have been just now to look at 
the place , and find it will answer. 
So your faithful Kobert may, with- 
out comin|^ near the house, and as 
only passing through the Green 
Lane which leads to two or three 
farm-houses [out of livery if yon 
please] very easily . take from 
thence my letters, and deposit 
yours. 

This place is the more con- 
venient, because it is seldom re- 
sorted to but by ipyself or Hannah, 
on the above-mentioned account; 
for it is the general store-house 
for firing; the wood for constant 
use being nearer the house. 

One corner of this being se- 
parated off for the roosting-place 
of my little poultry, either she or 
I shall noTer want a pretence to 
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Try, my dear, the success of a | How do needless watchfulness 
letter this way: and give me your and undue restraint produce arti- 
opinion and aavice what to do in fice and contrivance ! I should 
this (/iffi^race/bZ situation, as I can- abhor these clandestine corre- 
not but call it; and what you think spondencies, were they not forced 
of tny prospects; and what you upou me. Tliey have so mean, 
would ao in my case. 

But beforehand I will tell you, 
that your advice must not run in 
favour (of this Solmes: and yet it 
is very likely they will endeavour 
to engage your mother, in order 
to induce you, who have such an 
influence over roe, to favour him. 

Yet, on second thoughts, if you 
incline to that side of the ques- 
tion , I would have you write your 
whole mind. Determined as I 
think I am, and cannot help it, I 
would at least give a patient 

hearing to what may be said on | availing expostulations, with the 

assurance , that I am, 'and ever 
will be, 

Your aiFeotionate, 

Clabessa Habiowb. 

LETTER X. 
Mill Howe to Mlaa CluriBsa Harlowe. 

Feb. 27. 

What odd heads some people 



so low an appearance to myself, 
that I think I ought not to expect 
that you should take part in them. 

But whv (as I have also ex- 
postulated with my aunt) must I 
be pushed into a state, which I 
have no wish to enter into, aU 
thoueh I reverence it? — Why' 
should not (my brother, so many 
years older, and so earhest to see 
me engaged, be first engaged? — 
And why should not my sister be 
first provided for? 

But here I conclude these un* 



the other side. For my regards 
are not so mueh engaged [upon 
my word they are not; I know not 
myself if they be] to another per- 
son as some of my friends sup- 
pose: and as you, giving way to 
yonr lively vein, upon bis last 
visits, affected to suppose. What 

Ereferable/avour I may have for 
im to any other person , is owing 
more to the usage ne has received, have! — Miss-Clarissa Harlowe' to 
ind lor my sake borne, than to be sacrificed in marriage to Mr, 
any personal consideration. Boger Solmes ! — Astonishing !• 

I writs a few lines of grateful imust not , you say, give my ad- 
aeknowledgment to your good vice in favour of thu man f — Yon 
mother for her favours to me in now convince n^e, my dear, that 
the late happy period. I fear I you are nearer of kin than J: 
shall never Know such another. I thousht you, to the family that 
hope she will forgive me that I coula think of so preposterous a 
diet not write sooner. match, or you would never have 

The bearer, if suspected and had the least notion of my ad*, 
examined, is to produce Utat^ as vising in his favour, 
the only one he carries, I Ask rae for his pictu 
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knowl have a good hand at draw- 
ing an ugbr likeness. But 1*11 see 
a little -further first: for who 
knows what may happen, since 
matters are in such a train; and 
-since 70a have not the courage 
to oppose so overwhelming a tor- 
rent/ 

You ask me to help yon to a 
Kttle of my spirit. Are you in 
earnest? But it will not now, I 
doubt, do you service. — It will 
not sit naturally upon you. You 
are your mother's girl, think what 
you will ; and have violent spirits 
to contend with. Alas! my dear; 
you should have borrowed some 
of mine a little sooner; — that is 
to say, before yOu had given the 
management of your estate into 
the hands of those who think they 
have a prior claim to it. What 
though a father's — Has not that 
father two older children? — And 
do they not both bear more of his 
stamp and,image than you do? — 
Pray, my dear, call me not to ac- 
count for this free question, lest 
your application of my meaning, 
on examination, prove to be as 
severe as iTiat^ 

Now I have launched out a 
little, indulge me one word more 
itf the same strain — I will be de- 
cent , I promise yon. I think you 
misht have known, that avaricb 
ana ekvt are two passions that 
are not to be satisfied , the one by 
giving^ the other by the envied 
person's continninff to deserve and 
excel. — Fuel, fuel, both, all the 
world over, to flames insatiate and 
devouring. . 

But sinceyou ask for my opinion, 



you must tell me all yon know er 
surmise of tA^/r inducements. And 
if yon will not forbid me to make 
extracts from your letters for die 
entertainment of mv aunt in the 
little island, who longs to hear 
more of your affiur8,it will be very 
obliging. 

But you are so tender of some 
people, who have no tendemeas 
for any bodjr but themselves, that 
I must conjure you to speak out. 
Remember, that a frienaship like 
ours admits of no reserves. Yok 
may trust my impartiaKly. It 
would be an affront to your own 
judgment, if you did not: fordo 
you not ask my advice? And have 
you not taught me that friendship 
should never give a bias against 
justice? >- Justify them therefore 
if you can. Let us see if there' be 
any sense, whether sufficient reason 
or not, in their choice. At present 
I cannot (and yet I know a good 
deal of your family) have any 
conception how a/^ of them, your 
mother and your aunt Hervey in 
particular , can join with the lest 
against judgments given.' As to 
some of the others,! cannot wonder 
at any thing they do, or attempt 
to do, where self is eoncemed.r ' 

You ask, why may notyovr 
brother be first engaged tn wed- 
lock? 1*11 tell you why: his temper 
and his arrogance are too wdl 
known to induce women he would 
aspire to, to receive his addresses, 
notwithstanding his great inde* 
pendent acquisitions, and still 
greater prospects. Let me tell 
rou, my dear, those acquisitions 
have given him more pride than 
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lepntation. To me he is the most 
intolerable creature that I ever 
conversed with. The treatment 
you blame, he merited from one 
whom he addressed with the air of 
a person who presumes that he is 
about to confer a favour, rather 
than to receive one. I ever loved 
to mortify proud and insolent 
spirits. What , think you , makes 
me bear Uickman near me, but 
that the man is humble, and knows 
and keeps his distance? 

As to your question, why your 
elder sister may not be first pro- 
vided for? I answer, because she 
must have no man , but one who 
has a great and clear estate ; that*s 
one thing. Another is, because 
she has a younger sister. Pray, 
my dear^ be so good as to tell me, 
what man of a great and clear 
estate would think of that elder 
sister, while the younger is 
single? 

Yon are all too rich to be 
happy, child. For must not each 
of you, bv the constitutions of 
your family, marry to be slill 
richer? People who know in what 
their main excellence consists, are 
not jto be blamed (are they?) for 
coltivatinc and improving what 
they think most valuable? ^ Is 
true happiness any part of your 
ftan^j view? — So far from it, 
that none of your family but your- 
self could be happy were they not 
ri<A. So let them fret on, ^nimble, 
and G^mdge, and accumulate; and 
wondering what ails them -that 
they have not happiness when 
tiiey have nches, thmk the cause 
is want of more; iand so. go on 



heaping up, tilljDeath, as greedy 
an accumulator as themselves^ 
gathers them into his gamer. 

Well then , once more I say, do 
you, my dear, tell me what yon 
know of their avowed and ^ene* 
ral motives; and I will tea tfou 
more than you will tell me of their 
failings! your aunt Hervey, you 
^ay*, has told yoa: why must I 
ask you to let me know them, 
when you condescend to ask my 
advice on the occasion? 

That thejr prohibit your cor- 
responding with me, is a wisdom I 
neither wonder at, nor blame them 
for: since it is an evidence to me, 
that they know their own folly: 
and if they do, is ii strange that 
they should be afraid to trust an- 
other's judgment upon it? 

I am glad you have found out 
a way to correspond with me. I 
approve it much. I shall;more, if 
this first trial of it prove success- 
ful. But should it not, and should 
it fall into their hands, it would 
not concern me but for your sake. 

We had heard before you wrote, 
that all was not right between 
your relations and you at your 
coming home: that Mr. Soimes 
visitedyou , and that with a pro- 
spect of success. But I concluded 
the mistake lay in the person ; and 
that his address was to Miss Ara- 
bella. And indeed had she been 
as good natured as your plump 
ones generally are , 1 shonla have 
thought her too good for him by 
half. This must certainly be the 
thing, thought I, and my beloved 
friend is sent for to advise a- 

• See p. f 6. 
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assist m her nuptial preparations. 
Who knows , said I to my mother, 
but that when the man has thrown 
aside his yellow full- buckled 
peruke, and his broad-brimmed 
beaver ([both of which I suppose 
were Sir Oliver's Best of long 
standing) he may cut a tolerable 
fi^re dangling to church with 
Miss Bell! — liie woman, as she 
observes, should excel the man in 
features: and where can she 
match so well for a foil ? 

I indulc;ed this surmise against 
rumour, because I could not be- 
lieve that the absurdest people in 
England could be so very absurd 
as to think of this man for you. 

We heard moreover, that you 
received no visitors. I could as* 
dgn no reason for this; except 
that the preparations for your 
sister were to be private, and the 
ceremony su()den, for fear this 
man should j as another man did^ 
change his mind. Miss Lloyd and 
Miss Biddulph were with me to 
inquire what I knew of this; and 
of your not being at church, either 
morning or afternoon, the Sunday 
after your return from us; to the 
disappointment of a little hundred 
of your admirers, to use their 
words. It was easv for me to 
guess the reason to be what jou 
confirm — Their apprehensions 
thatLovelace would oe there, and 
attempt to wait on you home. 

My mother takes very kind^ 
ypur compliments in your letter 
tq her. lier words upon reading 
it were; ^*Miss Clarissa Harlowe 
is an admirable young lady: where- 
ever she goes she confers a fa- 



vojir: whomever she leaves, she 
fills with regret.*' — And then a 
little comparative reflection: "O 
my Nancy, that jou had a little 
of her sweet obligmgness I " 

No matter. The praise was 
yours. You are me: and I eiijoyed 
It. The more enjoyed it, because 
— shall I tell you the truth? — 
Because 1 think myself as well as 
I am — were it but for thiareason^ 
that had 1 twenty brother Jameses, 
and twenty sister BelFs, not one 
of them, nor all of them joined to* 
gethcr, would dare to ti*eat me as 
yours presume to treat you. The 

Eerson who will bear much shall 
avc much to bear, all the world 
through : 'tis your own senti- 
ment*, grounded upon the strong- 
est instance that can be given m 
vour own family; though you 
have so little improved bv it 

The result is this, that I am 
fitter for this world than you: you 
for the next than me; — that*s the 
difference.-^ But lonff, long, for 
my sake, and for hundreds 'of 
saKOs, may it be before you Quit 
us for company more congenial to 
you and more worthy of you ! 

1 communicated to my mother 
the account you give . of your 
strange reception; also what a 
horrid wretch they have found out 
for you ; and the compulsory treat- 
ment they give you. It only set 
her on magnifying her lenity to 
me on my tyrannical behaviour, as 
she will call it [mothers must have 
theic way, you know, my dear] to 
the man whom she so 'warmly re- 
commends, against whom it seems 
• p. gg. 
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there can be no just exception; 
and expatiating upon the com- 
plaiaance I owe her for her indul- 
gencOt So 1 believe I must eom« 
municate to her nothinff further 

— espeeially as I know sne would 
condemn the correspondence be- 
tween us , and that between you 
and Lovelace, as clandestine and 
nndntiful proceedings, and di- 
vulge our secret besides: for duty 
implicU is her cry. And moreover 
she lends a pretty open ear to the 

Ereachmcnts of that starch old 
achelor your uncle Antony ; and 
for an example to her daughter 
would be more careful how she 
takes your part, be the cause ever 
60 just. 

Yet this is not right policy 
neither. For people who allow 
nothing, will be granted nothing: 
in other words , those who aim at 
carrying too many points will not 
be able to carry any. 

But can you divine, my dear, 
what tbatold preachment-making 
plump -hearted soul ^our uncle 
Antony means by his 'frequent 
amblings hither? — Ther6 is such 
smirking and smiling between my 
mother and him! such mutual 
praises of economy; and '*That 
IS my way!" — and ''ThisI doV 

— and **I am slad it has vot^^* ap- 
probation, sir! — and '* You look 
mto every thine, madam !"^ — 
"Nothing would be done, if I 
did not I — such exclamations 
aeainst servants! such exaltings 
of self! and dear-heart f and^uod 
lack! — and 7at A day! — and 
now and then their conversation 
dnking into a whiiperiag accent^ 



if / come cross them! — 111 tell 
you, my dear, I don't above half 
like it 

Only that these old bachelors 
usually take as many yean to 
resolve upon matrimony as they 
can reasonably expect to live , or 
I should be ready to fire upon hi» 
visits; and to recommend Mr. 
Hickman to my mother's accept- 
ance, as a much more eligible 
man : for what he wants in years, 
he makes up in gravity! and if 
you will not chide me, 1 will say, 
that there is a primness in both 
(especially when the man has pre- 
sumed too much with me upon my 
mother's favour for him, and is 
under discipline on that account) 
as makes them seem near of kin: 
and then in contemplation of my 
sauciness, and what they both 
bear from it, they sigh away I — 
and seem so mightily to compas- 
sionate each other, that if pity be 
but one remove from love, I am in 
no danger, while tliev both are in 
a great deal, and don t know it 

Now, my dear, I know yon will 
be upon me with your grave airs: 
so in for the lamb, as the saying 
is, in for the sheep; and do yon 
yourself look about you: for ril- 
have a pull with you by way of 
being aforehand. Hannibal, we 
read, always advised to attack tiie 
Komans upon their own territo- 
ries. 

You are pleased to say, and 
upon your word tool that your 
regards (a mighty quaint word for 
affections} are ntit samuch engaged^ 
as some of your friends suppose 
amoihBr peteim, ^What neei' 
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gyre one to imagine, my dear, that all your friends, by fighting o^omI 
me last month or two has been a him with impolitic violence, figtlt 
period extremely favourable to /or him. Ana Lovelace, my life for 



that other person; — whom it has, yours, notwithstanding all Ins 
made an obli^r of the niece for.venenition and assiduities, has 
his patience with the uncles. seen further than that veneration 

■r Bat, to pass that bv — so much and those assiduities ^so well cal- 
engaged 1 — How much, my dear? iculated to your meridian) will let 
-*- Shall I infer? Some of your him own he has seen — has seen, 

in short, that his work is doing for 



friends suppose a great deaL You 
«eem to own a little, 

Don*t be ansry. It is all fair: 
because you have not acknow- 
ledged to me that liitle. People, 
I have heard you say , who affect 
secrets, always excite curiosity. 

But you proceed with a kind of 
drawback upon your averment, as 



bim more effectually than he could 
do it for himself. And have you 
not before now said , that nothing, 
is so penetrating as the eye of a 
lover who has vanity? and who 
says Lovelace wants vanity? 

In short, my dear, it is my opi- 
nion, and that from the easiness of 



if recollection had given you a 'his heart and behaviour, that he 
doubt — you know not yourself^ if>^ has seen more than / have seen ; 
they he [so much engaged.] Was more than you think could be se^en 



it necessary to say this, to me? --- 
Mid to say it upon your word too ? 
— But you know best — yet you 
don*t neither, I believe. For a 
beginning love is acted by a subtle 



— more than I believe you ^uour- 
self know , or else yo» would let 
me know it. 

Already, in order to restrain 
him from resenting the indignities 



spirit; and oftentimes discovers j he has received, and which are 
itself to a bystander, when the daily offered him, he has prevailed 
person possessed- (why should I : upon you to correspond with him 



not call possessed f) knows not it 
has such a demon.' 

But further you say, what 
FBBFSRABLS fuvour you may have 
for him to any other person^is owing 
more to the usage he has i-eceived, 
and fpr your sake bome,lhan to any 
personal consideration. 

This is generously said. It is 
in character. But, my friend, 
depend upon it,^ou are in danger. 
Depend upon it, whether you 
know it or not , you are a Uttie in 
foi't, Yournative generosity and 



of 



endanger yon:it^cing 



privately. I khow he has nothing 
to boast of from ichat you have 
written: but is not his inducing 
you to receive bis letters, and to 
answer them, a great point 
gained ? By your insisting that he 
should keep this correspondence 
private, it appears that there is 
one secret which you* do not wish 
the world should know: and he 
is master of that secret. He is 
indeed himself, as I may say, that 
secret! what airintimacy does this 
beg^t jfor the Idverl how is it dia« 
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Yet who, as things are utuated, 
can blame youV -^ Your con- 
descendion has no doubt hitherto 
prevented great mischiefs. It must 
DO continued, for the same rear 
aont, while the cause remains. 
You are drawn in by a perverse 
fate* against incliuation: but 
custom, with such laudable pur- 
poses, will reconcile the iueon- 
venienev, and make an inclination 
— And I would advise you (as you 
would wish to manage on an oc- 
casion so critical with that pru- 
dence which eovems all your ac- 
tions) not to be afraid of entering 
npon a close examination into the 
true springs and grounds of this 
jovat penerosiiy to that happy man. 

It 18 my humble[ opinion, I tell 
you frankly, that on inquiry it will 
come out to be lovb — don t start, 
my dearl — has not 3'our man 
himself had natural philosophy 
enough to observe already to your 
aunt Hervey, that love takes [the 
deepest root in the steadiest 
minds? The deuce take his sly 
penetration, I was going ,to say : 
for this was six or seven weeks 
ftgo. 

/ have been tinctured, you 
know. Nor on the coolest renec- 1 
tion, could I account how and 
when the jaundice began: but had 
been over head and ears, as the 
saying is, but for some of that ad- 
vice from you which I now return 
you. Yet my man was not half so 
— so what, my dear -^ to be sure 
Lovelace is a charmine fellow. 
And were he only -9- but I will not 
m«kke yon glow^ as you read -* 
-^ upoD mj trord I «iU- 9ot — 



Yet, my dear, don*t yon find at 
your heart somewhat unilsual 
make it so throb, throb, throb,, as 
you reaajust here? — If you dp, 
don't be ashamed to own it -r it is 
your generosity^ my love! tha^s 
alM — But, as the Boman augur 
said, Caesar, beware of the Ides Qf 
March. 

Adieu, my dearest friend. — 
Forgive, and very speedily, by 
the new-found expedient, tell me, 
that you forgive 

Your ever affectionate 

Anka Howb. • 

LBTTEB ZI. 
Mils Clarissa Harlowe to Misa Howe. 

Wednesday, March 1. 

You both nettled and alarmed 
me, my dearest Miss Howe, by 
the [concluding part* of your last. 
At first reading it, I did not think 
it{necessarpr, said I to myself, to 
guard against a critic, when I was 
writing to so dear a Mend, fiat 
then recollecting myself,' is there 
not more in it, said I, than the re- 
sult of a vein so naturally lively? 
surely I must have been guilty of 
au inadvertence. Let me enter 
into the dose* examination of my«- 
self which my beloved friend aa* 

jVii»P8. 

I idoBo; and cannot own any of 
the gloWj any of the throbs vou 
m .*uiiuu-— vptm my word 1 will- re- 
jieat, I cannot. And yet the* 
passages in my letter upon which 
you are so humorously severe, lay 
me fairly open to your agreeable 
raillery. 1 own they do. And * 
cannot tell whet jtoxAin^ mind ^ 
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taken to dictate so oddly to my 
pen. 
Bat, pray now — is it saying so 
ach, when one, who has no rery 
particular regard to any man, 
says, there are some who are pre* 
ferable to others f and is it blame- 
able to ssythey are the preferable, 
who are not well used by one*s re- 
lations; yet dispense with that 
usage out of* regard to one's self 
which they would otherwise re- 
sent? Mr. LrOTelace, for instance, 
I may be allowed to say, is a man 
to be preferred to Mr. Solmes; 
and that I do prefer him to that 
man: but, surel^^, this may be 
said without its beine a necessary 
consequence that 1 must be in 
love with him. 

Indeed I would not be in love 
with him, as it is called, for the 
world: first, bec^ttse I have no 
opinion of his morals; and think 
it a fault in which our whole fa- 
mily (my brother excepted) has 
hadf a share, that he was permitted 
to visit us with a hope; which, 
however being distant, did not, as 
I have observed heretofore*, en- 
title any of us to call him to ao- 



eqnivalent to ft woman's love. In 
short, his very politeness, &ot> 
withstanding the advantages he 
must have had fifom his birth and 
education, appear to me to be 
constrained ; and -with the most 
remarkably easy and gentee^e]> 
son, something, at times, seems to 
be behind in his manner that is too 
studiously kept in. Then, good- 
humoured as he is thought to be In 
the main to other peivpl^s servants, 
and this even to familiarity (al- 
though, as yon have observed, a 
familiarity that has dignity in it 
not unbecoming a man of quality), 
he is apt sometimes to break out 
into a passion with his own: an 
oath or a curse follows; and such 
looks from those servants as plain- 
ly shew terror; and that they 
should have fared worse had they 
not been in my bearing: with a 
confirmation in the master's looks 
of a surmise too well justified. 

Indeed, my dear, this man is 
not THE man. I have great ob- 
jections to him. My heart throbs 
not after him. I glow not, but 
with indignation against myself 
for having given room for such an 



count for such of his immoralities imputation. — But you must not, 
as came to our ears; Next, be- my dearest friend, construe corn- 
cause I think him to be a vainmon gratitude into love. I can- 
man, capable of triumphing (so- not bear that yon should. Bnt if 
cretly at least) | over a <^' person ever I should have the misfortune 
whose heart he tninkS' he has en- 1 to think it love, I promise yoa 
ga^ed. And, thirdly, because the upon my wordy which is thesameaa 
assiduities and veneration which t<pon my honour, that I vnil ac- 
you impute to him, seemto carry quaint you with it. 
an haughtiness in them, as if he | You bid me to tell yon vety > 
tkought his address had a merit in speedily, ILnd by the new-found - 
it, that would be- more than an expedient^ that I am not die* ^ 
- *v«ti»^f»4i/fi' ipleasedw]tbyoiifotyiO«(agrea«- 
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able raillery: I despatch this 
therefore immediately; postpon- 
iog to my next the accouut of the 
indacements whicK^ my friends 
have to promote with so much 
earnestaesa the address of Mr. 
Solmes« 

Be satisfied, my dear, mean- 
time, that I am not displeased 
with you: indeed I am not. On 
the contrary,! give you my hearty 
thanks for your friendly prcmoni- 
tious. And I charge you (as I 
have often done) that if you [ob- 
serve any thing in me so, very 
faulty as would require from you 
to others in my behalf the pallia- 
lion of fi'icndly and partial love, 
you acquaijit me with it: forme- 
thinks I w^uld so conduct myself 
as not to give reason even for an 
adversary to Cfiiisure me: and how 
shall so weak and so young a 
creature avoid the censure of such, 
if my fi-iend will not hold a look- 
ing-glass before me to let me see 
my imperfections? 

Judge me, then, my dear, as any 
indiiferent person (knowing what 
you know or mv) would do. I may 
at first be a little pained; may 
^loio a little perhaps to be found 
less worthy of your friendship 
than T wish to be ; but assure your- 
•elf, ^at your kind correction will 
gi^eme reflection that shall ^MTte/icZ 
me* if it do not, you will have a 
fiaalttoaceusemeof, that will be 
iikiAxXy inexctifKihie: a fault, let me 
add, that should you not accuse 
me of it (if in vour opinion 1 am 
gliiHy)-yoii will not be so much, 
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yours; since I have never spared 
you on the like occasions. 

Here I break off; to begin an- 
other letter to you; with the as- 
surance, meantime, that I am, and 
ever will be. 

Your equally affectionate 
and grateful 

Cl. Hablowe* I 

LETTER Zn. 
Miss Howe to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

Tbarsday morn. March 2. 

Indeerl you would not be in love 
with him for the world! — Your 
servant, my dear. Nor would I 
have you. For I think, with all 
the advantages of person, fortune, 
and family, he is not by any means 
worthy of you. And this opinion ' 
I give as well from the reasonsyou 
mention (which I cannot 'but con- 
jSrm) as from what I have heard of 
him but a few.hourj a^o iiromMrs. 
Fortescue, a favonrite of Lady 
Betty Lawrence, who knows him 
well — but let me congratulate 
you, however, on your being the 
first of our sex that ever I heard of, 
who has been able to turn that 
lion, love, at her own pleasure into 
a lap-do^. 

Well but, if you have not (the 
throbs and the glows, you have 
not: and are not inlove; good rea- 
son why — because you would not 
be in love ; and there's no more to 
be said — only, my dear, I shall 
keep a good look-out upon you ; 
and so I hope you will upon your- 
self: for it is no manner of argu- 
ment that because you would not 



warmly^ my friend as I am . be in love, you therefore are not. 
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— But before I part entirely with 
this aabject , a word in your ear, 
my charming friend — 'tis only by 
way of caution , and in pursuance 
of the general observation, that a 
Btander-by is often a better judge 
of the game than those that play. 

— May it not be, that you have 
had, and have, such cross crea- 
tures and such odd heads to deal 
with, as have not allowed you to 
attend to the throbs ?^-r Or, if you 
had them a little now and then, 
whether having had two accounts 
to place them to, you have not by 
mistake put them to the wrong 
one? 

But whether you have a value 
for Lovelace or not, I know you 
will be impatient to hear what 
Mrs. Fortescue - has said of him. 
Nor will 1 keep you longer in 
suspense. 

Au hundred wild stones she 
tells of him, from childhood to 
manhood: for, as she observes, 
having never been subject to con- 
tradictionf, he was always as 
mischievous as a monkey. But I 
shall pass over these whole hun- 
dred of jliis puerile rogueries (al- 
though indicative ones, as I may 
say) to take notice as well of some 
things you are not quite ignorant 
of, as of others you know not; and 
to make a few observations upon 
him and his ways. 

Mrs. Fortescue owns, what every 
body knows, *Hhat he is notorious* 
ly, nay, avowedly, a man of plea- 
sure; yet says , that in any thing 
he sets his heart upon or under- 
takes, he is the most industrious 
and persevering mortal under the 



sun. He rests it seems not above 
six hours In the twenty-four — any 
more than you. He delights in 
writing. Whether at Lord M.'b, 
or at Lady Betty's, or Lady 
Sarah's, he has always a pen in 
his lingers when he retires. One of 
his companions (confirming his 
love of writing) has told her, that 
his thoughts now rapidly to his 
pen;" and you add 1, my dear, 
have observed, on more occasions 
than one, that though he writes 
even a fine hand, he is one, of the 
readiest and quickest of writers. 
He must indeed have had early a 
very docile genius; since a per- 
son of his pleasurable turn and act- 
ive spirit, could never have sub- 
mitted to take long or great pains 
in attaining the qualincations he 
is master of; qualifications so sel- 
dom attained oy youth of quality 
and fortune; by such especially of 
those of either, who, like him, 
have never known what it was to 
be controlled. 

**He had once it seems the 
vanity, upon being complimented 
on these talents (and on his sur- 
prising diligence, for a man of 
pleasm'e') to compare himself to 
Julius C^asar; who performed 
great actions by day, and wrote 
them down at night: and valued 
himself, that he only wanted 
CaBsar*s out-setting, to ma^ a 
figure among his cotemporaries. 

*^He spoke this indeed, she says, 
with an air of pleasantry : for Mie 
observed, and so have we, that 
he has the art of acknowledging 
his vanity with so much humour, 
that it sets him above tiie con- 
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tempt which is due to vanity and 
self ^ opinion ; and at the same 
time half persuades those who 
hear him, that he really deserves 
the exaltation he ^ives himself." 

But supposing it to be true that 
all his \'^cant nightly hours are 
employed in writing, what can 
be Ms subjects? If , like Cassar, 
his own actions, he mu^t undoubt- 
edly be a very euterprisipg and 
very wicked man; since nobody 
suspects him to have a serious 
turn: and, decent as he is in his 
conversation with us, his writings 
are not probably such as would 
redound cither tq his owu honour, 
or to the benefit of others, were 
they to be read. He must be 
conscious of this, since Mrs. For- 
tescue says, ^^tliat in the great 
correspondence by letters which 
he holds , he is as secret and as 
careful as if it were of a treason- 
able nature: yet troubles not his 
head with politics, though nobody 
knows the interests of princes and 
courts better than he is said to 
do." 

That you and I, my dear, should 
love to write is no wonder. We 
hav« always, from tlie time each 
«ould hold a pen, delighted in 
i^istolary correspondences. Our 
employments are domestic and 
seoentary; and we can scribble 
Upon twenty innocent subjects, 
and take delight in them because 
they are innocent; though were 
they to be seen, they might not 
much profit or please others. But 
that such a gay, lively young 
fellow as this, who rides; hunts, 
trarelSy frequents the |>ub]io enter- 



tainments, and has m«afi« to par- 
sue his pleasures , should be able 
to set himself down to write for 
hours together, as you and I have 
heard him say he frequently does, 
that is the strange thing. 

Mrs. Fortescue says, '^that he 
is a complete master of short-hand 
writing. By the way , what in- 
ducements could such a swift 
writer as he have to learn short- 
hand! 

She says (and we know it as 
well as she) ^* that he has a sur- 
prising memory ; and a very lively 
imagination." 

Whatever his other vices are, 
all the world, as well as Mrs. For- 
tescue, says, '*he is a sober man. 
And among all his bad qualities, 
gamma ^ that great waster |of time 
as well as fortune, is not his vice; " 
so that he must have his head as 
cool, and his reason as clear, as 
the prime of youth and his natural 
gaiety will permit; and by his 
early morning hours, a ereat por- 
tion of time upon his hands, to 
employ in writiag, or worse. 

Mi-s. Fortescue says, "he has 
one gentleman who is more his 
intimate and correspondent than 
any of the rest.'' x ou remember 
what his dismissed bailiff said of 
him and of his associates*. 1 don't 
find but that man's character of 
him was in general pretty just. 
Mrs. Fortescue confirms this part 
of it, *Uhat all his relations are 
afraid of him; and^ that his pride 
sets him above owing obligations 
to them. She believes he is clear 
of the world! and that he will 
* p. 24, 25. 
4» 
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eontinae bo:" No doabt from the 
same motive that makes him avoid 
being obh'ged to his relations. 

A person willing to {think fa- 
Toovably of him would hope, that 
9L brave, a Uat-ned, and a diliyeni 
man I cannot be naturally a Oad 
man. — Bat if he be better than 
his enemies say he is (and if vi^orsc, 
he is guilty of an inexcusable fault 
in bein^ so careless as he is of his 
reputation. I think a man can be 
so but from one of these two rea- 
sons: eitheivthat he is conscious 
he deserves the ill spoken of him ; 
or, that he takes a pride in being 
thought worse than he is. Both 
very bad and threatening indica- 
tions; since the first must shew 
him to be utterlv abandoned ; and 
it is but natural to conclude from 
the other, that what a man is not 
ashamed to have imputed to him, 
he will not scruple to be guilty of 
whenever he has an opportunity. 

Upon the whole, and upon all 
I could gather from Mrs. Fortes- 
cue , Mr. Lovelace is a very faulty 
man. You and I have thought 
him too gay, too inconsiderate, 
too rash , too little an hypocnte, 
to be fleep. You see he never 
would disguise his natural temper' 
^^aughty as it certainly is) withj 
respect to your bi*others be-| 
haviour to him. Where he thinks 
a contempt due, he pays it to the 
uttermost. Nor has he complais- . 
ance enough to spare your uncles. 

But were he deep, and ever so 
deep;, vou would soon penetrate | 
him , if thev would leave you to ' 
yourself. His vanity would be 
your clue. Never man had more : 



yet, as Mrs. Fortescue observed^ 
*' never did man carry it off so 
happily.*' There is a strange 
mixture in it of humorous viva- 
city: since but for one half of 
what he says of himself, when he 
is in the vein, any other man 

would be insufferable. 

• * * 

Talk of the devil , is an old say- 
ing. The lively wretch has maae 
me a visit, and is but just gone 
away. He is all impatience and 
resentment at the treatment you 
meet with ; and full of apprehen- 
sions too, that they will carry 
their point with you. 

X told him my opinion, that you 
will never be brought to think of 
such a man as Solmcs; but that it 
will probably end in a composi- 
tion, never to have either. 

No man, he said, whose fortunes 
and alliances arc so considerable* 
ever had so little favour from a 
womah for whose sake he had 
borne so much. 

I told him my mind as freely as 
I used to do. But who ever was 
in fault, self being judge? He 
complaiucd of spies set upon his 
conduct, and to pry into his life 
and morals, and this by your br% 
ther and uncles. 

I told him', that this was very 
hard upon him; and the more so, 
as neitner his life nor morals per- 
haps would stand a fair inquiry. 

He smiled , and called himself 
my servant, — The occasion was 
too fair, he said, for Miss Howe, 
who never spared him, to let it 
pass. But, Lord help the shal- 
low souls of the Harlowes I Would 
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I believe it? They were for.tura<' 
ing plotters upon mm. They had 
best take care he did not pay 
tliem in their awn coin. Tneir 
hearts vrere better turned for such 
works tb an t heir heads, 

I asked him , if he yalucd him* 
sejf upon having a head better 
turned than theirs for .ntch worksy 
as he called them? 

He drew off: and then ran into 
the highest professions of reve- 
rence and affection for you. 

Theobjoct so meritorious, who 
can doubt the reality of his pro- 
fessions? 

Adieu, my dearest, my noble 
friend ! — 1 love and admire you 
for the generous conclusion of 
vour last more than 'I can express. 
Though I began this letter with 
impertinent Raillery, knowing that 
you always loved to indulge my 
mad vein ; yet never was there a 
heart that more glowed with 
friendly love than that of 

Your own 

A21K1. HowB. 



LETTER Xni. 
Mist Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Wedn. March 1. 

I MOW take up my pen , to lay 
before you the inducements and 
motives which my friends have to 
etjpoase so earnestly the address 
ofthis Mr. Solmes. 

In order to set this matter in a 
clear light, it is necessary |to go a 
little back, and even perhaps to 
mention some things which you 
already know: and so ^ou may 
look upon what. I am gomg to re- 



late as a kind of supplement to my 
letters of the 15tii and 20th of Ja- 
nuary last*. 

In those letters of which I have 
kept memorandums, I gave you 
an account of my brotner's and 
sister's antipathy toMr. Lovelace^ 
and the methods they took (so far 
as they had then come to my 
knowledge) to ruin him in the 
opinion of my other friends. And 
I told you, that after a very cold 
vet not a directlv affrontive be- 
haviour to him , they all of a sud- 
den** became more violent, and 
proceeded to personal insults; 
which brought on at last the un- 
happy rencounter between my 
brother and him. 

Now you must know, that from 
the last conversation that passed 
between my aunt and me, it comes 
out, that this sudden vehemence 
on my brother's and sister's parts, 
was owing to stronger reasons 
than* to the college- begun anti- 
pathy on his side, or to slighted 
love on hers; to wit, to an appre- 
hension that my uncles intended to 
follow my grandfather's example 
in my favour; at least in a higher 
degree than they wish they should. 
An apprehension founded it seems 
on a conversation between mj|rtwo 
uncles and my brother and sister; 
which, my aunt communicated to 
me in confidence, as an argument 
to prevail upon me to accept of 
Mr. Solmes's noble settlements: 
urging, that such a seasonable 
eompfianoe would • frustrate m^ 
t>rotiMr's and sister's views, f' 

• Letters iv. v. 
** See I«ettev !▼. p. ^. 
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dBtablish me for ever in the love of 
my father and uacles. 

I will give you the sabstance of 
this commnnicated conversation, 
after I have made a brief intro- 
ductory observation or two : which, 
however, I hardly need to make to 
you, who are so well acquMnted 
with us all, did not the series or 
thread of the story reqnire it. 

I have more than once men- 
tioned to you the darling view 
some of us have long had of raising 
a family , as it is called : a reflec- 
tion, as I have often, thought, 
upon our own; which is no incon- 
siderable or upstart one, on either 
Bide: my mother's, especially. -* 
A view too frequently it seems 
entertained by families which, 
having great substance, cannot 
be satisfied without rank and 
title. 

My uncles had once extended 
this view to each of us three chil- 
dren; urgiuff, that as they them- 
selves intended not to*iarrjr, we 
each of us might be so portioned, 
and so advantageously matched, 
as that our posterity, if not our 
selves, might make a first figure 
in our country, — While my bro- 
ther, as the only son , thought the 
two girls might be very well pro- 
vided for by ten or fifteen thousand 
pounds apiece: aind that all the 
real estates in the family; to wit, 
my grandfather's, and two uncles*, 
and the remainder of their respec- 
tive personal estates, together 
with what he had an expectation 
of from hisgodmother, wouldmake 
such a noble fortune, and give him 
such ^ i^ftevest^ ^ might entitle! 



him tohope for a peerage. Kothing( 
less would satisfy his ambition. 

With this view he gave himself 
airs very early : * * That his grand- 
father and uncles were his stew- 
ards : that no man ever had better : 
that daughters were but incum- 
brances and drawbacks upon a fa- 
mily:'* and this low and familiar 
expression was often in his mouth, 
and uttered always with the self- 
complaisance which an imagined 
happy thought can be supposed to 
give the speaker; to wit, "That 
a man who has sons brings up 
chickens for his own table, whereas 
dau^ht^rs are chickens brought 
up for the tables of other men.** 
This accompanied with the equal* 
ly polite reflection, " That to in- 
duce people to take them off their 
hands, the family stock must be 
impaired into the bargain ," used 
to put my sister out of ail patience: 
and although she now seems to 
think a younger sister only can be 
an incumbrance, she was then 
often proposing to me to make a 
party in our own favour against 
my brother's rapacious views ^ as 
she used to call them : while I was 
foY considering the liberties he 
took of this sort as the efi^ect of a 
temporary pleasantry; which in 
a young man not naturally good- 
humoured, I was glad to see; or 
as a foible that deserved raillery,' 
but no other notice. 

But when my grandfather's will 
(of the purport of which in my 
particular favour, until it was 
opened,! was as ignorant as they) 
had lopped off one branch of my 
brother's expectation; hewasex- 
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tremely dissatisfied with me. No- 
body indeed was pleased: for al- 
though every one loved me, yet 
being the youngest child , father, 
uncles, brother, sister, all thought 
themselves postponed , as to mat- 
ter of right and power : [Who loves 
not power?] and my father him- 
self could not bear that I should 
be made sole, as I mav call it, and 
independent: for such the will, as 
to that estate and the powers it 
gave (unaccountably as they all 
said) made me. 

To obviate therefore every one's 
jealousy, I gave up to my father's 
management, as vou know, not 
only the estate, out the money 
be<jueathed me (which was a 
moiety of what my grandfather 
had by him at his death ; the other 
moiety being bequeathed to my 
sister); contenting myself to take 
as from his bounty what he was 
pleased to allow me, without de- 
siring the least addition to my an- 
nual stipend. And then I hoped 
I had laid all envy asleep : but still 
my brother and sister (jealous , as 
now is evident, of mv two uncles' 
favour for me, and of the pleasure 
I had given my father and them 
by this act of duty) were every 
nOw-and-then occasionally doing 
me, covert ill offices: of which, 
however, I took the less notice, 
when I was told of them, as I 
thought I had removed the cause 
of their envy; and I imputed every 
thing of that sort to the petulance 
they ate both pretty much noted 
for. 

My' brother's acquisition then 
took plac6. This made us all very 



happy ; and he went down to take 
possession of it: and his absence 
(on so good an account too) made, 
us still happier. Then followed 
Lord M.'s proposal for my sister: 
and this was an additional felicity 
for the time. 1 have told you how 
exceedingly good-humoured it 
made mv sister. 

You know how that went off: 
you know what came on in its 
place. 

My brother then returned ; and 
we were all wrong again: and 
Bella, as I observed in my letters 
above-mentioned, had an oppor- 
tunity to ^ive herself the credit of 
having refused Mr. Lovelace, on 
the score of his reputed faulty 
morals. This united my brother ^ 
and sister in one cause. They set 
themselves on all occasions to de- 
preciate Mr. Lovelace, and his 
family too (afamily which deserves-, 
nothing but respect): and this 
gave rise to the conversation I am 
leading to between my uncles and 
them : of which I now come to give 
the particulars; after I have ob- 
served, that it happened before the 
rencounter, and soon after the 
inquiry made into Mr. Lovelace's 
affairs had come out better than 
my brother and sister hoped it 
would.* 

They were bitterly inveighing " 
against him , in their usual way, 
strengthening their invectives with 
some new .stories in his disfavour; 
when my uncle Antony, having 
given them a patient hearing, de- ] 
clared, "That he thought t^e 
gentleman behaved.like a gentle- 

• See Letter iv. p. 24, 6z, 
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man;- his nieoe Clary, with pm- given by him on the following in- 
dence; and that a Ynord honour- cident. 

able alliance'for the family, as he . An unhappy tenant of m}r uncle 
had often told then , could nOt be Antony came petitioning ito my 
wished for: since Mr. Lovelace uncle for forbearance, in Mr. 
had a very good paternal- estate; Lovelace's presence. When h« 
and that, by the evidence of an had fruitlessly withdrawn, Mr. 
enemy, all clear. Nor did it appear, L6ve)ace pleadedhis cause so well, 
that he was so bad a man as he that' the man was called in again, 
had been represented to be: wild and had his suit granted. And 
indeed; but it was at a gay time Mr. Lovelace privately followed 
of life: he was a man of sense; him out, and gave him two guineas, 
and he was sure that his niece , for present relief; the man having 
would not have him, if she had not declared, that, at the tiiiilPi-he had 
good reason to think him reformed, ' not five shillings in the wdHtts 
or that there was a likelihood that ' On this occasion , he told^my 
she could reform him by her ex- 'uncle (but without any airs of 
ample." ostentation) that he haa once ob- 

My uncle then gave one in- ' served an old tenant and his wife 
stance, my aunt told me, as aproof | in a very mean habit at church ; 
of a generosity in Mr. Loveiace's | and Questioning them about it 
spirit, which convinced him, that next aay , as he knew they had no 
he was not a bad man in nature; hard bargain in their farm, the mau 
and that he was of a temper, he 'said, he had done some very foolish 
was pleased to say , like my own : things with a eood intention, which 
which was, that when he (my uncle) had put him hehindhand , and he 
had represented to him, that he | could not have paid his rent, and 
might , if he pleased , make three ' appear better, lie asked him how 
or four hundred pounds a year of long it would take him to retrieve 
his paternal estate , more than he | the foolish step he acknowledged 
did; he answered, '^That his he had made. He said, perhaps 
tenants paid their rents well : that two or three years. " Well then," 
it was a maxim with his family, 'said he, **i will abate you $ve 
from which he would by no means ' pounds a year for seven years, 
depart, never to rack-rent old provided you will lay it out upon 
tenants, or their descendants; and your wife and self, that you may 
that it was a pleasure to him , to ' make a Sunday appearance tike 
see all his tenants look fat, sleek, my tenants. Meantime, take this 
and contented." ^ ' I (putting his hand in his pockety 

I indeed* had once occasionally and giving him five guineas) to put 
heard him say something like this ; I yourselves in present plight; and 
and thought he never looked so let me see you next Sunday at 
well as at the time; — except church, hana in hand, like an ho- 
once; and that was in an instance nest and loving couple; and I 
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bespeak you to dine with me after- ' of Great Britain : — and upon that 
wards." ^ 'prospect [here wwt the mortifying 

Although this pleased me when stroke] he should, for his own part, 
I heard it, as giving an instance at | think it not wrong to hiake such 
the same time, .not lessening (as dispositions as should contribute 
my uncle took. Aotice) the yearly j to the better support of the dig- 
vaiue of the farm; yet, my dear, nitv." 
I had no throbs,', no glows upon it! My uncle Harlpwe, it seems, fa^ 

— L^j)onm^t6'om,IhadDot. Never- from disapproving of what bis 
thelcss I own to you, that I could , brother had said, (reclared, "That 
not help saying to myself on the there was but one objection to an 
occasion, "Were it ever to be my 'alliance with Mr. Lovelacej; to 
lot to have this man, he would not wit, his faulty morals : especially 
faindeif me fi'om pursumg the me- ' as so much could be done for Mis9 
thbdsllb much delight to take." | Bella, and for my brother too, by 

— With* ** A pity, that such a man \ my father, and as my brother was 

actually possessed of a consider- 
able estate by virtue of the" deed 
of gift and will of his godmother 
Lovell." 

Had I known this before, I 
should the less have wondered at 
many things I have been unable to 
account for in my brother's and 
sister's behaviour to me; and been 



were hot uniformly good ! " 
Forgive me this digression. 
' My uncle went on (as my aunt 
told me), "That, besides hispater- 
nal estate , he was the immediate 
heir to very splendid fortunes: 
that, when he was in treaty for his 
niece Arabella , Lord M. told him 
(my uncle) what great things he 



and his two sisters intended to do | more on my guard than I imagined 
for him, in order to qualify him for there was a necessity to be. 
the title, which would be extinct You may easily guess how much 
at his lordship's death , and which this conversation affected my 
they hoped to procure for him. {brother at the time. He could 
That it was with this view that his not,you know, but be very uneasy 
relations were all so earnest for to hear two of his stewards talk at 
his marrying: that as he saw not this rate to his face, 
where Mr. Lovelace could better He had from early days, by his 
himself; so, truly, he thought violent temper, maoe himself both 
there was wealth enough in their , feared and courted by the whole 
own family to build up three con- j family. My father, himself, as I 
siderable ones: that therefore he have lately mentioned, very often 
must needs say, he was the more (lon^ before my brother's ac- 
desirous of this alliance, as there quisitions had made him still more 
was a ereat probability, not only ' assuming) gave way to him as to 
from Mr. Lovelace's descent, but \ an only son who was to build up 
from his fortunes, that his niece ^ the name, and augment the ^''*''^"* 
Clarissamight one day be a pe^ess : of it. Little inducement t 



S8 



THE HISTOBT OF 



had my brother to correct a temper 
which gave him so much con- 
qideration with every bod^. 

''See, sister Bella,*' said he, in 
an indecent passion before my un- 
cles, on the occasion I have men- 
tioned — " See how it is I -r You 
and I ought to look about us! — 
This little syren is in a fair way 
out-uncle y as she has already out 
grand- fathered us both I " 

From this time (as I now find it 
plain upon recollection) did my 
brother and sister behave to me, 
as to one who stood in their way ; 
and to each other, as having but 
one interest: and were resolved 
therefore to bend all their force to 
hinder an alliance from taking 
effect, which they believed was 
likely to oblige them to contract 
their views. 

And how was this to be done, 
after such a declaration from both 
my uncles? 

My brother found out the way. 
My sister (as I hnve said) went 
hand in hand with him. Between 
them, the family union was 



daughter ought to he who knows not 
what is good for herself. This is 
the lan^age of the family now. < 
But if I will suffer myself to be 
prevailed upon, how happy (as 
they lay it out) shall we all be! — 
Such presents am I to have, such 
jewels and I cannot tell what, 
from every one of thej^family! 
Then Mr. Solmes's fortune&are so 
great, aud his proposals so very 
advantageous (no relation whom 
he values), that there will be 
abundant room to raise mine upon 
them , were the high intended fa- 
vours of my own relations to be 
quite out of the question. More- 
over, it is now, with this view, 
found out, that I have qualifica- 
tions which of themselves will be a 
full equivalent to Mr, Solmes for , 
the settlements he is to make ; and 
still leave ^/munder an obligation 
to me for my compliance. He him- 
self thinks so, I am told — So y^ry ' 
poor a creature is he, even in Jds 
own eyes as well as in theirs. 

These desirable views answered, 
how rich , how splendid shall we 
broken, and every' one was made {all three be! And I — what ob- 
uneasy, Mr. Lovelace was re- "' 
ceivedmore and more coldly by 
all: but not being to be put out of 
his course by slights only^ per- 
sonal affronts succeeded; defian- 
ces next; then the ren-counter: 
that, as yon have heard, did the 
business: and now, ' if I do not 
oblige them, m^ grandfather's 
estate is to be litigated wHh me; 



ligations shall I lay upon them 
all ! — And that only by doing an 
act of duty so suitable to my char- 
acter and manner of thinking; if 
indeed I am the generous as well ' 
as dutiful creature I have hitherto 
made them believe T am. 

This is the bright side that is 
tunned to my father and uncles, to 
captivate them: but I api afraid,' 



and I , who never designed to take I th&t my brother's and sister's de- 
advantage of the independency sigh is to ruin me w|th them at 
bequeathed me, am to &e cwtfc-iany rate. Were it otherwise, would 
pendent upon my father's will, «» cr'tbey not oh' my return from you 
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have rather sought to court than 
frighten ine into measures which 
their hearts are so much bent to 
carry? A method they have fol- 
lowed ever since. 

Meantime, orders are nven to 
all the servants to shew toe high- 
est respect to Mr. Solmes; the 
generous Mr. Solmes is now his 
character with some of our family! 
But are not these orders a tacit 
confession, that they think his 
•own merit will not procure him re- 
sjpect? He is accoraingly, in every 
visit he makes, not onlv hij^hly 
caressed by the prinoipals oriour 
family, but obsequiously attended 
and cringed to by the menials. — 
And the noble settlements are 
echoed from every mouth. 

Nohle is the word used to en- 
foree the offers of a man who is 
mean enough avowedly to hcUe^ 
and wicked enough to propose to 
rob of their just expectations his 
own family (every one of which at 
the same time stands in top much 
need of his favour) in order to 
settle all he is worth upon me: 
and if 1 die without children , ana 
be has 'none by an^ other mar- 
riage, upon a family which al- 
read V abounds. Such are his pr^ 
po^als. 

But were there no other motive 
to induce me to despise the up- 
start man, is not this unjust one 
to his family enough? — The up- 
start many I repeat; for he was 
nbt bom to the immense riches he 
ifl possessed oi\ riches left by one 
niggard to another, in injury to 
the next heir, because that other 
18 It niggard. 'And should I not 
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be as culpable, do you think, in 
my acceptance of such unjust sett- 
lements . as he is in the offer of 
them, it I could persuade myself 
to be a sharer in them , or suner a 
reversionary expectation of pos- 
sessing them to influence my 
choice? 

^ Indeed it concerns me not a 
little, that my friends could be 
brought to encourage such offera 
on such motives as I think a per* 
son of conscience should not pre- 
sume to begin the world with* 

But this it seems is the only 
method that can be taken to dis- 
appoint Mr. Lovelace; and at the 
same time to answer all my rela- 
tions have to wish for each of |us« 
A.n^surelylv9\\\ not stand against 
such an accession to the family as 
may happen from marrying Mr.' 
Solmes: since now a t)o«.<72Mt/j^ is 
discovered (which sucn a grasping 
mind as my brother's can easily 
turn into a prohahflit^ that my 
grandfather's estate will revert to 
it, with a much more considerable 
One' of the man's own. Instances 
of estates falling in, in cases far 
moi*e unlikely toan this, are in* 
sisted upon: and my sister says, 
in the words of ah old saw, it is 
good to be related to an estate. 

While Solmes, smiling no doubt* 
to himself at a hope so remote, by 
offers^ onlv, obtains all their inter-' 
ests; and doubts not to join to his 
own the estate I am envied for; 
which for the conveniency of its 
situation between two 'of his , will 
it seems be of twice the value to; 
him "that it- would be of to anv' 
other person J and isf tfaere^ 
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doubt not ijtt stronger iriotiye with 
him than the wife. ' 

These, my dear, seem to me the 
principal inducements of my icela- 
tipns to espouse so vehemently as 
they do -this man*s suit. And here, 
once more, must I deplore the 
fkmily- fault, which gives those 
inducements such a force as it will 
be difficult to resist. 

And thus far, let matters with 
regard to Mr.Solmes and me come 
out as they will, my brother has 
succeeded in his viewsjj that is to 
say, l^e has, in the first place, got 
my Father to make the cause ^is 
own, and to insist upon my com- 
pliance as an act of duty. . . 

My Mother has never thought 
fit to oppose my father*s will, 
when once he h^ declared him- 
self determined. 

My Uncles, stiff, unbroken, 
bighly-prosperous bachelors, give 
me leave to say ^thou^h very 
yrorthy persons in the mam) have 
as high notions, of a child's^ duty, 
as of a wife*8 obedience; in the 
last of which , my mo therms meek- 
ness has confirmed- them, and 
giyeu them greater reason to ex- 
pect the /Jr.^^ 

My auntHARVET (not e^ttrcmely 
happy in her own nuptials, and 
{^haps under some little obliga- 
tion) IS got over, and chooses not 
to open her lips in my favour 
against the wills of a father and 
uncles so determined. 

This passiveness in my mother 
and in my aunt, in a point so con- ! 
^ary to their own first judgments, ' 
is too strong a proof that my father ! 
if absolute^ resolved. . j 



Their treatment of my wortfajf 
Mrs. Norton is a sad confirmation 
of it: a woman deserving of all 
consideration for her wisdom; and 
every body thinking so ; but whoj 
not being wealthy enough to have 
diie weight in a point against 
which she has given her opmioUi 
and which they seem bent upon 
carrying y is restrained from visit- 
ing here, -aud even from corre* 
sponding with inQ, as I am this 
very day.informed. 

Hatred to Lovelace^ family* 
aggrandizement, and this great 
motive parental authoriiff! — What 
a ioree Ainiied must theybesup* 
posed to have when singly; each 
consideration is 6ufiici«nt to carry 
all before it! . 

This is the f<mnMable appear- 
ance which thO' address ot this 
disagreeable, man wears at pre- 
sent. 

My Brother and my Sist^h 
triumph. — They have got me down^ 
as Hannah overheard them exult. 
And so they have (yet ICj never 
knew that 1 was insolently up); 
for now my brother will either lay 
me under an obligation to comply 
to my own unhappiness, and so 
make me an instrument of his 
revenge upon Lovelace; or, if I 
refuse, will throw me into disgracei 
with my whole family. 

Who will wonder at theintriguea 
and plots carried on by under- 
mining courtiers against one aur 
other, when a private family, but 
three of which can possibly havc^ 
clashing interests, and one of 
them (as she presumes to thiok) 
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above sacli low motives, cannot 
be free from them ? 

Wbat at present most concerns 
me, is the peace of my mother's 
mind! How can the husband of 
Much a wife (a good man too! — 
Bat oh ! this prerogative of man- 
kind!) be so positive f so unper- 
suadeabie^ to one who has brought 
into the family, means, which 
they know so well the value of, 
that methinks they should value 
her the more for their sake? 

They do indeed value her: but 
I am sorry to say, she has pur- 
chased that value by her compli- 
ances; yet has merit for which 
she ougnt to be venerated ; pru 
dence which ought to itself to be 
conformed to in every thing. 

But whither roves my pen? How 
dare a verse girl take these liber- 
ties with relations so very re- 
spectable, and whom she highly 
respects? What aii unhappy si- 
tuation is that which* obliges her, 
in her own defence as it were, to 
expose their failings ? 

But you, who know how much 
I love and reverence my mother, 
will judge what a difficulty 1 am 
under, to be obliged to oppose a 
scheme whidi she has engaged in. 
Yet I muRl oppose it (to comply is 
impossible); and must without 
delay declare mv opposition, or 
my aifficultieswul increase; since, 
as d am just now informed, a 
lawyer has been this very aay 
consulted [VVould y^ou have be- 
lieved it?J in relation to settle- 
ments. 

. Were ours a Roman Catholic 
family, how much happier for me. 



that they fhoug^annniiery would 
answer all their views! — How 
happy, had not a certain person 
slighted somebody! — All' then 
would have been probably con- 
cluded on between them before 
my brother had arrived to thwart 
the match: then had 1 had al 
sister, which now 1 have not; and 
two brothers: — both aspiring i 
possibly both titled: while I 
should only have valued that in 
either which is above title, Uiat 
which is truly noble in both I 

But by what a long -reaching 
selfishnessismy brother eovemedl' 
By what remote , exceedingly re- 
mote views! Views, which it is in 
the powcrof the slightest accident^ 
of a fever, for instance (the seeds' 
of which are always vegetating, aa 
I may say, and rea^ to burst 
forth, in his own impetuous temper) 
or of the provoked weapon of an 
adversarv, to blow up and destroy I 

1 will break off here. Let me 
write ever so freely of my friendsi 
I am sure of your kind con- 
struction: and I confide in your 
discretion, that you will avoid 
reading to or transcribing for 
others, such passages as may have 
the appearance of treating too 
freely the parental^ or even the 
fraternal cnaracterf pr . ind^uee. 
others to censure for a supposed 
failure in duty to the one, or de- 
cency to the other. 

Your truly affectionate, 
Cl. Harlowb, 
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Mits CUrisM Hwrlowe to IClis Howe. 

Thursday evening , March 2. 

On Hannah's depositing my 
long letter (begun yesterday, but 
by reason of several interruptions 
not finished till within this hour) 
she found and brought me yours 
of this day. 1 thank you, my dear, 
for this kind expedition. These 
few lines will perhaps be time 
enough deposited to be taken 
away by your servant with the 
other letter; yet they are only to 
thank you, and to tell you my in- 
creasing apprehensions. 

I must take or seek the occasion 
to apply to my mother for her me- 
diation; for I am in danger of 
having a day fixed, and antipathy 
taken for bashfiilness. — Snould 
not sisters be sisters to each other? 
Should they not make a common 
cause of it, as I may say, a cause 
of sex, on such occasions as the 
present? Yet mine, in support of 
my brother's selfishness, and no 
doubt, in concert with him, has 
been urging in full assembly it 
seems (and that with an earnest- 
ness peculiar to herself when she 
sets upon any thing) that an ab- 
solute day be given me^ and if I 
comply not, to be told, that it 
shall be to the forfeiture of all my 
fortunes, and of all their love. 

She need not be so officious : mj 
5ro/^r's interest, without hen, is 
strong enough; for he has found 
means to confederate all the fa- 
nuly against me. Upon some fresh 
provocation, or new intelliffence 
concerning Mr. Lovelace (I know 



not what it. is) they have bound 
themselves, or are to bind them- 
selves,, by a sisned paper, to one 
another [The Lord bless me , my 
dear, what shall I do!] to carry 
theirpoint in favour of Mr. Solmes.^ 
in support of my father's authority^ 
as it is called, and against Mr. 
Lovelace, as a libertine, and an 
enemy to the family : and if so , I 
am sure, I may say against me. — 
How impolitic in them all, to join 
two people in one interest, whom 
they wisn for ever to keep asunder ! 
What the discharged steward 
reported of him is surely bad 
enough : what Mrs. Fortescue said, 
not only confinns that bad, but 
gives room to think him still worse ; 
and yet the something further whicih 
my friends have come at of so 
heinous a nature (as Betty Bame« 
tells Hannah) that it proves him 
to be the worst of men. — Bat 
hang^the'man, I had almost said 
— What is he to me? What would. 
he be — were not this Mr. Sol — 

my dear , how I hate the man in 
the light he is proposed to me I 

All of them at the same time are 
afraid of Mr. Lovelace; yet not 
afraid to provoke him ! — How am 

1 entangled ! — to be obliged to go 
on corresponding with him ror 
their sakes — Heaven forbid, that 
their persisted-in Violence should 
so driveme, as to make it necessary 
for my oton ! 

But surely they will yield -•- La- 
deed /cannot 

I believe the gentlest spirits 
when provoked (causelessly and 
cruelly provoked) are the most de* 
termined. The reason may boi 
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that not taking up resolutions 

lightly — their very deliberation 

makes them the more immoveable. 

— And then when a point is clear 

and self-evident, how can one with 

patience think of entering into an 

argument orcontentionuponit? — 

An interruption obliges me to 

conclude myself, in some hurry, as 

well as fright, whatlmust ever be, 

Yours more than my own, 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

letter xv. 

Miss Howe to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

Friday, March 3. 

I havb both your letters at once. 
It is veiy unhappy, my dear, since 
your friends will have you marry, 
that a person of your merit should 
be addressed by a succession of 
worthless creatures^ who have 
nothing but their presumption for 
their excuse. 

That these presumers appeal* 
not in this very unworthy light to 
some of your friends, is because 
their defects are not so striking to 
them as to others. — And why? 
shall I venture to tell you? — Be 
eausethey are nearer their own 
standard — Modesty ^ after all, per- 
haps has a concern in it; for now 
should they think that a nieee or 
sisier of theirs [I will not go higher, 
for fear of incurring your dis- 
pleasure] should be an angel? ' 

But where indeed is the man to 
be found (who has the least share 
of due diffidence) that dares to 
look op to Miss Clarissa Harlowe 
with ko]|»e« or with any thing but 
wishesf ThoB the bold anafor- 



ward , not being sensible of their 
defects^ aspire; while the modesty 
of the really worthy fills them 
with too much reverence to permit 
them to explain themselves. Hence 
your Symmes's, your Byron's, your 
MuUin'^s, your Wyerley's (the best 
of the herd) and your Solmes's ,* in 
turn, invadeyou— Wretches that^ 
looking upon the rest of your fa- 
mily, need not despair of suc- 
ceeding in an alliance with it j — 
But , to you, what an inexcusably 
presumption ! 

Yet 1 am aft'aid all opposition 
will be in vain. You must, you 
will, I doubt, be sacrificed to this 
odious man. I know your family. 
There will be no resisting sucH 
baits as he has thrown out. 0, my 
dear, my beloved friend! and are 
such charming qualities, is such 
exalted merit, to be sunk in such sL 
marriage! — You must not, your 
Uncle tells my mother, dispute 
their authority. Authority ! what 
a full word is that in the mouth of 
a narrow-minded person, who hap- 
pened to be bom thirty years be- 
fore one! — Of your uncles I 
speak; for as to the parental aur 
thority, that ought to be sacred -^ 
But should not parents have reason 
for what they do? ' 

Wonder not, however, at your 
Beirsunsisterly behaviour in this 
affisir: I have a parti<mlar to add 
to the indooements your insolent 
brother is governed by, which will 
account for all her driving. You 
have already owned, that her out* 
ward e^vraa from the first struck 
with the figure and address of Hie 
man whom she pretends to d^ 
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«nd irho, 'tis certain, thoroughly take, as well upon Lovelace as 
despises her: but you have not upon you, if she can procure her 
tola me, that stiU she loves him of rival sister to be married to the 
all men. Bell has a meanness in man that sister hates; and so 
her very prfde; that meanness prevent her haying the man whom 
rises witn her pride, and goes hand she herself loves (whether dte have 

^. in hand with it; and no one is so hope ofhim or not,) and whom she 
' tiroud as fiell. Slie has owned her suspects her sister loves? 
love, her uneasy days, and sleep- Poisons and poniardahave often 
less nights, and her revenge been set to work by minds inflamed 
grafted upon her love, to her ta- by disappointed love, and actuated 
yourite Hetty Barnes — To Uv by revenge. — Will you wonder 
herself in the power of a ses«ant s tlien,. |hat the ties of relationship 
tongue! Poor creature! — r But irisuch a case have no force j and 
UKB little souls will find 6ne an* that a sister forgets to be a sister? 
other out, andmiti^le, as well as, Now I know this to be her secret 
UKB great ones. This however she motive (the more grating to her, 
told the wench in sti'ict confidence: as her pride is concerned to make 
and thus, by way of the female her disavow it), and can consider 

- round-ahouty as Lovelace had the it as joined with her former envy^ 
sauciness on /such another oc- and as strengthened by a brother, 
casion, in ridicule of our sex, to | who has such an aseendant over 
call it, Betty (pleased to be thought ^ the whole family ; and whosQ ia- 
worthy of a secret, and to have an terestCslavetoitashealwavswas) 
opportunity of inveighing against engaged him to ruin you with every 
Lovelace*s perfidy, as she would one: Both possessed of the ears of 
have it to be) told it to one of her all your family, and having it aa 
confidants: that confidant, with much in their power as in' theirJwill 
like injunctions of .secresy, to Miss to misrepresent all you say,.allyou 
Lloyd's Harriot-^ Harriot to Miss do ; such subjects also as the ren* 
Lloyd ^ Miss Kloyd ioine — I to counter, and Lovelace*s want of 
you, with leave to make what you morals to expatiate upon: your 
please of it ! whole family likewise avowedly 

• And npwy^Hi will not wonder to attached to the odious man^ hjr 
find Miss Bell an implacable rival means of the captivating propotfais 
rather than an affectionate sister ; he has made. them : — when I con- 
and will be able to account for the sider all these things , I am full df 
yfovdB witcha^o fly fff/ren^ and such- apprehensions for you. — Omy 
like, thrown out against you; and dear, how will you be able tomais* 
for her driving on for a fixed day tain vour ground? — I am sure« 
for sacrificing you to Solmes: in (alas! 1 am too sure) that they will 
short, for her rudeness and viol^ice subdue such a fine {spirit s» youn, 
^f every kind*. u . ; unused to opposition; and (fW^ttnof 

What a sweet revenge will she m Gath) you must be Mrs. Solmes! 
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Meantime, it is now easy, as yon 
wfll observe, to guess from what 
quarter the report I mentioned to 

5oa in one of my former, came. 
*hattheyoanger sister had robbea 
the elder of her lover*: ^r Betty 
whispered it at the time she 
whispered the rest, that neither 
Lpvelace nor you had done ho- 
nourably by her voun^ mistress— 
How cruel, my, dear, m you to rob 
the poor Bella of the only lover 
she ever had I — At the instant too 
that she was priding herself , that 
now at last sue should have it in 
her power not only to gratify her 
own susceptibilities, but to give an 
example to the fiirts of her sex** 
(my worship's self in her eye) how 
to govern tneir man with a silken 
reiut and without a curb-bridle. 
Upon the whole , I have now no 



doubt of their perse veringinfavom* I practising about it, and aiming at 



of the despicable Solmes; and of 
their dependence upon the gentle- 
ness of your temper, and the re* 
gard you have for their favour, 
and for your own reputation. And 
now I am more than ever con- 
vinced of the propriety of the ad- 
vice I formerly gave you, to keep 



it? 1 told you some time ago, that 
I thought your trials but propor- 
tioned to your prudence* : but you 
will be more than woman, if yon 
can extricate yourself with honour, 
having such violent spirits and 
sordid minds in seme, and such ty- 
rannical and despotic wills in 



in your own hands the estate be- others, to deal with. Indeed, all 

?[ueathed to you by your grand- ma^ be done, and^the world be 
ather. — Had you done so, it^taught further to admire you for 
would have procured you at least jrour blind duty and will-less re- 
an outwarfl respect from'y our bro- 1 signatioa , if you can persuade 
tjber and sister, which would have yourself to be Mrs; Solmes. 
made them conceal the envy and | I am pleased with the instances 
ill-will that now are bursting upon you give me of Mr. Lovelace's 
you from hearts so narrow. | benevolence to his own tenants, 

I must harpa little more upon, and with. his little gift to your 
this string — ^1)0 not you observe 'uncle's. Mrs. JPortescue allows 

brother's ii^uence.him to be the best of landlords; I 



how mucn your 
dsrifw. L 
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has overtopped yours since he has 1 

got into fortunes so considerable, 
and since you have given some of 
them an appetite to continue in 
themselves tne possession of your 
estate, unless you comply with' 
their terms? 

I know your dutiful, your laud- 
able motives ; and one would have 
thought, that you might have' 
trusted to a father who so dearly 
loved you. But had you been 
actually in possession of that 
estate, and kving up to it, and 
upon, it' (jpmjt youth protected 
from bli^htiDg4x>nenes by the com- 
pany of your prudent iNorton, as 
you had proposed) do vou think 
that your Drother, grudginff it to 
you at the time as he did, and 
looking upon it as his right as an 
only son, ' would have been 
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might liave told yoii thaty had I 
thouglit-it necessary to pat yon 
Vito some little conceit of nim«*Ue 
has qaalitieS'^ in sfaoti'^ that iiiay 
make him a tolerable creature' on 
the other side of' fifty: bat €k>d 
help the poor womaii'to whose lot 
he shall fall tiirthenl TTotti^i;!; P 
should say, perhaps: since h(E^in|iy 
break half a dozen hearts before 
^at time. — But to the point I was 
upon — Shall we not have reason 
to commend the tenant^s grateful 
honesty, if we are told, that with 
joy the poor man called out your 
uncle, and on the spot paid him in 
part of bis debt those two guineas ? 
-^ But what shall we say of that 
landlord, who, though he knew the 
poor man to be quite destitute, 
could take it; and, saying nothing 
while Mr. Lovelace staid , as soon 
as he was gone, tell of it in praise 
of the poor fellow's honesty? — 
Were this so , and were not that 
landlord {related to my dearest 
friend , how should 1 despise such 
a wretch? —But perhaps thestory 
is aggravated^ Covetous people 
have every one*s ill word : and so 
indeed tbcy ought; because they 
are only solicitous to keep that 
which they prefer to every one's 
good . one. — Covetous indeed 
would /A«^ be who deserved neither ^ 
yetexpeeted botht 

I . long for your next letter. 
Continue to be as particular as 
possible. I can think of no other 
subject but what relates to you 
and to your affairs : for I am, and 
ever will be, most affeddoiiately, 

Your own 

AmtaHowb. 
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MfsA Clariasa fiarlowe to MiM Howe. . 

[Her preceiing not at that time * " 
tioveiped] * 

jFrtdayi March' 8. 

MY dear friend , I have had $ 
a sad conflict! Trial upon trial; 
conference upon conference! — ^ 
But what law, what ceremony, 
can give a man a right to a heart 
which abhors him more than it 
does any living creature? 

1 hope iny mother will be able to 
prevail for me. — Biifl iffijl recount 
all, though i sit up the'whol^night 
to do it; for I h^ve a vast deal to 
write; and will be aaininute asydu 
wish me to be. 

I concluded my last^i^ a tfiglAtJ 
It Was occasioned by a conversa- 
tion that passed oetween my 
mother and mv aunt, part of which 
Hannah overhesird. I need not 
give you the particulars, since 
what I have to relate to vou froih 
different conversations that have' 
passed between my mother and m» 
m the space of a very few hours, 
will include them all. I will begin 
then. 

I went down this morning wheii 
breakfast was ready with a vefy* 
uneasy heart, from what Hannah 
had informed me of yesterday 
afternoon ; wishing for an oppor- 
tunity, however, to appeal to my 
mother, in hopes to engage her 
interest in my behalf, and pur- 
posms to try to find one when she 
retired to her own apartment after 
breakfast: but, unluckily, there 
was the odious Solmes sittine 
asqoat between my mother lUia 
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sister, with jw mticA assurance in mamma: sit by me, love: and 
bfs looks! — But you know, my mfiketea. 

dear, that those we love not, 1 removed with pleasure to the 
cannot do anything to please us. seat the man haq- quitted ; anid 
' Had the wMcb kept his seat, it being thus indulgently put into 
might have been well enough : but employment, soon recovered mr- 
the bent and broad-shouldered selt, and in the course of the 
creature must needs rise, and breakfasting officiously asked two 
stalk towards a chair; which was or three questions of Mr. SolmeSy 
just by that which was set for me. ' which I would not have done, but 

I removed it to a distance, as if to make up with my father. -^ 
to make way to mv own; Bnd Proud apiriis may be brought to I 
down I sat , abruptly I believe ; ' whisperingly spoke my sister to 
what I had heard ail in my head. | me , over her shoulder, with an air 

But this was not enough to of triumph and scorn: but I did 
daunt him. The man is a very not mind her. 
confident, .he is a very bold, I My mother was all kindness and 
staring man!— Indeed my dear, eonaesceiMion. I askedher once* 
the man is very confident! i if she were pleased with the tea? 

He took the removed chair, and she said softly (and again called 
drew it so near mine, squatting in me dear) she was pleased with all 
i% with his ugly weight, that he I did. I was very proud of this 
pressed upon my hoop. — I was so encouraging goodness: and ail' 
offended (all 1 had heard, as 1 blew over^ as I hoped, between 
said, in my head) that I removed my father and me; for he also 
to another chair. I own I had too spoke kindly to me two or three 
little command of myself It gave times. 

tny brother and sister too much' Spmallincldents these, my dear, 
advantage. I dare say they took to n*6ubie you with; only as they 
it. But f did it involuntarily, I lead togi^ater,''as voushalThear; 
tMnk. I eoutd not help it. — I Befoits the usual breakfast-time 
knew not what I did. | wa^ over , my father withdrew with 

1 saw that my father was exeessi- my mother, telling her he wanted* 
viely displeased. When angry, no to speak to her. Then my sbter 
man^scountenance ever shews itso and next my aunt (who was with 
much asmvfather*& Clarissa Har- us) dropped away, 
io we ! said ne with a b^ voice -* and My brother gave himself some 
there he stopped. — Sir! said 1, airs of insult, which I understood 
trembling and courtseying (for I well enough; but which Mr. Solmes 
had not then sat down again) : and oould make nothing of: and at last 
put my chaff nearer the wretch, he arose from Ai> seat ^Sister, said' 
and sat down — my face, as I he, I have a curiosity to shew you. 
eould feel , all in a glow. I will fetch it. And away he v 

-Make tea, child, said my kind shutting the door close alter 

6« 
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I saw what all this was for. I aspect. Why flutters mj jewel 
arose; the man hemming up for a soV 

speech, rising, and beginning to This preparative sweetnessi 
set his play-feet [indeed, my dear, with her goodness just before, 
the man in all his waj^s is hateful confirmed my apprehensions. My 
to me] in an approaching oosture^ mother saw the bitter pill wanted 
«— I will save my brother the gilding. 

trouble of bringing to me his. my mammal was all I could 
curiosity , said I. 1 courtesied — ' say ; and I clasped my arms round 
Your servant, sir — the man cried, her neck , and my face sunk into 
Madam, madam, twice, and looked her bosom, 
like a fool. — But away I went — ! My child! my child! restrain, 
to find my birother, to save my 'said she, your powers of moving! 
word-^but my brother, indifferent I dai*e not else trust myself with 
as the weather was, was gone to you. — And my tears trickled 
walk in the garden with my sister, down her bosom , as hers bedewed 
S. plain case, that he had left his my neck. 

curiosity with me; and designed to the words of kindness, all to 
^ew me no other. | be expressed in vain, that flowed 

Ihad but just got into my own from her lips! 
apartment, and began to think of Lift up your sweet face, my 
sending Hannah to beg an au- best child, my own Clarissa 
dienee of my mother (the more Harlowe! — O my dau8:hter, 
encouraged by her condescending best beloved of my heart, lift up a 

goodness at breakfast) when face so ever amiable to me! — 
horey her woman brought me Why these sobsV — Is an ap-" 
her commands to attend her in her prehended duty so affecting a 
closet. I thine, that befor e I can speak^ 

My father, Hannah told mc, but lam glad, my love, you can 
was fust gone out of it with a guessatwhatlliavetosaytoyoa.* 
positive angry countenance. Then I am spared the pains of breaking, 
I as much dreaded the audience to you what was -a task upon me 
as I had wished for it before. reluctantly enough undertaken to 

I went down however; but ap- break to jrou. ^ 

prehending the subject she in-| Then rising, she drew a chair 
tended to talk to me upon, ap- near her own, and made me sit 

Sroached her trembling, and my down by her, overwhelmed as I 
eart in visible palpitations. { was with tears of apprehensjion of 

She saw my concern. Holding what she had to say , and of grati- 
out her kind arms , as she sat, tude for her truly maternal good- 
Come kiss me, my dear, said she, ness to me — sobs still my only 
with a smile like a sunbeam break- language. 
ing through the cloud that over- •> And drawing her chair still 
shadowed her natursdly benign nearer to ^mle, she put her amui 
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roiind my neck , and my glowing 
cheek wet with tears , close to her 
own: Let me talk to yon, my 
child. Since silence is your 
choice, hearken to me, and he 
ailent. 

You know, my dear, what I 
every day forego, and undergo, 
for the sake of peace. Your papa 
is a very good man, and means 
well! but he will riot be controlled ; 
nor yet persuaded. You haye 
sometimes seemed to pifym^, that 
I am obliged to give up every 
point. Poor man! hia reputation 
the less for it; mine the gi'cater: 

Jet would I not have his credit , if 
could help it, at so dear a rate to 
him and to myself. You are a duti- 
ful, a prudent, and a wife child, 
[dhewas pleased to say, in hope, 
no doubt, to make me so]: you 
wouldnotadd, { am sure, to my 
trouble! you would not wilfully 
break-that peace which costs your 
mother so much to preserve. 
Obedience is better than sacrifice. 

my Clary Harlowe, rejoice my 
heart, by telling me I have ap- 
prehended too much! '" I see your 
concern! Iseeyonrperplexityl I 
see your conflict [loosing her arm, 
and rising, not willing I should 
see how. much. she herself was 
afiected]. I will leave you a mo- 
ment. — Answ^ me not — [For I 
war essaying to speak, and had, 
as soon as she took her aear cheek 
from mine, dropt down on my 
knees, my^ haiias clasped, iand 
lifted up,in asupplicating manner]. 

1 am not prepared for your irre- 
sistiblei ekpostulatioUrt she was 
pleased to say. I will leave you 



to recollections and I charge y6ti| 
on my blessing, that all this imf 
truly maternal tendemeds be not 
thrown away upon you. • 

And then she withdrew into the. 
next apartment; wiping her eyes 
as she went from me; as mine oye^* 
flowed; my heai*t taking in the 
whole compass of her meaning. 

She soon returned, 'having re» 
covered more steadiness. ^ 

Still on iny knees , I had thrown 
my face across the chair she had 
sat in. 

Look up to me, my Clary Har* 
lowe — no sullenness, I hopel 

No , indeed , my ever to be re- 
vered mamma.' — And I arose. I 
bent my knee. 

She raised me. No kneeling to 
me, but with knees of duty and 
compliance. Your heart, notyout 
knees , must bend. It is absolutely 
determined — prepare yourself 
therefore to receive your father^ 
when he visits you by-and-oy, a» 
he would wish to receive you, Bat^ 
on "this one quarter of an hour 
depends the peace of my Tutnre 
life, the satisfaction of all the 
family, and your own security 
from a man of violence:- and! 
charge you besides, on my bless- 
ine, that you think of bemg Mrs.. 
Solmes. 

TTiere went the dagger to my 
heart, and down I sunk: and whenf- 
I recovered ^ found myself in tiie 
arms of my Hannah, my sister^'' 
Hetty holdmg Open myrcluctantljr 
opened palm, my laces cut, m*"' 
linen scented with hartshorn; £ 
my mother gon^^. Had 1 b^eti 
kindly treated, the hated n 
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4tiH forborne to be mentioned , or 
mentioned with a.little more pre- 
paration and reserve, I had stood 
the horrid sound with less risible 
emotion — but to be bid, on the 
blessing of a mother so dearly be- 
loyed, so truly reverenced, to 
think of being Mrs. Solmbs — what 
, a denunciation was t^at I 

Sborey came in with a message 
(delivered in her solemn way); 
Your mama, miss, is concerned 
for your disorder; sne expeets you 
down again in an hour; and bid 
me say , that she then hopes every 
thing from your duty. 
: I made no reply ; lor what could 
J: 8^y? And leaning upon my 
Hannah's arm, withdrew to my 
own apartment. There you will 

guess how the greatest part of the 
pur was employed. 

' Within that time, my mother 
qame up to me, 

^ I love, she was pleased to say, 
to come into ihi.t apartment I — 
^o emotions, child! no flutters! 
-:- Ajm 1 not your mother? — am 
JcMoi your fond, your indulgent 
mpther? — do not discompose me 
by discomposing yourself! do not 
opqasipn me uneasiness, when I 
would give you nothing but plea- 
sure. Dome , my dear , we will go 
into your closet. 

S^e took my hand , led the way, 
^nd made me sit down by her: and 
fl^r siie had inquired how I did, 
4^e began in a strain aa if she had 
supposed I had made use of the 
intervening space to overcome all 
my objections. 

]/She was.pleased to tell me , that 
mj: father and she, in order to 



spare my natural modesty, had 
taken the whole affair upon them- 
selves — 

Hear me out; and then speak; 
for *l was going to expostulate. 
You :ire no stranger to the end of 
Mr. Solmes's visits — 

madam! 

Hear me out, and then speak. 
— He is not indeed eyery thing I 
wish him to be : but he is a man<yl 
probity , and has no vices — 

No vices , madam ! — 

Hear me out, child — you have 
not behaved much amiss to him: 
we have seen with pleasure that 
you have not — 

madam, mnst. I not now 
speak! 

1 shall have done presently — 
a young creature of your virtuouB 
and pwus turn, [she was pleased to 
say,} cannot surely low a pro^ 
fligate: you love your brother too 
well, to wish to many one wbo 
had like to have killed him, and 
w.io threatened your uncles, and 
defies us all. . You have had your 
own way six or seven times: we 
want to secure you against a man 
so vile. Tell me (I have a right to 
know) whether you prefer thia 
man to all others? — Yet Go0 
forbid that I should know yon do! 
for such a declaration would make 
us all miserable. Yet tell me , ave 
your affections engaged to tl^ 
man? 

I knew what the inference 
would be, if I had said they were 
not. 

You hesitate — you answer me 
not — you cannot answer me. — 
Eising. ^- Never more will I look 
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upon you with an eye of fayour — 
O madam, madam! kill me not 
with your displeasure — I would 
not, I need n0t, hesitate one mo- 
ment, did I not dread the in- 
ference, if I answer you as you 
wish — yet be that inference what 
it will, your threatened, dis- 
pleasure will make me speak. 
And I declare to you , that I know 
not my own heart, if it be not ab- 
solutely free. And pray, let me 
ask my dearest mamma, in what 
has-my conduct been faulty , that, 
like a giddy creature, I must- be 
forced to marry, to save me from 
^.from what? Let me beseeeh 
you, madan)^ to be the guardian 
ef my reputation — let not your 
Clanssa pe precipitated into a 
Qtate she wi^,^s not to enter into 
^dth an;^ map! and this upon a 
aupposition that otherwise she 
shall marry herself, and disgrace 
h^r whole fami,ly . 

v^V^l .then. Clary, [passing over 
the force of my plea] if youriieart 
be£cee — 

O my beloved mamma,, let the 
vsual generosity of .y4>ur dear 
heart operate in my favour. Urge 
,ndt upon me the mference that 
mode me hesitate. 

' 1 won*t be interrupted, Clary — 
you have seen in my behaviour to 
y/QU, on :this occasion, a truly 
m^omal t^ndem^ss. ; you have 
<^(i)8erved that I have undertaken 
ihis task with some reluctanee, 
because the , man is not every 
tiling; and because I know yaxx 
Cf^ry your notions of perfection 
in a mauitoahigh .-T- . 

. Dearest ma&m , this one time 



excuse me! — Is there thfn anT 
danjper that I should be gniity <? 
an 'imprudent thing for^he man's 
sake you hint at Stv'* ' ' ' 

Again inteiTuptedl — am I to 
be questioned i^attd argued with? 
you know this won't do somewhere 
else. 4^u know it won't. What 
re^on, then, ungenerous girl, can 
you have for arguing with me 
thus , but because you think from 
my indulgence to you, you may? 

What can I say? what can Ido? 
what must that cause be that will 
not bear being argued upon? 
f Again! Clary Sarlowe! 

Dearest madam, forgive me: it 
wall always my pride and mv 
pleasure to obey you. But look 
upon that man — see but the dis- 
agreeableness of his person '"^ 

Now, Clary, do I see whose 

Serson you have in your eye! — ^ 
[ow is Mr. Solmes, I see, but com- 
paratively disagreeable; disagree^-' 
able only as another man has a 
much more specious person. 

Aut, madam, are not his man- 
ners equally so? — Is not his per* 
son the true representative of his 
mind? — That other man is not, 
shall not be, any thin^ to me, re* 
lease meu but from this one man, 
whom my heart, unbidden, ro* 
sists. 

Conditidnttius with yourfather. 
Will A^ bear, do you think, to be 
thus dialogued with ? Have I ifdt* 
conjured you, as you value my. 
peace — what is it that / do not 
give up? — This very task, be^ 
cause I apprehended you wouH 
no,t be eaf*dy persuaded , is a tr 
indeed upon me. And will 
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give np nothing? Have you not 
nrfosed hb many as ' harve been 
o^eced to you? If yon would not 
hareus ffuess for whom , comply ; 
for comply you must, or be looked 
upon as in a state of defiance with 
your whole familj. 

And saying this, she arose, and 
went from me. But at the cham- 
ber door stopt; and turned back: 
I will not say below in what a dis- 
position I leave you. Consider of 
every thing. The matter is re- 
solved upon. ^ As you value your 
father*s hlessing and mine, and 
the satii^facti^n of all the family, 
resolve to eompLy, I will leave 
you for a few moments. I will 
come up to you again. See that 
I find you as I wish to find yon; 
and since your heart is free, let 
your duty govern it. 

In about half an hour, my mo- 
ther returned. She found me in 
tears. She took my hand: It is 
mj part evermore, said she, to be 
ox the acknowledging side. I be- 
lieve I have needlessly exposed 
myself to your opposition , oy the 
method I nave taken with you. I 
first began as if I expected a denial 
and by my indulgence brought it 
upon myself. 

. Do not, my dearest mammal 
do not say so! ' 

Were the occasion for this de- 
bate, proceeded she, to have risen 
from myself; were it in my power 
to dispense with yomr compliance; 
you too well know what you can 
do with me. 

Would any body, my dear Miss 
Howe, wish to marry, who sees a 
wife or such a temper, and blessed 



with such an understanding as my 
mother is not^d for, not only de- 
prived of all power; but obliged 
to be even acthe in bringing to 
bear points of high importance, 
which she thinks ought not to be 
insisted upon? ' ' 

When I came to you a second 
time, proceeded she, knowine 
that your opposition would avau 
you nothing, I refused to hear 
your l^asons: and in this I was 
wrong too, because a young crea- 
ture who loves to reason, an^ used 
to love to be convinced by reason, 
ought to have all her objections 
heard: I now therefore, this third 
time, see you; and am come re- 
solved to hear all ypu have to say: 
and let me, my dear, hj mypa- 
tience engage your gratitude; 
yimr generosity y I will call it; be- 
cause it is to you I speak, who 
used to have a mind wholly 

?:enerous. — Let me, if your heart 
e really free, let me see what it 
will induce you to do to oblige 
me: and so as you permit your 
usual discretion to govern you, I 
will hear all you have to say; but 
with this intimation, that say 
what you will, it will be of no 
avail elsewhere. 

What a dreadful saying is that I 
but could I engage your pity, 
m adam , i t would be somewhat. 

Yo u have as much of my pity 
as of my love. But what is person^ 
Clary, with one of y out prudence, 
and your heart disengaged f 

Should the e^e be disgusted, 
when the heart is to be engi^sed r 
— madam, who can think of 
marrying when the heart 
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shocked -at the fir^ appearance^ 
and where the disgust must he 
confirmed )}y every conversation 
Afterwards? 

This, Clary, is owing to your 
'prepossession. Let me not nave 
cause to^ re^et that noble firm- 
ness of mind m so y ouug a creature 
which I thought your glory, and 
which was my boast in your char- 
acter. In this instance it would 
be obstinacy, and want of duty. 
— Have you not made objections 
<to several — 

That was to their minds ^ to 
their principles^ madam,. — But 
this man — 

Is an honest man, Clary Har- 
lowe. He has a good mind. He 
18 a virtuous man. 

He an honest man ? Hi:s a good 
mind, madam? He a virtuous 
man! — 

Nobody denies him these qual- 
ities. 

Can he be an honest man who 
offers terms that will rob all his 
own relations of their just ex- 
pectations — can Jus mind be 
good — 

You, Clary Harlowe, for whose 
sake he offers so much, are the 
last person that should make this 
observation. 

Give me leave to saj, madam, 
that a person preferrm^ happi- 
ness to fortune, as I do ; that want 
not even what I have, and can 
give up the use 'of that, as an in- 
stance of duty — 

No more, no more of your 

merits! — You know you will be 

, a gainer by that cheerful instance 

or your duty(; not a loaer. You 



know you have hut east yOur'hread 
upon tiej waters — so no 'more of 
that! — For it is not. understood 
as a merit by every body, I assitte 
you; though I thifikit a'high one; 
and so did your father and'ttooles 
at the time — 

At the tim0j jnadam ! —'How un- 
worthily do my brother and sister, 
who are* afraid 'that the favour t^ 
was so lately in -^' 

I hear nothing against your 
brother and sister — what family 
feuds have I in prospect, at a time! 
when •! hoped most comfort from 
yon all? 

God bless my brother ^nd sister 
in all their t/7or/% views! you shall 
have no family feuds', if I can 
.prevent them. You yourself, ma- 
dam, shall tell me what I shall 
bear from them, andl will l^ear it; 
but let my actions , not iheir mis- 
representations ^(as I am sure by 
the disgraceful prohibitions I have 
met with has been the case) speak 
forme. 

Just then, up came my father, 
with a sternness in his looks that 
made me tremble. — He took two 
or three turns about my chamber^ 
though pained by his gout. — . 
And then said to my mother, who 
was silent as soon as she saw 
him — 

My dear ,^ you are long absent 
— Dinner is near ready. What 
you had to say, lay in a very little 
compass. Surely, you have no*' 
thing to do but to declare your 
will, and my will —^ but perhapr 
you may be talking of tne pr 
parations — let us nave yon f 
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down — your daughter in your 
hand, if worthy of the name. 
And down he went , casting his 

26 upon me with a look so stem, 
at 1 was nnable to say one word 
to him , or even for a few minntes 
to my mother. 

Was not this very intimidating, 
my dear? • 

My mother, seeing my concern, 
seemed to pit^ me. she called 
me her good child, and kissed me ; 



and told me that my father sbookL I suppose you would not have me 



not know I had made such oppon* 
tion« He has kindly famished ns 
with an excuse for oeins so long 
together, said she. — Come, my 
dear — dinner will be upon table 
presently — shall we go down? — 
And tool my hand. 

This made me start: What, 
madam, go down to let it be sup- 
posed we we^e talking of prepara- 
tions! — my beloved mamma, 
command me not down upon such 
a supposition. 

You see, child, that to stay 
longer together, will be owning 
tiiat you are debating about an 
absolute duty: and that will not 
be borne. Did not your father 
' himself some days ago tell you, he 
would be obeyed? I will a third 
time leave you. I must say some- 
thing by way of excuse for you: 
and that you desire not to go 
down to dinner — that your mo- 
deMy on the occasion — 

O madam! sa^^ not my modesty 
on gueh an occasion: for that will 
be to give hope — 



time for consideration! — Since it 
is necessary, take more time — 
and when 1 see you next, let me 
know what blame I have to cast 
npon myself, or to bear from your 
father, for my indulgence to you« 
She made, however, a little 
stop at the chamber door; and 
seemed to expect that I would 
have besought her to make the 

gentlest construction for me ; for, 
esitating, she was pleased to say, 



make a report — - 

madam, interrapted L whose . 
favour can I hope for, if I lose my 
mamma's? 

To have desired a favourable 
report, you know, my dear, would 
have been qualifying upon a point 
that I was too much determined 
upon to give room for any of my 
friends to think I have the least 
hesitation about it. And so my 
mother went down staixs. 

1 will deposit thus far; and , as 
I know you will not think me too 
minute in my relation of par-- 
ticulars so very interesting to one 
you honour with your love, pro- 
ceed in the same way. As matters 
stand , I don*t care to have paper§ 
so freely written about me. 

Pray let Robert call every tUiy, 
if you can spare him, whethc^Nl 
have any thing ready or not. 

I should be glad if you would 
not send him empty-handed. 
What a generosity will it be in 
you, to write as frequently from 
I friendship, as I am forcea to do 
An2 design you not to give from misfortunel the letters being 
hope? —* Perverse girl! — ihVm/7, taken away will be an assurance 
ana flinging from me; take more that you have them. As I shaJl 
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write and deposit as I have opi 
portanityy the formality of mpet 
and sub scription will be ezeused. 
For I need not say how mnch I 
am, 

Your sincere and ever affec- 
tionate, 

Cl. Hablowe. 

LETTER zyn. 

UlM Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Mr mother on her return, which 
was as soon as she had dined, was 
pleased to inform me, that she 
told myfather, on his questioning 
her about my cheerful compliance 
(for it seems, the cheerful was all 
that was doubted) that she was 
willing, on so material a point, to 
giye a child whom she had somuch 
reason <a/ove (as she condescended 
to acknowiedge were her words) 
liberty ioisay all that was in her 



Indeed, madam, yon did me 
justice, to say,f I have no inclina- 
tion to maiTY at all. I have not, 
I hope, made myself so very un- 
useful in my papa*s family as — 

No more ot your merits, Glaiy! 
YOU have been a good child. Yon 
have eased me of all the family 
cares: but do not now give me 
more than ever you relieved me 
from. You have been amply re- 
pud in the reputation youi skill 
and management have given you: 
bnt now there is soon to be a 
period to all those assistances 
from you. If you marry, there 
will be a natural, and, if to please 
us, a desirable periodj because 
your own family will employ all 
your talents in that way: if ^ou 
do not, there will be a period like- 
wise, but not a natural one — yoi| 
understand me, child. 

I wept, 
heart to say,' that her compliance] I have made inquiry already 



might be the freer: letting him 
know, that when he caode up, she 
was attending to my pleas; for 
that ahe found I had rather not 
marry at all. 



after a housekeeper. I would have = 
had your good Norton; but I sup- 
pose you will yourself wish- to 
nave tne worthy woman with you. 
If you desire it, that shall be 



She told me, that to this myj agreed upon for you. 
fal^r angrily said , 'Let her take | But, why, dearest madam, why : 
care — let her take cave — that 'am I, the youngest^ to be pre* 
she give me not ground to suspect) cipitated into a state, that 1 am 
her. of a preference somewhere^very far from wishing to enter into 
else. But if i t be to ease A^r* heart,! with any body? 
and not to dispute my will, you) You are going to question me, - 
mar hear her out. ; I suppose , why your sister is not 

So, Clary, said my mother, I^thought offer liir. Solmes? 
am returned in a temper accord- j I hope, madam , it will not dis-* 
ingl^: and I hope you will not please you, if I were? 
again, by your peremptorineSs, ! I might refer you for an a* 
shew me hiow I ought to treat to your father. — Mr. Solip 
you, . • ' reasons for. preferring ^ou 
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Aiid I have reftsons, madam, for pleased with every thinff they do. 
disliking him. And why am 1 — [^o^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ good child upon 

This qaickness upon me, inter- the whole: but we haye hitherto 
mpted my mother, is not to be, rather complied with yon than 
borne 1 1 am gone, and your father you with up. Now that you are 
comes, if / can do no good with jprown up to maniageable years, 
you. 18 the te&t; especially as your 

madam, I would rather die, 'grandfather has made you inde- 
than—- .pendent, as we may say, in pre- 

She put her hand to my mouth, ference to those who had prior ex- 
— No peremptoriness, Clary Har^ pectations upon that estate, 
lowe: once you declfure yourself Madam, my grandfather knew 
inflexible, 1 have done. land expressly mentioned in his 

1 wept for vexation. This is will his desire, that my father will 
all, all, my^ brother's doings — > his more than make it up to my sister, 
grasping views -* I did nothing but what I thought 

No reflectibns upon your bro^ my duty to procure his favour. It 
ther; he has entirely the honour was rather amark of his affection, 
of the family at heart. , than any advantage to me. For, 

I would uo more dishonour my do I either seek or wish to be in- 
family, madam, than my brother dependent? Were I to be queen 
would. ofthe universe, that dignity should 

I believe it: but I hope you will not absolve me from my duty to 
allow your father, and me, and vou and to toy father. I would 
yduruticles; to judge what will do kneel for ^onr blessinffs, were it 
ithonour, what dishonour. in the presenc'e of mlQions — bo 

I -then offered to live single'; . that — • 

never to marry at all; or never Iam]oihtointe]Tupt^/)u,Clary; 
but with their full approbation. thoueh yon could more than once 

If you mean to shew your duty, break in upon tne. You are young 
and your obedience, Clary, you and unbroken; but, with all this 
must shew it in our way, not in ostentation of your duty, I desire 
ytmr own, • you to shew a little more defer- 

I hope, madam, that I have not ence to me when I am speaking, 
so behaved hitherto , as to render I beg yobr pardon, dear madam, 
such a trial of my obedience ne^ and yourpatiencelvith me on xucA 
cessary. an occasion as this, II I did not 

Yes, Clary, I caunot but say speak with earnestness upon it, I 
that you have hitherto behaved soould be supposed to have only 
ezttemely well : but you have had maidenly objeetionsagailiataman 
no trials till now : and I hope that I never can endure. . 
nowvou are called to one, you will Clary I{arloWte ! 
not fail in it. Parents, proceeded Dearest, dearest madabu', per^ 
she, when children are young, are ihit mtd to speak what I have to 
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BEj this once — It is hard, it is 
very hard, to be forbidden toentel^ 
into the catise of all these misun* 
derstandings, because I must not 
speak disresj^ectfuUy of one who 
supposes me m the way of his am- 
bition, and treats me like a slave ~ 
Whither, whither, Clary — 
My dearest mamma ! — My duty 
wUi not permit me so far to sup- 
pose my father arbitrary, as to 
make a plea of that arbitrariness 
to you— 
How now, Clary ! — girl ! — 
Your patience, my dearest 
mamma : you were pleased to say, 
you would hear me with patience. 
— Person in a man is notning, be- 
cause I am supposed to be pru- 
dent: so my eye is to be disgusted, 
and my reason not convinced — 
Girl, girl! 

^ Thusare my imputed good qua- 
lities to be made my punishment;' 
and 1 am to be wedded to a' 
monster — I 

[Astonishing ! — Can this , Cla- 
rissa, be from y ou ? * 

The man, madam, person and 
mind, is a monster in my eye.] — 
And that I may be induced to bear I 
this treatment, I am to be compli- 
mented with being indifferent to ' 
ailment yet, at other times, and 
to serve other purposes, be thought 
prepossessed in favour of a man 
against whose moral character lie 
juet objections. — Confiued , as if, 
like the giddiest of creatures, X 
would run away with this man, 
and disffraee my whole family I — 
my aearest mamma! who can 
be patient under such tre^togtentV 



Now, Clary, I suppose yon will 
allow me to speak. 1 think I have 
bad patience indeed .with you. •— 
Could I have thought -~ but I will 
put all upon a short issue. Your 
mother y Clarissa, shall shewyouan 
example of that patience you so 
boldly claim from her^ without 
having ani/ yourself, 

0, my dear, how my mother's 
condescension distressed meat the 
time ! -— Infinitely more distressed 
me than rigour could have done. 
But she knew, she was to be sure 
aware, that she was put upon, a 
harsh , upon an unreasonable ser- 
vice, let me say, or she would not, 
she could not, have had so much 
patience with me.. 

Let me tell you then, proceeded 
she, that all lies in a small com- 
pass, as your father said. — You 
have been hitherto, as you are 
pretty ready to plead, a dutiful 
child. You have iudeed had no 
cause to be otherwise. No child 
was ever more favoured. Whether 
you will discredit all your past 
behaviour ; whether, at a time and 
upon an occasion, that the highest 
instance of duty is expected irom 
you (an instance that is to crown 
all) ; and when you declare that 
your heart is free — you will give 
that instance; or whether, having 
a view to the independence you 
may claim (for so. Clary, whatever 
be your motive, it will be judged) 
and which any man you favour, 
can assert for you against us allf^ 
or rather for himself in spite of us'v 
— whether, I say ^ you will break 
with us all; and stand in defiant 
of a jealous £ather, needles 
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Jealous, Iwill vetitaretdjBay, of yflLU yonr BCraples, yoasee, haVJl 

the perogatives of his sex, as to! met with an induleence truly ma^ 

me, and still ten times more jea* temaUfrom me. I rejoice in the 

loos of the authority of a fatber; ' hope that you are convinced. This 

k— this is now the point with us. {indeed seems to be a proof of the 

You know your father has made it , truth of your agreeaole declara- 

a point ; and did he. ever give up ' tion, that your Tiearl in free, 

one , he thought he had a right to I Did not this seem to Wder upon 

earry ? | cnielti/, my dear, in so indulgent a 

/ Too true, thought! to myself I mother? — It would be wicked 

And now my brother has engaged [would it not] to suppose my mo« 

my father, his fine scheme will ther capable of ait f — But she ia 

walfc^ alone, without needing his 'put -upon it; and obliged to take 

leadinff-strin^;- and it is become j methods to which her heart is.na- 

tny/a/W'«fri// that I oppose; not turally above stooping; and all 

my brother's grasping views. | intendedfor my good, because she 

. 1 was silent. To say the truth, sees that no arguing will be adV 

I was just then sullenly silent. My initted any where else. 

heart was too big. I thought it 'I will go down, proceeded she, 

was hard to be thus given up by and excuse your attendance at af- 

my mother; and that she should ternoon tea, as I did to dinner: for 

make a will so uncontroulable as I know you will have some little 

my brother's , her will. — My mo- reluctances to subdue. I will al- 

ther, my dear, though I must not low you those ; and also some little 

say so , was not obliged to marry natura) shynesses -^ And so you 

against her liking. My mother ^^//nof come dovmj if you choose 

loved my father. ^ not to come down — Only, my 

My silence^ availed me still less, dear, doiiot disgrace my report 

I See, my dear, said she, that when you come to supper. And 

you are convinced. Now, my be sure behave as you used to do 

ffood child, now, my Clary t do I to your brother and sister; for 

&ve you! It shall not be known, your behaviour to them will be one 

that you have argued with me at test of your cheerful obedience to 

all. All shall be imputed to that us. 'I advise as a friend; you see, , 

modesty which has ever so much rather than command as a mother 

distinguished you. You shall — So adieu, my love. And again 

have the full merit of your re- she kissed me, and was going. 

signation. | my dear mamma, said I, for- 

1 wept. give me ! — But surely y ou cannot 

She tenderly wiped the tears believe, I can ever think of having 

from my eyes, and kissed my that man! 

cheek — Your father expects you She was very angry, and f eemed 

down with a cheerful countenance to be greatly disappointed. She 

— but I will excuse your going, threatened to fum me over to my 
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fkiher and my uncles. — ^ She hoif- 
eyer bid me (generoasly bid me) 
^ebpsider, what a handle I ka^g^ to 
my brother and sister, if I thought 
they had views to serve by making 
my ancles dissatisfied with me. 

I, said she, in a milder acccint, 
hate early said p]i that I thought 
could be said against the present 
proposal I on a supposition, that 
you, who have refused several 
others (whom I own to be prefer- 
able as to person) would not ap" 
prove of it and could I have suc- 
ceeded, you. Clary, had never 
heard of it. But if / could not, 
how can you expect to prevail V 
My great ends , in the task I have 
undertaken., are the preservation 
ofjhe family peace, so likely to be 
overturned ; to reinstatey ou in the 
affections of your father and 
uncles: and to preserve you from 41 
man of violence. — Your father, 
you must needs think, will flame 
out, upon your refusal to comply: 
your uncles are so thoroughly oop- 
vinced of the consistency of the 
measure with their favorite views 
of aggrandizing the family that 
they are as much determined as 
your father — Your auntHervey 
and your uncle Uervey are of the 
same party. And it is hard , if a 
father and mother, and uncles and 
aunt , all conjoined ,. cannot be al- 
lowed to direct your choice — 
Surely, my dear girl, proceeded 
she [for I was silent all this time] it 
cannot be, that you are the nutre 
averse because the family views 
will bepromoted by the match — 
Thifli i assure ^ou, is what every 
body must think | if joa comply 



Tiot. Nor, while the man so obf 
noxious to' us all remains unmar«^^ 
vied, and buzzegabout you, will the 
stcongest asseverations you can 
make of your resolution and wishes 
to live smgle, be in the least re* 
garded. Ajid well you know, that 
were Mr. Lovelace an angel, and 
your father bad made it a point 
that you should not have him^ jM 
would be in vain to dispute his 
will. As to the prohibition laid 
upon you (much as I will own 
against my liking) that is owing ta 
the belief that you corresponded 
by Miss Howe*s means with thai 
man; nor do I doubt that yoo 
did so. ' 

I answered to every article, in 

such a manner as I am sure would 

\ have satisfied her, could she have 

. been permitted to jud^e for her* 

self; and I then inveighed with 

I bitterness against the disgraceful 

j^ohibitions laid upon me. 

They would serve to shew me, 
she replied, how mucl) in earnest 
my father was. They might be 
taken off, whenever I thoujght fit, 
and no harm done, nor disgrace 
received. But if I were to be con- 
tumacious, I micht thank myself 
for all that would follow. 

I sighed. I wept I was silent 
Shall I, Clary, said she, shall I 
tell your father that these pro- 
hibitions are as unnecessary as I 
hoped they would be? That you 
know your dttty , and will not offer 
to controvert his will? What say 
you, my love? 

O madam, what can I say to 

Suestions so indulgently put? — I 
iqdeed know my duty; no ere»- 
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tare in the world is more willing 
to practise it: bnt, pardon me, 
dearest ma>iam, if I say, that I 
must bear these prohibitions , if I 
am to pay so dear to have them 
taken off. 

Determined and perverse , my 
dear mamma called me: and after 
walkinff twice or thrice in anger 
about we room, she turned to me; 
— Your heart free^ Clarissa ! How 
ean you tell me your heart is free ? 
Such extraordinary antipathies to 
a particular person must be o wiug 
to extraordinary prepossessions in 
another^s favour I — Tell me, 
Clary; and tell me truly — Do 
you not continue to correspond 
with Mr. Lovelace? 

Dearest madam, replied I, you 
know my motives: to prevent 
mischief I answered his letters. 
The reasons for our apprehensions 
of this sort are not over. 



raitted. I therefore now forbid it 
to you, as you value my favour. 
' Be pjieiased, madam, only to ad- 
vise me how to break it off witii 
safety to my brother and uncles; 
and it is all 1 wish for. Would to 
heaven , the man so hated had not 
the pretence to make of having 
been too violently treated, when 
he meant peace sa^d reconcilia* 
tion ! It would always have been 
in my own power to have broJLe 
with him. His reputed immorali- 
ties would have ^ven me a j\ist 
Sretence at any time to do so. — 
iut, madam, as my uncles and my 
brother will keep no measures ; as 
he has heard what the view is; 
and as I have reason to think, 
that le is only restrained by his 
regard for me fh)m resenting their 
violent treatment of him and his 
family; what can 1 do? - Would 
you have me , madam , ' make him 



I own to you, Clary (although, desperate? 
now I would not have it knowKk)| The law will protect us , child I 
that I once, thought a little quali-; Offended magistracy will assert 



fying among such violent spirits 
was not amiss. I did not know 
but all things would come round 



itself — 

But, madam, may not some 
dreadful mischief first happen? — 



aeain hy^ the mediation of Lord | The law asserts not itselt till it is 
]£ and his two sisters: but as they '^ 



offended. 



all three think proper to resent for You have made offers, Clary^ if 
their nephew; and astheirnephew.you might be obliged in the pomt 
thinks fit to defy us all ; and as | m question — Are you really in 
terms are offerod on the other! earnest, were you to be complied 
hand, that cool J |not be asked, with, to break off all correspond- 
which wUl very pr^ably prevent ;ence with Mr. Lovelace? — Let 
your grandfather's estate going me know this* 
out of the family , and may be a j indeed I am ; and I will. You, 
means to brinff a still greater into ^ madam, shall see all the letters 
it; I seenot,' thatithe oontinuance ! that have passed between us. Yoa 
of TOOT oorrespondenoe with him. shall see I have g^ven him no en* 
etuer can or ought to be pex> ' couragement in^emlent of piy 
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duty. An4 when yoa have seen 
them , 70U will be better able to 
direct me how, on the condition I 
haye offered, to. break entirely 
with him.. 
. I take you atyonr word, Clarissa 

— Give me hu letters; and the 
copies 9f yours, 

I am sure, madam, you will keep 
the knowledge that I write, and 
what I write — 

• No Conditions with your mother 

— surely my prudence may be 
trusted tQ. 

I begged her pardon; and be- 
sought her to take the key of the 
private, drawer in my escritoir, 
where they lay, that she herself 
,y mi^t see, that! bad no reserves 
, to my mother. 

She did; and took all his letters, 
and the copies of mine. — Uncon- 
ditioned with , she was pleased to 
say; they shall be yours again, 
unseen by any body else. 

I thanked her ; and she withdrew 
to read them; saying, she would 
retum.them, when she had. 

You, my dear, have seen all the 
letters, that passed between Mr.j 
Lqvelace and me, till my last; 
return from you* You have ac-' 
knowledz^dj that he has nothing to ; 
boast of &om them. Three others 
I have received since, by the 
private conveyance / told you of: \ 
the last I have not yet answered. - 

In these three « as in those you 
have .seen , after having besought 
my £avpur, and , in the most earn> 
est manner, professed the ardour 
of his passion for me ; and set forth 
the indignities done him; the 

CiarifM. /. 



defiances mj brother throws out 
against him in all companies ; the 
menaces , and hostile appearance 
of my uncles wherever they go; 
and the methods they take to 
defame him; he declares, ''That 
neither his own honour, nor the 
honour of his family (involved as 
that is in the undistinguishing 
reflections cast upon him for an 
unhappy affair which he would 
have shunned, but could noi) per- 
mit him to bear these confurmed 
indignities: tha); as my inclina- 
tions, if not favourable to Turn, 
cannot be , nor are, to such a man 
as the newly introduced Solmes, 
he is interested the more to resent 
my brother's behaviour; who to 
every body avows his rancour and 
malice; and glories in the pro- 
bability he has, through the ad- 
dress of this Solmes, of mortifying 
me , and avenging himself on him : 
that it is impossible, he should 
not think himself concerned to 
frustrate a measure so directly 
levelled at him , had he not a still 
higher motive for hoping to 
frustrate it: that I must 'forgive 
him, if he enter into conference 
with Solmes upon it. He earnestly 
insists (upon what he has so often 
proposed) that I will give him 
leave, in company with my Lord 
M. to wait upon my uncles, and 
even upon my father — and he 
promises patience, if uewprovoca- 
tions , absolutely beneath a man 
to bear, benotgiven^" which by 
the way I am far from being able 
to engage for. 

In my answer, I absolutely de- 
clare, as 1 tell him I have ofte 

6 
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done, ^^'JTb&t^e 1^ jto expect no trkunphB of my brother pfwn it. 
fB.TOvafeom-jnb a^a!|Mt the ap- But tnat nevertheless, be will not 
proHtidh of my iriehds: that I threaten either his own lite, or that 
am sure their -^nsents for his of any other man. He must take 
visiting any of them will nev^rbe his resolutions as such a dreaded 
obtained: that I will not be ^lier event shall impe| him, at the time, 
so undntiful', or so indisoreet,iaB to If he shall know that it will' have 
suffer my interests to be sepai^ed my consent, he must endeavour to 



from the interests of my family, 
for any man upon earth: tha€ I do 
not think my Belt obliged to him for 
the forbearance 'I desire one 
flaming spirit to have. with others : 



resign to his destiny; but if it be 
brought about by compulsion , he 
shalltnot be able to answer for the 
conseauence. 
I vfm send you these lettei^ for 



that in this desire I require no-) your perusal in a few day«». I 
thing of him, but what prudence, i would inclose them ; but that it is 
j ustice, and the laws of his coim try .possible flfonftsthing may happen, 
require: that if he has any ex- 1 which may 'make my mother re- 
pectations of favour from me , on i quire to re-pi^iruse them — When 
that account, he deceives himself: you see them , you will pei'ceive 



that 1 have no inclination, as 1 
have often told hinr, to change my 
condition: that I cannot allow my ^ 
self to correspond with him any 
loDgcr in this clandestine manner: 
it is mean, low, undutiful, I tell 



how he oudeavotuNi Ip hold me to 
this correspondence., ^^ 

4i 



* * 



In about an hour my mother T0h 
turned. I'ake your letters, Clary*:: 



him ; and has a giddy appearance, ! I have nothing, she was pleased to 
—*' ^ ' ' • -' ' say, to tax your discretion with, 

as to the wording of yours to him: 
you have even kept up a proper 
dignity, as well as observed all the 



which cannot be excused: that 
therefore he is not to expect I will 
continue it.'* 

To this, in his last, a mon^ other 
things , he replies , *^ That if I am I rules ;6f decorum ; and you have 
actually determined to break off re^sented , as you ought to resent, 
all correspondence with him, he | his menacing invectives. In a 
must conclude, that it is with a j word, I see -not that hecanfprm 
view to become the wife of a man. the least expectations from, ]s«^hat 
whom no woman of honour ana ^ you have written, that yguwili 
fortune can think tolerable. And | encourage the passion he avows 
in that case, I n^ust excuse him for - for you. But does he not avow his 
saying, that he sha}l neither be ; passion? Have you the least doubt 



able to bear the thoughts of losing 
for ever a person in whom all his 
present and all his future hopes 
are centered ; nor ^support himself 



about what must be the issue' of 
this correspondence,if continued ? 
And do you yourself think , when 
you know the avowed hatred, of 



with patience under the .insolent; one side, and the declared 4e* 
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fiances of the other, that this ean 
' be.that it ought to he a match? 

by no means, it can, madam; 
you will be pleased to observe, 
that I have said as much to him. 
But now, madam, that the whole 
coirebpondehce is before you, 1 
be^ your commands what to do in 
a situation so very disagreeable. 

One thin^I will tell you, Clary 
— But I charge yoii, as you would 
not have me question tlie gene- 
rosity of your spirit, to take no 
advantage of it, either mentaUy or 
vei-bally; that I am so much pleased 
with the offer of your keys to 
me, made in s6. cheerful and un- 
reserved a manner, and in the 
pnidence you have shewn in your 
letters, that were it practicable to 
bring every - one , or your father 
only, into my opinion, 1 should 
readily leave all the rest to your 
discretion , reserving only to my- 
self the direction or approbation 
of your future letters ; and to see, 
that you broke off the correspond- 
ence aa soon as possible. But as 
it i« not^and as i know your father 
^ould have no patience with you, 
should it be acknowledged that 
you correspond with Mr. Lovelace, 
or that you have corresponded 
with him since the time he pro- 
liibited you so to do; I forbid you 
to eontinu^e such a liberty — Yet, 
as . the case is difficult , let me aslc 
I you, what you yourself can pro- 
' pose? Your heart, you say^ is free: 
yoUvOwn, that you cannot think, 
' ias matters are circumstanced, that 
. ainatch with a man so obnoxious 
as he BOW is to us all , is proper to 
be^ thought ofc what doybttpro- 



pose to do? TT What, Clary, ard' 
your own thoughts of the matter? 

Without hesitation thus I ^3k^ 
swered — What I humbl]^ propose. 
is this: **That I will write to Mr. 
Lovelace (for I have not answered 
bis last) that|he has nothing to do 
between my father and me : that I 
neither ottk his advice^ nor need it : 
but that since he thinks he has 
sotne pretence for interfering, be- 
cause of my brother*8 avowal of 
the interest of Mr. Solmes,^ i&' dis** 
pleasure to him , I will assure him 
(without giving him any reason to 
impute the assurance to beiathe 
least favourable to himself )• that** 
never will be that man's. And if. 
proceeded I, "I may be permitted 
to give him this assurance; and 
Mr. Solmes, in consequence of it, 
be discouraged from prosecuting 
his address; let Mr. Lovelace be 
satisfied or dissatisfied, I will go 
no further; nor write another line 
to him; nor ever see him more, if 
I can avoid it: and I shall have a 
^ood excuse for it, without bring- 
uigin any of my fami ly." 

Ahf my love! — But what'shall 
we do about the tet-ms Mr. Solmes 
offers?- Those are the induce- 
ments with ev^ry body. He has 
even ^iven hopes to your brother 
that he will make exchanges of 
estates;^ or at least, that he will 
purchase the northern one; for 
you know it must be entirely con- 
sistent with the family views, that 
we increase our interest in this 
county. Your brother, in short, 
has e^iven in a plan that captivates 
us all : and a family so rich in f ~ 
its branches, and that has 

6* 
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▼Jews to honour, mnttbepleaMd 
to 066 a very great probability of 
taking rank one day among the 
principal in the kingaom. 

Ana for the sake of these views, 
for the sake of this plan of my 
lm>ther*s, am I, madam, to be 
given in marriage to a man I never 
can endore ! — O mj dear mamma, 
save me, save me, if vou can, from 
this heavj evil. — I bad rather be 
boned alive, indeed I had, than 
have that man. 

She chid me for my vehemence ; 
bat was so good as to tell me, that 
she would sound my nnde Har 



dently managed, cost fifty poonds 
a year! 

What a name have yon got, at 
a less expense! and what an op- 
portunity had he of obtaining 
credit at a very small one, suo- 
ceediDg such a wretched creature 
as Sir Oliver, in fortunes so vastf 
—Yet has he so behaved, that the 
common phrase is applied to him, 
Tnat Sir Oliver will never he dead 
while Mr, Solmes lives. 

The world, as I have often 
thought, ill-natured as it is said to 
be, is generally more just in char- 



lowe, who was then below; and if a^^'? (apeaking by what it /«efej 
he encouraged her (or would eji- ^^^ »» usually apprehended: and 

- - ' - * - those who complain most of its 

censoriousness, perhaps should 
look inwardly for the occasion oft- 



gage to second her) .she would 
venture to talk to my father her- 
self ; and I should hear further in 
the morning. 

She went down to tea, and 
kindly undertook to excuse my 
attendance at supper. 

But is it not a sad thing, I re- 
peat, to be obliged to stand in op- 
position to the will of such a mo- 
ther? Why, as I often say to 
myself, was such a man as this 
Solmes fixed upon? The only man 
in the world, surely, that could 
offer so much, and deserve so 
little! 

Little indeed does he deserve! 



ener than they do. 

My heart is a little at ease, on 
the hopes that my mother will be 
able to procure favour for me, and 
adeliveranceifrom this man ; and so 
1 have leisure to moralize. But if I 
had not J I should not forbear to in- 
termingle occasionally these sort 
of rem tf ks, because you command 
me never to omit them when they 
occur to my mind: an dnot to be 
able to make them, even in a more 
affecting situation , when one sits 
down to write, would shew oneV 



— Why^, my dear, the man has the ! self more engaged to self^ and to 
most mdifferent of characters. |one*s own concerns, than attentive 
Every moutii is opened against i to the wishes of a friend. If it be 
him for his sordid ways — A | said , that it is natural so to be, 
/bo/i.^A man. to be so base-minded ! i what makes that nature^ on oc- 
-— when tne difference between ' casions where a friend may be 
the^ obtaining of a fame for gene- 1 obliged ^ or reminded of a piece of 
rosity , and incurring the censure ' instruction, which (writing down) 
of being a miser, will not, pru-' one's self may be the better for, 
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but a fault; which it would set a 
person above nature to subdue? 

LETTER ZVm. 
HiB8 Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Sat. March 4. 
Would you not have thought 
that something might have been 
obtained in my favour, from an 
offer 80 reasonable, from an ex- 
pedient so proper, as 1 imagine, to 
put a tolerable end, as /rom myself, 
to a correspondence 1 hardly know 
how otherwise, with safety to some 
of my family, to get rid of? — But 




Sit down. Clary Harlowe ; I si 
talk to you by-and-by: and eoo^ 
tinned looking into a drawer 
among laces and linen , in a< way 
neither busy nor unbusy. 

I believe it was a quarter of an 
hour before she spoke to me (my 
heart throbbing with the suspense 
all the time) ; and then she asked 
me coldly what directions X had 
given for the day? 

I shewed her the bill of fkre for 
this day, and to*morrow, if, I said, 
it pleased her to approve qf it.: 

she made a small alt^ation in 

it; but with an air so cold and. so 

my .'brother's plan (which my solemn, as added to my emotions. 



mother spoke of, and of which I 
have in vain endeavoured to pro- 
cure a copy, with a. design to take 
it to pieces, and expose it, as I 
question not there is room to do) 
joined with my father's impatience 
of contradiction, are irresistible. 

I have not been in bed all nieht; 
nor am I in the least drowsy. Ex- 
pectation, and hope, and doubt (an 
uneasy state i) kept me sufficiently 
wakeniL I stepped down at my- 
usual time, that it might not be 
known I had not been in bed ; and 
gave directions in the family way. 
. About eight o'clock Shorey 
came to me from my mother, with 
orders to attend her in her 
chamber. 

My mother had been weeping, 
I saw by her eyes: but her aspect 
seemed to be less tender,, and less 



Mr. Harluwe talks of dining 
out to-day, I think, at my brother 
Antony's « — • • 

M. Harlowe ! — Not my fatherl 
— Have I not then a father? — 
thought I. , , 

Sit down when I bid you^ 

I sat down. 

You look very sullen. Clary. 

I hope not, madam. 

If children would always be 
children — parents — . and there 
she stopped. 

She then went to her 'toilette, 
and looked in the glass, and gave' 
half a sigh — The other half, as if 
she would not have sighed could 
she have helped it, she^ gently 
hemmed away. 

I don't love to see the girl look 
so sullen. 

Indeed, madam,! am not sullen^ 



affectionate , than the day before ; — -. And I arose , and turning from. , 



and this , as soton as I entered into 
her presence, Struck me with an 
awe which gave a great damp to 
my spirits. 



her, drew out mv hafidkerchief ; 
for the tears ran down my ek^^kA* 

I thought, by the glass .bef' 
me, I saw the mQther in her mP 



ovo 
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]jjjfe ea«t towards me: bat lier 
ySmds oonfimied not the hoped 

One oi the mort proToking 
tiunss in the world is, to have 
people erf for what tb^ can 

Iwish to hearen I conld, wh?m1**"» ! 
— and I sobbed. 

Tears of pemtence and aobs of 
peprerseness are migh^ ,.well 
toitedl — Yon may go up to jonr 
chamber. I shall t^k with jon bj* 
and'bj. 

I coortesied with rererenoe. 

Mock me not with outward 
gestures of respect. The heart, 
Ulary, is what I want. 

Indeed, madam, yon have 11 It 
is not so much mine as my 
mamma's! 

Fine talking! — as somebody 
says, If words were to pass for 
duty, Clarissa Harlowe would be 
the most dutiful child breathing. 

God bless that somebody ! —be 
it whom it will, God bless that 
somebody! — And I courtesied, 
and pursuant to her last command, 
was going. 

She seemed struck ; but was to 
be angry with me. 

So turning from me, she spoke 
with quickness. Whither now, 
Clary Harlowe? 

You commanded me, madam, 
to 20 to my chamber. 

1 see you are very ready to go 
out of my presence. — Is your 
compliance tneeffect of sullenr CSS, 
or obedienee? — You are very' 
ready to leave me. 

I*'Oould hold no longer! but 



dearest mamma! Let me know all 
I am to suffer! Let me know what 
I am to be! — IwiU bear it, if I cam 
bear it: bat year displeasure I 
cannot bear! 

Leaye me, leave me, C^aiy 
Harlowe ! — ^No kneeling * — limha 
so supple; will so stubborn! — 
Rise, it^ you. 

I cannot rise! I will disob^ my 
mamma, when she bids me leave 
her without being reconciled to 
me! Nosullens, my mamma: no 
perverseness: but, worse than 
either : this is direct disobedience ! 

— Yet tear not yourself from me? 

t wrapping my arms about her as 
: kneeled: she struggling to get 
from me; my face lined up to hers, 
with eyes running over, that spoke 
not ftxj heart if they were not all 
humility and reverence.] You must 
not, must not, tear yourself from 
me! [for still the dear lady strug* 
^led, and looked this way and 
Uiat, in a sweet disorder, as if she 
knew not what to do] — I will 
never rise, nor leave you, nor let 
you go , till you say you are not 
angry with me. 

thou ever moving child of my 
heart! ffoMingherdcar arms about 
my neck, as mine embraced her 
knees] Why was this task — but 
leave me! — Yon have discom- 

Eosed me be vend expression! 
leave me, my dear! — I won't be 
an^ry with vou — if I can help it 

— if you will be good. 

1 arose trembling, and hardly 
knowing what I did, or howlstood 
or walked, withdrew to my 
chamber. My Hannah followed 

thre# myself at her feiet: O my 'me as soon as she heard- me qiut ' 
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mv mother's presence, and with it is so much heir subject, to have 
salts and spring* water just kept it tbdtight that she never didy a^d 
me from famting; apd ^bat was as | never com/£? like him, that she givbs 
much as she could do. It was near but too much room to suspect tha| 



two hours before I could so far 
recover myself as to take up my 
pen, to wntetoyou how unhappily 
my hopes have ended. 

My mother went down to break- 
fast. I was not fit to appear: biit 
if I had been better, I suppose 1 



she does. She never tells the 
story of their partine, and of her 
refusal of him, but her coloui: 
rises, she looks with disdain upon 
me, and mingles an^er with the 
airs she gives herseu: anger as 
well as airs, demonstrating, that 



should not have been sent for; since, she refused a man whom she 
the nermission for my attending thought worth accepting: where 
her down, was given by my father | else is the ri^ason either for anger 
(when in my chamber) only on or boast?— PoorBeHa! she i^'to 
condition that she found me . be pitied —^ she cannot either like 
worthy of .the name of daughter J or dislike with temper! — Would 
Thjit^J doubt, I never shall be in I to heaven she had been mistress 
Aft9 0pinion,ifhebenotbroujghtto of all her wishes!. — would to 
change his mind as to this Mr. heaven she had! 
Solmes.' As to wh at you say of my giving 

up to my father*s control the estate 

devised me, my motives at the 

LETTER XIX. - j time , as you acknowledge , were 

MlM<Ciarit»a HarioWe to Mis. Howe. !«®^ blameable. Your advice to 

me on the subject was grounded, 
. Jn^nimertoLetierXy, i^ j remember, on jTour good 

Sat..MarQii4, IS o^ciock. j opinion of me; believing that I 
Hahvah has just now brought should not make a bad use of the 
me f^m the usu&l place your power willed me: neither you nor 
favour of yesterday. The contents I, my dear-, although you now 
of it have made me very thought- assume theair of a diviner, [pardon 
ful; and you will have an answer me] could have believed fhatwoidd 
in my gravest st^le. -/ to have have happened which has ha])- 
that *Mr. Solmesi^ — No indeed! pened,as tomy/h/^y-^^partparti- 
— I wiU sooner — But I will write cularly . You were indeed jealous 
first to those passages in jovu of my brother's views apam.</ 9ne; 
lekter/wlndi are less concerning, or rather of his predominant love 
that i may touch upon this part of himself; bu^ I did not tliihk so 
with mfore patience. ' | hardly of my brother and sister as 

As ito what you mention of my you always did. You never loved ' 
sister's value for Mr.. Lovelace, 1 them; and ill-will has eyes ever 
am not very much suiprised at it. oj^n to the faulty side ; ^ 
She takes such o^ciou^pfuns, and will or love is blind evf 
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imerfiBetioiM. I wfll Iniefly re-iiioisacliiabiected^iBOfetliaBaiiy 
tires. oflien, to the attemptB of enter- 



coUeei iDj nottres. 

I fovaad pealonnes and 
iwtinen annag in ereiy bfeast, 
where all before was nnitj and 
lore: the bononred testator was 
teflected apon: aseemdchildliood 
was attribated to him; and I was 
eensoredy as haTing taken ad- 
iraatage of iL All yoong erear 
taresythonghtlymoreor less, covet 
independency; bat those who wish 
most lor it, are seldom the fittest 
to be tnisted either with the 
goremmeat of themselfres, or with 
power over others. This is certainly 
arery high and nnosaal devise to 
fo yonng a creature. We should 
not aim at allwe have power to do. 
To take all t^ good-nature, or 
indalgenee, or good opinion eon- 
fen , shews a want oi raodemdon, 
and a graspingness that is un- 
worthy of that indulgence; and 



prisers and fortune-eedEers? — 
And then, left to myself , should I 
take a wronr sle^, though with 
ever so gooa an mtention, how 
mai^ should I have to triumph 
over me, how lew to pity me! — 
The more of the one, and thefewer 
of the other, for having aimed at 
eieellii^. 

These were some of my reflee- 
tbns at; the time: aad I have no 
doubt, but that in the same situa- 
tion I diould do the veiy same 
thinf ; and that upon thematurest 
deliberation. Wno can command 
or foresee events? To act up to 
our best judgments at the time, is 
all we can do. If I have erred, 
*tis to worldly wisdom only that I 
have erred. If we suffer by an act 
of duty, or even by an act of ge- 
nerosity, is it not pleasurable on 

" ■ " in 



are bad indications of the tMe that 'reflection, that the fault is 
may be made of the power be- 1 others, rwier than in ourselves? 
qoeathed. It is true, thought !« ; — I had much rather have reason 
that I have formed agreeable 'to think others unkind, than that 
scbemesof making others as happy i they should have any to think me 
as myself, by the i>roperdischiurge undutilnL 
of the stewardship entrusted to! And so, my dear, I am sure had 
mB^[Arenot all estates stewardships^ jovu 

my dearf] But let me examine And now for the motfoontem- 
myself: is not vanity, or secret ing part of your letter, 
love of praise, a principal motive ! You think I must of necessity, 
with me at the bottom? — Ought as matters are cihsumstanoed , be 
I not to suspect my own heart? So1mes*swifo. I will not be very 
If I set up for myself, puffed up rash,my dear, in protesting to the 
with every one's good opinion, contrary : but I think it never cim, 
may I not be left to myself? — and,what instill more, never oti^ 
Every one's eyes are upon the to be! — My temper, I know, is' 
conduct, upon the visits, upon the depended upon. Butlhavehere- 
t^7or«,ofa young creature of our totore said*, Hiat I have some* 
•ez, made independent: and are . • 8s« Letter tt. p. 54. 
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thing in me of my father's family, . 
as well as of my mother's. And 
have I any encouragement to fol- 
low too miplicitly the example 
which my mother sets of meek- 
ness, and resignedness to the wills 
of others? Is she not for ever 
obliged (as she was pleased to 
hint to me) to he of the forbearing 
side? In my mother's case, your 
bbservation, I must own, isveri^ 
fied, that those who will bear 
m^icn, shall have much to bear f. 
What is it, as she says, that «^ 
has not sacrificed to peace? — 
Yet, has she by her sacrifices al- 
ways found the peace she has de- 
served to find? Indeed no! — I 
am afraid the very conlrarv. And 
often, and often have I YoA reason 
(on her account) to reflect, that 
we poor mortals, by our orer-soli^ 
citnde to preserve undisturbed the 
qualities we are consiituiionally 
rond of ,^ frequently lose the bene- \ 
fits we propose to ourselves fi'om 
them: smce the designing and en- 
croaching (finding out what we 
most fear to forfeit) direct their 
batteries against these our weaker 
places, and, making an artillery 
pf I may so nhrase iQ of our hopes . 
and fears^ play it upon us at their [ 
pleasure. 

Steadiness of mind ^ (a quality 
which the ill-bred ana censorious 
deny to any of our se^f) when we 
are absolutely convinced of being 
in the right, [otherwise it is not 
itetidiness^hnt obstinacy] and when 
it is exerted iii material cases , is 4 
qnalityi which, as my good Dr. 
Lewen was wont to say, brings 

• p. 68. 



great credit to the possessor of it; 
at the same time tnat it usually, 
when tned and known , xoXse^mm 
above the attempts of the meanly 
machinating. He usQd therefore 
to inculcate upon me this steadi- 
ness, upon laudable convictions. 
And why may I not think that I 
am now put upon a proper exercise 
of it? 

I sftid above, that I never can 
be, that I never ought to be Mrs, 
Solmes. — I repeat that I ought 
not: for, surely, my dear, I should 
not give up to my brother's ambi- 
tion the happiness .of my future 
life. Surely I ought not to be the 
instrument of depriving Mr* 
Solmes's relations of their natural 
rights and rever8ionai:y prospects, 
for the sake of further aggrandi-. 
zing a family (although thai^X am' 
of) which already Uvea in great 
affluence, and splendour; and. 
which might be as justly dissatis-' 
fied were all that some of it aim at, 
to be pbtained, ^at they were not 
princes, as now thev are, that they 
are not peers [for whenever w^ an 
ambitious mind, as you observe in . 
the case of avarice*, satisfied by 
acquisition?] The less, surely, 
ought I to give in to these grasping 
views of my brother, as 1 myself 
heartily despise the end aimed at; 
as I wish not either to change my 
state, or better my fortunes ; and 
as I am fully persuaded that hap- 
piness and.nches are two things, 
and very seldom meet together. 

Tet I dread, I exceedingly 
dread, the conflicts I know I mu"^ ' 
encounter with. li is possih 
• See Letter x. p. 59. 
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that I may be more unbappy from 
the due observation of the good 
doctor's general precept, than 
were I to yield the point : since 
what I CBM' steadiness is deemed 
Btubbomness, obstinacy, prepos- 
session^ by those who have a right 
to put what interpretation they 
please upon my conduct 

So, my dear, were we perfect 
(which no one can he) we could not 
be happy in this life, unless those 
with wnom we have to deal (those 
more espec^ially who have any 
control upon us) were governed 
by the same principles. But then 
does not the good doctor's conclu- 
sion recur,— that we have nothing 
to do, but to choose what is right; 
to be ^steady in the pursuit of it; 
and to leave tbe issue to Prpvi 
dence? 

^ This, if you approve of my mo- 
tives (and if you don*t, pray in-: 
form me), 'must be mf aim iq. the 
present case. 

But what then can T plead for a 
palliation to myself of my mother's 
sufferings on my account? Per- 
baps this consideration will carnr 
some force with it — that her diffi- 
culties cannot last long: only till 
this great struggle shall be one 
way or oth^ determined — 
whereas my unbappiness^if I com- 
ply, will (from an aversion not to 
De overcome) be for life. To which 
let me add, that as I have reason 
to think, that the present measures 
are not entered upon with her own 
natural liking, sne will have (the, 
less pain, should they want tbe 



I have run a 'great length in a 
very little time. The subject 
touched me to the quick. My re- 
flections upon it win give yon rea- 
son to expect from me a perhaps 
too steady behaviour in a new con- 
ference, which, I find, I must bavQ 
with my mother. My father and 
brother, as she told me, dine at my 
uncle Antony's; and that, as i 
have reason to believe, on purpose 
to give an opportunity for it. 

Hannah informs me,* that B\m 
heard my father high and (angry 
with my mother, at taking; leave 
of her: I suppose for being too 
favourable to me; for Hannah 
heard her say, as in tears, '4nr 
deed, Mr. Harlowe, you ^eatly 
distress met -^ The poor girl^dQes 
not deserve^" Hannah h«j^d no 
more, but that he said, He would 
break somebody's heai^ — Mine^ 
I suppose — Kot my motfa^r'si.l 
hope. '• .»• 

As only my sister dines with my 
mother, I thought I should have 
be^n copim,9>nded down:, but she- 
sent me up a. plate from her table, 
I continued my writing, . I could 
not tofiich a morsel. I ordered 
Hannah, however, .to eat of it,- 
that I might not be thought 
sullen. • s 

Before I conclude this, I will 
see whether any thing oSipVSifi^om < 
either of my private correspond- 
encies, that will make it proper 
to add to it:, and will take aturot 
in the wood-yard and gardea fop 



natural liking, sne will have (theitbat purpose 
less pain, should they want tbe ' * 

•access which 1 think m my heart' I am stopped; Qannab shall 



they opght to want. 



deposit this. She was ordered by 
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my nfother (who asked wheriB I 
was) to tell me, that she would 
eome up and talk with me in my 
own closet. — She is coming! 
Adien, my dear. 

LETT£S xz. 
IClM Clariflis Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Sat. afternoon. 

Thb expected conference is 
over: but my difficulties are in- 
creased. This, as my mother was 
pleased to tell me , being the last 
persuasory effort that is to be at- 
tempted, I will be as particular in 
the account of it as my head and 
my heart will allow me to be. 

1 have made, said she, as she 
entered my room, a short as well 
as £ar/t( dinner, on purpose to con- 
fer witnyon : -and I do assure you, 
that it. will be the last conference 
I shall either be permitted or m- 
clined to hold with you on the sub- 
ject . if yoti should prove as re- 
fractorr as it is [imagined you will 
prove -by some, who are of opi- 
nion, ihat I have not the weight 
with you which my lindulgence 
deserves. But I hope you will 
convince as well them as me of the 
contrairy. ' 

Your father both dines and Stips 
at your uncle's, on purpose to give 
us this opportunity; and accord- 
ing to the report I shall make on 
his return (which I have promised 
shall be a very faithful one.) 
he will take his measures with 
you. 



•;;>. 



I was offering to speak -^ Hear, 
Clarissa, what I have to tell yon, 
said sfai^; before yott speak, unless 



what yon have to say will sigmfy 
to me your compliance — Say — 
Will it? — If It will J you may 
speak. 

I was silent. 

She looked with concern and 
anger upon me — No compliance, 
I find! — Such a dutiful young 
creature hitherto! — Will you 
not, can you not, speak as I would 
have you speak? — Then [reject 
iug me as it were with her hand] 
continue silent. — I, no more than 
your father J will bear your avowed 
contradiction. 

She paused with a look of ex- 
pectation , as if she waited for my 
consenting answer. 

I was still silent ; looking down ; 
the tears in my eyes. 

thou determined eirl! — But 
sajr — speak out — fAre you re-» 
solved to stand in opposition* to us 
all , in a point our hearts are set 
upon? ^ « 

May I, madam, be permitted td 
eitpostulate? -^ 

To what ]>urpose expostulate 
withwie, Clarissa? Your /afA^r is 
determined. Have I not told you 
there is no receding; that the 
honour as well as the interest of 
^b family is coneertied? Be in- 
genuous : you used to be 'so , even 
occasionauy against yourself: — 
Who at the long-run mtMst submit 
— all of us to you; or you to all of 
us? If vou intend to yield at Itut 
if. you nnd yon cannot conquer, 
yield now\ and with a grace — *!^» 
yield you must, orbenon*' 
cfcild. 

• 

'I«rept. IknewHotwhr 



02 



THB HISTORY OF 



or rather how to ezpresB what^I 
had to say. 

Take notice, that there are 
flaws in your grandfather's will: 
not a shilling of that estate will 
be yours, if yon do not yield. Your 
grandfather left it to you] as a re-, 
ward of your dutj to Mm and 
to i« — You will juslbj forfeit it 
if- 

P.ermit me, good madam, to say, 
that if it were unjustly bequeathed 
me, I ought not to wish to have it 
> 3ut I hope Mr. Solmes will be ap- 
prised of these flaws. 

This is very pertly said, Ola- 



do 



if 



^ assure, you, u your father 
does, and absolutely renounce 
you. 

I am sony, madam, that I have 
had 80 little merit as to have made 
no deeper impressions of favour 
for me in! their hearts: but I will 
love and honour them ;a8 long as I 
live. 

All this, Clarissa, makes your 
prepossession in . a. certain man's 
favour the more ,evident. Indeed 
your brother and sister cannot go 
any-whitber, but they hear of 
iiiese prepossessions. , 

It is a great grief to me, ma- 



rtssa : but reflect , that the for- j dam, to be made the subject of the 

feitnreof that estate through your public talk;' but I hope you jwill 
_.x?_^ .1. L_ _^._ J 3 .^. i^yQ ^jjg goodness to excuse me 



opposition will be attended with 
toe total loss of vour father's 
fovour: and then now destitute 
must you be; how unable to slip- 
port yourself; and how many 
benevolent desi^s and good* ac- 
tions must you give up ! 

I must accommodate myself, 
madam,, in tbe flatter ca^e, to. my 
circumstances; much only is re* 
quired where much i» given*, It be- 
comes me to be thankful for what 



for observing. that |the. authors of 
my. disgrace within-doors, the 
talkers of my prepossession 
without, and the. reporters of it 
5'om abroad^ are originally the 
same persons. 

She severely chid me for this. ^ 
. I rec'eivea her rebukes in 
silence. 

You are sullen, Clarissa: I see 
you are sullen* — Andshe walked 



I have had. I have reason to bless about thOvroom in anger. Then 
you , madam , and my good Mrs. | turning to me — ; You can hear the 
Norton, for bringing me up to be imputation of sullenness I. see! — 
satisfiea with little; with- much j You, have no concern to clear 
less,.! will venture to say, than my • yourself of it. I was afraid' of 
father's indulgence annually con- j telling you alM was enjoined to 
fers upon me. — And then I ., tell you, in case you were to .be 
thought of the old Boman and hi&] unpersuadable : but I find that I 
lentib. • • I ^^ ^ [greater opinion of your de- 

• What penrerseness! said my licacy, of your gentleness, than I 
mother.-^^ut if you depend upon needed to have — It cannot dis- 
the favour of either or both of your compose so steadjr soinflezlble a 
oneles, vain will be that de-. young creature^ to be told., as I. 
pendence: t^j^willgiveyounp,! now tell you, that the settlements 
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are actualljr drawn; and that yoiil you. ' Give me' hope, ixty dear 
will be <salled down in a very fewj child; my peace is concerned: I 
days to hear them read , and. to] will compound with you but for 
sign them : foi' it is impossible , iff hope : and yet ^our father will not 
your heart be free, that you can 1 be satisfied without an implicit,* 

' and even a cheerful obedience -— 
Grive me but hope, my child ! 



To givte you hope, my dearest, 
nry most indulgent mamma, is ta 

five you every thing. ' Can I be 
onest, if I give a hope that I can* 
not confirm y 
She was very angry. Sheaj^aia 



make the least objection to them ; 
except it will be^an objection with 
you, that they are so much in yourj 
favour, and in the favour of all 
our family; 

I was speechless, (absolutely 
speechless, l^lthough my heart 
was ready to burst, yet could I 
neither weep nor speak. I caUed me perVerse : she upbruded 

I am sorry, said she, for your I me with regarding only my ovm 
aveneness to this 'match [mafe/t [prepossessions, and respectiiig 
she was pleased to call it I] : but; not either her peace t>f mind ot 
there is no help. The honour and i my own : — ^ ^ It is a grating thinr, 
interest of the family, as your : said she, for the parents of a chlldt 
aunt has told you, and as I navel who deUghted m her in all the 
told yon, are concerned; and you I time of her helpless infancy, and 
must comply. j throughout every stage of her 

I was still speechless. | childhood ; and in every part of 

She folded the warm statue y as; her education to womanhood, be* 
she was pleased to call me , in her j cause of the promises she gave of 
arms; and entreated me, for he- [proving the most grateful and 
aven*s sake, and for her sake, to; dutiful of children; to find, just 
comply. Iwhen the time arrived which 

Speech and tears were lent me! should crown their wishes, that 
at tne same time. — You have! child stand in the way of her own 
given me life^ madam, said I, j happiness, and her parents* com- 
clasping my uplifted hands to- j fort, and refunng an excellent 
gether, and falling on one knee;: offer, and noble settiemeots^ give 
a happy one. till now, has yotiri suspicions to her anxious fhends, 

goodness, ana my pa/)a\ made it!; that she would become the pro- 
) do not, do not, make all |the j perty of a vile rake and lib^rtme, 
remainder of it miserable ! l who, (be the occasion what it will) 

Your father , replied she , is re- 1 defies her family, and has actually 
solved not to see you, lill he sees' embrued his hands in her brother a 
you as: obedient a child as you! blood. 

used to be. You have never been! ^^I have had a very hard time 
put to a test till now, that de- of it,(3aid she, between your father 
served to be called a test This and you; for, seeing your dislike, 
w,thi8mM«tbe,myl{i8teffoi^witii I have more than once pleaded for 
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y«o: bntalltoiippiiipose. lamjHarlowe, in the earnest denfre ha 
oaly treated as a toe food mother, has to see this treaty perfected, 



who . ftom motiTes of a blameable 
indulgence, enooorage a child to 
staiidL in opposition to afatlM»*s 
wilL { am charged with diyiding 
the family into two parts; I and 
my youngest daughter, standing 
aipunst my husband, his two bro- 
thers, my son, my eldest daughter, 
and my sister Herrey. I haye 
been told, that Imust be convinced 
bf tiie fitness as well as advantage 
to the whole (your brother and 
lir. Loyelaee out of the question) 
of carrying the contract with Mr. 
<Solmes, on which so manif con- 
.tracts depend, into ezecuti<m. 



but the welfare and i^erandise- 
ment of his family ; which already 
having fortunes to become' the 
highest condition, cannot but 
aspire to greater distinctions? 
ifowever sfight sueh views as 
these may appear to you,. Ckffy, 
you know, that they are not slieBt 
ones to any other of the famuy: 
and your iather.will be. his own 
judge of what is and what is not 
likely to promotcf the good of his 
chikhnen. Youir. abstractednesSy 
child,. (a//ec/q/i(>n of abstracted- 
ness some call it) savours, let me 
tell you, of gieater particularity, 
f' Your father^s heart, I tell you {.than what we aim to carry: ino- 
once more, is in it: he has do- desty and humility, therefore, mil 
dared, that he had rather have no oblige you rather to mistrust 
daughter in you, than one he can- youraelt of peculiarity , than cen- 
sure views which all the world 
pursues, as opportunity offers.** 
IJI was still silent; and she pro- 
ceeded — 'Ut is owing to ^e 
good opinion. Clary, wmchyour 



not dispose of for your own good: 
.especially as you have owned, that 
.your heaft it free; and as the gene- 
ral good of his whole family is to 
be promoted by your obedience. 

•He has pleaded, poor man! that Father Kias of you," and of your 
his frequent gouty paroxysms prudence, du^, and gratitude, 
^eYery nt more threatening than. that he engaged for your cdm- 
the former) give him no extra-lplianc6, in yohr absence (before 
ordinary prospects, either of. you returned from Miss Howie); 
worldly happiness or of long j and that he built and finished 



days: and he hopes, that you, 

who have been supposed, to have 

contributed to the lengthening of 

•your grand father' i life, irili not, 

Dyyourdisobedience,shortenyour 

(other's. 

This was a most affecting plea, 
my dear. I wept in silence upon 
it I could Bot speak to it. And 
my mother prooeeded: *'What 
therefore can be Unaotiyeai Clary 



eontracts- upon it,' which cannot 
be made void, or cancelled.'* 

But nfhy then, thought I, did 
they receivo^me, on 'my return 
from Miss Howe, with so much in- 
timidating solemnity? — To be 
sure, my dear, this argument, as 
well as the xest^ 'was obtruded 
upon my mother.. 

She went on , ''Your father has 
declared, thai .yon» iiiiezpect0d 
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opposition [unexpected she wa3 m;^ aathorit^ over yon: and that 

peased to call itj and Mr. Love- this I may. the less scrapuiously 

lace's continued menaces and iu- do^ as you have owned (the old 

salts, more and more couYinae Binngl] that your heart in free.^^ 

him , that a short day is necessary ' Uif worthy, refleetioa in ray mo- 

in order to put an end to all that the'r's ease, sarely,thisof oar 8ez*0> 
w — J x^ 1- — _„i - i.L-_x Bince she* 




inprer- 
f eaual' 

voured. He has therefore actually fortune, because they were ox in- 
ordered patterns of the richest ferior reputation for morses I. 
8[ilks to DC sent for from L6n-i ** ITour father ,*Vadded8he^'* at;, 
don — '* I his going out, .told me what hd. 

I started — I was out of breath ezpecteofrom me, in case I found 
-- 1 gasped, at this frightful pre- ' that I had not the requisite in*.., 
cipitance — I was going to open fluence upon vou — It was this — :. 
yifith warmth against it. I knew , That I sDould directly separate 
whose the haj)py expedient must myself from you, and leave you 
be: female minds, I once heard singly to take the consequence of 
my brother say , that could but be your double disobedience — I 
brought to balance on thechauge therefore entteat you, my dear 
of their state, mi^ht easily be c/e-| Clarissa,** concluded she, ^^and 
'tetynined by the ^Tare and splend- that iu the mo8|; (earnest and con* 
our of the nuptial preparations,! descending manner, to signify to 
and, the pride of becoming the | your father, on his return, your 
mistress of a family. — But she ready obedience; and this as well 
hurried on , that I mi^iht not have for my sake, as for your own." 
time to express my qlsgusts at | Afifected hy my mother's good- 
sueh a communication,— to this : ness to me, and by that part of her ci 
effect: [argument which related to her 

**Your father, therefore, my own peace, and to the suspicions 
Clary, cannot, either for ypur they nad of her secretly inclining 
sake or his own, labour una§ria to prefer the. man so hated -by 
suspense so affecting to his: re-. (A^m, to the man so much my aver? 
pose. ^ He has even thought nt to ,isio9^ I could not but wish it were :. 
acquaint me, on imy pleading for ^ossiule for me to obey. I there- ' 
you, that it becomes me, as I value tore paused, hesitated, considered, 
my own peace , ^tw harsh to such and was silent foe some time. 1 
a wifel\ and as I wish, that he do could see, that mv mother hoi)ed 
not suspect that I secretly favour tliat the result of this hesitation 
the address of a vile rake (a char- would be £Avourable to her arga- ' 
acter which all the sex, he i^ ipents. But then recoUecti&ff. 
pleased to say, virtuous and vi- that all was owing ito the inst^ 
eioiis,arebntto9fondof!)toezert Uons of a brot&r and r 
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wMIy aetoated by BeHtsh and 
eiivioitg TxewB; that I had not de- 
serred the treatment I had of late 
met with; that mv disffrace was 
already become the poblic talk; 



But this man, every moment I 
would, at your command, think of 
him with favour, is the more my ., 
aversion. Tou cannot, indeed 
you cannot, think, how my whole 



J;hat the man was Mr. Solmes; [soul resists him! — And to talk of 
and that my aversion to 'him was [contracts concbided upon; of pat- 
too generally known, to make my terns ; of a short day ! ~ Save me, 
compliance either creditable to save me, O my dearest mamma, 
myself or to them: that it 'would -save your child, from this heavy, 
give my brother and sister a'this insupportable evil! — 
triiink>h over me, and over Mr. I Never was there a countenance 
Lovelace, which tiiey* would [not ' that expressed so significantly, as 
fail to ^lory in; and which, al- my mother's did, an anguish, 
though It concetned me but little which she struggled to hide, under 
to regard on hts account, yet kn anger she was compelled to as- 
mijB^ht be attended with fatal mis-j sume — till the latter overcoming 
chiefs -^ And then Mr, Solmes*s the former, she turtied from me 
disagreeable petson ; his still more \ with an up lifted eye ; and stamp- 
disagreeable manners ; his low un- ' ing — Stranaeverver.^eness I were 
dentaudinff -^ Understanding! the only worasl heard of a sentence 
the glory of a man, so little to be that she angrily pronounced; and 
dispensed with in the head and was^oing. Ithen, halffrantidy, 
direclor of a family, in order to I believe, laid hold of her gown — 
preserve to him thatrespect which Have patience with me , dearest 
agoodwife(andthatforthejusti- madam, said I — Do not you re- 
ficationof her own choice) should nounce me totally — If you must 
nay him herself, and wish every separate yourself from your child, 
bjdy to fHv him — And as Mr. let it not be with aftso/uto reproba- 
bolmes^m/erto^tVy in this respect- tion ,on your own nart! t- My. 
able fa<Hiltf of the human mind uncles may be hard-hearted — 
[I must be allowed to say this to My father may be immoveable — 
yon, and no great self-assumption I may suffer from my brother'a 
neither] would proclaim to all &- ambition, and from my sister's 
tttrC) as well as to all present ob- envy! — But let me not lose-n^ 
servers, what must have been my mamma*s love, at least her pity. 
mean inducement — Ad these re- She turned to me with benigner 
fleoiions crowding upon my re^ rays — You have ooy love! yoii 
meinbrance; I would, m&dvn. hqve my pify ! Bat ^ Q my desaest 
aaid I , folding my hands , with an girl — I have not uours. 
eantostneto in which my whole Indeed, indeed » madam, you 
heart was engaged, bear thecruel- have: and all my reverence, all 
lest tortoresj Dear loss of hmb, and my ^titude, you have! — But 
even of life, to give yov peace. inthisoiMpdnt — cannotlbetlua 
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imctf obliged? — Will no ;ea;pMlitfntraey to the disadtantage of tKe 
be aecepted? Have I not made a maitied lifb? Yet 'tis something 
▼eiy f air'proposai as to Mr. Love- of an alleyiation *, if one most bear 
laee? undue eontrol, to bear it from a 

I wish for both our sakes, my man of sensje. My father, I have 
dear nnpersuadeable girl, that the heard yon say, madam , Was fot ' 
deeision of this point lay with me. years a very good-humoured gen- 
But whyy .when you know it does tleman — Unobjectionable in peis 
not, • why^hould von thus pei^lex son and manners ^— But the man 
and urge me ?*^ To renounce Mr^ proposed to- me — 
Lovelace is now but half what is Forbear, reflecting upon yoQr 
aimed at. Nor will any body eke father {I)id I , my oear , in what 
bdieve you in earnest in the offer, I have repeated , and I think* they 
if / w<mld. While- you Remain are the very words, reflect uppn 
single, Mr. Lovelaoe will have my fattier?]: it is- not possible,- 1 ' 
hopes— * and you,^ in the opinion- must say again, and again, *were 
<lf others , inclinations. - aU men equaHy indifferent to vou, 

'Pennitme, dearest madam, to that you shomd be thusstufoyin • 
say, that yaw goodness to me, your will. I am tired oixt with 
y9t«r patience, ^w peace, weigh your obstinacy. — The most un- 
more mth me, tlfon all "the rest pefmadectble giii — You forget, 
pat together: fbr 'although I am that I must senarate my^lf from 
to be treated, by iny brother, and youj iiFyou Wifi not comply. Yoa 
through his . instigatious , by my do not remember,'that your father 
fath^, .as^a slave in this point, wilitakeyou up where I leave 
and not as a daughter, yet my you. Onoen^ore, however, I will ' 
mind ifr not that of a slave. You pint it 'to you: — Are you deter- 
have not. brought me up to be mined to brave your father's dis- 
mean. * pleasure? — Are you determined 

"So, Clary r you aroc already at to defy your uncles? — Do you • 
defiance- with your father! I have, choose to break, with us all, rather 
had 'too much cause before to qp-^than encoura^ Mr. Solmes? — 
f>r€kend;is much — What will this Rather than give me hope? 
come to? -^Z, and then my dear . Dreadful alternative — But is 
mamma sighed — I am foroed to not my sincerity, is n6t the inte- ' 
put up with many humours — grtty of my heart, concerned in 

Thatyou(ire,myev.er-»hondured my answer? May not my ever- 
mamma , isjny gnef< And ean it lasting happiness oe the sacrifice? 
be thought, that this very con- Will n6t the least shadow of thb 
sideration, and the apprehension j^op^you just now demanded from 
of what may result from a much me be driven into absplutiB and' 
toor«« tempered man (a man, who sudden certainty f Is itnotsoug^^ 
hasnothalfthesenseofmyfather) to eilsnare, to entangle me iti 
has not made an impression upon own desire of obeying, if I c^ 
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en tiiat midrt be con- 
inta 4ap</ — IVwghre mey 
.)ff^ with 7019 ehildfl 
ia wdi a cause lU ^Aifi — 
S^ttlemeaU 4U|^irii!. — Pattenw 
mi for! ^ An iearbr day! — 
0eflir« dear madam, jkut can I 

SVe nope . and not intend to be. 
itman's? . , 

Ah, ghi| nerer «ay joiur 
t# /r^/ You deceive yoippielf if 
you think it it. 

Thot to be driven [and I .mrnng 
my hands through ifppatieb^e] by 
the instigations of a designing, an 
ambitious brother, and by a sister, 
that— 

How often , Chuyi must I forbid 
your nnsisterhr reflections? — 
I)oes not vonr mthepr, do not your 
uncles, does not ^voy bodv, pa- 
trctaiize Mr. Sohnes? And let me 
tell yon. ungratefol gurl, andun- 
mov<^ble as nngratefnlf let n^ 
rq^eatedly tell yoUi that it .is 
evident to me , that nothing bn^ a 
love unworthy of your prodehce 
c^n make a creature late so duti- 
foj, now BO sturdy. You may 
guess^ what your father's first 
question on his return will be. He 
must know that I can do nothing 
with you. 1 have done my part. 
Seek me , if your mind change be- 
fo^ he comes Wk : you have yet 
a little more time, as he stays 
supper. I will no more seek you^ 
n/otJnjoHf — And away she flung. 

What could I do but weep? 

I am extremely aiSected on my 
mother*s account -r more, I must 
needs say. than pn my own. And 
indeed, all things considered, and 
especially, that t)ie jpaeasure she 
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is engaged in, is (as Idaiesayit 
is) against heir owa jndgnsent ; she 
deserveM more eottpanion thaa 
myself. . -r- Kieriipnt woman! 
What pity, that medmess and 
e^mdescenrioii shoald not be at? 
tended with tha d«e rewards of 
.^hose ehanning graees! — Yet 
<^iad she not let violemt spirits, (as 
^ e elsewhere observed with no 
email regret) find their power^rer 
her»^ It oouldnot have been ihm* 
-Bat bere , run away with.by. n^ 
pen, -l^ra^er i^y mother to ba 
angry with tne on her own ai> 
coant. 8he fiinted to. me, indeed. 
thaVl must seek Mr^ if mj jnina 
changed) which is a toi|di^n that 
amounts 'to a prohibitii:^ .p^at- 
tendlne her: but^ a^ she IfiS^ ij^ 
iii;d&pleasure, will it not l^vO^ 
,.Verv obstinate appearance, ami 
look like a kind of renunciati^ 
of her meditationin my/avjo^ri if 
I go not down befpr^ my fatlieK ret- 
turns^ to snppbcate her pitj, A&d 
herkmdreporttohim? . . . _ 
I will attend her. I had. rathi^r 
all the world should be angry with 
me tha% my mamma ! 

Meantime, to dear my hand^ 
from papers of such ^ iiature, 
Hannah shall deposit this. If tWQ 
or. three letters reachyou together, 
they will but express, from one 



period to another 2 the anxieties 
ana difficulties which the, mind of 
your uubappy, |bat ever afi^- 
tionate, friend labours under. ^ 
I ... Cl. H. J, 
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MIm OlnrUsa Harlowe to Mlai Howe. 

Sat. n^ht. 

I HAVB been down. 1 an^ to he 
unlackj in all I do, I think, be 
my intentions ever so good I 
have made matters worse i;[istead 
of better: as I shall no.w tell you. 

I foand my moth^ andi sister 
togeth/^r in my sister^a parloar. 
My mother, I fear,, ny the 

flx>9f 11^ her fine face (un^ ^ ^^^ 
cQwner, sullener slow ip my sis^ 
tec's confirmed) haa. been ezprjEis- 
sing herself: with warmth against 
lier unfiaDpier child: perhaps gi- 
Tjug snch an account of what had 
Qi^^ed, as 'shoald clear, herself. 
And conyince Bella, and through 
her my brother and uncles , of t he 
sm'cere pains she had taken with 
Dto. 
I entered liV,9iva dejected on- 



to beff of ^o« to foriare me fur 
an^ thing Von may nave taken 
amiss in whal. passed abo70 'in- 
specting your honoiured self; aiid 
that you. will be pleased to nte 
your ehdeavooffs t# soften my 

Eapa*s displeasuse against md on 
is return. ' *■ ; 

Such aggravating looks; saeh 
lifting up of hands and eyes; such 
a farrowed foreh^sld, in my sister !\ 

My mother was anjgry enough 
without all that: aha asked iQe#i,< 
to what purpose I came down, if I: 
were still so untractable. ' 

She had hardly spoken ih€i 
wprds, when Shorey came in to 
tell her, that Mr. Solmes waa in 
the hall, and desired admittance. 

Ugly creature! What, at Hie 
close of day. quite dark, brought 
him hither? — Q^t, on second 
thoughts, I believe it was con- 
trived, that he should be here at 



minal, and besought the favour of ; supper, to know the result of the 
a private audience. My mother's jcoiifereuce between my mother 
return, both looks and words, and me, apd. that my father, on 



g^ve but too much reason for my 
above suin(Qise. 

ion have, said she [looking at 
n^e with a sternness that never sits 
well on her sweet features] rather 
A requesting than a conceding 
countenance. Clarissa llarlowe. 
Ifl am mistaken, tell me so; and 
I will withdraw with you where- 
ever you will. — Yet whether so, 
or not, you may say what you 
have to say before your sister. 

My mother, I thought, might 
have withdrawn with me, as she 
knows that I have not a friend in 
my sister. 

1 come down, madam, said I, 



his return, might find us togetn^. 

I was hurrying away, but my 
mother commanded me ^since i 
had come down only, as she said, 
to mock her) not to stir; and at 
the same time see if I could be- 
have 80 to Mr. Solmes I as might 
encourage her to make thefovonr- 
able report to my father which I 
had besought her^ make. 

My sister triumphed. I was 
vexed to be so caught, and to have 
such an angry and cutting rebuke 
^ven me,^with an aspect more 
hke the taunting sister than the 
indulgent mother, if I mav pre- 
sume to "say so: for she he* 
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seemed to eiyoy the Mxpxise upon I am sorry, on tefleetion , that 
me. I pat my mamma into so madi 

The man stalked in. His usual confosion — To be sure it was 
walk is by pauses , as if (from the very saucy in me. 
same vacuity of thought which { I beg pardon, madam, said I. 
made Di^den's clown whistle) he But my papa will soon return. 
was ieibnff his steps: and nrst And since 1 am not permitted to 
paid his dumsy respects to my; withdraw, it is not necessary, I 
mother; then to my sister; next humbly presume, that Mr. Solmes'n 
to moy as if 1 were already his presence should deprive me of thu 
wile, and therefore to be last in j opportunity to implore your fa- 
his notice; and sitting down by, vourable report: and at the same 
me, told us in general what time, if he still visit on my ae«- 
weather it was. very cold hecount [looking at him] to convince 
made it; buti was^arm enough. 'him, that it cannot possibly be to 
Then addressing himself to me: any purpose^ 
And how do you find it, miss?] is the girl mad? said my mother, 
was his question; and would have j interrupting me. 
taken my hand. My sister, with the affectation 

1 withdrew it. I believe with ofa whisper to my mother -'•Thia 
disdain en'ough. My mot her! is— This is jf/nVg, madam, [very 



frowned. My. slater bit her lip. 

I could not contain myself: I 
was never so bold in my life ; for 1 
went on with my plea, as if Mr. 
Solmes had not been there. 

My mother coloured, and looked 
at him, at my sister, and at me. 
My sister's eyes were opener and 
bigger than 1 ever saw them be- 
fore. 

The man understood me. He 
hemmed, and removed from one 
chair to another. 

I went on, supplicating for my 
mother's favourable report: No- 
thing but invincible dislike, said 

What would the gtrl be at, in- 



spitefuUy she 8{)oke the word] be- 
cause you commanded her to 
stay. 

1 only looked at her, and turning 
to my mother, Permit me, madam, 
said 1, to repeat my request. I 
have no brother, no sister ! ff 1 lose 
my mamma's favour, I am lost for 
ever I 

Mr. Solmes removed to his first 
seat^ and fell to gnawing the head 
of his hazel ; a carved head, almost 
as ugly as his own — I did not 
think the msaiwsLS BO sensible. 

My sister rose, with a f^ce all 
over scarlet; and steppiog to the 
table, where lay a fan, she took it 
up, and, although Mr. Solmes had 



terrupted my mother? Why,ioraerved that the weather was 
Clary] Is this a subject! — is | cold, fanned herself very ,vio- 
tMsl — Is thie! — Is this a time lently. 

—^ And again she looked upon Mr. My mother came to me, and 
Solmes*. angrily taking my hand, led me 
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loa 



oat of that parlour luto 1x17 own; 
which , y ou sno^, is next to it — 
Is not this hehaviouryer^ bold, 
very provoking, think you, Clary r 

I beg your pardon, madam, if it 
has that appearance to you. But 
indeed, my dear mamma, th^re 
seem to be snares laying for me. 
Too well i know my brother's 
drift. With a good word he shall 
have my consent for all he wishes 
to worm me out of — Neither he, 
iior my sister, shall need to take 
half this pains — 

My mother was about to leave 
me in high displeasure. 

I besought her to stay: One 
..favour, but one favour, dearest 
madam, said I, give me leave to 
begofyou — 

What would the girl? 

I see how ^very tbingisworkine 
about — I never, never can think 
of Mr. Solmes. My papa will be 
in tutnults when he is told that I 
eaonot. They will judge of the 
tenderness of your heart to a poor 
child who seems devoted by every 
one else, from the willingness you 
have already shewn to hearken to 
my prayers. There will be endea- 
vours used to confine me, and keep 
me out of your presence , and out 
of the, presence of every one who 
used to love mjs. [27us. m y dear Muus 
Howey is tkreafenedl] If this be 
effected; if it be put out of my 
. power to plead my own cause, and 
to appieal to you, and to my uncle 
Harlpwe . of whom only I have 
hdpef then will every; .ear* Be 
di)ened against me, and every tale 
encourfkged — ^ It is. theriefore, my 
humble request, tnat, added to 



the disgraceful probibjitioiis I aow 
suffer under, you wilj not,, if you 
cajQ help it, give way to my beii|g 
denied your ear. 

Your listening Ha^^h ba^ givmi 
you this intelligeniQe, as^^hedoes 
many others.' 

My tiannah, i^adain, list^iaa not 

— my Hannah — 

No more in Hannah's behatf — 
Hannah is known to makfi mis- 
chief — Hannah is known — but 
no more of that bold inteimeddler 

— 'tis true jQur father thrqatened 
to confine you to your chamber, ii 
you complied not, in order t^p 
more assuredly to deprive you of 
the opportunity of corresponding 
with those who harden your heart 
against his will. He bid me tell 
you so, when he went out, if I 
found you refractory. But I was 
loth to deliver so harsh a declara- 
tion; being still in hope thatyoa 
would come down to us inacom- 

Eliant temper. Hannah hasovert 
eard this, I suppose; and h^toli 
vou of it; as also^that be declared 
he would break vour hear(, rather 
thui you should break hif. < And 
I , now I assure you , that you will 
be confined, and prohibit<Q<^ mak- 
ing teasing appeals to,any of us^ 
and we shall see who is to submit, 
you to us, or every body to you. _ 
Again [offered to clear Hannafaf, 
and to lay the latter part of the in- 
telligence' tp my sister '8 • .epbo, 
Betty Barnes, who had bpii^tea of 
it to another servant f butl was 
agaqi^ bid ]to. be sH^t on. that 
head.' .',.]' , 

I sbould soon finid, .my motlier 
was pleased to say, that othera 
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toold be as determined as / was 
•betinate^ and, once^fbraH, weald 
addi^that since- she- saw that I bnilt 
upon her indulgence/ and was in- 
different about involving her in 
contentions with m^ father, and 
his brothers, and with her other 
chHdr^i, she- would notw assure 
me, that ebio was as much deter- 
mined agamsi Mr. XiOvelace, and 
for Mr. Sbhaea and the faihily- 
schemes, as any body; and would 
not refuse her consent to aiiy mea- 
sures that should be thought ne- 
cessary to reduce a stubborn child 
to her duty. 

I was ready to sink. She was 
so good as to lend me her ana to 
ffupportme. 

And this , said I, is all I have to 
hope for from my mamma t 

It, is. But, Clary, this one further 
opportunity I give you — go in 
a^ain to mx. Solmes, and behave 
discreetlv to him ; atid let your^ 
Ih^ ^nd you together, upon civU 
terms at least. 

Mv feet moved [of fhemseives , I 
think} Jturther from the parlour 
Fihere he was, and towards the 
irtairs^ and there I stopped and 
})aused. 

If proceeded she, you are deter- 
mined to st&nd in crefianceof usail 
-T- then indeed may you go up to 
your chamber (as yon are ready to 
do)'— and God help you ! 
: Gk>d help me indeed! for lean- 
iiot give hope of what I cannot 
faitend — , but let me have your 
Brayeri^, 'mv dear mammal -^ 
Those shall have mine ,. who have 
iKTOught me into all this distress. 

I waa moving to g6 up — 



And will you go up. Clary? 

I turned my face toiler : my offir 
cioivi tears would needs plead f^ 
me: I could not just then speak; 
and stood still. 

Good girl, distress me notrtbns! 

— Dear, good girl, do not thus 
distress me! holding out her hand; 
but standing still likewise. 

What can I do, madam? What 
can I do ? 

Go in again , my child — go in 
again, my dear child I — repeated 
she ; and let your father find you 
toother. 

What, madam, to give Aim hope? 

— To ^ve hope to Mr. Solmes? 
Obstinate, perverse, undutifnl 

rClarissa! with a rejecting hand, 
and angry aspect ; tneu take your 
own way, and go up? — Bujt stir 
not down again, i charge yoay 
without leave, or till yoar father'a 
pleasure be known concerningyou. 
. She flung from me with high in- 
dignation: and I went up with a^ 

I very heavy heart; and feetasslow 

I as my heart was heavy. 

Mv father is come home, and 

'my orother with him. Late aa 

it iSy they are all shut up together. 

Not a door opens; not a soul stirs. 

Hannah, as she moves up and 

down , is shunned as a perspn iiv 

fected. 

« « • 

The angry assembly is broken ' 
up. My two uncles and my aunt 
Hervey are sent far, it seems, to 
be here in the morning to break- 
fast I shall then, I suppose, know 
my doom. *Tis past eleven, and I 
am ordered not to go to bea. 
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manneryU firom theoocaslon; and 
ezpresseB himself with great yio« 
lenceuponit, . . 

"He Knows not, he says, what 
mj relations' indncements can be, 
to prefer such a man as Solmes to 
him. If advantageoos settlements 
be the motive; Solmes shall not 
offer what he will refuse to comply 
with. 

"As to his estate and family; 
the first cannot be excepted 
a^nst: and for the second, he 
will not disgrace himself by acorn- 

E arisen so odious. He appeals to 
lOrd M. for the regularity of his 
life and manners ever since he has 
made hi^ addresses to me, or had 
hobe of m^ faVour.* ' 

I suppose, 'he' would have His 
lordship s signing to this letter to 
be taken as a v6ucber for hicii. 

"He desires my leave (in com- 
pany with my Lord in a pacific 
manner^ to attend mv father and 
ulicles, in order to make proposals 
that must be accepted, if they will 
but see' him , ana l^ear what they 
ate: and tells me,1iiat he will siikb- 
mit to any measures that I shsLll 
pi'escribe ,^ in order to bring abo't^t 
a re^nciliation. 

He .presumes to be very earnest 

with tbe, "to give him a private 

meeting some night, in my ^- 

thclr's gaMen, attended by whom 
r please." V , ' ' • ' 

.Reaily;,'my dear, were you to see 
his letter, yoik would think I had 

__^ --.--, „-, -r— --, giv^n him great encouragement, 

saikie tbhigs; and that with- suQh'and that^I am in direct treaty with 

'piarticiilaral^girave^pns of insult-'^mi; or ^ihat he is sure that my 

tlpoi^ Mm J tfaSt he'cannet' but be TriendS'inil drive me in tb a foreign 

extremely piqued, as wdl at the protection^ for he has thp bola^ 



Twelve o^otol^. 

This moment the keys of every 
thing are taken from me^ It was 
proposed to send for me down: 
out my father said , he could not 
bear, to look upon me. -^ Strange 
alteration in a few weeks! — 
Shorey was the messenger. The 
tears stood in her eyes when she 
delivered her message. 

Yon, my dear, are nappy — may 
you always be so --^and then I can 
never be whoUjrmiverable. Adieu, 
my beloved ihendl 

Cl. Hakkowi. 



LETTSR ZXn. 
Miai CburiM* Harlowe to Mist Howe. 

SonclAy mornlnif, Mtreh 5. 

Haithah has just brought me, 
^m the private place in the gar- 
den-wall, a letter firom Mr. Love- 
lace, deposited last night, signed 
also by Lord M. 

He tells me in it, "That Mr. 
Soknes makes it his boast, that he 
is to be married in a few days to 
one of the shyest women in Eng- 
land: that m;^ brotherexpktinshis. 
meanings; this shy creature, he 
says , is ibe: and he assures every 
one, that his younger sister is very 
soon to be Mr. Soimes*s mie. He 
tells ine of the patterns beispoken 
which my motner mentiohed to 
me." ' • ' 

Not one filing escapes him that 
is dene or said in this nonse.' 

"My sfirter, he says, repprtq' the 
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nesa to offer, in my lord's nameasiyely oneaflj. I miist lay dowii 
an as^rlum to me, should I befmypen. 
tyrannically treated in Solmea^st • • « ' # 

behalf. They are all going ^to ohnrch 

. I suppose it is the way of this together.- Qrievously disordered 
sex to endeavour to entiuigle the they appear to be, asHannahteUs 
thoughtless of ours by bohl snp*|me. She believes something is re- 



posals and offers, in hopea thiU we 
shall be too complaisant or bash* 
fill to quarrel with them; and| if 
not checked , to reckon upon our 
saience, ' as assents voluntarily 

S'ven, , or conc^ssipns made : in 
eir favour. 

There are other particulars in 

this letter i|rhich I ou^ht to men- 

tion to you; but I. will take an 

opportunity to send you the letter 

. itself , (» a jcopy of it. 

For my own part I am very 
i^neasy to think how I have been 
draipn on one hand, and driven 
on the other, into a clandestine, 
in short, into a mere lover-like 
correspondence, which my heart 
Qondemns. . ' . . 

It is easy to secyil I do not break 

. it off, that Mr. Lovelace^s advan- 

wtages^ by reason of my unhappy 

situation, will every day increase,^ 

and I, shall be more and more 

entangled. Yet if I do put an end 

to it, without making i^acondition 

. of being freed, from Mr. Solmes's 

. addrjBsses -* may I, my dear, is 

it best to contihue it a little longer, 

in hopes to extricate myself out of 

the other difficulty by giving up 

all thoughts of, Mr. I^velace? — 

Whose advice can! naw ask. but 

yoi^rs? 

All mv relations are met They 
are at oreakfast together. Mr. 
Bolmes is expected. I am exces- 



s<dved opon^ 



fV 






•/'I 



What a eniel thing is 'Onspense I 
-«• I wiU adk leave to go to church 
this afternoon. I « expect to be 
dtnied: but if I do not ask, they 
may allege, that my not going is 
owmgtomyirelf. 

I desired to spe^ with Shorey. 
Shorey came. X directed her to 
earry to my mother my requestfor 
permifsion to go- to churai this 
afternoon. What think you was 
the return? Tell her, that she 
must direct herself to bee brother 
for any favour she has to> ask. — 
So, my dear, I am tabe d^vered 
up to my brother t < r 

I was resolved^ however, to ask 
of him this favour. .-Aeeerdingly, 
when they sent me up jny solitary 
dinner, I gave the messenger a 
billet, in which 1 1 made it my 
humble request through him to 
my father, to be perimtted to go 
to church this aflernooii. - 

ThiB. was the contemptiiens an- 
swer : ^' Tell be^ that her request 
will be taken into consideration 
tff-morrow.^^ — >My request to go 
to church io-day to be taken into 
consideration to*morrawl 

Patience willbethefittestratam 
I can make to such an insult. But 
this method will not do with me; 
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indeed it will not: and yet it is seTerities which seem to be de- 
but the beginning, IflHi^oae, of signed for 
what I am to expect from my, Yonrtmhappy sistei*) 

brother, new I am aelivered tip to | Clakissa Hablowe. 

him. 1 • 

. ^. ^ m I TO inSS CLAaiSSii, HARUDWS* - 

On recoUeedon, I thonght it best , Fob a girl to lay so moch stMss 
te renew my request. I md. The upon goinff to ehnieb, ahd yet re- 
foUowingkaeopyofwhatlwrot^y solve to aeiy'her'par6ntv, in an 
sod- what follows that , of the ail- , Aitide of the greatest consequence 
iwersentme. ' » Itothenl, and to the whole family, 

u an absurdity <-You are re- 
en, - commended, miss^ totbe ^Nfaotice 

I Bjrow not what to make of the of your private devious. May 
answer brought to my request of they be effictai^ooB v^p&h the mind 
being permitted to go toohnreh of one of the knost 'pervi^adoUs 
thisalbemoon,. If you designed to yonnff creatures that ever 'was 
shew your pleasantly by it;I hope | heara of I The inienium iir, I tell 
that will Qontinne: and then my i you plainly,. tomortifH^ieiatiito'a 
reqnest.wilL be granted. ' • sense of your duly. The neigb- 

lOuluiowttmtlneyerabsented'boAiayon are lio soltdtone to ap- 
mvself , when well , and at home, ' pear well witii, already know that 
till the two last Sundays; when 1, you defylhau »o,niiss, if youhate 
was advi^ not to'go. My {Hresent . a real value for yOnr reputation, 
sitoation m such, that I never more ahew it as you ought It is yet hi 
wanted the bensfit of the public^your own power to eetabllidi or 
prayers. - (impair it 

I will solemnly engage only to Ja. HAiLowk 

'go thithdrtAndbaok again, | - ' 

I hope it cannot bethoughttJiat Thus, my dear Miss Howis; has 
I would do otherwise. - my biotheii got me into his snares ; 

My dejection of js^rits will give and I j like a poor silly bird , iSle 
a too just ezeuse on the score of more I struggle, am the -more 
indisposition for avoiding visits, entangled. 
Nor wUlI,bat by distant civiUties, I ' • . 

retutfn the compliments of any of I ' letyeIi xxjit " 

not to be proclainaed to the whole .• . . Monday nontagf, itereh t* * 

world. laaktfaisfavonr.therefore, Tnrara resolved to break'my 
for my reputation's sue, that 1: heart. My poor Hannah is dis- 
may be we to hold up my head charged . • '>-^ disipraceftdly - * > dia- 
m the neighbourhood , if I live to duurffcd ! — Thus it was. ^ 
•ee an end of ih» unmerited' Within half an hour .^fterl had 
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ness to offer, in my lord*8 nameasively nneaflj. I most lay down 
as^rlom to me, should I befmypeik ' 

» ■" ♦ '' # 
They are aU going ^to i^mrch 

together. Qrievouslv disordered 

they appear to be, aaHammh tells 

me. Soe believes something is re- 

s^Yed upon. 



tyrannically treated in Solmea^s 
behalf. 

I suppose it is the way of this 
sex to endeavour to entiinffie the 
thpuehtless of ours by bohi sap* 
posals and offers, in hopea thiit we 
shall be too complaisant or bash* 
fed to quarrel with them; and| if 
not checked , to reckon upon our 
saience, ' as assents voluntarily 

S'ven,,or concessipna made in 
eir favour. 

There are other particulars in 
this letter ^hich I oug[ht to men- 
tion to you: but I r will take an 
.opportunity to send you the letter 
itself, orajcopy.ofit. . ... 

For my own part I am very 
i^neasy to think how I have been 
drawn on one hand, and driven 



' I • (• It. 
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on the other, into a clandestine, the return? Tell her, that she 

in short, into a mere lover-like must direct herself to hevlwother 

. correspondence, which my heart for any favour she has to* a^ — 

QQndemns. So, my dear, I am tabe d^vered 

It is easy to see,if I do not break up to my^brother t . . < 

. it off, that Mr. Lovelace^s advan- I was resolved^ however, to ask 

^.tages^ by reason of my unhappy of him this favour. .-AoceatHiigly, 

situation, will every day increase, when they sent me up jny solitary 

and It shall be more and more dinner, I gave the messenger a 

entangjled. Yetif I do. put an end billet, in which I -made it my 

to it,without making it acondition humble request through him to 

; of being freed, from Mr. Solmes's my father, to be permitted to go 

. addrjBsses — ^ may I , my dear, i&jto church this aflmmon* • 

it best to continue It a little longer, '1'his was the contemptiieas an- 

in hopes to extrical^ myself out of 'swer : ^' Tell \^ that her request 

the other difficulty by giving up '" ^' ' * * " -^ .. 



What a eniel thing is<flii0pense I 
-«• I will adk leave to go to church 
this afternoon. I expect to be 
dsnied: but if I do not ask, tiuigr 
may allege, that my not going is 
owmgtomyirelf. 

I desired to «pe|Uf; .with Shorey. 
Shorey came, i directed her to 
earry to my mother my requestfor 
permission to goto churai this 
afternoon. What think you : was 



all thoughts of, Mr. I^velacer — 
Whose advice can I new ask but 
yours? 

All my relations are met. They 
are at oreakfast together. Bir. 
Sohnes is expected. I 



will be taken into eohsideration 
tfj^mqrrow" — .My request to go 
to church to-day to be taken into 
eonsideration to«>morroio/ 

Patience willbethefittestretam 
I can make to such an insult. But 
this method will not do with ma; 
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indeed it will not: and jet it is severities which seem to be de- 
but the beginning , Ifliip|)08e, of sigpnedfor ' ' 
what I am to expect from my] Yonrtnihappy sister, 
brother, new I am delivered tip to | * Clarissa Hablowe. 
him. » . . 

, ^. ^ I TO inSS CLAaiSSA HABIiQWS. 

On lecolleetion, I thonsht it best , Fob a girl to lay so much stMss 
te renew my xeqndsl I md. The upan goiw to ehnieh, abd yet re- 
following k a oopy of what I wrot^, solve to aeiy'her'p<ur6ntv, in an 
and' what foUows that , of th^ an- , Aiiicle of the greatest consequence 
ewer sent me.- > |tothenl, and to the whole family, 

iis an absarditvi -You are re- 
•n, -commended, mus;to'tfarejwaotice 

Iksow not what io make of the of your private devious. May 
answer brought to my request of they beeffioacioaa vpfsih the mind 
being permitted to go toohuzeh of one of the Inost pervi^adodB 
thisalbemoon,. If you designed to [vonnff creatures that ever 'was 
shew your pleasantly by it; I hopo j neiftra oft The inientttm ^y I tell 
that will Qontinue: and then my i you plainly,. tomortif^nMntiitda 
request. will b€ granted. * > sense of your daty« The neigh- 

Toaluiow,tmtIneverabsented'boAi»yon are lio solteitone to ap- 
myself , when well , and at home, ' pear well with, already know that 
till Uie two last Sundays; when 1 , you defythau So,mi8s, if youhave 
was advivd mot to>go. My {Hresent ! a real value for y^mr reputationi 
situation is such, that I never more ahew it as you ought It is vet hi 
wanted the benefit of the pubtie^your own power to etitMut or 
prayera. jimpairit 

I will solemiily engage only to Ja. HaiLowa. 

go thhheir, and.baok again, \ 

I hope it cannot bet£oughttJiat | Thus, my doMr Miss How^, has 

I would do otherwise. • my brotheif got me into his snare* ; 

My dejection of sj^rits will give imd I j like a poor silly bird , the 
a too jdat excuse on the score of intore I struggle, am the -more 
indisposition for avoiding visits. 'entangled. 
NorwilllfbatbydistantoivilitiesJ ' . 

retail the compliments of any of I • 'LEt<!rEB xziit ' 

II they are to nave an Cnd, needj ' 

not to be proclaimed to the whole ! . Monday nonfaof, latath t* > 

world. I«Akthisfavour,therefore,l Tnsrare resolved to break'my 
for my leputation's sake, that 1. heart My poor Hannah la die- 
may be we to hold up my head ehajrged u* disfpracefoUy'-dis- 
in the neighbourhood, iflliveto chu^edl — Thusitwas. 
see in end of ih» nnmeritedi ^thinhalfanhoivriifterlhad 
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nOBs to offer, in my lord^s nameasiTely oneaflj. I most lay down 
an asjrlum to me, sboold I be {my pen. - ' > • 
l^annically treated in Solmea^sj • ' « ' # 

biehalf. They are aH going ^to ohnrch 

I suppose it is the way ofthb together. Qrievoaalr disordered 
sex to endeavour to entangle the they appear to be,asHanpah tells 
thoughtless of ours by bofil sup- me. Sne believes something is re- 



posals and offers, in hopea that we 
shall be too complaisant or bash 
ful to quarrel with them; and^ if 
not checked, to reckon upon our 
silence, ' as assents voluntarily 

S'ven, , or concessipna made ' in 
eir favour. 

There are other particulars in 
this letter if hich I ou^ht to men- 
tion to you: but I will take an 
.opportunity to send you the letter 
itself, or a copy of it. 

For my own part I am very 
mieasy to think how I have been 
drawn on one hand, and driven 
on the other, into a clandestine, 

. in short, into a mere lover-like 
.correspondence, which my heart 
c^demns. . ' . . 

It is easy to see,il 1 do not break 
it off, that.Mr. Lovelace's advan- 

'.tages^ by reason of my unhappy 
situation, will every day increase^ 
and 1 1 shall be more and more 
entangjled. <Yet if I do put an end 
to it, without making itacondition 

. of being freed, from Mr. Solmes*s 

. adxlriesses— may I, my dear, i& 
it best to continue It a little longer, 
in hopes to extrical^ myself out of 
the other difficulty by giving up 
all thoughts of. Mr. I^velace? — 
Whose advice can I now ask. but 
yo^rs? 

All my relations are met They 
are at oreakfast together. Mr. 
Sottnes is expected. I am exces- 



s<dved opon^ 



' t • <• n . 



»/ V 



What a eniel thing is^suBpense I 
-«• I will adk leave to goto church 
this afternoon.- Ii expect to be 
diMiied: but if I do not ask, they 
may allege , that my not going is 
owmgtomyirelf. 

I desired to «peak with Shorey. 
Shorey came. I directed her to 
earry to my mother my request for 
permifsion to go- to churai this 
afternoon. What think you was 
the return? Tell ber, that she 
must direct herself to hee l»other 
for any favour she bas to* ask. — 
So, my dear, I am tabe d^vered 
up to my'brother ! < . 

I was resolved j however, to ask 
of him this flavour. .-Aeeeraiiigly, 
when they sent me up my solitary 
dinner, I gave the messenger a 
billet, in which I -made it my 
humble request through him to 
my father, to be permitted to go 
to church this afternoon^ • 
. 'This was the contemptuens an- 
swer: ^< Tell be^ that her request 
will be taken into eonsideraticm 
tff^tnqrrow.** -^My request to go 
to church to-day to be taken into 
eonsideration to-morroto/ 

Patience will be the fittest refenm 
I can make to such an insult. But 
this method will not do with me; 



• -» 
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mdeed it will not: and yet it is seTerities which seem to be de- 
but the beginning i I suppose, of sigpnedibr 
what I am to expect from my, Yonrimhappy sistei*, 

brother, now I am delivered tip to * Clarissa Hablowe. 

him. i . . 

. .. ^ I TOinSS.CLAaiSSAHARUDWS. 

On recolieetion, I thought it best , Fob a girl to lay so moch stMss 
to renew my request I md. The vpon goipg to ehureb, ahd yet re- 
following k a copy of what I wrote, solve to aeQr'her pmntv, in an 
asd' what follows that , of th^ aii- , Article of the greatest eonseqnence 
swersentme.' » |to1lienl, and to the whole family, 

iu an absardit^ <-You are re- 
«n, - commendied, miss;- totbe ^Nfaotice 

Iksow not what io make of the of your private dev^ons. May 
answer brought to my request of they be efficiainoiiB xqp&h the mind 
being permitted to go toohureh of one of the Inost •pervi^adodB 
this altemoon,..If you designed to yonnff creatures that ever 'was 
shew your pleasantly by it; I hope | neara oft Tbe imienium iir j I tell 
that will eontinne: and then my i you plainly,. tomortifH^ieiaiiitda 
request. wilL be granted. ' > sense of your doty. The neigfa- 

xoaluiow,tmtIne7erabBented'boAi»yon are lio soliettooe to ap- 
myself , when well , and at home, ' pear well witii, already know that 
till the two last Sundays; when 1 , yon defylhau So, miss, if yon have 
W8sadm9«dnoiftto*go* My present 'a real value for yOnr repntationy 
situation is such, thatlnever more shew it as you ought It is vet hi 
wanted the bensfit of the pubtie^yonr own power to etitMut or 
prayers. (impairit 

I will solenuily engage only to Ja. HAiLowa. 

go thUher, and.baok again, ' . ' ^ : 

I hope it cannot bethoughtthat Thus, my dear Miss Howe^ has 
I would do oUierwise. my brotheif got me into his snares ; 

My deje<etion of aj^ritsiwill give and I j like a poor silly bird , the 
a too just exense on the score of jmore I struggle, am the more 
indisposition for avoiding' visits, entangled. 
Nor will I,batl^ distant divilities,j • . 

retute the compliments of any of I • tE^'irElt xxiri * 



not to be proclainsed to the whole 



, Monday nonrtagf, itereli t*- 



world. I aak thisfavour, therefore, Tnsr ara resolved to break' my 
for UMF reputatk«*s sue, that 1. heart My poor Hannah k w- 
may be iJue to hold up n^ head ehajrged >*-^ di^^praceftdly 'dis- 
in the neighbourhood , if I live to ckursed ! — Thus it was. * • 
see an end of ^ unmerited' within half an hoqjriifter I had 
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I 

neBs to offisr, in my lord's nameasiTely nnea^. I miut lay down 
an as^rlom to me, should I befmypen. : 
tynumically treated in Solmea^s 
behalf. 



I suppose it is the way of thu 
sex to endeavour to entangle the 



They are all going ^to chureh 
together. Qrievously disordered 
they appear to be, as Hannah trils 



thoughtless of ours, by bold sup- me. She believes something b re- 



posals and offers, in hopee thatwe 
shall be too complaisant or bash* 
fill to quarrel with them; and, if 
not checked , to reckon upon our 
silence, ' as assents voluntarily 

S'ven, . or concessions made in 
eir uivour. 

There are other partieuliMrs in 
this letter which I ou^ht to men- 
tion to you: but I. will take an 
.opportunity to send you the letter 
itself, (»raeopyofit. . . .• 

For my own part I am very 
i^neasy to think how I have been 
draum on one hand, and driven 
on the other, into a clandestine, 
in short, into a mere lover-like 
correspondence, which my heart 
CQndemns. 

It is easy to see, if I do not break 
it off, that Mr. Lovelace's advan- 
.tages^ by reason of my unhappy 
situation, will every day increase, 
.and If shall be more and more, 
entang^led. Yet if I do. put an end 
to it, without making itacondition 
of being freed from Mr. Solmes's 
. addriesses--* may I, my dear, is 



s<dved opon^ 



Mt 



('I*. 



What a eniel thing is«iiBpense I 
•^I wiU adk leave to go to church 
this afternoon. I. aspect to be 
dtnied; but if I do not ask, they^ 
may allege, that my not going u 
owing to myself. 

I desired to spei^k with Shorey. 
Shorey came. I directed her to 
earry to my mother my request for 
permission to go to churai this 
afternoon. What think you was 
the return? Tell her, that she 
must direct herself to hee brother 
for any favour she has to> ask. — 
So, my dear, I am tabe d^vered 
uptoit^^brc^ther!. , . . 

I was resolved.! however, to ask 
of him this favour. .-Aecerdingly, 
when they sent me up .my solitary 
dinner, I gave the messenger a 
billet, in which I: -made it my 
humble request throii^h him to 
my father, to be permitted to go 
to church this afternoon. 



it be&t to continue it a nttle longer, I . '1'his was the contemptuous an- 
in hopes to extricate myself out of 'swer : ^* Tell V^ that her xeqimt 



the other difficulty by giving up 
all thpnghts of, Mr. (lOvelacer — 
Whose advice can I naw ask but 
yoi^rs? 

All my relations are met They 
are at oreakfSast together. Bir. 
Sohnes is expected. I am exces- 



will be taken into considerati<m 
to<-mprjroto." •'-.My request to go 
to church to-day to be taken into 
eonsideration to-morrots/ 

Patience will be the fittestretam 
I can make to such an insult. But 
this method will not do 
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indeed it will not: and yet it is seTerities which seem to be de- 
but tiiie beginnings Isapjpofle, of sigpnedfbr 
what I am to expect from my, Yonrimhappy sister, 

brother, now I am delirered tip to | - Clarissa Uablowe. 

him. ' i • • 

. ^., ^ I to inSS CLARISflii, HABIiQWS* 

On recolleetion, I thought it best , Fob a girl to lay so mooh stMss 
to renew my request. I md. The upon goiw to ehnieb, ahd yet re- 
following kaeopy of whatlwrot^, solve to defy 'her par6ntv, in an 
sod' what foUows that, of the ail- , Article of the gireatesteonsequence 
swersentme. - > Itothenl, and to the whole family, 

• u an absurdity <-You are re- 
«n, • -commendied, miss^ totbejwaotice 

ItHow not what io make of the of your private dev^ons. May 
answer brought to my request of they be efficiacio«» npeiii the mind 
being permitted to go to ohuzeh of one of the knoet pervi^adodB 
thisammoon* If you designed to Tounff creatures that ever 'was 
shew your pleasantly by it; I hope | heara of! The mienium Iby I tell 
that will Qontinne: and then my i yon plainly,. tomortifH^ieiaiiiU^a 
reqnest.wilLbe^ granted. < sense of your doty. The neigh- 

Xouknow,mitIne7er:abBented'l)oAi»yon are lio solicttoae to ap- 
mvself , when well , and at home, ' pear well witii, already know that 
till the two last Sundays; when lyoQ defy (Aa<, So, miss, if yon have 
was advi^ nei to'go. My {wesent ! a real value for your reputation^ 
situation is such, that I never more shew it as you ought It is vet hi 
wanted the benefit of the pubMc^yonr own power to eetablldk or 
prayers. |impairit 

I will solemiily engage only to Ja. HanLowa, 

go thither^ andbaok again, 

I hope it cannot bet£oughtthat 
I would do otherwise. 



Thus, my dear Miss Howe, has 
my brother got mo into his snares ; 



My dcrjeotion of jq^kks will give and I , like a poor silly bird , the 
a too jiist exense on the score of jmore I struggle, am the more 
indisposition for avoiding visits.' d^anglod. 
Nor will I, but by distant oiviUties, I 
retntfn the oomplimetits of any of 1 - LET'irEB xxnt. 



i?^K?''*f J^v- !*/:S^!Pt2S ■ Mi" CUri«. H«Iow. to MJM How. 

11 they are to have an end, need ' 



not to be proclaimed to the whole 
world. I aak this favour, therefore 



Monday monttaif, iitath t* 

Tnsr are resolved to break'my 



for D^ reputatiott*s sake, that i: heart. My poor Hannah is (ya- 
may be aJue to hold up n^ head charged u* disipracefoUy 'dis- 
in the neighbourhood, if Ilive to charged ! -- Thus it was. 
lee an end of the unmerited' ^thinhalfanhoivriifterlhad 
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nesa to offer, in my lord's nameasively nneaflj. I most lay down 
an as^rlum to mo, should I be{mypen» ; 
tyrannically treated in Solmofl^s| 
TOhalf. 



I suppose it is the way of this 
sex to endeavour to entansle the 



thoughtless of ours, by bold sup- me. Soe believes something is re- 



posals and offers, in hopea ih$t we 
shall be too complaisant or bash* 
fed to quarrel with them; and| if 
not checked , to reckon upon our 
saience, ' as assents voluntarily 

S'ven, , or concessions made in 
eir favour. 

There are other particnliMrs in 
this letter which I ou^ht to men- 
tion to you: but I will take an 
.opportunity to send you the letter 
itself, or a x^py of it. 

For my own part I am very 
iineasy to think how I have been 
drawn on one hand, and driven 
on the other, into a clandestine, 
in short, into a mere lover^like 
cor^respondence^ which my heart 
QQudemns. 

It is easy to see,if 1 donot break 

, it off , that Mr. Lovelace's advan- 

.tages^ by reason of my unhappy 

situation, will every day increase^ 

and I ^ shall be more and more, 

entang^led. Yet if I do put an end 

to it, without making itacondition 

. of being freed from Mr. SoImes*s 

. addrjBsses — * may I, my dear, is 

it best to continue it a little longer, 

in hopes to extricate myself out of 

the other difficulty by giving up 

all th^Qghts of, Mr. I^velace? — 

Whose advice can I now ask but 

yoHrs? 

All mv relations are met They 
are at nreakfiEMt together. Mi. 
Bolmes is expected. I am exces- 



solvedupon^ 



Th^ are all going ^to church 
together. - Orievously disordered 
they appear to be, asHannah tells 



' 1 • <• M 



•;• •< 



What a eniel thing is'soepense I 
-«• I will adk leave to go to church 
this afternoon. I < expect to be 
denied: butifldo not ask, tkej 
may allege , that my not going is 
owmgtomyirelf. 

I desired to «pe^ with Shorey. 
Shorey came. X dire6tcd her to 
earry to my mother my requestfor 
permifsion to go- to 42hurch this 
afternoon. What think you was 
the return? Tell her, that she 
must direct bowelf to her brother 
for any favour she has to ask. — 
So, my dear, I am tabe ddivered 
up to my brother !<. . > 

I was resolvedi however, to aak 
of him this favour. .AocerdiiQ^ly, 
when they sent me up my solita^ 
dinner, I gave the messenger a 
billet, in which I .made it n^ 
humble request throiigh him to 
my father, to be permitted to go 
to church this aftemaon* 

'1!his .was the cont^mptueus an- 
swer : ^' ;rell i|er that her request 
will be taken into eonsideration 
tff-tnqrrowJ* — .My request to go 
to church to-day to be taken into 
eonsideration to-morrots/ 

Patience willbethefittestretnm 
I can make to such an insult. But 
this method will not do with me; 
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indeed it will not: and jet it is severities which seem to be de- 
but the beginnings Iflnppose, of signed fov 
what I am to expect from my, Yonrtnihappy siHer, 

brother, now I am delivered tip to ) ' Clabissa Hablowe. 

him.- I ■ ■ i . • 

. . ^, ^ . I T0]nSS.GLAai86ii,HAB]:iaWS* 

On reeollection, I thought it best , Fob a girl to lay so much stvess 
' to renow mj reqn^t. I md. The upon gouiff to draieb, ahd yet re- 
following is'aoopy of what I wrot^, solve to aeQr'her'par6ntv,- in an 
and' what foilowa that , of th6 ail- , Aiticle of tiie greatest consequence 
sWersentme** t |tothenl, and to the whole family, 

' ' <is an absarditvt <-You are re- 

«iK, - -commendiBd, mMs;>to'tbe))f8otice 

IxKow not what io make of tl^ of your private demotions. • May 

answer brought to my request of they ba effidadoua ny&k the mind 

being permitted to go todraxch of one of the itnosfr ^perviiMidotis 

• this' altemoOD,.: If you designed to I vonuff creatures that ever 'was 

shew your pleasantly by it; I hopO j heara- of I The Mefdionlhy ^1 tell 

that will Qontinue: and- then my i you plainly,. tomortifHnoaiiitQ^a 

request.wilLb^ granted. ' ; sense of your duly. The noigh- 

^ X0U juiow,mitlneverabsented'bo^uscyon are ito solicttooa to ap- 

myself , when well , and at home, ' pear well witii, already know that 

tiu the two last Snndavs; when lyoQ defy(Aa<. So,mi8s, if youhave 

was advind noi to'go. afy present , a real value for yOnr repntetiott, 

8itaatlonl8sttoh,thatInever more 'shew it as youought It is vet in 

wanted the benefit of the pubHe^ your own power to estdl»llni or 

.prayers* jimpairit , 

I will solemqly engage only to Ja; HAiLowa. 

.rgo thither, and.baok aeain, | - ' . : . ^ .< . 

' I hope it cannot be thoughtthat Thus, my dear Miss How^; has 
I woald do otherwise. my buolheif got nke into his snareft ; 

My d€Je$tioa of sj^rits.will give and I j lihe a poor silly bird , Ute 
a too jiist exsuse on the score of: more I struggle, am the more 
indisposition for avoiding' visits, entangled. 
Nor will I,but by distant ciiviUties, < :■•<.<<, 

retniin the compliments of any of 'L£t1*EB xxiit ' ■ 

not ta be proclaimed to the wbolCj .MoncUiy nomteiBf, itereh f*' 

world. I aak this favour, therefore, Tmrara resolved to break'my 
foir - ra^ reputation's sue , that I : heart. My poor Hannah is Qm- 
' may be we to hold up my head charged > ^-« di^^praceftdly ' > dis- 
in tho neighbourhood , if I live to chained ! — Thus it was. : ^ 
see an end of tiie nnmerited' within half an hour iifter I had 
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aent the poor girl down for niy 
Vreakfftst, that boldcreature Betty 
Barnes , my sister's confidant and 
servant (if a favonrite maid and 
confidant can be deemed a servant) 
came up. 

Whatf miss, willyoa please to 
'hare for breakfast? ' 

I was sniprised. What will. I 
have for breakfast, Betty ! — How I 
— What I — How comes it! — 
Then I named Hannah. I could 
BOt tell what to say. 

Don't be surprised, miss: — but 
fTonll see Hannah bo more in this 
lieuse. 

Godforbid I — Is any harm come 
to Hannah? -^ What] what is the 
matter with Hannah? 

Why, miss, the short and tiie 
long^this: yonrpapaand mamma 
think Hannah iias staid loae 
enough in thehonse to do mischief; 
.and so she is ordered to Iroo/i [that 
• waathecenfidentcreatnre'swofd]; 
and I am directed to wait uponyou 
in her stead. 

I burst into tears. I have noser- 
vice for yto, Betty Barnes; none 
at all. But whera is Hannah? 
Cannot I speak with the poor tairl? 
I pwe her half a year's wages. May 
I not see the honest creature, and 
pay her her wages? I may never 
see her again perhaps: for they 
are resolved to break my heart. 

And they think you are resolved 
to break theirs: so tit for tat, miss. 

impertinent I called- her ; and 
aakea her, if it wcpre l^on snCKh 
confident terms that her service 
was tQ begin. 

I Mras BO very eamesl'to seo the 



she said) she went down wit^ my 
reouest. . 

The worthy creature was as 
earnest to see me; and the favour 
was granted inpresence of Shorey 
andfietir* 

I thanked her when she came 
up, for her past service to me. 

Her heart was ready to b^[eak« 
And she beean to vindicate b« 
fidelity and love; and disclaimed 
any mischief she had ever made. 

I told her, that those who oc- 
casioned her being turned out of 
my aervice , made no question of 
her integrity ; that her dismission 
waiB; intended for an indignity to 
me. That I was very sorry to be 
obliged to pari with her, and hoped 
she would meet with as good a ser- 
vice. 

Never, never, wringing ber 
hands, should she meet with a 
mistress she loved so well. And 
the poor creature ran on in my 
praises, and in professions of love 
to roe. 

We are all^apt, you know, my 
dear, to praise our benefactors, 
because they are our benefactors ; 
as if every liody didri^htor wrong, 
as th^ obliaed'or disobliged t». 
But this gooa creature deserves to 
be kindljr treated ; so I coidd iiave 
no merit in favouring one whom it 
would have been ungrateful not to 
distinguish. 

I gave her a little linen, some 
laces, and other odd thini^; and 
instead olFfour pounds which wete 
due tohi^f ten guineas: and said 
if ever I were again allowed to be 
my- ow« mistress, I would think of 



poor mud, that (to oblige me, as her in the first place. 
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Betty* envlojQBld^ whispert^ Siho- 

reyupoivit^ 

Hiii&nah told me before - tib^eir 
{aces,liaviiur no other opportimit7> 
that she had been examined about 
letters to me, and from me; And 
that she had given ner pockets to 
Miss Harlowe, who looked into 
ihem, and pat her finscrs in her 
stays, to satisfy herself that she 
had not any. 

She gave me an account of the 
number o€ my pheasants and 
Ibantams; audi aajd they should 
be my own case ti^ice or thrice a 

We wept over each other at 
parting. The girl prayedribr all 
the family. 

To have so |^ood a servant so 
disgracefully dismbsed, is very 
<^el : and I could not help Bsying 
that these methods mig^t break 
iny heart . but not any other way 
answer tne end of liie 'authors of 
my disgraces. 

Betty, with a very saucy fleer, 
said to Shorey, there would be a 
trial of skill about that, she fan*- 
cied. But I took no notice of it 
If this wench thinks that I hay^ 
rolilt>ed her young mistress of a 
lover, as you say she has. given 
Out, q^^may believe that it is some 
degree qf merit in herself to be 
impertinent to me. . ■ 

Thus have I been forced toj^rt 
wito my faithful HaniuJii. ' Ifyou 
can commend the good, creature 
to aplace wor^y of her, pfay 4o 
formysak^. . ., . 



( 1 
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LfilTTBR ZZIV. 
BCIm ClaHsB* Harlowe to MUs Hqife. 

Monday^ neat 12 o'clooK. 

Thb enclosed letter was | just 
now delivered to me. My brother 
has carried all his points. 

I send you also the cop^ of Txxy 
answer. No more at this time can 
I write I — 

Monday, Maf. 6. 

Bt command of your father and 
mother I write expressly to forbid 
you to come into their presence* 
or into the garden when ihey ta^ 
there : nor when they are not ttore, 
but with Betty Barnes to attend 
you; except by particular licence 
or command. 

On their blessings you are for- 
bidden likewise to oorr^pond with 
the vile Lovelace; as it is well 
known yoa did by means of your 
sly HannalL. Whence her suaden 
discharge. As was fit. 

Neither are you to. carre8ix>nd 
with Miss Howe: who has given 
herself h^h airs of late ; and might 
possibly help on your correspond* 
ence with that detested libaiinet 
Nor., in short, with «ny body 
witQQut leave. 

You are not to enter into the 
presence of eithw of your updes, 
without their leave first obtained 
Itislnmarcj^ to you , after such a 
behaviour to your mother^ that 
your father refuses to see you, 
. Yotu aarenot to be seen in smy 
apfurtment of the house Vou so 
lately governed as. you pLpased^ 
^lessyouatre commanded dowiii 

In short, yott.afre4itrictly to eon? 
^e yourself to your chamber,, ex- 
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eept BOW and then, in Betty Bar- 
nes's 8i^ht(a9^afore«aid) yon take 
a morning or evening turn in tiie 
earden: and then you are to go 
directly^ amd mthout stopping at 
any apartment in the way, np and 
down th^ back staird, that the 
sight of so perverse a vonn^ crea* , 

tlire may not add to the pain you[ I wili. only* say, that jda may 



Betty Barnes has orders to obey 
von in all points consistent with 
her duty to those to whom you 
owe it as well as she. 

Ja.Hiblowe. 

vo JiifssiLinTJdwc, jtmtOB, bsq. 

SIB, 



have given erery body. 

The hourly threatenings of your 
fine fellow, as well as prour own 
unheard^or obstinacy, will account 
to you for ail this: What "a hand 
has the best atid miostlndul^nt 
of mothers falid wfth you, who so 
lon^ pleaded for ybU", and under- 
took for yoU; even when others, 
from the n|anii<Bc of yodr setting 
out, despaired of moving j^on!-^ 
What mnst^^ur perversen^s have 
been; that Much a mother can give 
you up! She thinks it right so to 
dd: Dior will take yon to favour, 
ttnlessyou make the fi^st st^s, by 
a compliance with your datjr. 
< As fov myself ,. whom perhaps 
you think hardly Of [in very good 
company if you ^o. tiiat is my con- 
•olationj; I nave advised, that you 

maybe permitted to pursue your! prisoner I am. — No regard^had 
owninclniation$(8o'ihepeopleneed|to tny reputation. The whole 
no greater punishment than such j matter is now before you. Can 
a permission), aiid not to have the\8uch measures be supposed , to 



bOn^attdate yoiirself on having 
so far succeieded in all your views, 
that you may report what you 
pleasie of me; and I can no more 
defend myself, than if I were deftd. 
Yet one favour, -nevertheless, I 
wiH hee of you. It is this — that 
you win not occasion more severi- 
ties, more disgraces, than are ne- 
eessuy forcarryinj^ into execution 
your further designs,' whatever 
tiiey be, against 

' ' Your unhappy sister, 

Clabibsa Hablowx. 



LBTTEB XZy. 
MUs OlarlsM Harlowe to Kifc H«w». 

i . 

Tnesday, March 7. 

Br my last deposit, you will see 
how I am driven and what It poor 



bottse-'eAeumbered b^ one why> 
must give them the liiore pain for 
the necessity she< ha^ Imtt them 
under of aveiditig the sight of h^. 
although in' it. • I 

If any- thlngl have'wiftten tip- 
p«av sev^e or hiursb^, it lis still in 



soften?— But surely they can 
only mean to try to nriehten me 
into my brother's vi^ws! — All my 
hope is . to be able fo wekther this 
point till my cousin Mordeil comes 
irom Florence; and he is sofon ex- 
pectediyet if they itre determined 



yourpowei' (bcft |yerhltps will not, upon a short day I doubt he will 
always be so) to remedy it^ 'and pot be here time enough to save 
that by a single word. I ic6e. 
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It-is plain by n^y brother's letter, ; $d this part of my restraint was 

doubtless a stretch of the authority 
given him.. The enforcing vof 



that my mother has not spared 
me I in the.report she made of the 
conference between herself and 
me : yet' she was pleased to hint to 
me, that my brother had views 
which she would have. had me tiy 
to disappoint. But iddee,d she had 
engaged to give a fcaihful account 
of what was to pass between her- 
self and me : and'it was, doubtless, 
much more ell gible to ^ive up. a 
dauffhter, than to disoblige a hus-. 
band, and every other person of 
the family. ' . 

They thitik ihej bave done 
every thing by taming away my 
poor Hannah; but as long as the 
liberty of the garden, and niy 
poultiy visits, are allowed me, 
they will be mistaken. 

1 asked Mrs. Betty, if she had 
any orders to watch or attend me; 
or whetber I was to ask her leave 
whenever I should be disposed to 
walk iki'the garden, or to go to 
feed my bantams? — Lord bless 
her! what could I mean by such a 

gnestioni Yet she owned that she 
ad heard , that I was not to go 
into the garden , when my father, 
mother, or uncles were. there.. 

However^ as it behoved me to 
be assured on this he^d, I went 



that, may perhaps come next But 
I hope not. . , , .. . 

Tnesdftj aiglit. 

Since I wrote the above, I ven- 
tured to send a lettier by SUiW^ey ta 
my mothier* I desired her to give 
it into her own hand, when nobody 
wftsbv* . 

I snail enclose the. copy pf it« 
You will see that I would have it 
thought, that no wjlannah is gone, 
1 have no way to correspond out 
of the house. I am fyj^ftjom think- 
ing all I do aright. I am afraid, 
this is a little pieice of arl i that i» 
Wit 80, But this i^^aoAfter-.thought 
— the letter went first.. . , 

HONOURBO HADAX., , . 

Having ad^nowledsed to you, 
that I had received letters from. 
Mr. Lovelace full of resentment, 
and that 1 answered them purely 
to prevent further mischief; and 
having shewn .you copies of my 
answers which you did. j;i.ot dis- 
approve of, althotj^h you thought 
fit, after you had read th^m, to 
forbid me any further correspopd-^ 
e.nce with him; I think .. itpiy duty 
to acQuaint yoU| that: another 



down directly, and staid an hour, letter m>m him haa aince eoi9d to 
without question or impedimentj jftj hand, in which he is very 



and yet k good part of the time , I 
walked under and in si^ht ^ as I 
may say, of my brother's study- 
window, where both he and my 
sister happened to be. And I. am 
sore they saw me, by the loud 
mirth they affected, by way of in- 
salt as I suppose* 



earnest with me to permit him to 
wait on my pap^i, .or vou, oripy 
two uncles, in a pminc way, aor 
companied by Lord M«.on which I 
be^ your commands. 

Town to you, ipadam^: thathiM? 
not the Drohibition beeii .renewed' 
f and had not Hannah been so su 
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son of speeches tlirawn' oat by 
some of my relations, equally vehe- 
ment* * 

If I do not answer him | he will 
be made desperate, and think him- 
self Jastified rthoogh I shall not 
think him so) in resenting the 
treatment he complains of; if I 
dr), and if, in complunent to me, he 
forbears to resent what he thinks 
himself entitled to resent; be 
pleased, madam, to consider the 
obligation he will suppose he lays 
me under. 

If I were as strongly prepossess* 
ed in his favour as is supposed^ 1 
should not have wished this to be 
considered by you. And permit 
me, as a still further proof that I 
am not prepossessed, to beg of you 
to consider, whether, upon the 
whole, the proposal I made, of de* 
daring for the single life (which I 
will religiously aanere to J is not; 
the best wa^ to get rid of his pie- 
tensions with honour. ' To Re- 
nounce him, and ^ot be allowed'to^ 

^ aver, that' I will never be tjj o£her 

his resentment and ambition. May j man s , will make %iip 'conclude 
not, however, so deep a sufferer (driven as I am driven)'thatr am ' 
be permitted to speak out? {determined in that other maji's 

This communication bdng as favour, 
voluntarily made, as dutifully i|i- If this has not its due weight, 
tended; t humbly presunie to my brother's stranee schemes 
hope, that I shall not be required must be tried, and Iwillresien. 
to produce the letter itself. I can- myself to my destiny withjdl the "' 
not either in honour or prudence* acquiescence that shall be granted 
do that,because of the vehemence, to my prayers. And so leafing 
of his style ; for having heard [nojiij^tbe whole to your own wisdoi^ /, 
Ittnure you, by my-^'means, or and whether you choose to condulf^* 
through Hannalrs] of some ^art in^^ papa and uncles upon IBil 
of the harsh treatment I have met humble 'application or not;: or 
with, he thinks himself entitld t6 1 whether I shall be allowed to write, 
place it to his own* account by^tea- ' an ansWcrir to Mr.'^Lovelaise, or nof r 



denly dismissed my service, I 
•hotud have made the less scruple 
to have written an answer, and to 
have commanded her to convey it 
to him, with all speed, in order to 
dissuade him finom these visits, lest 
any thing should happen on the 
occasion that my heart aches but 
to think of. 

And here I cannot but express 
my grief, that I should have all 
the punisnment, and all the blame, 
who, as I have reason to think, 
have prevented great mischief, 
and have not been the occasion or 
any. For, madam, could /be sup- 
posed to eovera the passions of 
either of the gentlemen?' ~ Over 
the one indeed I have had some 
fittle influence, without giving him 
hUkerto any reason to think he has 
fastened an obligation upon me 
for it — Over the other who , ma- 
dam, has anv?~ I am grieved at 
heart, to be ooliged to lay so great 
blame at my brother's door, al- 
though my reputation and my 
liberty are both to be sacrificed to 
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[And if aUowed so to do, I beg 
jroor direetion, by whom to send 
It]; I remain, 

Honoured madam, 
, Yonr unhappy, bat ever 
dutiful daughter, 

Cl.11ablowb« 

. . , , Wedn«sd*7 morning. 

I bare just received an answer 
to the enclosed letter. My mother, 
you will observe , has ordered me 
to burn it : but, as you will have it 
in your safe keeping , and nobody 
else will see it, her end will l>e 
equally answered, as if it were 
burnt. It has neither date nor 
superscription. 

CLARISSA, 

Sat not all the blame and all the 

Ennbhment is yoursw I am as much 
lamed, and as much punished, as 
you are; yet am more innocent, 
when your obstinai^ is equal to 
any otiier person's passion , blame 
not your brother. We judged 

..right, that Hannah earned on 
your correspondences. Now she 
18 gone, and you cannot write [we 
think you cannot] to Miss. Howe, 
nor she to you, without our know- 
ledge) one cause of uneasiness and 
jea&usy is over. 

I had no dislike to Hannah, I 

'didnotteltherso: because some- 
bod/* was within hearing when she 

'desired. to pay her duty to me at 
going. I gave her a caution, in a 
Mised voice 9 to take care, where- 
ver she went to live neit, if 
there ware anjr young ladies , how 
she made parties, and assisted in 

'Clandestine eonwpondeBees: — 



but I slid two guineas into her 
hand. . Now was I -uigry to hear 
that you were stiU imar^ bountifal 
to her — So much for Hannah. 

I don*t know what to ^nte^ 
about your answering that man ox 
violence. What can ^ou think oiF 
it, that such a family as ours^ 
should have such a rod held over 
it? — For my part, I have not 
owned that I know you hace cor* 
responded: by your last boldness 
to me [an astomshing one it was, 
to pursue before Mr. Solmes the 
subject that I was forced to bregk 
from above staira!} you may, as 
far as I know, plead that yon had 
my countenance for your cor- 
respondence with; him; and so 
add to the tmeasiness between 
your father and me. You were 
once all my comfort. Clarissa: yon 
made all my hardship tolerable!^ 
— but now! — However, nothing,' 
it is plain, can move you; -audi 
will say no more on that head: for^ 
you are under your father^s dis- 
cipline now ; and he will neither 
be prescribed to, nor entreated. 

1 should have been ^lad to see 
the letter you tell me ot , as I saw. 
the rest : — you 9»,y , both honour 
and prudence forbid you to shew 
it me. — Clarissa! what thmk 
you of receiving letters that ho- 
nour and prudence forbid you to 
« hew to amotherl — But it is not 
for me to see it, if you would 
eAoa«« to shew it me. I will not be 
in your secret I will not know 
that you did correspond. And, as 
to an answer, take your own 
methods. But let him know it will 
be the last yon wUl write. Av^ 
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if yosdowiite, Iwoo'tMeit: so it a pxindple [mbu: ikej nerer 
•6fu it up (if vou do) sad give it to iiad childrai I] nat thatcbiM, who 
Shorey; and fbe — Yet do notinmarria^isifeoil^oiTeniedbylier 
tbiiikI^Te7oa.liecBe6toinifte. I parents^ u to be given vp as a loot 
We will be upon noconditioiia^creatiirQ, 



wUhiilmy nor will ifoii be allowed 
tobenponanv^ Voorfatber and 
uneles would have no.patienee 
were he to come. What have 3f<ru 
to do to oblige hm with yonr 
refuMil of Mr. Sohnes? -r WiU not 
that reftual be to give A/m^ope? 
and while he haa any, can we be 
eaqr or free from bis inmltaV 
Were even your brother in faulty 
s$ that fault cannot beeonqaered, 
is a sister tocarrv onaoorr«ipond. 
eaee that, shall endanger her 
brother? Bat ^oor father has 
given his sanction to your bro- 
tner!s. dislikes, and they are now 
your father's dislikes, aud my dis- 
likes, yonr unoles and every 
body s, rr^ No matter to whom 

owing. I least likelihood .to restore me^to 

As to the resti you have by your his favour. Accordingly I wrote 
obstinacy put it out of my. power to the following effect: 



I charge yon let not this letter 
be found. Bom it There is too 
mudi of the fno/Aer in it. to a 
daughter so anacconntably ob- 
stinate. 

Write not another letter to m^ 
I can do nothing f<Nr you. But yon 
can do evesy thmg for yowreelf . 

Now , my dear , to proceed with 
my melancholy narrative. 

After this letter, you will believe 
that I could have Yerjr little hopes 
that an application (urectiy to my 
father .would stand me in any 
stead i but I thought it became me 
to write, were it but to acquit my- 
self to myself, that I have left 
nothing unattempted that has the 



to do aav tbiog for yon* Your 
father takef upon himself to be 



*^I presume not, I sav, to f^gue 
with, my papa^ d onl^ beg his 



answerable, for allconsequlmces* mercy and indulgence m this one 
You most not therefore apply to point, .on which depends my pre* 
me for ^voar. I shall endeavour sent and perhaps my future happi- 
tabe only an observer^ happy, if ness; and beseech him not to 
I could w an nnooncemed onei---> reprobate. his child for an aversion 
While I'hadpower,you would not: which it is- not in her power to 
let me luse it as I toouid have used iconquer. I beg, that I mav not be 
it. Your, aunt . h^ be«i forced to , sacrificed to projects < and remote 
engage not' to interfere but bv^contingencies. I complain of the 
▼our lEkther*s direction* You*Il).disgraces I suffer in this bamsh- 
have setere trials. If ^ou haveiment from his presence, and in 
any &voav to hope for , it must be: being confined to my chamber. In 
frtoi^theAiediationofyour uncles, (every thihg, but this one pointy I 
And yet, X' belieyei they are promise tsqilieitduty and resignar 
equally determined : for they make tion to his wilL I repeat my offer 
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of a single life ; and appeal to him, 
whether I have ever given him 
cause to doubt my word. I beg to 
be admitted to his and to my 
mamma's presence, and that my 
conduct maj^ be under their own 
eye: and this with the more ear- 
nestness, as I have too much 
reason to believe that snares are 
laid for me; and tauntings and 
revilinffs used on purpose to make 
a handle of my words against me, 
when I am not permitted to speak 
in my own defence. I conclude 
with hoping, that my brother's 
instigations may not rob an un- 
happy child of her father." 

This is the answer, sent without 
superscription, and unsealed, al- 
though by Betty Barnes, who de- 
livered it with an air, as if she 
knew the contents. 

I write, perverse girl; but with all 
the indignation that your dis- 
obedience deserves. To desire to 
be forgiven a fault you own, and 
yet resolve to persevere in, is a 
boldness, no more to be equalled, 
than passed over. 1 1 is my authority 
you defy. Your reflections upon 
a brother , that is an honour to us 
all, deserve my utmost- resent- 
ment. I see how light all rela- 
tionship sits upon you. The cause 
I guess at, too. I cannot l)ear the 
reflections that naturally arise 
from this consideration, x bur be- 
haviour to your too indulgent and ! 
too fond mother — But, 1 have no 
patience — Continue banished! 
from my presence, ondutiful as; 

Clariisa* L 



^ou are, till you know how to con- 
form to my wilL Ungrateful crea- 
ture! Tour letter but upbraids me 
for my past indulgence. Write 
no more to me, tifi you can dis* 
tinguish better; and till you are 
convinced of your duty to 

A justly incensed father* 

Thisaneiy letter was accom- 
panied with one from mj mother, 
unsealed, and nnsuperscribed also« 
Those who take so much pains to 
confederate everyone against me, 
I make no doubt obliged her to 
bear her testimonj against the 
poor girl. 

My mother's letter being a 
repetition of some of the severe 
things that passed between her- 
self and me, of which I have al- 
ready informed you, I shall not 
need to give you the contents — 
Only thus far, that she also praises 
myj brother, and blames me for 
my freedoms with him. 



LETTER ZXVI. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss llowa. 

Thursday mora^ Marcli 9. 

I HAVE another letter from Mr. 
Lovelace , although I had not an- 
swered his former; 

This man, somehow or other, 
knows every thing that passes in 
our family. My connnement: 
Hannah*s dismission ; and more or 
the resentments and resolutions of 
my father, uncles, and brother, 
than I can possibly know, andal 
most as soon as the things happ'^ 
which he tells me of. He < 
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inotdp^n^eat these intelligencles nevertheless, I am personally a 
.fairly. ' stranger; except that once I saw 

' He is excessively uneasy upon Miss Patty Montague at Sir Bo* 
irhathe hears; and hb expressions, bert Biddulph*s. 
hotliu'efdove'to me, and resent- j It is natural, I believe^ for" a 
ment to Ihe^ , are very fervent, person to be the more desurous of 
He solicits oaae, *'to engage my making new friends, .in proportion 
honour to him^ never to have Mr. as she loses the favour .of old ones: 
Sblmes." \fet had I rather appear amiable 




he is endeavouring to make to four ladies ofhisfamilv have such 
himself a merit at any man*s ex- excellent characters^toat one can- 
pense, since he hopes to obtain not but wish to be thought well of 
my favour on the foot of his own; by them. Cannot there be a way 
nor that he seeks to intimidate me to find out bv .Mrs. Forfescue s 
into a consideration for him. But means , or by Mrl Hickman, who 
lie declares, that the treatment he has some knowledge of (iord M. 
meets with from my family is of [covertly, however,]' what their 
such a nature, that he is per- opinions are of the present situa- 
petually reproached for not re- tion of things in our family; and 
sentin^ it; and that as well by of the little likelihood there is. 
Lord M. and Lady Sarah, and that ever the alliance once ap- 
Lady Betty, as by all his other proved of by th^m, can take 
friends: and if he must have no.eiiect? ^ .^ 

hope from me, he cannot answer, I cannot, for my oWn part, think 
for what his despair will make .so well of my selt, as to imagine, 
him do." -that they can wish their relation 

Indeed, he says, ^ his relations, to persevere in his views with re- 
the ladies particularly, advise him gard to me, through such con- 
to have recourse to a /^^a^ remedy: tempts and discouragements. — 
but how, be asks, can a man of Not that it would concern me, 
honour go to law for verbal abuses should they advise him to the con** 
given by people entitled to wear'trary. By my Lord*s signing Mr. 
swords V *• Lovelace's former letter ; by ■ Mr. 

You see, my dear, that my mo- Lovelace*s assurances of the con- 
iher seems as apprehensive of tinned favour of all his relations : 
mischief as myself ; and hasind/- and by the report of others; I 
rectly offered to let Shorey carry seem still to stand high in their 
my answer to the letter he sent me favour: but, methinks, I should 
before. be glad to have this confirmed to 

He is full of the favour of the me, as from themselves, li^ the 
ladiesofhis family to me: towhom lipsof an in^went person; and 
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the rather, as they are known to) 

Sat a value upon their alliance, ^ 
ecaiise of their fortunes andi 
fiamily ; and take it amiss (as they 
hare reason) to be included by 
aura in the contempt thrown upon 
their kinsman. 

Curiosity at present is all my 
motive: nor will ther^ ever, 1 
hope, be a stronger, notwithstand- 
ing your ((ttestionable * throbs -^ 
Even were the merits of Mr. Love* 
laee much greater than they are. 

I have answered his letters. If 
he takes me at my word, I shall 
need' be the less solicitous for the 
opinions of his relations in my 
favour: and yet one would be 
glad tojbe weU thought of by the 
worthy. 

This is the substance of my 
letter: 

*^I express my surprise at his 
kfiowing (and so early) all that 
passes here.^ 

I assure him, ^* That were there 
not such a man in the worid as 
'himself. I would not have Mr. 
Solmes." 

i tell him, *^ That to return, as 
i understand her does, defiances 
for d^anees,- to my relations , is 
£ar from being a proof with me, 
either of his politeness, or of the 
^consideration he pretends to have 
Ibrme. - . 

'^That the moment I heAr he 
visits any of my friends without 
their consent^ I will make a re- 
^Idtion neveir to see him more , ' if 
I can help it." 

I apprise him, *' That I am con- 
mvea- at in s^Ea^iiiig^ this - letter' 



lib 

(although no one has lul^n 'the 
contents) provided it shall Vkt the 
last I will ever write to him: that 
I had more than once tOtd nim, 
that the single life was my'(6hoice; 
and this before Mr. Sblmes was 
introduced as a visA6i^ in our 
family: that Mr. Wyerley, and 
other gentlemen, knew it to be my 
chcHce, before himself was ac- 
quainted with any of us: that I - 
had never been indliced to receive 
a line from him "bn the subject, 
but that I thought he had not 
acted ungenerously by my bro- 
ther: and yet had not been so 
hanasomelv treated by myA-iends 
as he might hav^ expected: but 
that had he even my friends on 
his side, I should have very great 
objections to him, were 1 to get 
over my choice of a single life , so 
really preferable to me as it is: 
and that I sliould have declared 
as much to him. had I regarded 
him as inore than a common 
visitor. On all these accounts, I 
desire , that the one more letter, 
which I will allow him to deposit 
in the u^ual place, mav be the 
very last; and that only to ac- 
quaint me with his acquiescence 
that it shall be so; at least till 
happier times.** 

lliis last I put in that he may 
not be quite desperate. But if he 
take me at my word, I shall be 
rid of one of my tormentors. 

I have promised to lay before * 
yon all his letters, and my an- 
swers: I repeat that promise: and 
am the less solicitous for that 
reason, to amplify upon the cor 
tents of either. But I cannot i 

8» 
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often express my yezation, to be i 
oriyen to sach straits and diffi- 
culties, here at home, as oblige 
me to answer letters ^m>m aman' 
I had not absolutely mtended to^ 
encourage, and to whom I had! 
really great objections) filled as his 
are with such warm protestations, 
and written to me with a spirit of 
expectation. 

. For , my dear , you nerer knew 
so bold a supposer. As commen- 
tators find beauties in an author, 
to which the author perhaps was 
a stranger; so he sometimes com- 
pliments me in high strains or 
gratitude for favours, and for a 
consideration, which I neyer de- 
signed him; insomuch that I am 
frequently under a necessity of 
explaining away the attributed 
goodness to him, which if I 
shewed, I should have the less 
opinion of myself. 

In short, my dear, like a restiff | 
horse (as 1 have heard described 
by sportsmen) he pains one's, 
hands, and half disjoints one's 
arms, to rein him in. And, when , 
you see his letters, you must form ; 
no judgment upon them till you. 
have read mv answers. If you do, ' 
you will indeed think you have 
cause to attribute self-deceit ^ and 
throbs, and glows to your friend — 
And yet, at other times, the con- 
tradictory creature complains, 
that I shew him as little favour, 
and my friends as much invete- 
racy, as if in the rencounter be- 
twixt my brother and him he had 
been the aggressor, and as if the 
catastrophe had been as fatal as' 
it might nave been. ' 



If he has a design by this coo- 
duct (sometimes complaining of 
my shyness, at others exalting in 
my imaginary favours) to induce 
me at one time to acquiesce with 
his compliments; at another to 
be more complaisant for his com- 

glaints; and if the contradiction 
e not the effect of his inattention 
and giddiness, I shall think him 
as deep and as artful (too pro- 
bably, as practised) a creature as 
ever lived ; and were I to be sure 
of it, should hate him, if possible, 
worse than I do Soimes. 

But enough for the present of a 
creature so very various. 

LETTEB XXm. 
MiM Howe to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

Tharsday night, March 9; 

I HAVE not patience with any of 
the people you are with. I know 
not what to advise you to do. 
How do you know, that you are 
not punishable for being the cause, 
though to your own loss that the 
will of your grandfather is not 
complied with r — Wills are sacred 
things, child. You see that they, 
even/Aev, think so, who imagine 
the^ suffer by a will , through the 
distinction paid yon in it 

I allow of all your noble reason- 
ings for what vou did at the time : 
but since sucn a charming, such 
a generous instance of filial duty 
is to ffo thus unrewarded, why 
should you not resume ? 

Your grandfather knew the 
family fiuling. -ile knew what a 
noble spirit you had to do good. 
He hnnself perhaps [JBxcose me, 
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my dear] bad done too little in 
his lifetime; and therefore he pat 
it in your power to make np for 
the defects of the whole family. 
Were it to me , I would resume it, 
indeed I would. 

You will say, you cannot do it, 
while you are with them. I don*t 
know thats Do you think they 
can use you worse than they do? 
And is it not your rigJU f And do 
they not make use of your own 
generosity to oppress you V Your 
ancle Harlow« is one trustee; your 
cousin Morden is the other: insist 
apoa your right to your uncle; 
and write to your cousin Morden 
sbout it. This, I dare say, will 
make them alter their behaviour 
to you. 

Your insolent brother — what 
has he to do to control you? — 
Were it me { I wish it were me for 
one month, and no more] Td shew 
ham the difference. I would be in 
my own massion, pursuing my 
charming schemes, and makine 
all around me happy. I would 
8dt ap my own chariot. I would 
visit them when they deserred it. 
But when my brother and sister 
ff aye themselves airs, I would let 
tnem know, that I was their sister, 
and not their servant : and if that 
did not do , I would shut my gates 
agaiiut them; and bid them go, 
and be company for each other. 

It must be confessed ^ however, 
that • this brother and sister of 
yoors, judging as such narrow 
spirits will ever judge , have some 
reason for treating you as they 
do. It* must have long been a 
morti£catioii to them (set disap- 



pointed love, on her side, and 
avarice on his, out of the ques- 
tion) to be so much eclipsed oy a 
younger sister. Such a sun in a 
family, where there are none bat 
faint twinklers, how could they 
bear it! Why, my dear, they 
ipust look upon you as a prodigy 
among them: and prodigies, you 
know, though they obtam oar ad- 
miration, never attract our love. 
The distance between you and 
them is immense. Their eyes ache 
to look up at you. What shades 
does your full day of merit cast 
upon them! Can you wonder then, 
that they should embrace the first 
opportunity that offered to en- 
deavour to bring you down to 
their level? 

Depend upon it, my dear, yoa 
will nave more of it, and more 
still, as you bear it 

As to this odious Solmes, I 
wonder not at your aversion to 
him. It is neealess to say any 
thing to you, who have so smcere 
an antipathy to him, to strengtiien 
your dislike: yet, who can resist 
her own talents? One of mine, as 
I have heretofore said, is to give 
an ugly likeness. Shall I indulge 
it? — I will. And the rather, as 
in doing so, you will have my opi- 
nion in justification of your aver- 
sion to him, and in approbation 
of a steadiness that I ever ad*, 
mired, and must for ever approve 
of, in your temper. 

I was twice in this 'wretch' 
company. At one of the tir 
your Lovelace wks there. I r 
not mention to you, who .' 
soch a pretty curumty (tfaoog 
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present only a curiosity, jon always furnish <mt the occasion, 
know) the unspeakable dinerence. and all her servants, for that 

Lovelace entertained the com- reason, and for that only, would 
pany in his lively gay way, and have cause to bless their master* 
maae every body laugh at one of But how srievous and appre- 
his stories. It was before this hensive a thing must it be for his 
creature was thought of for you.' wife, had she the least degree 
Sohnes laughed too. It was, how- of delicacy, to catch herself in 
ever, A» laugh: for his first three having done something to oblige 
years, at least, I imagine, must him? 

have ^en one continual fit of; So much far his person: as^to 
crying ; and his m uacles have [ tlie other half of him , he is said to 
never yet been able to recover a be an iusinuating, creepingmortal 
risible tone. His very smile [you to any body he hopes to he a gainer 
never saw him smile, I believe; by: an^insolent, overbearing one. 
never, at least, ^ave him cause' to where he has no such views: ana 
smile] is so little natural to his| is not this the genuine spirit of 
features, that it appears in him as' meanness? He is reported to be 
Mdeous as the ^lin of a man in spiteful and malicious, even to 
malice. |the whole family of any single 

I took great notice of him , as I -person who has once disobliged 
do of all the noble lords of the^hlm; and to his own .relations 
creation, in their peculiarities;^ most of all. I am told ^ that they 
and was disgusted, nay, shocked are none of them such wretches 
at him, even then. I was glad, IJas himself. This maf be cme 
remember, on that particular oc-! reason why he is for dismheriting 
casion, to see his strange features I them. 

recovering their natural gloomi- 1 My Kitty, from one of his 
ness: though they did tnis but ^ domestics, tells me, that his i/^ 
slowly, as if the muscles which| nants hate him: and that he nev^ 
contributed to his distortions had' had a servant who spoke well of 
tamed upon rusty spring. {him. Vilely suspicious of their 

What a dreadful thing must wronging him (probably from the 
even the love of such a husband badness of his own heart) he ie 
be ! For my part, were I his wife ! always changing, 
(but what have I done to mj^self,! His pockets, they say, are con- 
to make but such a supposition?) tinualfy crammed with keys: so 
'I should never have comfort but that when he would treat a guest 
in his absence, or when I wasquar- Ta friend he has not out of your 
leUing with him. A splenetic iamily),heishalfaslongpusaling 
woman, who must have Bome- toMch is which ^ as his niggardly 
body to find fault with . might in- ' treat mi^ht be concluded in, And 
deed be brought to endure such a if it be wine , he always fetches it 
wretch: the sight ot him would himself, ^or has he much troviblo 
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in doing so ; for lie has very few 
visitors — onlpr those, whom busi- 
ness or necessity brings: for a gen- 
tleman who can help it, would 
rather be benighted, than put up 
at his house. 

Yet this is the man thej have 
found out (for considerations as 
swdid as those he is governed by) 
for a husband, that is to say, for a 
lord and master^ for Miss Clarissa 
Harlowe! 

But perhaps, he mav not be 
quite so miserable as he is re- 
presented. Characters extremely 
good, or extremely bad, are 
seldom justly given. Favour for 
a person will exalt the one, as dis- 
favour will sink the other. But 
your uncle Antony. has told mj 
mother^ who. objected to his 
Govetousness, that it was intended 
to (t> ibm up, as he> called it, to 
your ovm term»; which would be 
with a hempen, ^rather than a 
matrimonial cord, I dare say. But 
is not this a plain indication, that 
even his own recommenders think 
him a mean creature: and that he 
must be articled w|tn — perhaps 
for necessaries f But enough , and 
too muchk of such a wretch as 
this ! — You must not have hitp, 
my de&r — that I am clear in — 
thouffh not so clear , how you will 
be a&le to avoid it, except }^ou 
assort the' independence to which 
your estfite gi vesy 6u a title. 

Here my mother broke in upon 
me. She wanted to see what 1 had 
written. I. was silly enough to 
read Solmes's character to heir. 

She owned that the man was 
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I not the most desirable of men;, 
I and that he had not the happiest 
.appearance: but what, said sh^^ 
is person in a man? AAd 1 WAS 
chidden for setting you against 
complying with your fA'ther? will. 
Then followed a lecture ui)on'the 
preference to be given in favour 
of a man who took ca]re to dis- 
charge all his obligations to the 
world, and to keep all together, 
in opposition to a spendthrift or, 
profligate: a fruitful subject you 
know, whether any particular^ 
person be meant by it, or not. 

Why will these wise parents by 
saying too much against the per- 
sons they dislike, put one upon 
defending them ? Lovelace is not 
a spendthrift; owes not obliga-' 
tions to the world; though, I 
doubt not, profligate enough.. 
Then putting one upon doing 
si'tchhut common justice , we must 
needs be prepossessed, truly! — ' 
And so perhaps we are put iwon 
cu tosities first; that is to say"-) now 
such a one or his friends may' think 
of one: And then, but too pro- 
bably , comes In a distiii^sning 
preference, or something, that 
looks exceedingly like it. 

My mother charged tne at last, 
to write that side over again. — 
But excuse me, my good mammal 
1 would not have the character 
lost upon any consideration; 
since my vein ran freely into it: 
and I never wrote to please my-, 
self, but I pleased you. A very 
good reason why — we have but 
one mind between us — onl v that 
sometimes you are a little to 
grave, metninks; I, no doub 
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a litUe too flippant in your, 
opinion. 

This difference in onr 'tempers, 
however, is probably the reason 
that we love one another so well, 
that, in the words of Norris, no 
thir4 love can come in betwixt. 
Since each, in the other's, eye, 
having something amiss, and each 
loving the other well enough to 
bear nbeing told of it (and the 
rather, perhaps, as neither wishes 
do mend it;) this takes off a good 
deal from that rivaliy which might 
encourage a little, if not a great 
deal, of that li^tent spleen, which 
in time mi^ht rise into envy, and 
that into ill-will. So, my dear, 
if this be the case, let each keep 
her faulty and much good may do 
her with it, say I : for there is con- 
stitution in bloth to plead for it: 
and what an hero or heroine must 
he or she be, who can conquer a 
eonstitutional fault? Let it be 
avattce, as in some Idare no/ name: 
let it be araviiy^ as in my best 
Jriend: or let it be flippancy , as in 
— I need not say whom. 

It is proper to acquaint fyou, 
that I was ooliged to comply with 



my mother's curioshy [my mother < 
has her share, her full share, of! 
curiosity, my dear] and to let her' 
see here-and-there some passages 
in your letters — 

1 am broken in upon — But I 
will tell you by-and-bv what 
passed between my mother andi 
me on this occasion — And the 
rather J as she had her girl, her, 
fovounte Hickman, and your, 
Lovelace, all at once in her eye, 
in her part of the conversation. 



Thus it was. 

**I cannot but think, Nancy,** 
said she, *^ after all, that there is 
a little hardship in MissHarlowe's 
case: and yet (as her mother says) 
it is a grating thing to have a 
child, who was always noted for 
her duty in smaller points, to 
stand in opposition to her parents 
will, in tne greater: yea, in the 
greatest of all. lAnd now to middle 
the matter between both, it is 
pity , that the man they favour has 
not that sort of merit which a per- 
son of a mind so delicate as that 
of Miss Harlowe might reason- 
ably expect in a Imsband. — But 
then, this man is surely preferable 
to a libertine: to a libertine too, 
who has bad a duel with her own 
brother: fathers and mothers must 
think so, were it not for that cir- 
cumstance — And it is strange if 
they do not know best." 

And so they must, thought I, 
from their experience , if no little 
dirty views gave them also that 
prepossession in one man's fa- 
vour, which they are so apt to 
censure their daughters for hav- 
ing in another's — And if, as I 
may add in your case, they have 
no creeping, old, musty uncle 
Antony s to strengthen their [pre- 
possessions, as he does my mo- 
ther's — Poor, creeping, positive 
soul 1 what has such an old bache- 
lor as he to do , to prate about the 
dutiesof children to parents; un- 
less he had a notion that parents 
owe some to their children? But 
your mother y by her indolent 
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meekness, let me call it, lias 
spoiled all the thnse brothers. 

'^But you see, child," pro- 
ceeded my mother, '*what a dif- 
ferent benavioor mine is to you, 
I recommend to «you one of the 
soberest, yet politest, men in Eng- 
land — " 

I think little of. my motheic^s 
politest yiny dear. She judges of 
honest Hickman for her daughter ^ 
as she would hare done,Ii8uppose, 
twenty years aff o, for herself. 

**0f agoodiamily,*' continued 
my mother; ^'a fin]e, clear, and 
improving estate [a prime consi- 
deration with my motner, as well 
as with some other folks, whom 
you know:] and I be^j and I pray 
you to encourage him: at least, 
not to use him Uie worse ^ for his 
being so obseauious to you.** 

Yes, indeed I. To use mWkindly, 
that he may treat me familiarly — 
But distance to tiie men-wretches 
is best — I say. 

«Yet all wUl hardly nreraU 
upon you to do as I srould have 

rou. What would you say . were 
to treat you as Miss Uarlowe*s 
father and mother treat her?" 

''What would I ray, madam! 
— That's easily answered. I 
would say ■, nothing. Can yon 
think such usage, and to such a 
young lady, is to belxMma?*' 

''Come, oome, Nancy, be not 
so hasty; you have heard blit one 
side; and that there is more to be 
said is plain , hv your reading to 
me but parts of ner letters, l^ey 
are her p^nts. They must know 
best. Miss Harlowe, as fine a 
child as sHe is, must bare done 



something, must have said some- 
thing (you know how they loved 
her) to make them treat her thus." 

" But if she should be blameless, 
madam, how does your own sup- 
position condemn thetnV^ 

Then came up Solmes*s great 
estate; his good management of 
it — "A little too near indeed," 
was the word! JO how moneys 
lovers, thought I, will palliate t 
Yet my motner is a princess in- 
spirit to this Solmes!] "What, 
strange effects," added she, "have 
prepossession and love upon 
young ladies!" 

I don't know how it is, my dear; 
but people take high deHelit in 
findinff out folks in love. Curio- 
sity oegets curiosity: I believe 
that's the thinff . 

She proceeded to praise Mr. 
Lovelace's person, and his quali- 
fications natural and aeauired: 
b^t then she would juasre as 
jiio/fters will judge, and as daugh" 
ters are very loth to judge: — But 
could say nothing in answer to 
vour offer of living single; and 
breaking with him — if — if — 
[three or four ifs she made of one 
good one, if] thai could be de« 
pended on. 

But still obedience without re* 
serve y reason what I will, is the 
burden of my mother's song: and 
this, for my saka^ as well as for 
yours. 

I must need» say^ that I think 
duty to parents !»« verv merito- 
rious excellence: but I bless Go^ 
I have not vour trials. We ^ 
all be ^od when we hav^ 
temptation nor provocatic 
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the contrary: — but few young 
perBons (who can help tkemselTeft 
too as you can) would bear what 
you bear. 

I will not mentaon all that is 
upon my mind , in relation to the 
behaviour of your father and 
uncles, and tJie rest nfihem, because 
I would not offendy^ou: but I have 
now a higher opinion 'of my own 
sagacity than ever I had , in that 
I ^ould never cordially love any 
one of your family but yourself. 
I am not bom to like them. But 



spirits: |yoa may confine the re*^ 
flection to your brother , if it will 
pain you to extend it] and this for 
the sake of preserving a tempo- 
rary peace to herself; which was 
the less worth Endeavouring to 
preserve, as it always produced a 
strength in the will of others^ and 
was followed by a weidtness m her 
own, which sul^ected her to an 
arbitrariness that of coiirse grew, 
and became established, upon her 
patience. — And now to eive up 
the most deserving of her children 



it is my duty to be sincere to my{(against her judgment) a sacrifice 



friend: and this will excuse her 
Anna Howe to Miss Clarissa Har- 
lowe. 

I ought indeed to haveexoepted 
your mother: a lady to* be reve- 
renced; and now to be pitied. 
What must have been her treat- 
ment, to be thus subjugated, as I 
may call it! Little did the good 
old viscount think, when he mar- 
ried his darling, his only daugh- 
ter, to so well -appearing a gentle- 
man, and to her own liking too, 
that she would have been so much 
kept down. Another would call 
yonr father a tyrant, if I must not : 
all the world that know him, d& 
call him so; and if vou love your 
mother, you should not be very 
angry at the world for taking that 
liberty. 

Yet, after all, I cannot help 
thinking, that she is the less to be 
pitied , as she may be said (be the 
gout, or what will, the occasion 
of his moroseness) to have long 
behaved unworthy of her birth 
and fine Qualities, in yielding so 
much as sae yields to encroaching 



to the ambition and selfishness of 
the least deserving! — But I fly 
from this subject — having, I fear, 
said too much tb be forgiven — 
and yet much tess than is in n^ 
heart to say upon the over-meek 
subject. 

Mr. Hickman is expected from 
London this evening. 1 have de- 
sired him to inquire after Love- 
lace*s life and conversation in 
town. If he has not inquired , I 
shall be very angry with- him. 
Don*t expect a very good account 
of either. He is certainly an in- 
triguing wretch'^, and fuU of in- 
ventions. ' 

Upon o&y wk>rd , I n^ost heartily 
despise that sexf I Wish they 
would let our fathers ^nd mothers 
alone;, teasing them to tease us- 
with their golden promises, and 
protestations , anci settlements, 
and the rest of their ostenta- 
tious nonsense. How charmingly 
might you and I live together, and 
despise them all! But to be ca- 
joled, wire-drawn, tod ensnared, 
like silly birds, into a state of 
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bondage, or vile subordination: 
to be courted as princesses for a 
few weeks, in order to be treated 
as slaves for the rest of our lives 
— Indeed , my dear, as you say of 
Soltnes, I cannot endure theml --* 
But for your relations [friends no 
more will I call them, unworthy as 
they are even of the other name !] 
to take such a wretch's price as 
that ; and to the cutting on all re- 
versions from his own family! — 
How must a mind but commonly 
just resist such a measure I 

Mr. Hickman shall sound Lord 
IL upon the subject you recom* ' 
mena. But beforehand, I can 
tell you what he and what his 
sisters will say, when they are 
sounded. — t Who would not be 

EIroud of such a relation as Miss 
llarissa Harlowe? Mrs. Fortes- 
cue told me, that they are all your 
very great admirers. 

Ill have not been clear enough 
in my advice about what you shall 
db, let me say, that I can give it 
in one word: it is onlv by re* 
vStfpng you to resume, if you do, 
allthe rest will follow. 

We are told here, &at Mrs. 
Norton, as well as your aunt Her- 
vey , has ^ven her opinion on the 
implicit ^& of the question. If she 
can think, that the part she has 
had ia your education^ and your 
•own admirable, talents and ac- 
quirements, are- to be thrown 
away upon such a worthless orea^ 
ture as' Solmes, I could hearti^ 

?uairel with her.. You may thinlt 
say this to lessen your regard for 
the good woman. And perhaps 
not wholly without, eabse if you 



do. For, to own the truth, me^^ 
thinks , I don't love her so well as 
I should do, did you love her so 
apparently less , that I could be 
out of doubt, that you loved me 
better. 

Your mother tells you, 'That 
you will have great trials: that 
you are under your father's <2m- 
cipline, — The word is enough for 
me to despise those who gave oc* 
casion for its use — ' That it is out 
of her power to help you!' And 
again: 'That if you have any 
favour to hope for, it must be by 
the mediation of vour uncles.' I 
suppose you will write to the 
oddities^ since you are forbid to 
see them — But can it be, that 
such a lady, such a sister, such a 
wife, such a mother, has nd in- 
fluence in her own familv? Who, 
indeed , as you say , if this be so« 
would marry, that can live single? 
My choler is again beginning to 
rise. Bemime, my dear: •— and 
that is all I will give myself time 
to ,say further, lest I offend you 
when I cannot serve you. -— Oi^y 
this , that I am 

Your truly affectionate friend 
and servant, ■ ' 

Anna Howb. 

LETTBB XXVm. 
Miss Ol&rissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Friday, MarehlS. 

Yon will permit me, my de«r, 
to touch upon a few passages in 
your last letter that affect me sen- 
sibly. 

In the first place, you must 
allow me to say, low p- ^ ""~ •• 
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epiritSi that I am yery angiy with and more serere) give up her own 

Jon for your reflections on mj re- ' will , her own likings , to oblige a 
itionS) particularly on my father husbatid, thus afflicted, whose Ioto 
and mother, and on the memory former was nnqoestionable?—; And 
of my grandfather. Nor, myjifso, wasitnottoonatDral[buman 
dear, does your own mother nature is not perfect, my dear] that 
always escape the keen edge of the husband thus humoured by the 
your vivacity. One cannot oneVJ wife, should be unable to bear 
self forbear to write or speak | control from anjr body else; much 
freelyofthoseweloveandhonour,jless contradiction from his cfail- 
when grief from imagined hard dren? ' 

treatment wrings the heart: but it If then you would avoid my 
goes against one to hear aiiy body highest displeasure, you must 
else take the same liberties. Then spare my mother: and surely, j'ou 
you have so very strong a manner will allow me, with her, to pity, 
of expression where you take a as well as to love and honour my 
distaste, that when passion has father. 

subsidea, and. I come (upon re* I have no friend but you to whom 
flection) to see by your severity I can appeal, to whom I dare 
what I have given occasion for , I ■ complain. Unhappily circum- 
cannot help condemning myself, {stanced as I am, it is but too 
Bat least of all can fbear that probable ihatlshall complain, be*- 
you should reflect upon my mother, cause it is but too pFobaole that I 
What, my dear, if her meekness shall have more and more cause 
shoula not be rewarded? Is the'^ven me for complaint. But be 
want of reward , or the want even it your part , if I do , to sooth my 
of a grateful acknowledgment, a angry passions, and to soften my 
reason for us to dispense with what resentments; and this the rather, 
we think our dutyV They were my las you know what an influence 
father's lively spirits that first your advice, has upon me; and as 
made him an interest in her gentle you must also know, that the 
bosom. They were the same spirits freedoms you take with my friends, 
turned inward, as I have hereto-; can have no other tendency, but 
fore observed*, that made him so to weaken the sense of my anty to 
imj[>atient when the cruel malady thiem, without answering any good 
seized him. He always loved my end to myself, 
mother: and would not love anal I cannot help owning, however, 
pitu^ excusably f nay laudably, make that I am pleased to have you join 
a good wife ^who was an oourly, with me iuopinion of the contempt 
witness of his pangs, when la-; which Solmes deserves from me. 
bouring under a paroxysm, and Butyet, permit me to say, that he 
his paroxysms becoming more and is not qmte so horrible a creature 
more frequent, as weiu aa more as you make him: as to his p«rmfi, 
• See p. 27. I mean; for with regard to his 
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mind, by all that I have heard, from the difference in our tempers. 
Tou liave done him but justice: I own, I should not have thought 
but you have such a talent at an of that. There may, possibly ,06 
ugly likeness, and such a vivacity, ' something in it: but wbether there 
that they sometimes cany you out be, or not, whenever I am cool, 
of verisimilitude. In short, my andfidve myself time to reflect, I 
dear, Ihavelsnown you, in more will love you the better for tiie 
instances than one, sit down re- correction you eive me, be as 
solved to wnite ail that wit, ratiter severe as you willupon me. Spare 
than strict justice , could suggest me not , therefore , my dear friend, 
upon the given occasion. Pernaps whenever you think me in the least 
it may be thought, that I should faulty. 1 love your agreeable 
say the less on this particular sub- raillerv: you know I always did: 
ject, because your dislike of him nor , however over -serious yon 
arises from love to me: but should think me, did I ever think von 
it not be our aim to judge of flippant ^ as you harshly csdl it. 
ourselves, and of every thing that One of the first conditions of our 
aflfects us, as we may reasonably mutual friendship was, that each 
imagine other people would judge, should say or write to the other 
ofus, and of our actions? | whatever was upon her mind, 

As to the advice you give, to without any offence to be taken: a 
resume my estate, I am determined condition, that is indeed indis- 
not to litigate with my father, let pensable in friendship, 
what will be the consequence to I knew your mother would be 
myself. I may give you, at for implicit obedience in a child, 
another time, a more particular I am sorry my case is so cir* 
answer to your reasonings on this cumstanced , that Icannot compjk. 
subject: but, at present, will only , It would be my duty to do so , if I 
observe, that it- is my opinion, could. You are indeed very happy, 
that Lovelace himself would that you have nothing but your 
hardlythinkme worth addressing, own agreeable, yet whimsical 
were he to know tMs to be mv re- humours to contend with, in the 
solution. These meuj my dear, ^choice she invites yon to make of 
with all their flatteries, look ; Mr. Hickman. How happy should 
forwax4. to the permanent. Indeed,;! be, to be treated with so much 
it is fit they should; for love must; lenity! — I should blush to have 
be a very foolish thing to look* my mother say, that she begged 
back upon, when it has brought &nd prayed me , and all in vain, to 
persons bom to affluence into in- encourage a man so unezception- 
oi^ence, and laid a generous able as Mr. Hickman, 
mind under obligation and de- Indeed , my beloved Miss Hv>^^ 
pendenoe. I am ashamed to have your mt^ 

Yon very ingeniously account say, with me in her view, ^^ 
forthelofewebeartooneanotbar, strange efilsots have pzeposs 
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- Bad lav^ JSP^^ yoang oreatiires of 
our sex!* Tqib touches me the more 
sensibly, because you yourself, 
ipiydear, are so ready to p«mia<ie 
me.Uito it. 

I shoi^d be very blameable to 
eudeaTour'to hide any the least 
bias upon my mind from you: and 
I cannot but say — that this man 
-^ this Lovelace — is a man that 
might be liked well enough , if he 
bore such a character as Mr. Hick- 
man beiars; and even if there were 
hopes of reclaiming him. And 
further still I will acknowledge, 
that I believe it possible that one 
might be driven, by violent mea- 
sures, step by step, as it were, 
into something that might be 
called -^ I don^ know what to call 
it — a conditional kind of liking j or 
so. But as to the word love — 
justifiable and charming as it is in 
some cases (that is to say, in all 
the relative, in all the «oaa/, and, 
what is still beyond both^ in all our 
superior duties, in which it may be 
properly called c/titW;) it has, me- 
thinks, in the narrow circum- 
scribed, selfish, peculiar sense, in 
which you apply it to me (the man 
too so little to be approved for his 
morals, if all that report says of 
him be true) no pretty sound with 
it. TVeat me as freely as you will 
in all other respects, I will love 
you, as I have said, the better for 
jtoor friendly freedom: but me- 
thinks , that I could be glad , that 
you would not let this imputation 
pass to glibly from your pen, or 
your lips , as attributable to one of 



have a double 4rimnph, when a 
person of your delicacy (armed 
with such contempts of them all, 
as you would have one think) can 
give up a firiend, with an ezulta* 
tion over her weakness, as a silly, 
love-sick creature! 

I could make some other ob- 
servations upon the contents of 
your last two letters; but my mind 
IS not free enough at present The 
occasions for the above stuck with 
me; and I could not help taking 
the earlist notice of them. • 

Having written to the end of mj 
second sheet, I will close i^oB 
letter, and in my next acquaint 
vou with all that has hapjtened 
here since my last 

LETTER XXI]t 
Hiss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. • 



your oion mx, whether / be the 
pienoB <Mr not: siaee tiie other most 



Saljurdaf, March 11. 

I HA,vB had such taunting mess- 
a^, and such repeated avowals 
of ill ofiices , brought me from my 
brother and sister, if, I do not 
comply with their wills, (delivered 
too with provokinff saudness by 
Betty Barnes) tiiatl have thought 
it proper, before I entered upon 
nay intended address to my uncles, 
in pursuance of the hintgiven me 
in mv mother *8 letter, to ex- 

Fostulate a little with them. But 
have done it in such a manner, 
as will give you (if yop pleaod to 
take it as you have done some 
parts of my former letters) great 
advantage over me. In short, yon 
will have more cause than ever, to 
declare me ha gone in love , if my 
retuone lor the change of^n^al^M 
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in these letters t with regard to upon him thus in love to tnet-^ 
Mr.Loyelace, do not engage your No — His whole hehavioiir shews 
more favourable opinion, -<-. Fori me, that that U not his principal 
have thought proper to give them motive, and that he thinks me 
their own way; and since they will rather in his way than o^erwise. 
have it, that I have a preferable It is then the call of justice, as I 
regard for Mr. Lovelace, I " 
them causes ' 
opinion than 

These are my reasons, in the mischief he could have done 
brief, for the alteration of my, him, and which my brother had 
fltfle: [endeavoured to do A/tn.. Itmieht 

In the first place, they .have not be amiss, therefore Ithou^t« 
grounded their principal argu-jto alarm them a little with an ap*r 
ment for my compliance with their ' prehension, that the methods they 
willy u|>on my acknowledgment are taking with me are the very 
that, my heart is free; and so, reverse oi those they should take 
supposing I^give np no preferable to answer the end they desi^ by 

{)er8on, my opposition has the, them. And after all, what is the 
ook of downright obstinacy in compliment I make Mr. Lovelace, 
their eyes; and they argue, that at if I allow it to be Uiought, that! 
worst^ my aversion to Solmes is an ! do really prefer him to such a man 
aversion that may be easily sur-|ashim thevterrifjrmewith? Then, 
mounted , and ought to be sipr- 1 my Miss Howe [concluded I] ac- 
mounted in [duty to my father, cuses me of a tameness which sub- 
and for the promotion of family jects me to insults from my bro- 
▼iews. i^^: I will keep that dear friend 

iNe:i^t|^Although they build upon in my ^je ; and, for all these con- 
this [argument in order to silence sid^ations, try what a little of A^r 
me, i they seem not to believe me, spirit wi41 do — sit it ever so 
but treat me as di8;^acefully, as ' awkwardly upon me. ^ 
if I were in love with one of my j In this way of thinking , I wrote 
father*s footmen: — so that my to my brother and sister. This is 
conditional wilhngness to eive up my letter to him. 
Mr. Lovelace has procurca me no | 

favour. I Treated as I am treated, and, 

In the next place, I cannot but in a great measure, \i not wholly^ 
think, that my brother's antipathy by your instigations, brother, voa 
to Mr. Lovelace is far from being must permit me to expostulate 
well-grounded: the man*s inordi- , with you upon the occasion. It is 
nate passion for the sex is the not my intentian to displease y^^ 
crime that is always rung in my. in what I am going to write: 
cnurs: and a very great one, it is; yet I must deal freely with 
imk does D^ brother reeriHunate Tbe oocfwion calls for it. 
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' And permit me, in the first 
place, to remind yon, tiiat|I am 
joor sister^ and not.your servant; 
and that, therefore, the bitter re- 
▼ilings and passionate language 
brought me from you, upon an oc- 
casion iw which you have no right 
to prescribe to me, are neither 
worthy of my character to bear, 
nor of yours to offer. 

Put the cas^, that I were to 
marry the man you dislike; and 
that he were not to make a polite 
or tender husband , is that a rea- 
son for ^ou to be an unpolite and 
disobliging brother? — Why must 
you, sir, anticipate my misfor- 
tunes, were such a case to hap- 
pen? — Let me tell you plainly, 
that the man who could treat me 
as a wife, worse than you of late 
have treated me as & sister, must 
be a barbarous man indeed. 

Ask yourself, I pray you, sir, if 
you would thus hare treated your 
sister Bella, had she thought fit to 
receive the addressesi of the man 
so much hated by you? — If not, 
let me cautionr you, my brother, 
not to take your measures by 
what you think toill be borne , 
but rather by what ought to be 
offered. 

How would you take it, if you 
had a brother, who, in a like case, 
were to act by you , as you do by 
met — You cannot but remember 
what a laconic answer you jgave 
even to my father, who recom- 
mended to you Miss Nelly D'Oily 
— You did not like her, were your 
words : and that was thought suf- 
fioieat. 

You must needs think, that I 



cannot but know to whom to at- 
tribute my disgraeesi when I re^ 
collect my father's indulgence to 
me, in permitting me to decline 
several offers; ana to whom, that a 
common cause is endeavoured to 
be made, in favour of a man whose 
person and manners are more ex- 
ceptionable than those of any of 
the gentlemen 1 have been per- 
mitted to refuse. 

I offer not to compare the two 
men together: nor is there indeed 
the least comparison to be made 
between them. All the difference 
to the an«*« disadvantage, if I did; 
is but in one point — of the great- 
est importance, indeed — but to 
whom of mo«f importance? -^ To 
myself, surely, were I to encou- 
rage his application: — of the 
least to ^ou. Nevertheless, if you 
do^ not, by your strange politics^ 
unite tfiot man and -me as joint suf- 
ferers in one cause, you shall find 
me as much resolved to renounce 
him, as I am to refuse the other, I 
have made an overture to this pur- 
pose r I hope you will not give me 
reason to confirm my apprehen- 
sions, that it will be owing to you 
if it be|not accepted. 

It is a sad thing to have it to 
say, ' without being conscious of 
ever having given you cause of 
, offence , that I have in you a bro- 
ther, but not a friend. 
I Perhaps you will not cbh- 
descend to enter into the reasons 
of your late and present conduct 
with a foolish sister. But if poAf- 
teness, if civility, be not due to that 
character and to my sex, jus^ 
tice is. 
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Let me take the liberty fhrther 
to obsenre, that the principal end 
of a young man*8 education at the 
uniyersity, is to teach him to rea- 
son justijy and to subdue the 
violence of his passions. I hope, 
brother, that you |will not give 
room for anybody who knows us 
bdth, tocbhdude, that the toilet 
has taught the one more of the 
latter doctrine, than .the university 
has taught the other, I am truly 
sorry tonave cause to say, that! 
have heard it oftett remarked, 
that your uncontrolled passions 
are not a credit to your liberal 
education.^ 

1 hope, sir, that you will excuse 
the freedom I have taken with 
you: you have given me too much 
reason for it , and you have taken 
much greater with me, voiihout rea- 
soii: so if you are offended, you 
ongnt to look at the cause, and 
not at the effect : — then examin- 
ing yourself^ that cause will cea^se, 
And there will not be any where a 
more accomplished gentleman 
than my brother. 

Sisterly affection, I do assure 
you. sir, (unkihdly as you have 
used me) and not the pertness 
which of late you have oeen so 
a|>t to impute to me, is my motive 
in this hint Let me invoke your 
retumii^ kindness , my only bro- 
ther I And ^ ve me cause, I beseech 
you, to call| you my compassiona- 
ting friend. Fori am, and ever 
will be. 

Your affectionate sister, 
' ' Clasissa Haslows. 

'Thia is'my brothte^t answer. 
Clarina, I. 



TO laSS CLABISS1.HABL0WE. 

I KBowj there will be no end of 
your impertineipt scribble, if I 
don't write to ^ou* I write there- 
fore. But, witlioi;^t entering into 
argument with sQoh a conceited 
and pert preacher and queAtioner, 
it is, to torbid you to plague me 
with your quaint nonsense. I 
know not what wit in a wcman is 
good for, but to ^lake tier over- 
value herself, and despise eveiy 
other person.. Yours, Miss FerL 
has set you above your duty, ana 
above being taught or prescribed 
to, either by parents, or anybody 
else — But go on, Mis^: your mori-. 
tification will be the fireater; 
that*8 all, child. It shaUift ai^nize 
you, if I can make it so, so long as 
vou prefer that villainous Love- 
lace twho is justly hated by all 
your family) to every body. We 
see by your letter now (what we 
too justly suspected before) most 
evidently we see, the hold he has 
got of your forward heart. But 
the stronger the hold, the greater 
must be tne force (and you shall 
have enough of that) to tear such 
a ^miscreant firom it. In me • not- 
withstanding your saucy lectu- 
ring, and your saucy reflections 
before, yon are sure of a friend, as 
well as. of a brother, if it be not 
your own fault. But, if you will 
still think of such a wretch as 
thatLovelace, never expect either 
friend or brother in 

Ja. Harlowb. 

I will now give ^ou a f 
my letter to my sister; i 
•answer. 

9 
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r iNwfaati my dear sister, have I 
offended 70a, that instead of en- 
4eavoiiriu^ to soften mj father^s 
anger against me ^s 1 am sure I 
shonld- liaTe dene for jou, bad my 
.nnhapf»y ease been yours) yon 
should, in: so harcl-bearted a man- 
ner, join to aggravate not only 
his displeasure, out my mother s 
against me. Make but my case 
'your own, ray dear Belta: and 
suppose yon were eommanded to 
marry Mr. Lovelace (to wRem you 
are believed to have an anthpathy) 
would you not think it a very 
grievous injunction? — Yet can- 
not your dislike to Mr. Love face 
be greater than mine is to Mr. 
Solmes, Nor are love and hatred 
voluntary passions. 

My brother may perhaps think 
it. a proof of a manhj spirit^ to 
shew himself an utter stranger to 
the gentle passions. We have 
both heard nim boast, that he 
nevcrloved with distinction; and 
having predominating passions, 
and checked in his firRt attempt, 
perhaps he never wi IK It is the less 
wonder then, raw from the college, 
so lately himself the luloiedj tnat 
he should set up for a tutor, a pre- 
scriber to our gentle sex, whose 
taste snd manners are difitreatly 
formed : for what, according to his 
account, arecolleges,butc!a sesof 
tyrants, from the upper-students 
over the lower, and rromthemto 
the tutor? — That^e, with such 
masculine passions, should en- 
deaTOur to control and bear down 
ai^ unhappy sister, in a case where 
his aatip&tny, and give me leave 
to say his ambition, [once you 



would hare allowed the latter to 
be his fault] can be gratified by so 
doing, may not be quite so much 
to be wondered at — but that a 
sister should ^ve uj^ the cause of 
a sister, and join with him. to set 
her father and mother against her^ 
in a case that might have been her 
own. Indeed, my Bella, this is 
not pretty in you. 

Tnerewas a time that Mr. Love- 
la'ce was thought reclaimable,and 
when it was far from bein^ deemed 
a censurable view to hope to bring 
back. to the paths of . virtue and 
honour, a man of his sense and 
unders^ndiiig. I am far from 
wishing to make the e^eriment: 
but nevertheless I will say, that 
if I have not a regard for him, the 
disgraceful methods taken to 
compel me to receive! the adn 
dresses of such a man . asr Mr. 
Solmes , are enough to induce it. . 

Do you, my sister, for one mo- 
ment lay aside all prejudice, and 
compare the two men in their 
births, their educations, their t>er>^ 
sons, their understandings, tneir 
manners, their air, and their whole 
deportments ; and in their fortunes 
too, taking in reversions, and then 
judge of both; yet, as I have fre- 
quently offered, I wilt live single 
with all my heart, if that will 
do. 

I cannot thus live in displeasurd 
and disgrace. I would, if I could, 
oblige all my friendsi But will it 
hejustf wiW it he honest J to many 
a man I cannot endure? If I have 
not been used to oppose the vrill 
of my father, but have always de- 
.lighted ^4>btige and obey, judge 
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of the strength of my antipathy, 
bv the painful opposition I am 
oDllged to make, and cannot 
help it 

Pity then , my dearest Bella, 
my sister, my friend , my compa- 
nion, mv adviser, as you used 
to beiwnen I was happy ^ and 
plead for 

Tour ever-affectionate, 
> CL HxBLOtvk: 

TO lins CLABISSA siBtOWK. 

LsT it be pretty or not pretty in 
your wise opiuion, I sfisiil speak 
my. mind, I wilt assure yoU , both 
of yolvaiid ydlu' conduc^t iii rela- 
tion to this detested Lovelace. 
You are a foiid foolish girl with 
all your wisdom. Your letter 
ehiews that enough in twenty 
places. And as to your cant of 
living single , nobody will believe 
you. This is one of your felclies to 
avoid complying with your duty, 
Itnd the will of the most indulgent 
paiehts m the world, as yours 
naV^ beeu to you, I am sure — 
though now they see themselves 
iiniely requited for it. 

We all, indeed, once thought 
your temper soft and amiable: 
out why was it? You never was 
eontriidicted before. You had al- 
ways your own. way. But no 
sooner do you meet with opposi- 
tion in your wishes to throw your- 
self away upon a vile rake, but 
you shew what you are. You 
cannot love Mr. Solmes ! that's the 
pretence: but sistar, sister, let me 
t6'l you, that is because Lovelace 
has got into your fond heart : «^ A 
-inretch hated^. justly hatedf bj iis 



all ; and who has dipped his hands 
in the blood of your orother. Yet 
Aim you would make our relation, 

j would you? 

I I hfive no patience with you. bat 

! for putting the case of my Hldng 
such . a vile wretch as him. As to 

,the encouragement you pretend 
he received formerly from all our 
ftunily, it was before we knew him 
to be so vile: and the proofs tibat 
had such force upon us , ought to 
have had some upon you: — and 
would, had you not been a foolish, 

I forward girl; as on this occasion 

' every body sees you are. 

how you run dut in favour of 
the wretch! — His birth, his edu-- 
oation^ his person, his uiiderstand* 
ing, his manners, his air, his for- 
tune — reversions too taken in to 
augment the surfeiting catalogue! 
What a fond string of lovesick 
praises is here ! and yetyou would 
live single — Yes, I warrant!' When 
so many imaginary perfections 
dance before your dazzled eye! 
Butin'o more — I only desire, tnat 
you will not, while you seem to 
nave such an opinion of your wit. 
think every one else a ifool; ana 
that you can at pleasure, by your 
whining flourishes, make us all 
dance after your lead. 

Write as often as you will, this 
shall be the last answer or notice 
you shall have upon this subject 
from 

Ababella Hablowx. 

1 had in readiness a letter for 
each of my uncles, and meeting in 
the earden a servant of my unde 
Harlowe, I gave them to hiip 

9« 
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deliver according to their re- 
fjpective directions. If I am to 
form a judgment by the answers 1 
have received from my brother 
and isister, as above, I must not, I 
doubt, expect anv good from those 
letters. But when I have tried 
every expedient, I shall have the 
less to blame mvself for, if any 
thing unhappy should fall out. 1 
will send you copies of both, when 
I shall see what notice they will 
be thought worthy of, if of any. 

LETTER XXX. 
Miaa Ofairlflsa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Sanday nigbt, March 12. 

This man, this Lovelace, gives 
me great uneasiness. Ue is ex- 
tremely bold and rash. He was 
this afternoon at our church — In 
hopes to see me, I suppose: And 
yet, if he had such hopes, his usual 
mtelligence must have failed him. 

Shorey was at church; and a 
principal part of her observation 
was upon his haughty and proud 
behaviour when he turned round 
in the pew where he sat, to our 
family pew. My father and both 
my uncles were there; so were my 
mother and sister. My brother 
happily was not They all came 
home m disorder. Nor did the 
congregation mind any-body but 
him ; it being his first appearance 
there, since the unhappy ren- 
counter. 

What did the man come for, if 
he intended to look challenge and 
defiance, as Shorey says he did, 
and as others, it seems, thought 

he did, as weU as she? Did he 

C 



coine for my sake; and, by be- 
having in such a mknner to those 
present of my family , imagine he 
was doing me either service or 

Eleasure?-^ He knows how they 
ate him : nor will he take pains, 
would pains do, to obviate their 
hatred. 

You and I, my dear , have often 
taken notice of his pride; and you 
have rallied him upon it; and in- 
stead of exculpating, himself, he 
has owned it: and by owning it he 
had thought he has done enough. 
For my own part, I thought 
pride in his case an improper 
subject for raillery. People of 
birth and fortune to be proud, is 
so' needless, so mean a vice! If 
theydeservereBpeei^ihey will have 
it|, without requiring it. In other 
words, for persons to endeavour to 

fain respect by a haughty be- 
aviour, is to give a proof that 
they mistrust their own merit: to 
make confession that they know 
that their actions will not attract 
it — Distinction or quality may 
be prided in by those to whom 
distinction or quality la Knew thing. 
And then the reflection and con- 
tempt which such bring upon 
themselves by it, is a counter- 
balance. 

Such added advantages too, as 
this man has in his person and 
mien : learned also, as they say he 
is: — Such a man to be haugnty, 
to be imnerioust — The lines of 
his own nice at the isame time con- 
demning him' — how wholly in- 
excuseable! . — Proud of '^hat?' 
Not of doing well: the only/u^ft/E- 
able pride. -^ Proud ef exterior ad- 
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vaAtagesI — must iiot one. be led 1 1 believe, Have hated ^*m, had she 



by Buch a stop ^^or/ pride, aslmay j not been.6icf tp hate him ; and had 
call it, in him or her who has it, to jit not been for the reneonnter 
mistrust the interior f Some people ; between him and her only son, • 
' may indeed be afraid , that if they | Dr. Lewen was at church ; and 
did not assume, they would be i observing, as everv'one else did, 
trampled upon. A very narrow i the disoraer into which Mr. Love- 
fear, nowever, since they trample lace*s appearance had put all our 
u^on' themselves, who can fear family, was so good as to engage 
this. But this inan must be secure, him m conversation, when the 



that humility would be an orna- 



ment to him. I gone to their coaches. 



He has talents indeed : but those 
talents and his personal ad- 
vantages have been snares to him. 
It is ;pain they have. And this 



service was over, till they were all 



My uncles had my letters in the 
morning. They, as well as my 
father, are more and more incensed 
against me, it seems. Their 



shews, that, weighed in ah equal answers, if they vouchsafe to 



balance, he wouldbefound greatly 
wanting* 

Had nfyifnendsconfided, as thev 
did at first, in that discretion which 
they dp no t accuse me of being 



answer me^ ^ill demonstrate, 
doubt not , the unseasonableness 
of this rash man's presence at our 
church. 
They are angry also^ as I under- 



defective in,. I dare say I should) standi with my mother 4 for re- 
bave found him out: and then | turning his compliment. What an 
should have been as resolute to , encfmy is hatred, even to the corn- 
dismiss Mniy as I was to dismiss mon forms of civility! which, 
others , and as I am never to have . however , more distinguish the 
Itfr. Solmes, O that they did h\xt payer of a compliment than the 
know my heart! — It shall sooner receiver. But thev: all see,' they 
burst , than voluntarily , uncom- ^ say , that there is but one way; to 
polled, undriven, dictate a mea- put an end to his insults. . So I 
sure that shall cast a slur either shall suffer; and in what will the 
upon them or upon my sex. i rash man have benefited himself, 

Excuse me, my dear friend, fbr or mended his prospects? . 
these grave «»mo7tite«, as I may rl 'I am extremely apprehensive 
call them. How have I run from that this worse than ghost-iV^® 
reflection to reflection \ — But the appearance of his, bodes some still 
occasion is recent — they^ are all bolder step. It he come Mther 
in. commotion below upon it. (and very desirous he is 01 my 

Shorev says, tiiatMr. Lovelace leavA to come) , I am afraid there 
watchea my m6ther*s fye, and will be-murdcr.: -To avoid that^ if 
bowed to her:^ and she returned there were tio othet way , I #6ttM 
the. compliment . He idwavs ad-^ most willingly be buried alive, 
mired my mother. She would not, They are all in consult^^ 
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ttpon my letters, I suppose. — So 
they were in the momine; which 
occasioned my uncles to be at our 
church. I will send you the copies 
of those letters, as I promised in 
my last, when I see whether I can 
gvre you their answers with them. 
This letter is all ~ I cannot tell 
what — the effect of apprehension 
and displeasure at the man who 
has occasioned ^ly apprehensions. 
Six lines would hbive contained all 
that is in it to the purpose of my 
story. ' Cl. H. 

[See p. 140, for Mr, Lovelace's 
account of his behaviour and inten- 
tions in Ms appearanqe at their 
church,] 



IiBTTER XXSI. 
Mr. LoTQlaeeto John Belford, Bsq. 



The lady's malevolent tirother 
b^as now ,^ as I told tliee at M. Hall, 
introduced another man; the most 
umpromising in his person and 
qualities , the most formidable in 
his offers that has yet appeared. 

This man has by his proposals 
captivated every soul of the Har- 
Ipwes ^ Soul! aid I say — There 
is not a soul among them but my 
charmer's: and she, withstanding 
them all, is actually confined, an? 
otherwise maltreated by a father 
the most gloomy and positive ; at 
the instigation of a brother the 
most arrogant and selfish — But 
thou knowest their characters; 
and I will not therefore sully my 
paper with them. 

B * 



ut is it not a confounded thing 
to be in love with one, who is the 
daughter, the sister, the niece,. of 
a family I.must eternally despise? 
Monday, March 13. 'And, the devil of it > that love Id- 
In yain dost thou* and thy com- ' creasing with her — what shall I 

feers press me to go to town, while call it? — 'Tis not scorn: — 'ti9 
am m such an uncertainty ad I not pride;, — ^tis not the iosolenee 
am in at present with this proud of an adored beauty: — but 'tis to 
beauty. All the ground I have vzV/u^, it seems, that my difficulties 
hitherto gained with her, is are owiAg ; and 1 pav for not being 
entirely owing to her concern for a sly sinner, an hypocrite; for 
tiiesaroty of people whom I have being regardless of my reputation; 
reason to hate. for permitting slander to open its 

. Write then, thou biddest me, if mouth against me. But is it ne- 
I will not come: that, indeed^ I cessary for such a one as I, who 
can do; and as well without a sub- have been used to carry all before 
. ject as with one. And what follows me, upon my own terms — I , who 
shall be a proof of it. " never inspired a fear^that had not 

' ,^ ' ' . _ a discernibly predominant ijiiixture 

• These gentlemen aflleeted wlwt they ^f i^ ^ in J*, to bp an hvnoi*ritA? 

called the Roman style (to wit, the (Am "' lOve m 4i; , W) pe an nypocriie r 

and the thou) in their letters : and it was — W ell says the poCt : 

■n agreed rale with them, to take in 

good part whatever freedoms they treated He who eeems virtaons does bttt'ftMfa 

•a^ other with, if the passai^es were part.; .... 

written in that style. ' And shews not his ownnatore, but his art. 
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Well, butitaeemsl must prar/tjre what I fLadiayaeV now ^ I cannot 
for this art, if I would succeed with say that I was ever in love before, 
this truly admirable creature ; but What was it then, dost thou ask 
why practise for it? — Cannot I me, since the disappointment had 
md^ed reform? -r- I have but one such effects upon me, when I found 
vice; — have I, Jack? — Thdu myself jilted, that I was hardly 

" " ' ~ rii 




,a cursed deceiver ; for it has many ago : — it was — E^ad, Jack, I can 

andmany a time imposed upon its hardly tell what it was — But a 

.master^^ilcwfer, didlsay? That vehement aspiration after a no- 

am I not now; nor have I been velty, I thinks Those confounded 

from the moment I beheld this poets , with their tetrenely celes- 

ui^el of a womiein. Prepared tial descriptions, did as much with 

indeed as I was by. her character me as the lady: they fired my 

before I saw her: for what a mind imagination, and set me upon a 

'must that be, which though not desire to become a goddess-maker. 

virtuous itself, admires not virtue I must needs try my new-fledged 

in another? — My visit to Arabella, pinions in sonnet, ele^, and 

.owing to a mistake of the sisters,* madrigal. I must have a Cynthia, 

into which, as thou hast heard me a Stella, aSacharissa, as well as 

say. I was led by the blundering the best of them: darts andflkmes, 

joncie^ whp >fa8 to introduce me and the devil fknows what, must I 

(but lately come from abroad) tO' sive to my Cupid. I must create 

thelcItVtW/^, as I thought; but, in- beauty, and place it where no bo Ay 

stead of Iier , carried me to a mere else could find it: and manyatime 

mortal. And much (lifficulty had have 1 been at a loss for a subject y 

I, so fond and forward m)r lady! when my new created goddess Has 

, to get off without forfeiting all been kiuder than it was pro^^^rfor 

'with a family that I intended my plaintive sonnet that she 

. flbould give me a goddess. j should be. 

{have boasted that I was once] Then I had a vanity oi another 
in love before: — and indeed I sort in my passion: I found myself 
'tiiouffht I was. It was in m^ early well received among the women 
manhood — with that quahty jilt,* in general; and I thought it a 
whose infidelity I have vowed to | pretty lady -like tyranny [I was 
revenge upon as many of the sex' then very young, and veir vain!] 
as shall: come into m-y power. I' to single out some one of the sex, 
believe^, in diffeiipnt climes, I have ' to make "half a «cor6 jealous. And 
alreiady sacrificed an hecatomb to' I can tell thee, it had its effect: ''^- 
my Nemesis, in pursuance of this 'many an eye have I mad 
vow. But upon recollecting what 'sparkle with rival indigr 
IwasfAen, and comparing it with ' many a cheek glow; anc 
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many a fiui hare I caiued to be;of what a Hutn is aaswoable for 
fiiapped at a sister -beaafy; ac-i the abase of, and has no merit in 
companiedinth reflection perhaps I the right use of^ is tonstnity like the 
at beeiog seen alone with a wud jay, in borrowed plamace. 



yoong fellow who conld not be in 



In. short, Jack, it was more pride 
than love, as I nowfind it, thiUpat 



But to return to my nir jilt — I 



private with both at once. could not bear, that a woman, who 



was the first that had boond me 
jn silken fetters [they were not inm 



me upon making such a con- 4|nes, like those I now. weaij should 



founded rout about losing this 
noble Tarletess. I thought she 
lored me at least as well As I be- 
lieved I belored her: nay, I had 
the vanity to suppose she could not 
help it My^ fnends were pleased 
with my choice. They wanted me 



Sefer a coronet to me: and when 
e bird was flown, 1 set more value 
'upon it than when I had it safe jn 
my cage , and coiald visit it when 
I pleaMO. 

But now am I mdee^in love. I 
can think of nothing, of nobody, 



to be snackled : for early did they ||but the divine Clarissa IJarlowe — 
doubt my morals as to the sex. | £rar/oto«/ — How that hated word 
Thejr saw, that the diwcing, the, sticks in my^ throat — But I shall 
singing,^ toe musical ladies were give her for it th^ name, of love*i 

all fond of my company : for who ci«rlM»l O there', miuie in fke tune, 
[lam m a humour to be vam, IjThat, aoft'oingiaetoiafimttendeniefls, 
think — for who] danced, who p''^*^ "^y ^wtt spring uke the lint 
sung, who touched the string, leap, of life » 

whatever the instrument, with a But couldst thou have believed 
better grace than thy friend ? J that I, who think Itpossiblefor me 
I have no notion ofplayingihe to favour as much as lean befa^ 



knowledges. Such praise-begging could adopt thos^ over tender Imes 
hvpocrisy! Such affectedly dis- of Otwayr 
claimed attributes! Such con- 1 I check myself, and.leaving the 
temptible praise - traps I — But j three first lines of the following, of 
yet, shall my vanity extend onlv I Dryden to the family of die 
to peraoncds , such as the graceful- 1 whmers , find the workings of the 
ness of dress, my debonnaire, and passion in my stormy soul better 
my assurance — Self-taught, self- expressed by the three last: 
acquired, these! - For mj pavtg^ j^^^^ ^„i^„, ^^^^ ^^„ y«ioa.iy in- 
I value not myself upon them, .pire: 

Thou wilt say 1 have no cause. -^ He .tin in gentle Mture. gentle ilrei J 
Perhans not ♦ hiif \f\ had anv tWxntr ^*« **"*• ^ fnoeA.e on tbe altar laid. 

x-ernaps noi. putiiinaaany imng ^^ j,^ ^j^^^^ tempeitwon. poni* in- 
valuable as to mtellectuals, those vade: 
are not my own'; and[to be proud « iioveiaoe. 
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A ire wbleh eTery wlndypaasion blowi ; 
'WKli pride it nioiuiU , and with revenge 
it glowa. 

And with revenge it shall glow! 
— For, dost thou think y that if it 
were not from the hope , that this 
atapid family are all combined to 
do my work for me, I would bear 
their insults? — Is it possible to 
imagine, that I would.be braved 
as I am braved, threatened as I am 
threatened, by those who are 
afiraid to see me; and by this 
brutal brother too, to whoml^ave 
a life [a life, indeed^ not worth my 
taking I] ; had I not a greater pride 
in knowing, that by means of his 
Vexy spy upon me, I am playing 
him off as I please; cooling or in- 
flaming his violent passions as 
may best suit my purposes; per- 
mitting 60 much to be revealed of 
my life and actions, and intentions, 
as may give him such a confidence 
in his double-faced agent, as shall 
enable me to dance his employer 
upon my own wires ? 

This it is that makes my pride 
mount above mv resentment. By 
this engine, whofc. springs I am 
continually oilioff^^I play them all 
off. The Dusy old tarpaulinuncle 
I make but my ambassador to 
queen Annabella Howe, to engage 
ner (for example daJ^e to her prin- 
cessly daughter) to join in their 
Clause, and to assert aii authority 
they are resolved, right or wrong, 
(or I could do nothing) to main- 
tain. 

. And what my motive, dost t^ou 
ask ? No leHs than this , , that jny 
beloved shall fin^ no'i)f<)tection 
out of my fan^y I foiB, if I know 



hers, fly she must, or have the man 
she hates. This, therefore, i£l 
take my measures right, and my 
familiar fail me not, willsecureher 
mine in spite of them all; in spite 
of her own inflexible heart: mine, 
without condition; without refor- 
mation promises; . without the 
necessity of a siege of years, p€|r» 
haps; and to be even then, after 
wearing the guise of merit-doubt- 
ing hypocrisy, at an uncertainty, 
upon a probation unapproved of 

— Then shall I have all tne rascals 
and rasealesses of the family come 
creeping to me : I prescribrag to 
me; and .bringing that soroidly 
imperious brother to. kneel at the 
foot stool of my. throne. 

All mv,fear arises from the lit^e 
hold I. have in the heart of this 
charming frost- piece: such a con- 
stant glow upon her lovely fea* 
tures: eyes so sparkling: limbs so 
divinely turned: healw so florid: 
youth so blooming : air so animated 

— To have an heart so impene- 
trable: a^d /, the hitherto suc- 
cessful Lovelace, the addresser. — 
How can it be? Yet there are 
people, and I have talked with 
some of them, who remember that 
she was Ifdrn. Her nurse Norton 
boasts 01 he^ ^latemal offices in 
.her earlie^st infi^ncy; and in her 
I education ^rac/a/tin. . So there, is 
I full proof, that she came not from 
I above all at oi)ce au aqgel! how 

th^n can she b^'so impenetrable? 
^ut here*s her mistake ; nor will 
s)ie be cured of it — She.takes t)ie 
man sh^ calls her father [her mn. 
ther hkd^ been faultless, h* 
not be'i^h her father's wif 
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takes the men she cidlslier uncles; 
the fellow she calls her brother; 
and the poor contemptible she calls 
her sister; to^ her father, to be 
her uncles, her brother, her sister; 
and that, as sach, sne owes to 
some of 1 hem reverence, to others 
respectj let them treat her ever so 
cruelly I — Sordid ties! — Mere 
cradle prejudices I For had they 
not been imposed upon her by na- 
ture, when she was in a perverse 
humour, or could she have chosen 
her relations, would any of these 
hf^ve been among them? 

How my heart rises at herpre- 
ference of them to me; when she is 
convinced of their injustice to me! 
convinced, that the alliance would 
do honour to them all — herself 
excepted; to whom every one 
owes honour; and from whom the 
most jprincely family might re- 
ceive it But how much more will 
my heart rise with indignation 
against her, if I find she hesitates 
but one moment (however perse- 
cuted) about preferring me to the 
man she avowedly hates! But 
she cannot sure^ be so mean as to 
purchase her peace with them at 
so dear a rate. She cannot give a 
sanction to projects formed in ma- 
lice . and founded in a selfishness 
(ana that at her own expense) 
which she has spirit enough to de- 
spise in others; and ought to dis- 
avow, that we may not think her a 
Harlowe. 

By this incoherent ramble thou 
wilt gather, that I am not likely 
to come up in haste; since I must 
endeavour first to obtain some as- 
surance from the beloved of my 



soulf thatlshallnotbesacrifloed 
tosuchawi^etchasSolmes! Woe 
be to the fair-one, if ever she be 
driven into my power (for I despair 
of a voluntary impulse in my fa- 
vour) and I find a difficulty in ob- 
taining this security. 

That her indifference to me is 
not owing to the superior liking 
she has for any other, is what rivets 
my chains : buttake cate, fair-one : 
take care, thou most exaked of 
female minds, and loveliest of per- 
sons, how thondebasest thyself by 
encouraging such a competition 
as thj sordid relations have set on 
foot m mere malice to me I — Thou 
wilt say I rave. And so I do : 

Perdition catch my soul, but I do lore 
her. 

Else, could I bear the perpetual 
revilingsof her implacable family ? 

— Elscy could I basely creep about 

— not her proud father*s house :— 
but his paddock — and garden- 
wfdls? — Yet (a quarter of a mile 
distance between us^ not hoping 
to behold the least glimpse other 
shadow? — Elscy %ouId I think 
myself ^repaid, amply repi^id, if 
the fourth, fifth, or sixth mid- 
night stroll, through unfrequented 
paths, and over briery enclosures, 
affords me ft few cold lines: the 
even expected purport only to let 
me know, that she values the most 
worthless family, more than she 
values me : and that a%^ wOuld tiot 
write at ail , but to induce mfs.to 
bear insults, which un-man me to 
b^ar? My lodging in the int^- 
mediate way^ at a wretched. ale- 
house; disguised like an inniate 
of it: accommodations eqnaJly 
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justice of the muversal voice in lier 
favour. 



vile^ as those I met with in my 
Westphalian journey. *Tis well, 
that the necessity for all this arises 
not from scorn and'tvrannvl but 
is first imposed unon nerseli. 

But was ever nero in romance 
(fighting with giants and dragons 
excepted) called upon to harder! 

trials? — Fortune and family, and Have I liked aeveral women. Kerer My, 
rATrimii'nfiai^ (Tfon^oni. /v« m v With SO ftill 8oa1 , but Bome defect in her 



Full mvof a lady 

IVe ey*d with best regard; and many a 

time 
The harmony of their tongues bath into 

bondage 
Brought my too diligent ^«r. F«r Mfreral 

virtues 



reversioilaiy grandeur on my 
side! such a wretched fellow my 
competitor? ~ Must I not be de- 
plorably in love, that can go 
through these difSculties^ en- 
counter these contempts? — By 
iny soul, I iam half-ashamed of 
myself: t, who am perjured too, 
b^ priority of obligation, if I am 
faithful to any woman in the 
world! . 

^ And yet, why say I , I am half- 
ashamed? — Is it not a glory to 
love lier whom every one who sees 
her. either loves or reveres, or 
botn? Drydensays^ 



Did quarrel with the noblest grace she 

ow*d , 
And put it to the foil. But shel — O she! 
So perfect and so peerless is 'created, 
Of every creature's best. SHiYBUj^sABX. 

Thou art curious to ^ow, if I 
have not started a new ^ame? If 
it^Jbe-^ssible for so ivdiversal a 
lover to D^ confined so long to one 
object? Thou knowest nothing of 
this charming creature, that 
thou canst put such questions to 
me; or thinkest thou knowest me 
better than thou dost. All that's 
excellent in her sex is this lady I — 
Until by matrimonial, or equal 



*Tls. in no 



mind. 



but in the loyer's 



,— «^ #, .. V -. ,j intimacies, I have found her /e«ff 

Tli..«u. af.lore ««i ...T-.b, M.l(»<d: ,^„ ^^^^^'j^ ^ j^nossibleto think 

of any other. Then there are sp 
man;^ stimulatives to such a spirit 
as mme in this affair, besides love|: 
such a field of stratagem and con- 
trivance, which thou knowest to 
be the delight of mv heart. Then 
the rewarding end of all! — To 
carry off such a girl as this, in 
spite of all her watchful and im- 
placabld friends; and in spite of a 
prudence and reserve that I never 
met with in any of the sex! — 



•p— And CSowley thus addresses 
besaty as a mere imaginary : 

Beauty! thou wild fitntastic ape, 

Who dost in evVy country change thy 

shape : 
Here black; there brown;, here tawny; 

and there white! 
Thoti flattVer, who comply *st with every 

sight.' 
Who- hast no certain what, nor where* 

Bat both these , hail they l>e6h her 



contemjporaries, knd known her,! What a triumph! — What a 
woc^ld have confessed themselves tritimph over tne whole sex! - 
mistaken: and, taking together And then such a revenge to * 
person , mind , and oehaviour, tify : which is only at present 
woqM have acknowledged the tically reined in, eventua 



140 



THB HISTO&Y OF 



«?^ 



break forth with mater fury — 

Is it possible, thinkest thov, that 

there can be room for a thought 

that 18 Jkot of her , and devoted to 

her? 

* « « 

By the advices I have this mo- 
ment received, I have reason to' 
think, that I shall have occasion | 
for thee here. Hold thyself in 
' readiness to come down upon the 
first summoiUL 

LetBelton, and Mowbray, and 
Tonrville, likewise prepare them- 
selves. I have a great mind to 
contrive a method to send J&mes 
Harlowe to taravel for improve- 
ment. Never was there |i booby- 
squire that more wanted it. Con- 
'trive it, dldlsAy? I h&ve already 
contrived it ; coura I but put up it in 
execution without being suspected 
to have a hand in it. This I am 
resolved upon; if t have not his 
sister, I will have hi^. 

But be this as it may, there is a 
. present likelihood of room for 
glorious mischief. A Confederacy 
' pad been for some time formed 
{gainst m^; but the uncles and 
the nephew are now to be double- 
servanted [nn^le servanted they 
were before]; and those servants 
are to be doubte armed when they 
attend their masters abroad. This 
indicates their ^resolute enmity to 
me, and as resolCtte favour to 
Solmes. 

The reinifbrced orders 'for this 
hostile apparatus are owing it 
seems to a visit I made yesterday 
to their church — A good pladel 
thought to begin a reconciliation 
in; supposing the. heads of the 



family to be christians, and. that 
they meant something by their 
praters. My hopes were to have 
an invitation (or, at least, to gain 
a pretence) to accompany home 
the gloomy sire; and so ^et an op- 
portunity to see my goddess: for 
I believe they durst not but be 
civil to me, at least. But they 
were filled with terror it seems at 
niy entrance; a terror they could 
not get over. I saw it indeed in 
their countenances: and that they 
all expected something extraordi- 
nary to follow. — Anaso«it should 
have done, had I been more sure 
than I am of their daughter's fa- 
vour. Yet not a hair of any bf 
their stupid heads do I intend to 
hurt. 

You shall all have your direc- 
tions in writing, if there be occa- 
sion. But after all, I dare say 
there will be no need but to shew 
your faces in my company. 

Such faces never could four men 
shew -<* Mowbray's so fierce and 
so fighting: Belton's so pert and 
so pimply: Tourville's so fair and 
so fojipish : thine so rough and so 
resodute: and / your leader! — 
What hearts, although meditating 
hostility, must those be wbiqh we 
Gihall not appal ?v— Each manoc- 
easionally attended by a servant 
or two, long ago . chosen . for 
qualities resembling those of his 
master. ■ ^ ■ 

Thus, Jack, as thpu desurest, 
have I written. —/Written upon 
something; upon nothing; «pon 
revenge , which I. love ; upon love, 
which I hate, heartil^ hate, be- 
cause His my master: atxd'upon 
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the devil knows what besides: — 
for looking back, I am amazed at 
the length of it. Thou may est 
read it: /would not for a king's 



I can or cannoMive happily with 
him? 

Should it be ever so un!\ajypilyj 
will it be prudence to complain, or 



tansom — But so as I do hut write, I appeal? If it were, to whom could 
thou sayest thou wilt be pleased. 1 1 appeal with effect against a hus- 
Be pleased then. I com mane^i band? And would not the invin- 
thee to be pleased: if not for the cible and avowed dislike I have 
writer's or written sake, for thy 'for him at setting out^ seem to 



Tford*8 sake. And so in the royal 
style (for am I not likely to be thy 
kin^ and tl\y emperor in the great 
affair before us?) I bid thee very 
heartily Farewell. 



LETTER XZXn. 
MIm CUurUsa HarloWe to Mias Howe. 

Taefeday, Uareh 14. 

I BOW send you copies of m^ 
letters to my uncles: with their 
answers. Be pleased to return the 
latter by the nrst deposit. 1 leave 
them for you to make remarks 
upon, /shall make none. 

TO JOHir HARLOWB, BSQ. 



Sat. March It., 

Allow me, my honoured second 
papa, as in my happy days vou 



justify any ill usage from him, in 
thai state ^ were I to be ever so ob- 
servant of him? And if I were to 
be at all observant of him., it must 
be from fear, not love. 

Once more, let me repeat, that 
this is not a small point to eive up: 
and that it is for life. Why, I 
pray you, good sir, should 1 be 
made miserable for life J Why 
should I be deprived ot all com- 
fort, but that which the hope that 
it would be a very short one, would 
afford me? 

Marriage is a very solemn en- 
gagement, enough to make a 
young creature's heart ache , with 
vb&hesi prospects, when she thinks 
seriously of it! — To be given up 
to a strange man; to be engrafted 
into a strange 'family; to give up 
her very name , as a mark of her 



taught me to call you ,«to implore | becoming his absolute and de- 
your interest with my papa, to pendent property; to be obliged 
engage him to dispense with a|to prefer this strange man to 
command, which , if insisted upon, | father, mother — to everybody : — 
will deprive me of mjr free-will, 'and his humours to all her own — 
and make me miserable for my Or to coillend perhaps, in breach 
whole life. I of a vowed duty, for every in- 

For my whale lifel Jet me re- nocent instance of free-will — To 
peat: is that a small point, niylgo no whither; to make acquaint- 
dear ancle , to give up ? Am not / ance ; to give up acqua^intance ; to 
to live with the man? Is any body [renounce even tne strictest friend- 
else? Shall I not therefore be al- ships perhaps; aUat his pleasure 
lowed to judge fotrmyself, whether whether she think it reason^le ^ 
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P.S. For the rest I refer to my 
brbtli^r Antony. 

TO AHT0II7 aiKLOWVy SSa* 
hovouriId sib, Saturday, Siareb 11. 

■As you have thought fit to fa- 
vour Mr. Solmes with your parti- 
cular recommendation, and was 
very earnest in his behalf, ranking 
him (as you told me , upon intro- 
ducing nim to me) among your 
select j&iends ; and expecting my 
regards to him accordingly; I beg 
your patience , whilelofller a few 



things, out of many that I could there is one whom I do love? 



offer to your serious consideration, 
on occasion of his address to me, if 
I am to use that word. 

1 am charged with prepossession 
in another person's favour. You 
will be pleased, sir, to remember, 
that till my brother returned from 
Scotland, that other person was 
not absolutely discouraged, nor 
was I forbid to receive his visits. 
I believe it will not be pretended, 
that in birth, education, or per- 
sonal endowments , a companson 
can be made between the two. 
And only let me ask you, sir, if the 
one would have been thought of 
for me, had he noi made such 
offers, asuj^onmy word, Ithink^ 
lovLsixtnot injustice to accept of, 
nor ^ to propose: offers, which if 
Ae had not made, I daresay, my 
papa would not have required 
them of him. 

But the one, it seems, has many 
faults: -^ Is the other faultless* — 
Tlie principal thine objected to 
Mr. Liovelace (ana a very in- 



other in his hatreds? — H«r» as I 
may say, in his loves too (the ob- 
ject only differingj, if the lave of 
money be tfie root of all emL 

But, sir, if I am prepossessed. 
what has Mr. Solmes to hope for? 
— Why should he persevere? 
What must I think of the man who 
would wish me to. be his wife 
against my inclination? — And is 
it not a very harsh thing for my 
friends to desire to see me married 
to one 1 cannot love, when they 
will not be persuaded but tlutt 



Treated as 1 am, no wis the time 
for me to speak out or never. — • 
Let me review what it is Mr. 
Solmes depends upon on this oc- 
casion. Does he believe, that the 
disgrace which I suffer on his 
account, will give bin) a merit with 
me? Does he think to win my 
esteem, through my uncle's stem* 
ness to me ; by my brother's con- 
temptuous usage; by my sister's 
unkmdness; by being aenied to 
visit, or be visited; and to ccm*- 
respond with my chosen ^iend^ 
although a person of unexception- 
able honour and prudence , and of 
my own jsex ; my servant to betom 
from me , and another servant set 
over me; to be confined, like a 
prisoner, to narrow and disgrace- 
ful limits, in order avowedly to 
mortify me, and to break my spi- 
rit ; to be turned out of that family 
management which I loved^ and 
ha(t the jgreater pleasinre in it. 
because it was an ease, as I 
thought, to my mamma, and what 



excusable one) is, that he is im-jmy sister chose not; and yet, 
mend in his loves — is not the: though time haoffslwaTTapcmmr 
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rds, to lie 80 put out of my I hope I ihall not incur yoQ? 
(M)ar&e, that I have as little in* greater displeasore, if I say, what 
inclination as liberty to pursue any all who know me have reason to 
of my choice delights? — Are think (and some have upbraided 
these stei>snece8sai7to reduce me me for), that I despise those mo« 
toa level so low', as to make me a tives. Dear, dear sir. what are 
fit wife' fbr^ this man 7"^ Yet these setttements to one wno has ay 
are all he can have to trust to — much of her own as she wiriiest 
and if his reliance ^on these for?.-"- Who has more in her dvrtk 
measures, I would have him to power, as a single person, tbanii 
know, that he mis^en;eei(:ne««. is probable she would be perantted 
and gentleness of disposition for, to nave ather disposal, as a wife f 
sermuty and baseness of heart. — Whose expenses and ambition 

I beseech you, sir, to let the na- are moderate; and who, if she had 
tural tur^ and bent of hfs mind superfluities, would rather dis* 
and m^ mind be considered: what pense them to the necessitous, 
are his qualities ^ by which he than lay them by her useless? If 
trould hope to win my esteem? -^ then such narrow motives have so 
Dear, dear sir, if 1 am to be com- little weight with me for my oiofi 
pellea, let it be in favour of a man benefit, snail the remote and on- 
that can iread and write — that certain view of family •aggrandize* 
C9si teach me something r for what ments, and that in the person of 
a husband must that man inake, my brother and his descendants, be 
who cando nothinj^butcommand; thought sufficient to influence met 
and needs himself the instruction H^ the behaviour of that bro- 
he should be qualified to give ? ther to me of late , or his consider- 

I may be conceited, sir; 1 may atjon for the family (which had 
be vain of my little reading; of my so little weight with him, that he 
writing; as of late I have more could choose to hazard a life sO 
than once been told I am ^- But, justly precious as an only son's, 
sir, the more unequal the proposed rather than not gratify passions 
tnatch, if so; the better opinioil I which he is above attempting tp 
have of myself, the worse I must subdue, and, give me leave to say^ 
have of him; and the more unfit has been too much indulged in, 
are we for each other. either with regard to his own good, 

Indeed, sir, I must say, I thought or the peace of any body relate'cf to 
my friends had put a higher value him ; has his behaviour, I say), de- 
upon me. My brother pretended served of me in particular, *that I 
once, that it was pwing to such should make a sacrifice of my 
Value, that Mr. Lovelace s address temporal (and, who knows? of my 
waa prohibited^ —7 Can this be; eternal) happiness, topro^'**-* • 
and such a man as' Mr. Solmes be pfan formed upon cAimr 
mtended for me? * least UDontfn/tZre/yconti 

As to his' ^posed setflements, sis 1^91 undertake to der 
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Jfljnay'be pennitte4 to (examine i man as Mr.Lovelaee.in the woHd, 
Ijjpr-,/ i . . r r- J ^^^^ ^^^ j^^^^ j^^ Solmes. It 

I atai afraid yon will condemn is necessary, in some one of iny 



Iny warmttiV.bat does not tiie oc* 
jeasion require it? To the want of 
a greater degree of earnestness in 
my opposition, it seemsJt is owing, 
IQiat such advances nave been 



letters to my dear friends, that! 
should write so clearly as to put 
this matter out' of all doubt: and 
to whom canl better address my- 
self with an ezplicitness that can 
admit of no mistake, than to that 
uncle who professes the highest 



made as hare been made. Then, 
dear sir, allow something, 1, be- . 

veech'you, for a spirit raised itudj regard for plain-dealiug ana tan* 
''embittered by disgraces, which tcerity? 



i knowing my own heart) I am con- 
Identtosay, are unmerited. 

But why have 1 said so much, 
In answer to the supposed charge 
of prepossession, wnen 1 have de- 

flared to my mamma, as now, sir, 
do to you, that if it be not in 



Let me then , for these reasons, 
be still more particular in some of 
my exf^eptions to him. 

Mr. Sqtimes appefirs to me (to 
all the W<ifld indeed) to have a 
very narrow mind, and no great 
capacity: h^ is coarse and inde? 



sisted upon that 1 shall marr^r any licate ; as rSugh In his 'manners as 
''Other person, particularly this Mr. in his person: he is not only nieur- 
- Solmes, I will enter into any en- row, but covetous: being pos- 

gagements never to have the sessed of great wealth , he enjoys 



never to 
other, nor any man else, without 
their consents; that is to say, 
'Without the consents of my father 

'^ and mother, and of you my uucle, 
and my elder uncle, and my cousin 
Morden/as he is one of the trustees 

- for my grandfathei's bounty to 

• tiie? — As to my brother indeed, I 
caunot say, that his treatment of 
BDef has been of late so brotherly, 
lu to entitle him to more than 
-IjiVility from me : and for /Ai.«, give 
tne leayci to add, he wo^ld be very 

''^biacli my debtor. 

If I have not been explicit 
enough in declaring mj dislike to 

' v«lCc.^&>lm'es (that the prepossesaion 



it not; nor has the spirit to Com* 
municate to a distress of any kind. 
Does not his own sister-live un- 
happily, for want of a little of his 
superfluities? And suffers he hot 



his aged uncle , the brother of his 
own mother, to owe to the 
generosity of strangers the.pobr 
subsistence he picks up from naif 
a dozen families? — You know, 
sir, my open, free, communicative 
temper: now unhappy must I be, 
circumscribed in his narrow, selfish 
circle! out of which j ^l^ing wiih- 
hcld by this diabolical paif^SPJfjny, 
he dare no more stir, than a 009- 
jm-er out of his; nor would 
irhich is charged upon' me may 1 let me. 
ikot be supposed to influence me ^uch a man aa this, love 1 — Y^^ 
mgiiingt him) I do solemnly de- perhaps he may, my grandfathttr'a 
mx^^ that iffit thera no aodk estate; whichiieliaBioMa«vM 
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eenooB (and . could 'itot i^tst liiay^vbtbe.iy^ 
inting the same thing to me, with man so fiikHlj disgustful koheri 
that sort of pleasure which a low , You and iny other uncle can do 
mind takes, when it intimates its a ^reat deal for me, if you ple^jie, 
oton interest ^a a sufficient motive with i^y papa. Be persuaded, nr^ 
^ for it to expect another^ s favour) that' 1, urn not governed by ob- 
lies so extremely convenient for stinacy in this case; butbyaYier- 
'him,, that it would double the'^lpn; an aversion I cannot over* 
'value of a considerable part of bis come: for, 1 have but endeavonared 
*. 'owh. T hat estate, and an alliance 'to reason With myself (outf ol 
which would do credit to his oh- 'regard .to the duty I owe tofny 
8Curityandnarrowness,may^xHake'fatber*s will) my heart has re- 
hlm thixilLhe ran love , and induce j coiled , • and I have been averse Id 
him. to l)e1ieve he does: but at myseU, for offering but to argue 
mbsiflt 18 but a second-place love. 'with myself, in behalf of a man 
. ' Biches were, are,, aud always will who, in the.light he appears tofpie, 
.. ', be, Ills predominaiit passion, llit ! has uo one merit \ and who, kn9W* 
• . .were left him by a miser, on this ing this aversion, cou)4 not per- 
" .^ very account: and I must be severe as he doX's, if he had the 
y obliged to fore£[o all the choice de- spirit of a man. .' '.;. 

^ ^'lights of ^v lite, and be as mean If, sir, j^ou can thiiijk tbeefMi? 
as he^.Ar fil^e be quite uuhappy. tenU of this letter reasonablei^ I 
. pardon I sir,' this severity of ex- beseech you to support them ^ith 
Vpi^ssion — One is apt to say more your ititerest: if not — I shall be 
'than ope would, of a person one most unhappy]— JSevertheless, it 
dislikes, ^whea more is siiid in his is but jast in roe so to write, aa that 
favour IKan he can possibly de- Mr. Solmes may know whatvhe 
senrjb ; ,and when he is urged to my has to trust to. . •' ^ 

. acee{^nce with so much vehe- Forgive, dear sir, thifrtedioiM 
iqfience, that there is no choice letter; and suffer it to hiiv^e weight 
tq^ine. with you; and you will for ev^ 



J , ^'Whether these things be per- oblige 



fectly so, or not, while Y think they | Your dutiful and affee^ 

J mrCjit is impossible I should everi t&onate hiece,^ . 

'took upon Mr. Solmes in the light i . Cl. Hisi^ns. 

' ' he is onered to me. Nay, were ISbI 

to be proved ten times better* than hr. aktOnt harlowk to mibs cl. 
I have' represented him , and sin- 1 , . i|arlows. .-' 

cerely think him; yet would he be, . HnccK.cLART, :\ 

still ten times more disagreeable' You. had. better not write^ta^i 
to me than any other man I know or to any of us. . To ine, parti* 
.in the world. Let me therefore, cularly, you had better neye^ 
[ beseech yod, sir, to become an have set pen to paper 09 the 
' i|dvoOi^ ^rjour.niece, tb^^shf Ject whereup9A.yon^ve'wr 
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Ha ^kai'4» first in Us own coiae, 
nith the wise man, seemethjtui: 
dut his Tteighbour cameik and 
s^ardieik Mm. And so , in this ze- 
met, I will be yoor neig^ur; for 
Iwill seareh yoor heart to the bot- 
t«n: thatistosajy if your letter 
be written from yonr heart. Yet 
do I know what a task 1 have 
undertaken, beeaose of the knack 
jron are noted for at writing : but 
m defence of a fathei's authority, 
in behalf of the good, and honour, 
and prosperity of a family one 
eomes of, what a hard thmg it 
wovld be, if one conld not beat 
down all the arguments a rd>el 
ehiUl (how loth I am to write down 
that word of Miss Clary Uar- 
lowe! ) can bring in behalf of her 
obstinacy! 

In the first place, don*t yon de- 
clare (and that contrary to your 
declarations to your mother; re> 
member that, girl ;) that you prefer 
the man we all hate, ana who 
hates us as bad! ^ Then what a 
character have you giYcn of a 
worthy man I I wonder you dare 
wnte 60 freely of one we all re- 
n»eet — but possibly it may be for 
tnat very reason. 

, How you begin your letter! — 
Because 1 value Mr. Solmes as my 
friend you treat him the worse — 
That's the plaiu Dunstable of the 
matter , miss ! — ^ i am not such a 
fool but I can see that — And so 
a noted whoremonger is to .be 
chosen before a man who is a 
money- lover! — Let me tell you, 
niece, this little becomes so mce a 
ohe as you have been always 
veokonea. Whoi think yott| does 



most injustice, aprodijgal man or 
a saving, man? — The one saves 
his own money: the otiier spends 
other i»eople's. fiat jonr favonrite 
is a sinner in grami and upon 
record. 

The denl's in your sex! God 
Ibrgive me for saving so — the 
incest of them will prefer a vile 

rake and wh 1 suppose I most 

not repeat the word: — the word 
will offend, when the vicious de- 
nominated by that word will be 
chosen! I had not been a bachelor 
to this time, if I had not seen snch 
a mass of contradictions in you all 

— such gnat'Sirainei'S and ccanel^ 
stoaliowersjSjiYesienble Holy Wri(t 
has it. 

What names will perverseneaa 
call things' by ! — A prudent man, 
who intends to be just to evmr 
body, is a covetous man! — WHjfe 
a vife, profligate rake is christened 
with the appellation of a gallant 
man; and a polite man, rll war- 
rant you! 

It 18 my firm opinion, Lovelace 
would not have so much regard 
for you as he professes; but for 
two reasons. Ai^^ what are these? 

— Why, out of spite to all of us 

— one of them: the other, because 
of vour independent fortune. I 
wish your good grandfather had 
not left; what he did so much in 
your own power, as I ma^ siay. 
But little did he Imagine his l>e» 
loved erand-daughter vrould have 
turned upon all her friends as she 
has done: 

What has Mr. Solmes to hope for. 

£you are prepossessed? Hey-oayi 
this yow, cousin Clary I ^ fins 
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In then nothin; to hope for from help yoia vbsGnatj. — Let pb^X 
jronr father's, a.nd mother's; snd be ohserved too. 
our recommendfttJonl'-^No, no- Ai In being ci'ited , ond owifinj; 
tiling at all, it seems j — braveljyou never tiaA fpndgf either: so 
— 1 should think that rb'jt, witha that's & grievance put into, tne 
datiful child, ai we tooicjjrou tol«caleto make weight; - ^stodu- 
be, was entyugk. Depending on^grace, that's as bad to us aa to 
this your duly, we proceeded: and j'outsofineayouDfrcreatqrel So 



IT thereisnobelp Forit: forwe 
will not be balked: neither shall 
' our fncnd Mr. Solmes , I can tell 
yon that. 

If your tulale » cnnvement fai 
&m, what then? Does that (pert 
cousin) make it out that he 
notioveyon? Hehadneedt. . 
pect some good totVA you , that has 
M little good to hope for fram 
yon; mindthat Batpray,isnot 
wSb estate ovr estate, as we may 
say'/ Have we nota^^ an interest 
in it, and a prior right, if right 
wer« to hare taken pl^ce? And 
was it more than a good old man's 
dotage, God rest his soull that 
gave ityonheforeusall? — Well 
luea, ought we not to have a 
choice who ehall have it 



ihuchas weused to Dragof you — 
and too besides, this is all it) yotu 
power, as the rest 

But your heart recoils, Vhen 
you would persuad.e yourself t6 
' ey your parents — Finely do- 
ribed, is it nott — Too tnily 
described, Iowa, as you go on. I 
know, that you ftiay love bttn & 



I had a good mind to 
I then, 

you would like him the hi ,__ 

I have always found a most horrid 



lid you hate him , 



perverseness in voor.apx 
-- to dn and to laee wnat yoa 
should not, is meat, drink, ^nld 
vesture, to you all. . - ■ 

I am absolutely of yont Wo- 
ther's mind, that reading and 
tDnling, though not too mnchfot 



riage with you? And would you. the wits of you yonng girb, are 
have the conscience to wish us to too much for your judgments. — 
let a vile fellow wlio hates us all, i You say, you ma^ be conceited. 
ton away with it? — You bid mejcousin; you mag be rainl-^ AUv 
reigh what lou write: do yon soyouoie, to despise this gentle- 

--■ ■- ■■ - _jj. I :. _:ii ^ : . ... j_ tl °i i 



'h this, girl: and itwillapne 
ire nave more to say for ■ 



than yon 



n as yOu do. Be can read'^d 
"'- 03/ gentlemen, I 



IS well ai 



an yon was aware of. j can tell you that. Who told von 

As to your hard treatment, as Mr. Solmes cannot re^d and^me? 

Siu Call it, thank yourself for But j/ou must hav^ a h-i.thand who 
at. It may be over when you can leam wim twwiMii'j! — I wish 
wUI: ao I reckon nothing upop you knew out your «?<j(^ as veil as 
that, 'fon was not banished and youdoyourtateuls — that, niece, 
confined till all entreaty and fair yon haVe of late days to 
■>eecbe* were tned with you: apd Mr. Boltneswill there 
mii^tMb 'Andi^.SolQMac^'t^oin^blifg;^ instruct y 



IM 



THB msrbftr or 



will not show liiinttliis letter oficoiDe,coiinii,yonknowiiotbiiigof 
proofs, though joa'jBeem to desire I the world; a man's a man; and 
ttylest it should provoke him to be * 

too sevei3e a scaoclmaster, when 
jonarehis'n. 
Bat now I think of it, suppose 



Ton are readier at yoor pen than i my mone^, and I hope for yours. 
he — yon will make the mor^ use- But 3/r. Snlmes in a coarse mm 
fbl wife to Ibim : won*t you ? For 
who is so good an economist as 
joo? — And yoa may keep all his 
accounts, aod save yourselves a 



Ton may have many partners in a 
handsome man, and costly ones 
too, who may lavish away all you 
save. Mr. holmes therefore for 



tnaxu 

He is not delicate enough for your 

niceness; because I 8|ippose he, 

dresses not like a fop and a cox- 

w,..^,^^, «v^ »«,^ ^w».^..«» ^ comb, and because he lays not 

steward. '— And, let me teIljrou,| himself out in complimental non^ 

this is a £ne advantage m a isiense, the poison offemale minds. 



He .is a man of sense, I can tell 
yoa No man talks more to the . 
puipose to ujr.- but you fly him sOy 
that he has no opportiinity ^▼e^f 
him, to express ft to you: and a 
man who loves , it lie have ever so 



IS a nne aavantage m 

fiunily: for those stewards are 

often sad dogs, and creep into a 

man's estate .nefore he knows 

where he is; and not seldom is he 

forced to pay them interest for his 

own money. 
I know not why a good wife 'nraeh sense, looks like a fool; 

shoald be above these things. It | peciallv when he is despised , and 

Is better than lying a-bed half the 'treated as you treated him the 

day, and junketting and card-, last time he was in yoi^r coo^ 

playin^^U the night, and making pany. 

As to his sister; she threw Beav 
self away (as you want to do^ 
against his full warning: fer M 
told her what she had to trust to. 
if she married where she dia 
marry. And he was as good as his 
word; and so an honest man 
ought: offences against warning 
ought to be smarted for. Tak(& 
care this be not your case. Mind 
that 
His unde deserves no favour 



yoorselves wholly useless to every 
good par^se. in vour own families, 
as is now the fashion among ve — 
the deuce take ye all that oo so, 
say 1! — Only that, thank my 
stars, I am a bachelor. 

Then thb is a province you are 
•admirably versed in: you grieve 
that it is taken from ^ou hefe\ you 
know. So here, miss, with Mr. 
Solmes you will have something 
to keep account of, for the sake of 
you and. your children: with the from him; for he would have'cir- 



.otber, perhaps you will have an 
''account to keej) to — but an ac- 
count of what will go over the left 
"shoulder : only what he squanders, 



cumvented Mr. Solmes, and got 
Sir Oliver to leave to himself the 
estate he had always designed for 
him his nephew; and brought him 



what he, borrows I and what he; up in the Jbop^ pf it Toioreafy 
owes'i and never will pay. Come^^ forgiveness does tfui ' encourage 
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offences: tbat^s your good father^, (are we?) vexed hj 76a, and]coii« 
maxim : and there would not be 66 tinually watchful about you ; axi^ 
many headstrong daughters ai^ias continually exposed to his in*: 
th^reare, if this maxim were kept; solence and threats. Remember 
in mind. Punishments are of ser- 1 last Sunday , ^irl ! — What might 
▼i'ce to offenders ; rewards should have happened, had your brother 
be only to the meriting: and Ijand he met? — Moreover, yoil' 
think the former are to be dealt j cannot do with such a spirit as aUf 
out rigorously, in wHful cases. {as you can with worthy Mir; 
As to Jd.^ love: he Shows it but Solmes: the one you make^ 
too much for yourdeservings, as tremble^ the other will make you; 
they have been of late; let me tell quake — Mind that — r-and yott 
ybu that: and this is AiV misfor- , will not be able to belp yourself, 
tuuci ; ' and may in time perhaps be And remember, that if there shoulid 
yours, hie any misunderstanding between 

As to his parsimony ^ which you one of themandyouv we should all 
wickedly call diabolical [a very interpose; and with effect, no. 
j^ee word in jrpur mouth, let me doubt: but with the o%r, it would 
fell ye] little reiisbn have ^oiu of atl be self^do^ self-have; and who 
ifeople for this, on whom he pro- would either care or dare to put is 
^oses, of his own accord, to settle a word for you? Nor let the sup* 
all he has in the world: a proof, position of matrimonial differences 
let him love riches as he will, that nightenyou:' honeymoon lasts not 
he loves ^ou better. But that you now-a-days above a fortnight |^ 
may be without iexcuse on. this and Dunmow flitch, as I h%vq 
score, we will tie him up to your been informed, was n^ve^ dlaim^d^l ^ 
own terms, and oblige him' by the though some say onceitwta* Marn 
marriage articles to allbw you a riage is a queer staiS , 'chil<^' 
very handsome quarterly sum to whether paired by the pames qt 
do what you please with. And by. their fi*iends. Out of three 
this has been told you before; and brothers of us, you know, there 
X hi^e tfaid it to Mr.^. Howe (that was but one hid courage to marry, 
good and worthy lady) before her And why was it, do you think? 
f^rdtid daughter, that you might We w^re wise by. oth^r people'^ 
^ hear of it again. • experience. 

' To contradict the charge of pre- ' l>on*t despise money so much: 
possession toLovelac,e, you offer you may come to know the value 
lic^ver to. have him without 'our of ItVthat isapiece ofin!iftrcio|ton 
co^^nts :' and wha^is this saying, that yoii are to /earn; and which^ 
)>)lt t&at you will hope on for our according to your oion notions, 
^pnsents^ and to wheedle and tire Mr. Solmes wdl be able totet^ 

ns oiit?' Thfen'he wilialways be in yoyJ 

f^ectation tirhile yo|ii. are single : .' I do- indeed' condemn 

^ and we 4re to Iiv6 ok at this rate warmth/ I will not allouf 
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graces f&uhrmg upon yourself. If it gets into |. .«r ;f r^iar ^"^6. 
Ithdaght them unmerited^ I woold Man;7exaiDp1e9liayel8eeii'of that, 
be your advocate. But it was If there tcere no such fmm as 
iU«rav8 my notion, that children Lovelace m ike worlds you would 
•faouid not digpnte their parents* not have Mr, Solmes. — Yoa would , 
authority. Wnen your grandfa- nor, miss! — Very pretty, trul^; I 
tJier left his estate to you , though - we^ see how yoiir spirit is emmt- 
His three sons, and a grandson, fer^ indeed. — Wondernot, since 
and your eldest sister, were in it is come to your willnot's^ that 
being, we all acquiesced: And those who have authority over too 
wh^r Because it was our father's say, You shall have the other. And 
dome. Do*you imitate that ex- lam one. Mind that. And if it 
impTe: ifyou will not, those who hehoves yov tf> speak out ^ miss, it 
set it yon nave the more reason to behoves ys notto/7)eai(:in« Wbat'a 
hold you inexcusable. Mind that, sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
^usin. _ ganders take that in your thought 

You mention your brother too too. 
fcomfully: and, in your letter to I humbly apprehend, that Mr. 
bim, are very disrespectful; and Solmes has the mint of a man^ wul- 
to indeed you are to your sister, a gentleman, I would admonish 
In the l^ter you wrote to her. you therefore not to provoke it. 
Your brother, madam, is your bro- Ue pities you as much as he loves 
ther; a third older than yourself : you. He says, he will convince 
and a man: kad pray be so good you of his love bv deeds, since he 
as not to forget what is due to a js not permitted by you to express 
brother, who (next to us three it by words. And all his de- . 
brothers) is the head of the family ; pendence is upon your generosi^ 
And on whom the name depends hereafter. We hope he may de- 
^-as upon your dutiful compliance pend upon that: we encoura£[e 
depends the success of the noblest bim to think he may. And this 
plan that ever was laid down fertile heartens him up. So that you 
nonour of the family you are come may lay his constancy at your 
of. And pray now let me ask you, parents and your uncles' doors: 
if the honour of that will not be an and this will be another mark of 
honour to you? — Ifyou don't your duty, you know, 
think so , the more unworthy you. You must be sensibly , thaiyoa 
You shall see the plan, ifyou pro^ reflect upon your parents, ana all 
ihise not to be prejudiced against of us, when you tel| mey^ouc^m* 
it 'right or wrong. Ifyou are not not in justice accept of tjbe settle* 
besotted to that man, I am sure ments proposed tovOu., This re* 
von will like it. If you are , . were flection ' we should Save wond^^d 
w. Solmes an angel, it would at from you once,; but now we 
ngnify nothing: for the devi} is don't . , ' 

loVe^ imd love is the devil, when There are many other vety 



\ 
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^eamnrable passages in thjs free why? Because yon ouM. Sofo« 
letter, of jours; but we ipust place think, whatever '^outmnk: and 
thcotf to the account of your em- whose thoughts are to be pre* 
hUtered spirit I am glad you ferr^d? You may be wUtier tnan 
mentioned that word, because we we; but, if you are u^tW, inrehave 
should have been at a loss what to lived some of us, let me tell you, to 
have called it. -^ 1 should much very little purpose thirty or forty 
•ratber nevertheless have had rea- years longer than you. 
son to give it a better name.' I have written as long a letter 

I love you dearly still , miss.* I as yours^ I may not write In so 
thmkybu, though my niece, one lively, or so polite a style as my 
of the finest young gentlewomen niece ; but I tnink I have all the 
I ever saw. But ^pon my con- argument on my side :^ and you 
soience, I think you ought to obey will vastly oblige me, if you will 
yourparents, and oblige me, and show me by your compliance with 
my brother John: for you know all our desires, that you think so 
^ very well, that we have nothing too. If you do not, you must not 
bat your eood at heart: con- expeet an isidvocate, or eyen a 
ristently indeed with the ffood and friend, in me, dearly as I love 
honour of aU of us. What must you. For then I shall be Mrry to ^ 
we think of any one of it, who be called 
would tiot promote the good of ' Yourtmcle, ' 

the whole? And who would set Aktoky Hablows. 

one part of it against another? « -^ * , *,.^ 

— Which God forbid, say I! ^ ^'^'SrSTgl" **** 
You see I am for the good of alL 

What shall /get by it. let things «/.««.^«,»* 

£^ as they will? Do i want any ^ fowscbipt. 
ing of any body for my own You must send menomor^lettcrs: 

sake? — Does my brother John ? ^n* » compilable one you may 

— Well then , cousin Clary , what »?5d. But I need not have fo«w 
would you be at, as I may say ? « ^? J^^ 5 ^o' I ^ ^^^ ***" » ^J 

O but you can't love Mr. Solmes ! ^^^\ argument , is unanswerable 

— But, 1 say, you know not what T" ^ know it is. I have written 
you can do. You enco trage your- ^^7 *"5 »»?'>* » ^ "^7 ^^7 > ^^f* 
self in your dislike^ You permit ' "nee Sunday ^morning,^ only 
you^heart(littledidIthinkitwas? chuitfh-time, or the like of 
such a froward one) to rectnl.^ that: But this is the last I can 
Take it to task, niece ; drive it on *«" 70W> "<>» , . „ 
M fast as it recoils [we do so in all '^-*" • "• 
onr sea-fiffhts, and land-fights too, 
ht our sulors and soldiers, or we 
should not conquer];, and we are 
•U sue yoa will overcomeit. And: 
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Wm CbniM* Har]ow« to Miff H«we. 



:s 



ThandAjr, March 1 

Hatimo met with sueh bad sac- 
eess in my application to my re- 
lations, I have taken a step that 
wUl surprise yoo. It is no other 
than writing a letter to Mr. Solmes 
himselE 1 sent it; and have his 



favour of two affectionate ondeSi 
and in the esteem of every one. 

Bat how is this happy scene now 
changed! ^ Yon were pleased to 
cast a favourable eye upon me. 
You addressed yourself to my 
friends: your proposals were ap- 
proved of by them — approved of 
without consulting me; as if my 
choice and happiness were of the 



answer. He had certainly help legist signification. Those who 
in it. For 1 have seen a letter of had a right to all reasonable 
his; as indifferently worded, as'obediencefromme, insisted upon 



^orly spelt. Yet the superscrip- 
tion is or ^> dictating, I ofLTe say; 
for he is a formal wretch. With 
these, I shall inc^lose one from my 
brother to me, on occasion of mine 
to Mr. Solmes. I did think that it 
possible to discourage the 



it without reserve. I had not the 
felicity to think as they did : al- 
most the first time my sentiments 
differed irom theirs. I besought 
them to indulge mc in a point so 
important to my future happiness : 

^ _ ^ but, alas, in vam! And then (for I 

man from proceeding; and if 1 1 thought it was but honest) I told 
could have done that; it would' ^o?i my mind ; and even that my 



have answered all my wishes. It 
was worth the triaL But. you'll 
see nothing will do. My brother 
has taken his measures too se- 
eorely. 



ITOBOOXBSOLMSS, S8Q. 

WedneixUy, March 15. 
Sim, 



affections were engaged. But, to 
my mortification aDa8urprise,yoa 
persisted, and still persist 

The consequence of all is too 
grievous for me to repeat: you, 
who have such free access to the 
rest of the family, know it too well 
— too well you know it, either for 
the credit of your own generosity. 
You will wonder to receive a -or for my reputation. I amused 
letter from me; and mo^e still at I on your account, as I never be- 
the nncommpn subject of it: But! fore was used, and never before 
the necessity of the case will was thouglii^^to deserve to be 
justify mef at least in^y own used; ana this was tlie hard , the 
Apprehension; and I shall ; there- impossible condition of their r&> 
fore make no other apolpgy for it I turning favour, that I mu^t prefer 
^Wben you first came acquainted 'a man <o all others, that o/ aU 
with our family, yon found the others 1 cannot prefer. . 
writer of this one of the happiest | Thus distressed , and mad^ im- 
creatures in the world; beloved happy, and all for your sake, and 
by the best and most indulgent of through your cruel persev^ranoet 
— *ents; and rejoicing in the kind I write, sir, to demand of you[Uie 
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peace of mind you have robbed generosity in yoitr value for me^ 
me of: to demand of vou the love as to desist for my own sake, let 
of somanydear^jenas, of which me conjure you, by the regard 
you have deprived me; and, if due to vnumelfy and to your own 
you have the generosity that future happiness, to discontinue 
should distinguish a man , and a your suit, and place your af- * 
gentleman, to adjure you not to lections on a worthier object: 
^ntinue an address that has been for why should you make me 
attended with such cruel effects miserable and ^our.W/'not happy? 
to the creature you profess to.Bythis means you will do all that 
esteem. ' is now in your power to restore to 

. If you really value me, a!s my me the affection of mv friends; 
friends would make me believe, ' and, if that can be, it will leave me 
and as you have declared you do, i in as happy a state as tou found 
must it not be a mean ana selfish me in. You need only to say, 
value? A value that can have no 'that you see there are no hopss, 
m(erit with the unhappy object of as you will perhaps complaisantly 
it', because it is attended withlcaUit, ofsucceedmgwitnmeJ[and 
effects so grievous to her? Jt must I indeed, sir, tbere cannot be a 
heiot your own salceovXyy not for ^eater truth] ; and that you wiH 
A J -^_. ._ .^i_? — V'. — ± fiierefore no more think of me; 

but turn your thoughts anothet 
way. 

Tour compliance with this re» 
quest will lay me under the hij^h^ 
est obligation to your generosity^ 
and make me ever' ^'' 
Tour well-wisher, and hum}>le 
servant, 
Clarissa Hablowx. 

to mss clakisba hablowx. 
'^ Theie mo^t humUu present, 

DVAKK8T MISS, 

Tova- letter has had |a very con* 
traryefilect upon Dae, towhatj^u 
seem to have expected from it. It 
has doubly convinced me of the 
excellency of your mind, and of 



mine. 



And even in this point you 
liitist be mistaken; for, would a 
prudent man wish to marry ond 
who has not a heart to give? y^h6 
cannot esteem hitnl Who there- 
fore must prove a bad wife? — 
And how cruel would it be to 
make a poor creature a bad wife, 
whose pride it would be to make a 
good one? 

If I am capable of judging, our 
temners ' and inclinations are 
vastly, different. Ahy other of my 
sex will niake yoii happier than i 
can. The treatment I meet #ith, 
and the obstinacy, as it is called, 
with which I support myself under 
it, ought to convince you of this; 

were 1 not able to give so good a ^ , _ 

reason for this my supposed per-: the honour of your dispiositibi^ 
verseness, as that i cannot consent . Call it selfish , or what you please 
to marry a man whom I cannot I must persist in my sui' 
valtte. happy shall I be, if, by ^ 

- ^ But if,fl&,yoQ la^eiiots(i'much Ibra perseverance, Imd* 
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and inialterable deyoir^ I maj at 
last overcome the difficulty laid in 
my way,, 

As your good ijarents, your 
apcl^f.and other friends , are ab- 
solutely determined you shall 
nerer have Mr.. Lovelace , if they 
can help.it; and as. I presume no 
other person is in the way; I will 
contentedly wait the issue of this 
matter* And forgive me, dearest 
miss; but a person should sooner 
peniuade me to give up to him my 
estate, as. an instance of my 

generosity, because, fte could not 
e happy without it, than I would 
a much more valuable treasure, to 
promote the felicity, of another, 
and make hU way easier to cir- 
cumvent myself. ', 

pardon me ,, dear miss ; . but I 
must persevere, though I am 
aorry you su£^r on my account, as 
you are t^eased to think; for I 
nieyer. betbre saw die woman I 
could love: and while there is any 
hope, and ihatyou remain undis- 
posed of to some happier man, 1 
must and will b^ 

Your faithful and obsequious 
admirer, 
Kwdi .16. BoosB Soxjc^s. 

MB. JAJCES HABLOWE TO MISS CL. 
HARLpWa^ , 

^ , Harcli 16. 

. WnAT a finie whim ybaviook 
into jour head, to write aletm to 
]^r./Soln}es9 ta'perBuade him to 

g*ye lip his pretiensions to you ! — 
f tUl t|ie pretty romantic fliff^ts 
you have delighted in, t^is-wn^, 
^e[rtaip)y pne of jthe .most eztafa^' 



what fires us all with Indignation 
against you (your owning your 
prepossession in'a villain's favour; 
ancl'your impertinence to me, and 
your sister , and your uncles ; one 
of which has. given it you home, 
child);, how can you lay at Mr. 
So]mes*s door the usage you so 
bitterly complain of? — You 
know, little fool as you are, that it 
is youp fondness for Lovelace tiiat 
has brought upon you all these 
things,; and which would have 
happened whether Mr. Solmes 
had honoured you with hb ad- 
dresses oruot 

As you must needs know this 
to be true, consider, pretty witty 
miss , if your fond love-sick heart 
can let you consider, what a fine 
fi^re all your expostulations 
with us, and charges. upon Mr. 
Solmes, make! — Willi what pro- 
priety do you demand of Mm to 
restore tg you your former liap- 
piness (as you call it, and merely 
caii it; fpr i£ you thought our 
avour so^ you would restore it to 
yourself), since it is in your own 
power to do so? therefore. Miss 
Pert, Boneof your pathetics, .ex- 
cept in i^he right place. Depend 
upon it, whether you have Mr. 
bolmes, or not, you shall never 
have your'heart*s delight, the Vile 
rake Lovelace, if pur parents , if 
our uncles, if I can hinder it: not 
you fallen. angel, you shall not 
jgiye your fa.ti^er and mother such 
a son, nor ine such a brother^ in • 
giving Vpurse^ that profligate' 
wretcn /or a husband, Aj^d so set.* 
your ^eart a rest, and lay aside^ 



QMaikf^i But'to say., nobbing x)l^.aU tboug^^^himi ^ ever you* 
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expe<^t forgiveness, reconclliSition, Latin und the Englisli classici^ 
or a kind, opinion, from any of, keep mj love-sick soul from droop* 
YOiir family; but especially from in9^ 

' ' "* Thou hadst' best come tome 



him, who I at present, styles him 
self 

Your brother, 

Jahss IIarlowie. 

r. 8. I know your knack at letter 
writing. If you send me an an- 



bere, in thy old corporal's coat: 
thy servant out of livery; and to 
be upon a familiar foot with thee, 
as a distant relation, to be .pio* 
vided for b^ thy interest above -h» 
i mean not in heaven, thou: mayest 
8 wer to this ,'I will return it un- ■ be sore. Thou wilt find me at a 



opened; for I will not argu^ 
with your perverseness in so 
plain a casei — Only once for 



little al^ouse; they call it an 
inn: the White Hart; most ter- 
ribly wounded(but by the weather 



all J I was willing to put you, only) the sign: — in a sorry 

village; witluu five- miles from 
fiarlowe Place. £ver^ body 
knows Harlowe Place; tor, like 



right as to Mr. Solmesf whom 
I think to blame to trouble his 
head about you. 



' Versailles, it is sprung up from a 

LETTER XXXIV. dunghill, within every elderly 

**'» 1 «Tvni«^» ' 'persons remembrance. Every 

». L.Td«. to joha Britord. E«,. ^„ bo^y, particularly, kaow9 ifc 



Friday, March 17. 



h 



i\xt that ont^ for a fewyears past, 
ince acertam aneel has aDDearea 



I BBCGivB, with great pleieisure, since acertam angel has appe 
the early and cheerful assurances there among the sons and dangh* 
of your loyalty and love. And.tersofmen. 
let our principal and most trusty { The people here at the Hart are 
friends named In my last know | poor, but honest, and have gotten 
that! do. I It into their heads, that I am a 

lyrould have thee, Jack, come man of quality in disguise j and 
down, as soon as thou canst. I be-! there is no reining in their of- 
Ueve X shall not want the others ficious respect. JEiere is a pretty 
so soon. Yet they may comedown little smirking daughter; iseven- 
to Lord M's. I will be there, if teen six days ago. I Call her my 
not to receive them, to satisfy my rose-biid. Her grandmother (for 
lord, that there is no new mischief there is no mother) a good heat 
in hand , which will require hii^ se- old woman , as ever filled a wicker 
cond intervention. ; chairin a chimttey-comer, has h^ 

For thyself, thou must be con- ' sought ^e to be merciful to her. 
stantly with me: not for my »e-'' This is the right way with me. 
curitu: the family dare do nothing Many and many a pretty rogue 
but Dully: they bark only, at a had I spared, whom I did not 
tiistance: but for my entertain^ spare, had my power been ao^ 
mcfir.- thattliottmiijestviiroBrthe ioiowledgedi macr mjrntercgrf 
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time implored. Bntihe Debellare poorman^ has no joy , Irat.iiiilis 
9uperho8 should be my mbttO| rose-bud. — O.Jack! spare thou 
were I to have a new one. therefore (for I shall leave thee 



This simple chit (for there is a ^*^t«« alone with her, spare thou. 

-unplicity in her thou woaldst be ^^ ~!f "^"i^": ^®* u * •* \ 

.highly pleased with: all humble; never departed from, b^t it coat 

affofficious; all innocent- 1 love me a lone regret, be objeryed Jo 

her for her humility, her officious. ^7 rose-budl - never to ruin a 



and dodge and creep about the low to save herefrom the iiide con- 
walls anTl purlieus of Harlowe t^^^P** <>[ T"® ^'?^. ^^^ ^^ 
Fhwe.. Thou wilt see iahermmd f^"** aud from an indicence ex- 

- all that her superiors have been tremersuchaonewilloiJTpmein 

* taught to conceal, in order to ^^^^l ^^. »* ,^*» perBaps^m 

* render themselves less natural, S'^^'' ^ ^«^"6^ ^««®!^ ^F^" *!«£; 
and of consequence less pleasing! derous tongues and virulence,^. be 

'^ ui-\r i^^duced to tempt some guilty 

; But I charge thee^-^that thou do stream, or seek her end in the 

- not (what I would not permit my- knee-encircling garter, that',per- 
selfto do for the world —|I charge adventure, was the first attempt 

. thee, that thou do not) crop my of abandoned love. — No de- 
rose-bud. She is the onlv flower fiances will my rose-bud breathe; 
of fragrance, that has blown in no ,««//• dependent, thee doubting 
this vicinage for ten years past; watchfulness (indirectly challen- 
or wiU for ten years to come: for ging thy inventive machinations to 
I have looked backward to the d© their worst) will she assume. 
have-been^s^ and forward to the Unsuspicious of her danger, the 
mU'b^"s\ having but too much Jamb's throat will hardly shun thy 
leisure upon my hands in my pre- ^nife ! — be not thou the butcher 
. sentwaitmg. i/tmv lambkin! , 

I never was so honest for so Th^ less be thou so, for the rea- 
long together since my matricul^i- son I am going to give thc^ — 
tion. It behoves me so tp be — Thq g^tle heart is touched by 

- some way or other, my recess at love: her sQft bosom heaves with 
this little iun majr be found out; a passioi^ §he has not yet found a 
and it will then be thought that name for. - 1 on<;e caught her eye 

-, |py rose-bud has attraetea me. A folloii;ing a young oarpenteri a 
rej^rt in my favour, from simpli- widow neigh$purTson, living Jto 
x\ cities*^ an^able, may establish speak iii het dialect] at the UttU 
\ me; m the,gn^dmother*s rda- ir^e kouse over the wojfi agendo 
..tiqpi |o my joMrbadm^^ sworn yout^ he also seems tote, about 
•* to:, and thi^ n^h^r » an t^uM>t thi^ jeaca oldar than mumiii 
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jplaymates frpro] infancy, • till his unhappy and poor forme! — For 
eighteenth and her fifteenth year what good WQiild that ^do me, you 
rurni^hed id reason. ibr a greater know^ sir! 
distance in showp while their j ^ What would I give [by my 80ul| 
hearts gave a better for the*ir my angel will indeed reform ^e, 
being nearer than ever — for Ijlf her friends* implacable folly 
soon perceived the love reci- ruin us not both j ~ What woi^^^ 
procal. A scrape and a bow at I give] to have- so innocent and'sp 
first seeing his pretty mistiness); gdod,a heart, as either my rose- 
turning often to salute hier follow- 1 bud's, or J ohnny 's ! . \ ^ 
ing eye; and, when a winding 1 have a confounded mischiev- 
lane was to deprive him of herjOusoue — by na/t<re too, 1 think | 
sights his whole body turned — A good motion now and then 
round, his hat more reverently | rises from it: but it dies away pre- 
d'offed than before. This an- ; sently — A love of intrigue — 
swered (for, unseen, I Was behind' An invention for mischief — A 
her) by a low courtesy, and a sj^h, | triumph in subduing — Fortune 
that Johnny was too far on to ; encouraging atid supporting — 
bear! — Happy whelp! said I to ! And a constitution — What signi- 
n^yselfl : — I withdrew; and in|fie8 palliating? But I believe I 
tript my rose-bud, as if satisfied 'had oeen a rogue, had I been a 
with the dumb show, and wishing plough-boy. 
nothing beyond it. But the aevirs in this sex ! Eter* 
I have examined thelittle heart nal misguiders. Who, (that has 
She has made me her confidant once trespassed with them, ever 
She owns, she could love Johnny j recovered his virtue? And yet 
Barton very well: and Johnny (where there is not virtue, which 
Barton has told her, he could love neveitheless we free-livers are 
her better than any maiden he | continually plotting to destroy, 
^ver saw — but, alas! it must not ' what is there even in the ultimate 
be thought of. Why not be;of our wishes with them? — Pre- 
thought of? • — She don't know ! paration and expedeaion^ are in a 
— And then she sighed: but manner every thing: r^/^c/ion in- 
Johany has an -aunt, who will deed may be something, if the 
give him an hundred pounds, jmiud be hardened above feeling 
when his time is out; and her the guilt ofapast<respas«.' but the 



father cannot give her but a few 
things , or so , to set her out with ; 
and though Johnny*s mother says, 
she knows not where Johnny 



fruition f what is there in that? 
And yet that being the end, na- 
ture will not . be satisfied wi^- 
out it. 



would have a prettier, or notabier j See what grave 'refl^ions an 
wife, y€t — and then she sighed ^ innocent subject will produce 1 ^ *^^ 
again — what signifies talking?! gives me. some pleasure tot* 
*^ rw<mld notv^iye Johnpj be that it ia-not out of mjjwf 
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refamz hoi tbeoy Jukf I am 
afiraid I nrast keqp better com- 
pany than I do at present — for 
we certainly harden one another. 
But be not cast down, my boy; 
there will be time enough to give 
the whole fraternity warning to 
choose another leader: and I 
£uicy then wilt be the man. 

Meantime, as I make it my role, 
whenever I have committed a 
very capital enormity, to do some 
good by way of atonement; and 
as I believe I am a pretty deal 
indebted to that score: I intend, 
before Heave these parts Isuccess- 
fuHy shall 1 leave them I hope , or 
I shall be tempted to double the 
mischief by way of revenge, 
though not to my rose-bud auy] 
to join an hundred pounds to 
Johnny's aunfs hundred pounds, 
to make one innocent couple 
happy. — I repeat therefore, and 
for oalf-a-dozen more there fores 
— Spare thou my rose-bud. 

An in^rruption — Another 
letter anon; and both shall go 
together. 

LBTTBB ZXXY. 
Mr. LovelaM to Johm Belfovd, Eiq. 

I QAvi found out by my watch- 
ful ipy almost as many of my 
charmer's motions, as ot those of 
the rest of her relations. It de- 
lights me to think how the rascal 
is caressed by the uncles and 
nephew ; and let into their secrets ; 
vet proceeds all the time by my 
line of direction. I have char£;ea 
him, however, on forfeiture of h|s 
Sietttit w^bekly stipend , and my 



future fipronr, to take care, that 
neither my beloved, nor any of the 
lamUy, suspect him; Iliave told 
him that he may indeed watch her 
egresses and regresses; bat that 
only to keep off other servanta 
from her patu, yet not to be seen 
by her himself. 

The dear creature has ten^ted 
him, he told ihem^ with a mibe 
[unMch she n£ver offered] to convey 
a letter [tohick she never wrote] to 
Bfiss How^; he believes ^ witii one 
inclosed {perhaps to me): but he 
declined it: and he befi^d they 
would take no notice ofit to her. 
This brought him a stingy shil'' 
ling; great applause; and an in* 
junction followed it to all the 
i servants, for the strictest lo^* 
' out, lest she should contrive some 
way to send it — And, about an 
hour after, an order was given 
him to tbrow himself in her way | 
.and ^expressing his concern for 
denying her request) to tender lila 
service to her, and to bring them 
her letter: which it will be proper 
for him to report that she has re- 
^ed to give him. 

Now seest thou not, how many 
good ends this cohtriva^ce an-^ 
swers? 

In the first place, the lady itf 
secured by it, against her own 
knowledge, in the liberty allowed 
her of taking her private w^ks iii 
the garden: for this atthnpt has 
con&med them in their beUef, 
that now they have turned off her 
maid, she has no way to send. a 
letter out of the house: if she had, 
she would not have run the risque 
of tempting a^sUowwfao hkiviolt 
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been in her secret -^ So that she ing been found hanging in it 
can prosecute unsuspectedlv her about twenty years a£[o: and 
correspondence with me, and Miss Joseph, upon proper notice , fdll 



Howe. 
In the next place, it will per 



leave it unoolted. 
^ But I was oblieed previonsly 40 



haps a£Ebrd me an opportunity of give him my honour, that no 



a private interview with ner, 
Tvhich I am meditating, let her 
take it as she will; having found 
put by my iqiy (who can keep off 
every body else) that she goes 
every morning and evening to 
a wood- house remote from the 
dwelling-house, under pretence 
of visiting and feeding ,a set of 
bantam-poultrv, wliich were pro- 
duced from a breed that was her 
grandfather's, and of which for 
that reason she is very fond; as 
also of some other curious fowls 
brought from the same place. I 
have airj9£count of all her motions 
}iere. — And as she has owned to 
me in one of her letters that she 
corresponds privately with Miss 
Howe, I presume it is by this 
way. 



mischief should happen to any of 
my adversaries , from this liberty: 
for the fellow tells me, he loves 
a!l his masters: and, only that 
he knows I am a man of honour: 
and that my alliance will do credit 
to the family; and afterpreiudicea 
are overcome, every body will 
think so ; or he would not for the" 
world act the part he does. 

There never was a rogue, who 
had not a salvo to himself for 
being so. — What a praise to 
honesty, that ever^ man pretends 
to it, even at the instant that he 
knows he is purauiug the methods 
that will perhaps prove him a 
knave to the whole world, as well 
as to his own conscience! 



But what this stupid family can 
^ mean, to make all Uiis necessary, 

The interview I am meditating, I cannot imagine. Mtrbvbvos 
will produce her consent, I hope, and my love are uppermost by 
to other favours of the like kind: turns. If the latter succeed not, 
for, should she not choose the the gratifying of the former' will 
place in which I am expecting to I be my only consolation: and, by 
^ee her, I can attend her any{ all that's good, they shall feel it; . 
where in the rambling, Dutch- 1 although for it I become an exile ^/, 
taste garden, whenever she will | from my native countrv for ever. ^^. 
permit me that honour: for my! I will fhrow myself into my 
implement, higkt Joseph Zeman,! charmer's- presence. I have twice 
has procured me the opportunity j alreadv attempted it in vain. I 
of getting two keys made to the [shall then see what I may depend 
garden £)or ^ne of which I have* uopn from her favour, m thought 
given him, for reasons good) ;'^ load no prospect of that, I should 
which door opens to the haunted, be tesnpted to carry her off. •— 
coppice, aa tradition has mad0| That would be a rape wortinj oft 
th^ fervantt think it | a man hav- Jupfter ! 

(3tfi4«Mk L 11 
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But all eenUe Bhall bemy more- 
ments: allresDectfal, even to re- 
verence, my aadress to her — Her 
hand shall be the only witness to 
the. pressure of my lip — my 
tremoling lip: I know it will 
.tremble , if I do not bid it tremble. 
As soft my sighs , as the sighs of 
mj gentle rose-bud. By my hu- 
mility will I invite her confidence : 
the loneliness of' the place shall 
^ve me no advantage: to dis- 
sipate her fears, and engage her 
reliance upon my honour for the 
ifuture, shall be my whole en- 
deavour: but little will I complain 
of, not at all Will I threaten, those 
who are coutintially threatening 
kqe: but yet with a view to act the 
part of Dryden*8 Lion ; to secure 
my love, or to let loose my ven- 
geance upon my hunters. 

Wbat though his mighty tool hit gri«f 

contains? 
Ji6 neditstei revenge who least com- 

plain* s 
And like a Hon sluinbVing in hit waj. 
Or sleep dissembling , while he waits his 

prey, 
Bis fearless foes within his distance 

draws ; 
Consttitins his roaring, and contracts his . 

paWs t • ' I 

Till at the last , his time for Airy found , , 
Ha shoots with sudden ▼engeanoe from 

the grounds 
The prostrate vulgar passes o*e^, and 

spares : 
Botf with a lordly rage, his hunter te^ra. 

LETTER XXXVI. , . 
Miss OkrUiA Bavlowe ^ lUas Bowe« 



Saturday, March 18. 

I aivB been frighted out of my | 
wits — Still am in a manner out . 
of breath — Thiis occasioned — 1 j 
we&t ismUf under the .usual pre* 



tence , in hones to find something 
from^ou. Concerned at my dis- 
appointment, I was returning from 
the woodhouse, when 1 heard a 
rustling as of somebody behind a 
stAck of wood. 1 was extremely 
surprised: but still more, to be- 
hold a man coming from behind 
the furthermost st ack. , thought 
I, at that moment, the sin of a 
prohibited coi^espondencel 

In the same point of time that I 
saw him^ he besought me not to 
be frighted: and still nearer ap- 
proaching me, threw open a 
horsemaivscoat: and who should 
it be but Mr. Lovelace! — I could 
not scream out (yet attempted to 
scream, the moment I saw a man ; 
and again, when I saw who it 
was) ; for I had no voice: ai^d had 
1 not caueht hold of a prop which 
supportea the old roof, 1 should 
have sunk. 

I had hitherto, as you know, 
kept him at a distance: and now, 
as I recovered myself, judge of 
my first emotions, when I reeol- 
lected his character from every 
mouth of my family; his enter- 
prising temper; and found myself 
alone with him , in a place so near 
a bve-lane, and so remote from 
thenouse. 

Buty his respectful behaviour 
soon dissipatecl these fears . and 

fave me others; lest we snould 
e seeji together, and information 
of it given to m^ brother: the eon- 
sequences of whieh, I could readily 
think ^ would be, if not further 
mischief, an imputed assignation, 
a stricter confinement, a forfeited 
correspondencj^ with you, mybe* 
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loved friend, and a pretence for others, whether they did theirs or 
the most violent compulsion: and. not hj me) would: be wrought 
neither the one set of reflections, [upon m favour of a man set up in 
nor the other, acquitted him to me part to he revenged upon myself, 
for his bold intrusion. tor my grandfather's envied di»» 

As soon therefore as I could 'tinction of me; and in part to be 
speak, I expressed with the! revenged upon him, for having 
greatest iifarmth my displeasure; 'givenlife to one, who would have 
and told him, that he cared not ^ taken his; and now sought to de- 
how much he exposed me to the jprive hitn of hopes dearer to him 
resentment of all m^ friendis, pro- ! than life. 

vided he could grat;^ his ownim- 1 I told him he might be assured, 
petuous humour. I then com- that the severity and ill-usase I 
manded him to leave the place ' met with would be far from effect^ 
that moment; and was hurrying ing the proposed end: that al- 
trom him, when he threw himseit, though I could, with ^eat sincer* 
in the way at my feet, beseeching ity, declare for a single life (which 
my stay' for one moment; de- ; had always been my choicej; and 
daring, that he suffered himself particularly, that if ever I mar- 
to be guilty of this rashness, as I ried, if thev would not insist upon 
thooght it, to avoid one much | the man I had an aversion to, it 
greater: — for, in shoit, he could | should not be with the man they 
not bear the hourly insults he re- : disliked-^ 
ceived from my family, with thej He interrupted me here: he 
thoughts of having so little in- hoped 1 would forgive him for it; 
terest in my favour, that he could ^ but he could not help expressing 
not promise himself that his pa- his great concern, that, after so 
tience and forbearance would.be many instances or his passionate 
attended with any other issue and obsequious devotion — 
than to lose me for ever, and be And pray, sir, said I, let me in- 
triumphed over and insulted upon terrupt you in m^ turn; — why 
it. don't you assert, in still plainer 

This man, you know, has very words, the obligation you have 
ready knees. You have said, that laid me under by this your boasted 
he ought, in small points, fre- devotion? Why don t you let me 
quently to offend, on purpose to know, in terms as hign as your 
snew what an address he is master implication, that a perseverance I 
of. have not wished for , which has 

He ran on, expressing his ap- set all my relations at variance 
prehensions that a temper so with me, is a merit that throws 
gentle and obliging, as he said upon me the guilt of ingratitude 
mine was, to every .body but him for not answering it as you seem 
^and a dutifulaess ^a exempl&ry. to expect? 
inclining *me to do m^ part to ' I must forgive hini, he said', ' 
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he, who pretended only to a com- tiog firom faim, till I had heard s 
parative merit Qaod otherwise great deal more of what he had to 
thought no man hving coold de- say. 

serve me) had presumed to hope As he ho{>ed, that I would one 
for a greater share in my favour, day make him the happiest man 
fhan he had hitherto met with, in the world, he assured me, that 
when such men as Mr. Symmes, he had so much regard for mjr 
ILr. Wyerley, and now, lastly, so fame, that he would be as &r firom 
vile a reptile as this Sohnes, now- advising any step that was likely 
ever discouraged by myself, were to cast a sliade upon my reputa- 
made his competitors. As to the tion (although that step was to be 
perseverance I mentioned , it was ever so much in his own favour^, 
impossible for him not to perse- as I would be to follow such aa- 
vere: but I must needs know, that vice. But since I was not to be 
were he not in being, the terms permitted to live single, he would 
Solmes had proposed were such, submit it *to my consideration, 
as would have involved me in Uie whether I had any way but one to 
same difficulties with my relations avoid the intended violence to my 
that I now laboured under. He inclinations — My father so 
therefore took the liberty to say, jealous of his authority: both my 
that my favour to him, far from uncles in myfather's way of think- 
increasmg those difficulties,' would ingr my cousin Morden at a dis- 
be the readiest way to extricate tance: myuncle and aunt Herve^ 
me from them. Tney had made awed into insignificance^ was his 
it impossible [he told me, with too word : my brother and sister in- 
much truth] to oblige them any flaming every one : SoImes*s offers 
way, but by sacrificing myself to captivating: MissUowe's mother 
Solmes. They were well apprbed rather of a party with them , from 
besides of the difference between motives respecting example to her 
the two: one, whom they hoped owndau^ter. 
to manaee as they pleased; the And then he asked me, if I 
other, who could and would pro- would receive a letter from liady 
tect me from every insult; and BettvLawrance, on this occasion, 
who had natural prospects much for £»adv Sarah Sadleir, he said, 
superior to my brother's foolish having lately lost her only child, 
views of a title. hardly looked into the world, or 

How comes this man to know thought of it further than to wish 
80 well all our foibles? But I more him married, and preferably to 
wonder, how he came to have a all the women in the world with 
notion of meeting me in this me. 
placQ? To be sure, my dear, there is a 

I was very uneasy to be gone; great deal in what the man said 
and the more as the night came — I may be allowed to say this 
op apace, . But there was no get- .without, as imputed glow or throk. 
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— But I told him nevertlieless, from any resolatiou he had once 
that although I had great honour fixed; especially, if he thouffht 
for the ladies he was related to, 'either his prerogative, or nis 
yet I should not qhoose to receive | auth<^ty, concerned in the ques- 
a letter on a subject that had altion. ; His ac(}uaintance with our 
tendency to promote an end I was I family^ he said, enabled him i^ 
far from intending to promote: give* seiveral instances (but thejr 



that it became me, ill as I was 
treated at present, to hope every 



w<MKd be too gratinff to me) of an 
aihitrariness that had few ex- 



thing, to &£ar every thing, andto «»iples, even in the families of 
try everything: when my father princes: an arbitrariness, which 
Baw my steadfastness^ and that i , the most excellent of women , mj 
would die rather than have Mv.! mother, too severely experiencedu 
Solmes, he would perhaps re-j He was proceeding, as I thought, 
cede— I with reflections of this sort; audi 

Interrupting me, he represented angrily told him, I would not per- 
the unlikelihood there was of that, mit my Ikther to be reflected 
from the courses they had entered upon; adding, that his severity 
upon; which he thus enumerated:: I to me, however unmerited, was 
— their engaging Mrs. Howe not a warrant for me to dispense 



against me in the first place, as a 
person I might have thought t» 
fly to, if pushed to desp^^tion: — 
my brotner continusJly buzzing 



with my duty to him. 

He had no pleasure, he said, in 
urging any thing that could be so 
construed; for, however well- 



in my fathei's ears, that my cousin wiirranted he was to make such 
Morden would soon arrive, and 'reflections from the provocationft 
then would insist upon giving me ! they were continually giving him, 
possession of my grandfather's | he W>ew how offensive to iite any 
estate, in pursuance of the will; liberties of this sort would be. — 
which would render me inde- And vet he must own, that it was 

Sendent of my father: — their painful to him, who had youth and 
is^aceful confinement of me: — ! passions to be allowed for as well 
their dismissing so suddenly my 'as others; and who had always 
servant, and setting my sister s ! valued himself upon speaking his 
.«ver me: — their engaging my mind, to curb himself, under such 
inother, contrary to her own treatment Nevertheless, bis con* 
Judffment, against me: these, he sideration for me would make hun 
«aia, were all so many flagrant confine himself in his observa- 
|>roofs that they would stick at tions, to facts that were too fL^ 
nothing to carry their point: and grant, and too openly avowed to 
were what made him inexpressibly be disputed. It could not there- 
imeasy. fore jtiaily displease, he would 

..He appealed, to me, whether- venture to say, if he made this 
ever I uiew my father leoede natnfal infgrence firom thB'pro^ 
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mkes, tbat if raob were mj ia- 
ther*8 behaviour to a wife, who 
disputed not the imaginary pte* 
rotative he was so anprecedently 
fond of asserting, what room had 
a daughter to hope , that he would 
depart from an auihority he was so 
earnest, and so tnnoh more con- 
cerned to maintain? -- Family 
interests at the same time en- 
gaging; an arersion^ however 
causelessly received^ stimulating; 
my brother's and ^sisterV resent- 
ments and selfish views co-opera- 
ting; and my banishment from 
theu presence depriving me of all 
personal plea or entreaty in my 
own favour. 

How unhappy, my dear, that 
there is but too mnch reason for 
these observations, and for this 
ii^erenoe: made, likewise, with 
more coolness and respect to my 
frunily than one would have ap- 
prehended from a man so much 
pipvoked,and of passions so high, 
and generally thought uncon- 
trolable! « 

Will you not question me about 
ihrolte kad.glows if, from such in^ 
stances of a command over his 
fieiy temper, for my sake, I am 
ready to Infer, that were my 
friends capable of a reconciliation 
with him, he might be affected by 
arguments apparently calcnlated 
for his present and future good? 
Nor is it a very bad indication, 
that he has sueh moderate no- 
tions of that very hi^h prerogative 
in.hnsbands, ox which we m our 
fGunily have been accustomed to 
hear, so mnch* . 

Be represented to moi thatmy 



present disgraceful Confinement 
,was known to all the world: that 
neither my sister nor brother 
'scrupled to represent me as an 
obliged and favoured child in a 
state of actual rebellion; — that, 
nevertheless, every bodjr who 
knew me was ready to justify me 
I for an aversion to a man whom 
I every body thought utterly, nn- 
wortoy of me, ana more fit ror my 
-sister : that unhappy as he was, in 
not having been able to make an^ 
ffreater imoression upon me in his 
favour, all the world Rave me to 
him :r>-^ nor was there out one ob- 
jection made to him, by his very 
enemies (his birth, his fortunes, 
his prospects all unexceptionable, 
and the latter splendid); and that 
objection, he tnanked God, and 
my example, was in a fair way. of 
being removed for ever: since he 
had seen his error, and was 
heartily sick of the courses he had 
followed; which, howevw, were 
far less enormous than malice and 
envy had represented them to be. 
But of this he should say the k»s, 
as it were much better to justify 
himself by his actions, than by 
the most solemn asseverations 
and promises. And then compile 
menting my person, he assured me 
(forHhat he sJways loved virtue, 
although he had not followed ita 
ruleb as he ouglit) that he was still 
more captivated with the graeea 
of my mind: and would frankly 
own, that till he had the honour 
to know me, he had never met 
with an inducement sufficient to 
enable him to^overeoAie an un- 
happy kind ofpn^udioe to mi^ 
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trimon;^; which had made htm jastice, and making those, chant* 
before mpenetrable to the wishes able inferences, in favour of a par- 
and recoinmendations of all his ticular person, which one ought 
relations. , . without scruple to do, and to 

' / You see, mjdear, he scruples make, in the behalf of any other 
not to speak of himself, as his man living? 
enemies speak of him. I .cao*t He then again pressed me to re* 
say, but his openness in these par- ceive a letter of offered protection 
ticulars gives a credit to his other from Lad^ Betty. He said, that 
professions. I should easily, I people of birth stood a little too 
think, detect an. hypocrite: and much upon punctilio; as people of 
iliU man particularly, who is said virtue also did (but indeed Dirth, 
to have allowed himself in great worthily lived up to, was virtueic 
liberties, wer^ he to pretend to virtue, birth; the inducements to 
inslantaneous lights and con- a decent punctilio the same; the 
victions — at hisf time of life too origin of both one) [how came this 
— habits, 1 am sensible, are not so notion from him !] — Else. Lady 
easily changed. You have al- Bettv would write to me: but she 
ways joined with me in remarking, would be willing to be first ap- 
that h§ will speak his mind witn prised, that her offer would be 
freedom, even tp a degree of un- well received — as it would have, 
politenesssometimes; and that his the appearance of being nv.ade 
very treatment of my^^mily is a against the likinff of one part of 
proof that he cannot make a mean my family ; and which nothing 
court to any body for interest would induce her to make, but the 
sake — What pity, where there decree of unworthv persecutioii 
are ' such' laudable traces, that which I actually laboured under, 
they should have been so mired, and had reason further to ap- 
and choaked up, aslmavsay! — prehend.. 

We have heard, that the man*s I toldhim,that however greatly 
head is better than his heart: but I thought myself obliged to Lady 
do you really think Mr. Lovelace BettyLawrance, if this offer came 
can have a t^^ry bad heart? Why from herself; vet it was easy to 
should not there be something in see to what it led. It might look 
blood in the human creature, as like vanity in me perhaps to sa]^, 
well as in the ignobler animals? that this urgency in him on this 
None of his famuv are exception- occasion, wore the face of art, in 
able — but himself, indeed. . The order to engage me into measures 
characters of 'the ladies are ad- from which { might not easily ex- 
iniraUe — but X shall incur the tricate mysel£ ^ I said, that I 
imputation I wish to avoid. Yet should not be affected by the 
whatalookofcensoriousnessdoes splendour of even a rovaf title, 
it carry in an unsparing friend . to Goodness^ I thought, was great" 
^ake one to task for dbing t^t ness; that the excellbntcharactecs 
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6f fhel^eftofbh&m^lf^veiffhed ed; the indignitiea all his fknuly 
t(i6ireiHtA^me,ihanihecbn8iaera- were likewise treated with; as 
tioii that th(|7 were sisters to Lord also myself; avowedly in malioe 
VL. and daiight^ of sin earl: that to him, or he should not presame 
he would not hat^i ''found en- to take upon himself to resent for 
tonrageideni frdm me, had my me, without my leave [the artful 
friends been consisnting to this ad- wretch saw he would nave laid 
dress, if he had 6rily amererela- open here, had he not thus 
tive merit to thdse ladies; since iii guarded! — all these considera- 
that case, the ver^ reasons thai tions called upon him to shew a 
made me admire iherfl^ would have proner resentment: and he would 
been so many objectibns to their leafeitto me to judge, whether it 
idnsman, would be reasonable for him, as a 

I then assured him , that it was man of spirit, to bear such insult-s, 
with infinite concern, that I hsld ifit were not f</rm^ sake. I would 
found myself drawn into an epis- be pleased id consider, in the next 
iolary correspondence with him ; place, whether the situation I was 
(Bspecially since that correspond- m (a prisoner in my father's house, 
ence had been prohibited: — and and my whole family determined 
Che only agjreeable use I could to compel me to marry a man un- 
think of making of thisunezpected worthy of me; and that speedily, 
and undesired interview, was, to and whether 1 consented or not) 
let him know that I should from admitted of delay in the pre- 
hencefortii think myself obliged ventive measures he was desirous 
to discontinue it. And I hoped, to put me upon, in the tost resort 
that he would not have the thought only. Nor was there a necessity, 
of engaging me to carry it on by he said, if I were actually in Lady 
menacing my relations. Bett;^*s protection, that I should 

There was light enough to dis- be his, if, afterwards. I should 
tinguish, that he looked very see any thing objectiole in his 
grave upon this. He so much conduct. 

valued my free choice, he said. But what would the world con- 
and my un&2a««6d favour (scominff elude would be the end, I de- 
to set nimself upon a footing with manded, were I, in the last resort. 
Soknes in the compulsory methods as he proposed, to throw myself 
used in that man*8 behalf) that he into the protection of his friends, 
should hate himself, were he but that it was with such a 
capable of a view of intimidating view? 

me by so very poor a method. But, And what less did the world 
nevertheless, there were two think noti7, he asked, than that I 
thing8tobeconsidered:first, that was confined that I might not? 
the continual outrages he was You are to consider, madam, you 
treated with; the spies .set over have not now an option; and to 
him, one of which he had detect- whom it is owing that you have 
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tkoi\ and thatyou are in tbepower 
of those (parents why should I call 
them?) who are determined, that 
you shall no< have an option. AH I 
propose is , that you will embrace 
such a protection; — but not tiU 
you have tried every way, to avoid 
the necessity for it. 
; And five me leave to say, pro- 
ceeded he, that if a correspond- 
ence on which I have founded all 
my hopes, is, at this critical con- 
juncture, to be broken off ; and if 
you are resolved not tohe provided 
against the worst; it must oe plain 
to me, that you will at lasty ield to 
that worst — worst to me only — ^^ 
^it cannot be to you — and ihienl 
. land he put his hand clenched to 
- nis forehead] how shall I bear the 
supposition? — T^^n will you be 
that Solmes^s! — But, by all that*s 
sacred, neither he. nor your bro- 
ther, nor your uncles, shall enjoy 
their triumph — perdition seize 
my soul, if tney shall? 

The man's vehemence frighten- 
J6A vfiRi yet in resentment, I would 
£ave1^ft him; but throwing him- 
telf M my' feet again, Leave me 
not tnils — 1.^.^8eech you, dearest 
inadani, leav4' me not thus in de- 
spair, t^iieel not, repenting of 
what I have vowed in such a case 
as that I have suppbsedl - I revow 
it, at your feet! ^ and so he did. 
But think not it is by way of 
menace,' or to intimidate you to 
favour me. If your heart inclines 
you [and then ne arose] to obey 
your father fyour brother rather) 
and to haveSolmes; although I 
shall avenge myself on those who 
luure insulted me, for their insults 



to myself and family; vet will I 
tear out my heart from this bosom 
(if possible with my own hands) 
were it to scruple to give up its 
ardours to a woman capabfo of 
such a preference. 

I told him, that he talked to me 
in very high language; but he 
might assure himself, that I never 
would have Mr. Solmes (yet 'that 
this I said not in favour to him), 
and I had declared as much to-my 
orelations, were there not such a 
man as himself in the world. ' ' 

Would I declare^ that I wo^ld 

still honour him with my corre* 

spondence? — He could not bear, 

I that , hoping to obtain Greater in- 

\ stances of my favour, he should 

i forfeit the only one he had to 

boast of. 

I bid him forbear rashness or 
resentment to any of my family, 
and I would, for some time at least, 
till I saw what issue my present 
trials wel^ likely to have, proceed 
with a correspondence, which, 
I nevertheless , my heart cofi- 
'demned—^ 

1 ^ And his spirit him, the impa- 
tient Creature said, interrupting 
me, for bearing what he did ; when 
he considered , that the necessity 
of it was imposed upon him, not 
by my will (for then would .lid 
bear it cheerrally, and a thousand 
times more) but by creatures-^ 
and there he stopt. 

I told him plainly that he might 
thank himself (whose indifferent 
character, as to morals, had given 
such a handle against him) for 
It was but just, that a man sb 
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be spoken evil of^ who set no value say to obtain belief, and a power 
upon his reputation. over one? I made many efforts to 

He o£fSered to vindicate himself: go ; and now it was so dark, that I 
but I told him, I would judge him oegan to have great apprehen- 
by his own rule — by his actions^ sions. I cannot say from his he-- 
nothy his pro fesgions. haviour: indeed, he has a ^ood 

Were not his enemies, he said, ' deal raised himself in my opinion 
so powerful, and so determined; 'by the personal respect, even to 
ana had they not already shewn reverence, which he paid me da- 
their intentions in sueh high acts ring the whole conference; for al- 
of even cruel compulsion; but though he flamed out once, upon 
would leave me to my choice, or a supposition that Solmes might 
to my desire of living single; .he succeed, it was upon a supposi- 
would have been content to nn* tion that would excuse passion, if 
dergo a twelvemonth*s probation^ any thing could, you know, in a 
or more: buthewasx^onndentthat man pretending to love with fer- 
one month would, either complete j vour : although it was so levelled, 
all their purposes, or render them I that I could not avoid resent* 
abortive: and 1 oest knew what ing it 

He recommended himself to my 



hopes I had of my fouher*8 rece- 
ding — he did not know him, if I 
hsLdany. 

I said, I would try every me- 
thod, that either my duty or my 
influence upon any of them should 
suggest, before I would put my- 
seu into any other protection: and 
if nothing else wpuld do, would 
resign the envied estate ; and that 
I dared to say w<mld. 

He was contenied, he said, to 
abi^e that issue.* , He should be 
far from wishing me to embrace 
any other protection ,' but , as he 
had frequently said, in the last 
necessity. But, dearest creature, 
catching my hand with ardour, 
and pressing it to his lips , if the 
yieloinj^ up that estate will do — 
resign it ; — and be mine — and I 
will-corroborat^, with all my soul, 
yofir resignation I 



favour at parting, with great 
earnestness, yet with as great sub- 
mission ; not offering to condition 
any thin^ with me ; although he 
hinted his wishes for another 
meeting: which I forbad him ever 
attempting a^'ain in the same 
place. — And I will own to you, 
from whom I should be really 
blameable to conceal any thing, 
that his arguments (drawn from 
the disgraceful treatment I meet 
with^ ot what I am to expect, madte 
me oegfn to apprehend, that I 
shall be under an obirgation to be 
either the one ttran's, or the other's 
— and if so , I fancy, I sh^jl not 
incur your blame, were I to say, 
which of t^e two it must be. You 
have saidi which it must not be. 
But,' my dear, the single life' is 
by far the most eligible tO me: m* 



This was not ungenerously deeef it is. And I nope yet to be 
•aid : but what wi|l not these men ' permitted to miake that option. 
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I got back without observation : 
but the apprehension that I should 
not, gave me great uneasiness; 
and made me beein my (letter in a 
greater flutter than he gave me 
cause to be in^ except at the first 
seeing him; for then indeed my 
sprits failed me ; and it was a par- 
ticutar felicity, that, in such a 
fnght, and alone with him, I 
fainted not away. 

I should add j that having re* 
ptoached him with his behaviour 
the last Sunday at church, he 
solemnly assured me, that it was 
not what had been represented to 
me: that he did not eaepectio see 
me there: but hoped to have an 
opportunity to.address himself to 
my father, and to be permitted to 
attend him home. • But that the 

food Dr. Lewen had persuaded 
im not to attempt speaking to 
any of the family^ at that time; 
observing to him the emotions into 
which his presence had put every 
body.. He intended no pride, or 
haughtiness of behaviour, he as- 
sured me J and that the attributing 
suebtoium wJEut^the effect of that 
illrwill which he had the mortifi-^ 
cation to £nd insuperable : adding 
that when he bowed to m^r mother, 
it was a compliment he intended 
generally to eVerf one inthe pew, 
as well as toAar, whom he sincerely 
veaerated. 

If he may be believed (and I 
Bhoold think he would not have 
oome purposely todefy my family, 
yet expect fiivour from me) one 
inay. see, m^ dear, the force of 
hatred, which misrepresents all 
things: -i-yet' why.sl|onld Shorqr 



I (except offieiously to please her 

Srincipals) make a report in his 
isfavour? He told me, that he 
t would appeal to Dr. Lewen for his 
justification on this head; adding, 
that the whole conversation be> 
tween the Doctor and him turned 
upon his desire to attempt to re- 
conoile himself to U9 all, in the 
face of the ehurdi; and upon the 
£>octor*s endeavouring to aissnade 
him from making such a public 
overture, till he knew ho wit would 
rbe accepted* But to what pur- 

Eose his appeal, when I am de- 
arred from seeing^that good man, 
'or any one who would advise me 
what to do in my present- difficult 
situation! 

I iaacy, my dear, however, that 
there would hardly be a guilty 
person in tite worlds were each 
suspected or accused person to tell 
his or her own stem and be al- 
lowed any deg^ree pf credit. 
. I have written a yery long 
letter. 

To be so particular as you re* 
^uire in subjects of conversatiODi 
it is impossible to be short. 
. I will add to it only the assu 
ranee, that: I am, and ever will be, 

Your affectionate and faithful ^ 
friend aikd servavit, 

CLlSISSA HABEiOWn* 

You'll be>sogood^ my dear, as 
to remember, that the date of your 
last l^ter tome was the ^th. 




IT? 



TBK BISTOBr OF 



batiiig to you a regard for Love- 
lace, and would not be persuaded 
to the contrary; and sinee yoa 
only strengthened theirargnments 
against Yourself by denying it; 
you did but just as I would have 
done, in giving way to their 
suspicions , and trying what that 
would do — but if — but if «»— 
pray, my dear, indalffe me a little 
— you yourself think it was ne» 
cessary to apologize tome for that 
change of style to them — and till 
^ou will speak out like a fiiend to 
her unquestiitniMe friend, I most 
tease you a little — let itmn there* 
fore; for it will run — 
' ilf), then, there be not a reason 
for this diange of style, whichyou 
have not thought fit to give me, foe 
so good as tQ watch , as I once be^ 
fore advised you, how the .cause 
for it will come on — why should 
it be permitted to steal upon youy 
and you know nothing of the 
matter? . 

When we get a great cold, we 

are apt to puzzle ourselves to find 

out when it began, or how we got 

it; and when that is accounted 

his own story (having alsobehaved j for^ down we sit contented, and let 



LBTTBB 
Klif Howe to MUi CkuriBM H«rloir«. 

IBimday, March 19. 

I BEG your pardon, my dearest 
friend, for having given you occa- 
sion to remind me of the date of 
my last* I was willing to have 
before me as much of the workings 
of yourtot>e relations as possible; 
being verily persuaded, that one 
side or the other would have 
yielded by this time: and then I 
should have had some degree of 
certainty to found my observations 
upon. And indeed what can I 
write that I have not already 
written? — You know, that I can 
•do nothing but rave at your stupid 

Eersecutors: and that you don't 
ke. I have ad vised you to resume 
your own estate: that you won*t 
do. You cannot bear the thoughts 
of having their Solmes: and Love- 
lace is resolved you shall. be his, 
>let who will say ti the contrary. I 
think you must be either'^the one 
man's or the other's. Let us see 
what their next step will be. 
As to Lovelace , while he tells 



so handsomely on ms intrusion in it have its course ; or, if it be veiy . 
the woodhouse; and intended so troublesome, take a sweat, ortise 



well at cburch) who can say, that 
the man is in the least olame- 
worthy? — Wicked people: to com- 
bine against so innocent a manl — 



other means to get rid of it — so 
my dear, before the malady ^ou 
wot of, yet wot not of, grows so im- 
portunate, as that you must be 



But, as I said, let us see what /ActV obliged to sweat it out, letjne ad- 
next step will be, and what course ^ vise you to mind how it comes on. 
you will take upon it; and then we .For i am persuaded , as surely as 
mav be the more enlightened. that I am now writing to you^ that 
As to your change of style to the indiscreet vioieuee of your 
«rAiii>nncies,andbrotherandsi8ter, fneads on one hand,- and thf^ip- 
""iy were so fond of attri- jsinuating address of Lovelace on 



> 
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the other, (if the man be not a 

freater fool than any body thinks 
im) will effectually bring it to 
this, and do all his work for him. 

But let it — if it must be Love- 
lace or Solmes, the choice cannot 



clearly and explicitly tell me, hoif 
far Lovelace lias^ or nas not, a hold 
in your affections, I could better 
advise you what to do, than at 
j^resent I can. You , who are so 
famed for prescience, as I may call 



admit of debate. Yet if all be|it: and than whom no young lady 
true that is reported, I should ever had stronger pretensions to a 
prefer almost any of your other share of it; have had, no doubt^ 
lovers to either; unworthy as (Ae^j reasonings in your heart about 
also are. But who can be worthy ! him, supposing you were to be one 



of a Clarissa? 

I wish you are not indeed angry 
with ni'e for harping so much on 



day his [no doubt but you have 
had the same in Soimes*8 case: 
whence the ground for the hatrea 



one string. 1 must own, that I of the one: and for the condift'onal 
should think myself inexcusable /liktn^ of the other]: will you tell 
80 to do (the rather, as I am bold me, my dear, what you ha^e 
enough to imagine it a point out thought of Lovelace's best &nd of 
of all dOubt from fifty places* in his worst? — How far eligible for 
your letters , were I to labour the the^'firsi ; how far rejectible for th<) 
proof) if you would ingenuously lastf — Then weighing both parts 
own — in opposite scales, we shall see 

Own what? you'll say. Why, which js likely to preponderate; 
ni;^ Anna Howe, I hope you don't : or rathe1rwhichdo6^ jpreponderate. 
think that I am alreaciy in love! — Nothing less than the knowledge 
* No, to be sure! how can your of the inmost recesses of your 
Anna Howe have such a thought? '. heart, can satisfy my love and my 
—What then shall we call it? You; friendship. Surely, you are not 
have helped me to a phrase. — A i afraid to trust yourself mih a se- 
conditional kind of liking 1 — that's ' cret of this nature : if you are, then 
it. — O my friend ! did I not know ' you may the more allowably aoubt 
bow mucn you despise prudery ; ! me. But I dare sa^ , you will not 
and that you are too young , and ^ own either. — Nor is there, I hope, 
toolovely, to be a prude -^ | cause for either. 

But avoiding such hard names, ] Be pleased to observe onethinjg, 
let me tell you one things my dear my dear, that whenever I have 
(which nevertheless I nave told 'given myself any of those airs of 

fou before); and that is /At9; that raillery, which have seemed to 
shall think 1 have reason to be make you look about you (when, 
highly displeased with you, if, likewise, your case may call for a 
when you write to me, you en- more serious turn from a sym- 
deavour to keep from me any se- pathizihg friend) it has not been 
cret of your heart 'upon those pasisages whic^ 

Let me add, that if yon would written, though perhaps 
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'dEMi*ft be alamed, mj Hear i «• 
little caue of doairt: nt 



3^90 gnre aev words for 
tiufigs: wbenroaeooievitii jcNir 
curi/ftitie*^ with joor e^^wHti^ffkai 
tUan^^aadwithjfAtr nrrm nurin 
(iDiikd bcrw I spell the word] in a 
ease tliat with ererf other person 
defies all pmdenee. — Orert aets 
of treason all these, against the 
sorereien friendship we hare 
avowed to each other! 

Remember, that jon foond me 
oat In a moment. Ton challenged 
me. I owned diiectW, that there 
was only my pride between the 
man and me ; for I eonid not 
endore, I told joiu to think it in 
the power of anj fellow living to 
give me a monienti's oneanness. 
And then my man, as Ihave else- 
where said, was not soch a one as 
joon : §o I had reason to impute 
lall at mneh to mj own inconsi* 
deration^ as to his poufer oyer me : 
nay, more. Bat still more toyours. 
For joa reasoned me ont of the 
curionty first : and when the liking 
was broogfat to be Cfmdiiianal — 
whj then, yoa know, I throbbed no 
moreaboathioL 

O I pray now^ as roa say, now I 
have mentioned that my fellow 
wai not such a charming fellow as 
yours, let Miss Bidda^h, Hiss 
Lloya, Miss Campion, and me, 
have your opinion, how far figure 
ought to engage us: with a view 
to your own case however — miVi 
that ^ 9M Mr. Tony says — and 
whether a/ a//, if the man be vain 
of it; fincci OS you observe in a 




Tonmnstknow^ timtthissQb- 
was waimly debated 




Miss Lioyd wished me to write to 
yon upon it for TO«r opinion; to 
whichin eveiy debated case, we 
always paid the greatest defer- 
ence. 1 hope yon will not be ao 
mach engrossed by your wan 
weighty cares, as not to have 
freedom of mirifB enoo^ to enter 
upon the task. — Ton know how 
nuich we all admire yoor opinion 
on such topics; wfa^ ever pro- 
daces som^hing new and ins£Q&> 
tive, as yon handle thesobjects. 
And pray tell as to whatyon think 
it owing, that your man seemsso 
careful to adorn that self -adorned 
person of his; yetso manages, that 
one cannot for one's heart think 
him a coxcomb? — Let thia 

Suestion, and the above tasks, 
iver^ and not displease you, my 
dear — one subject, though ev^^ ' 
so important, could never yet- 
engross your capacious mind. IP 
they should displease you, you 
must recollect the many instances . 
of my impertinence which you 
have forgiven, and tbensay, ^* Tins 
is a mad girl: butyetllove her I-^ 
And she is my own.** 

Ajdu Hows, 
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. iiBTTBE ' zxxTm. henelf , and would trinmph that 

Ubs oittbM Hariowe to Mu« Howe. ^«' friend had been no more able 

to escape than she. Noble minds, 
Monday, Mwch 90. emulative of perfection (and yet 

YouB last 80 sensibly affects me, the passion properly directed, I 
that I must pos^one every other do not take to be an imperfectitm 
consideration, however weighty, neither), may be allowed a little 
to repLj to it: and this X will do generous envy, I think, 
very distinctly, and with all the If I. meant by this a reflection^ 
openness ofheart which our mutual by way of revenge, it is but are- 
friendship demands. , .. venge, my dear, in the «o/) sense 

But let me Qbserve in the first of the word. I love, as I have told 
place, gratefully observe, that if I you,, your pleasantry. Although 
nave in fifty passages of my letters at the time your reproof may pam 
given you such undoubied pioofB me a little; yet on recollection, 
of mv value for Mr. Lovelace, that when I find in it more of the 
you navesparedme for the sake of cautioning friend, than of the 
wj explidiness ^ it is acting by me satirising observer, I shall be all 
with a generosity worthy of your- gratitude upon it. All the business 
aelf. wIV be this ; I shall be sensible of 

But lives the man, think you, the pain in the present letter perw 
who is so very bad, that he does haps ; but I shall thank you in the 
not give even a doubiting mind ''next, and ever after, 
reason at one time to be better In this way, I hope, my dear, 
pleased with hiyn than at another $ you will, account fdr a little of that 
And when that reason offers, is it sensibility which you will find 
not just to express one's self ac« above , and perhaps still more, as 
corcUngly? I would do the man I proceed. — You frequently re< 
who addresses me as much justice, mmd me, by an excellent example^ 
as if he did not a4dress me: it has your own to me, that I must not 
euchalookof tyranny, it appears spare ^mi. ^ . 

80 ungenerous , m.ethinks , in our . I am not conscious that I have 
sex, to use a man worse for his written any thing of this man, that 
respect to us (no other cause for has not been more in his dispraise 
disrespect occurring), that I would than in his favour,- Such v» the 
not by any means be that person man, that I think I must have been 
who shouM do so, . faulty, and ought to take myself 

But although I m^y intend.no account, if I had not: but it you 
more than justice, it will perhaps think otherwise, I will not put you 
be difficult to hinder thosc^ who upon labouring (he proof, as you '■ 
know the man*s vipws, from con- call it. My conduct must then 
struinjg; it as a partial favour : and have a faulty appeartmce at least, 
especially if the eager-eyed ob- and I will endeavour to reeti"^ 
aecver . has been' fonnerly touched Birt of this I a88iiveyoii,>that 
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ever internretetioii toy words were 
capable ot, I intendea not aDV re- 
serve to jotu I wrote my heart 
at the time: — if I bad had 
thoug^htsof disgainngity or been 
conscioiu, that there was reason 
for doing so, perhaps I bad not 
given you the opportnni^ of re- 
maricing upon my cuiiosify after 
bis relations' esteem for me; nor 
upon my conditional liking^ and 
8uch*like. All I intended by the 
first, 1 believe, I honestly told you 
at the time: to that letter I there- 
fore refer, whether it make for me, 
or against me: and by the other, 
that 1 might bear in mind, what it 
became a person of my sex and 
character to be and to do , in such 
an unhappy situation, where €k^^ 
imputed love is thought an undu- 
tiful, and therefore a criminal 
passion; and where the supposed 
obiect of it is a man of faulty mo- 
rals too. And I am sure you will 
excuse my desire of appearing at 
those times the person 1 ought to 
be; hadi no other view in it but to 
merit the continuance of your 
good opinion. ' 

'But that I may acquit myself of 
having reserves — O, my dear, I 
must here break off! — 

ZiESTTES XXXIX. 
'MiM Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Monday, March 20. 

This letter will s^ccount to tou, 
n^ dear, for my abrupt breaking 
off in the Answer I was writing to 
yoiars of yesterday; and which, 
poiBmbly, I shall not be able to 
««j.k — '^8«n4youtiUto-mow>w 



ornextday; having a great deal 
to say to the suMeets you pat to 
me in it. What I am now to give 
you are the particulars of anotner 
effort made by my friends, through 
the good Mrs. Norton. 

It seems they had sent to her 
yesterdaj, to ble here this day, to 
take their instructions , and to try 
what she could do with me. It 
would, at least, I suppose they 
thought have this effect; to render 
me inexcusable with her^ or t6'let 
her see, that there was no room for 
the expostulations she had often 
wanted to make in my favour to 
my mother. 

The declaration that my heart 
was freey afforded them an argu- 
ment to prove obstinacy and per- 
▼Crseness upon me; since it could 
be nothing else that governed me 
in my opposition to their wills, if I 
had no particular esteem for an? 
other man: and now, that I have 
given them reason (in order to 
obviate this argument), to sup- 
pose that 1 haoe a preference to 
another, they are resolved to carnr 
their schemes into execution & 
soon as possible. And in order to 
this, they sent for this good 
woman, for whom they know J 
have even a filial regard. 

She found assembled my father 
and mother, my brother ai^d 
sister, my two uncles, .iqindlqiy 
auntHervey. 

Mv brother acquainted her with 
all that had passed since she was 
last permitted to see me ; with the 
contents of my letters avowing 
my regard for Mr. Lovelace (ks 
they all interpreted them); with 
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the substance of their answers to 
them ; and with their resolutions. 

My mother spoke next; and de- 
livered herself to this effect, as 
the good woman told me. 

Alter recitinff how many times 
I had been indulged in my refusals 
of different men, and the pains 
she had taken with me, to induce 
me to oblige my whole family in 
one instance out of five or six, and 
my obstinacy upon it; *'0 my 
good Mrs. Norton ," said the dear 
mdy, *' could you have thought, 
that my Clarissa and your Clarissa 
was capable of so determined an 
opposition to the will of parents so 
indulgent to her? Dut see what 
you can do with her. The matter 
is gone too far to be receded from 
on our parts. Her father had 
concluded every thing with Mr. 
Solmes, not doubting her com- 
pliance. Such noble settlements, 
Mrs. Norton, and such advantages 
to the whole.family ! In short, she 
has it in her power to lay an obli- 

fation upon ua all. Mr. Solmes, 
nowing she hiis good priuciplcs, 
and hoping b}' his patience noiOj 
and good treatment hereafter, to 
engage her gratitude, and by de- 
grees her love , is willing to over- 
look all! 

[Overlook all, my dearl Mr. 
Solmesto overlook Ml There's a 
word ! ] 

**So, Mrs. Norton, if you axe 
convinced , that it is a child's duty 
to submit to her parents' autho- 
rity, in the most \mportant point 
as well as in the least, 1 beg you 
will try your influence over her; 
/have none: her father has none: 
ClarUta.lL "^ 
/ 



hep imcles neither: although it is 
her jlpparent interest to oblige us 
all; for, on that condition, her 
grandfather*8 estate is not half of 
what, living and dying, is pur- 

Eosea to bo done for her. If an^ 
ody can prevail with her, it is 
you; and 1 hope you will heartily 
enter upon this task." 

My arrogant brother told her, 
she was sent for to expostulate 
with his sister^ and not with them. 
And this, Goody Norton [she is 
always goody with him !] you may 
tell her J that the treaty with Mr. 
Solmes IS concluded: that nothing 
but her compliance with her duty 
is wanting; of consequence, that 
there is no room for your expostu- 
lation, or ftcr* either. 

Be assured of this, Mrs. Norton; 
said my father, in an angry tone, 
that we will not be baffled by her. 
We will not appear like fools in 
this matter, and as if we had no 
authority over our own daughter. 
We will not, in short, be bullied 
out of our child by a cursed rake, 
who had like to nave killed our 
only son 1 — And so she had better 
make a merit of her obedience: 
for comply she shall, if I live; in- 
dependent as she thinks my 
father's indiscreet bounty has 
made her of me, herfdther. In- 
deed, since that, she has never 
been what she was before. An un- 
just bequest 1 — And it is likely to 
prosper accordingly 1 — But if she 
marry that vile I.iOvelace, I will 
litigate every shilling witb 
, tell her so; and that the w' 
be set aside, and^Aa//. 

12 
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Aly uucluii joiuoU, with equal 

Aly liiitlibi' wtti violent in his 
di ci'iiutiijuu. 

My Atiiiiv put in with vehemence, 
Gu thubmuB ttide. 

]^1 y uuiit iieryey was pleased to 
tju> ,tiiuru was no article so proper, 
fur pHiuiita to govern in, as this of 
iiiuniuge: and it was very fit, mine 
^liouidpe obliged. 

Thus instructed., the good 
woman came up.to me. She told 
me all that had passed, and was 
very earnest with. ^e .to comply; 
and. so much justice, did she to the 
task imposed upoi^,Mr) that 1 
more than once thought} that her 
own opinion went witn theirs. But 
when she saw what an immove- 
able aversion I had to the man, 
she lamented with me Hieir deterr 
mined resolution: and then 
examined into the sincerity of 
my declaration, that I would 
gladly compound with them by 
living single. Of this being satis- 
fied, she was so convinced that 
this offer, which, carried into exr 
eeution, would exclude Lovelace 
eff'cctuaily, ought to be accepted, 
that she would go down (although 
I told .her, it was what I had 
tendered over-and-over to no pur- 
pose) and undertake to be gua- 
rantee for me on that score. 

She went accordingly j but soon 
returned in tears: beme used 
harshly for urging this alterna- 
tive: — they had a right to my 
obedience upon their own terms, 
they said: my proposal was an 
*»*ifi«»e, only to gain time: no- 
^ut marrying Mr. Solmes 



sJiould do : they had told me bo be- 
fore: they' should not be at rest 
till it was done; for they knew 
what an interest Lovelace had in 
my heart : I had as good sls owned 
it in my letters to my nncies , and 
brother and sister, although I had 
most disingenuously declared 
otherwise t6 my motheri I de- 
pended, they said, upon /^etr in- 
dulgence , and my oum power over 
them: they would not have ba- 
nished me from their presence, if 
they had not known that their 
consideration for me was greater 
than mine for them. And they 
would be obeyed, orl never should 
be restored to their favour, let the 
consequence be what it would. 

My Drother thought fit to tell 
the good woman, that her whining 
nonsense did but harden me. 
There was a perversene88,he said, 
in female minds , a tragedpr-pride, 
that would make aromanticyoiing 
creature, such a one as me, risk 
any thing to obtain pity. I was 
of an ace^ and a^Jturn fthe inso- 
lent said] to be fond of a lover-like 
distress: and my ^rief (which she 
pleaded) would never .break my 
heart: 1 should sooner \vfi^ that 
of the best and most indulgent of 
mothers. He added, ,t6at she 
might once more go up to me: .but 
that, if she prevailed not, ^e 
should suspect, that the man they 
all hated had found a way to at- 
tach her to his interest. 

Every body blamed him for this 
unworthy reflection, which greatly 
affected the good woman. But 
nevertheless he said, and nobody 
coptradicted him, that if she coold 
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not prevail upon her sweet child [as reception I met with on my retom 
it seems she had fondly called me], from Miss Howe, and the manner 
she had best withdraw to her own in which the proposal of Mr,Solme8 
home, and there tarry till she was was made to me (which was sudi 
sent for; and so leave her sweet as left nothing to my choice), and 
child to her fatber*s management, before I had had an opportunity to 

Sure nobody ever had so inso- converse with him , were not what 
lent, so hard-hearted a brother, she had by any means approved of* 
as I have ! So much resignation to She was silenced, you will guess 
be expected from me! So much by whom, — with, — My dear I my 
arrogance,andtosogoodawoman, dear! — you have 6i;6r something 
and of so fine ai> understanding, to say, something to palliate, for 
to be allowed in him ! this rebel of a girl! — Bemember 

She nevertheless told him , that her treatment of you, of me! — 
however $be. might be ridiculed Remember, that the wretch, whom 
for speaking of the sweetness of we so justly hate, would not dare 
my disposition, she must take to persist m his purposes , but for 
upon her to say, that there never herencoi9ragemcntof^m,andob- 
was a sweeter in the sex : and that stinacy toux.— Mrs.Norton(angrily 
she had ever found , that by mild to herj go up to her once more — 
methods, and gentleness, I might and if you think gentleness will 
at any time be prevailed upon, do, you have a commission to be 
even in points against my own gentle. — If it will not, never make 
judgment and opinion. use of that plea again. 

My aunt Uervey hereupon said, Ay, my good woman, said my 
It was worth while to consider mother, try your force with her. 
what Mrs. Norton said : and that My sister Hervey and I will go up 
she had sometimes allowed herself to her, and brin^ her down in our 
to. doubt, whether I had been hands, to receive her father's 
he^an with by such methods as blessing, and assurances of every 
generous tempers are only to be body's love, if she will be prevailed 
in^^uenced by, in cases where their upon: and, in that case, we will 
heaH.8 are supposed to be opposite all love you the .better for your 
to the will of their friends. good offices. ' 

She had both my brother and Shecame up to me. and repeated 
sister upon her for this: who re- all these passages with tears: but 
ferred to my mother, whether she 1 told her, that after what had 
had not treated me with an mr passed between us, she could not 
dnlgence that had hardly any ex- hope to prevail upon me to comply 
ample. with measures so wholly my bro- 

My mother said , she mu^ own, therms ; and so much to my aver- 
that no indulgence had been want- sion. — And then folding me to 
ing^om her; but she must need her maternal bosom , I leave* 
•ayi and had o/i!en said it, thatth^ my dearest miss, said shf 

12* 
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leave yon , because \ must I — But dearest miss : and , addled to wbat 
let me beseech you to do nothing \ I hare said, do y>*u only consider, 
rashly ; nothing unbecoming your that if, by pursuing your own will, 
oharacter. If all be true that is and rejecting /A«V.*, yoa.<^»M/dbe 
saidy Mr. Lovelace cannot dr*srrve . unhappy, you will be deprived of 
you. If you ca/i com ply, remember- all that consolation which those 
it is your duty to comply. They ; have, who have been directed by 
take not, I own, the right method | their parenfa, although the event 
with «o generous a spirit. Hut re-: prove not answerable to their 
member, that there would not be ; wishes. 

any merit in your compliance, if I I w/u,<fr go, repeated she: — your 
it were no/ to DC against your own i brother will say (and she wept) 
liking. Remember also, what is 'that I harden you by my ichining 
expected from a character so extra- nonsense. 'Tis indeed hard , that 



ordinary as yours: remember it is 
in your power to unite or disunite 
your whole family for ever. Al- 
though it should Sit present be dis 



so much regard should be paid to 
the hunmurs of one child; and so 
little to the inclination of another. 
But let me repeat, that it is your 



agreeable to you to be thus com- 1 duty to acquiesce, if you can ac 
pelled, your prulence, 1 dare say, ! quiesce: your father has given your 
when you consider the matter se-! brother's schemes Aw sanction: and 
riously, will enable you to get over ' thpy are now his, Mr. Lovelace, 
all prejudices against the one, and J 1 doubt, is not a man that will 
all prepossessions in favour of the 'justify yo//r choice so much as he 
other: and then the obligation! will /Ae'/r dislike. It is easy to see 
you will lay all your family under, j that your brother has a view in 
will be not only meritorious in discrediting you with all your 
you, with regard to them, but in j friends, with your uncles in parti- 
a few months, very probably cular: but for that very reason, 



highly satisfactory, as well as re 
putable to yourself. 

Consider, my dear Mrs. Norton, 
said I, only consider, that it is not 
a small thingthaf is insisted upon; 
nor for a short duration; it is for 
my life: couiidertoo, that all this 
is owing to an over-bearing 
brother, who governs every body. 
Consider how desirous I am to 



you should comply, if possible, in 
order to disconcert his unsjenerous 
measures. I will pray for you; 
and that is all I can do for you. 1 
must now go down, and mcake a 
report, thatyou are resolved never 
to have Mr. Solmes — Must I? — 
Consider, my dear Miss Clary — 
Must 1 ? 
Indeed you must! — But of this 



oblige tUem, if a dmjle Life, and I do assure you, that 1 will do 
breaking all correspondence with | nothing to disgrace the part you 
the man they hate because my | have had in my education. I will 
brotherhatcshim, willdoit. jbear every thing that shall be 

'' consider every thing, my short of forcing my hand into /t?^ 
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who never can have any share in rupted my brother. — This, ma' 
my heart. J will try by patient dam, tins, &ir, is. your meek 
duty, by humility, to overcome 'daughter! This is Mrs. Norton's 
them. l>ut death will I choose^* sweet vhildl — Well, goody, you 
in any shape, rather than that! may return to 3'our own habita- 



tion. I am empowered to forbid 
you to have any correspondence 
with this perverse girl for a month 
to come , as you value the favour 
of our whole family , or of any in- 
dividual of it. 

» 

,_., ^ , And snying this, .uncontradicted 

lbatper8on8ofprudeuce,andjby any body, he himself shewed 

mmiishPf! t*ilpnf:« UUa vonvR her to the door — No doubt, With 

all that air of cruel insult, which 
the haughty rich can put on to the 
unhappy low, who have not pleased 
them. 



man. 

I dread to go down, said she, 
with so determined an answer: 
they will hare no patience with 
me. — But let me leave you with 
one observation, which I beg 
of you always to bear in mind: — 



distinguished talents, like yours, 
seem to be sprinkled through the 
world, to give credit, by their ex- 
ample, to religion and virtue. 
When such persons mil full if err, 
how great must be the fault! how 
ungrateful to that God, who 
blessed them with such talents! 
what a loss likewise to the world ! 
what a wound to vii*tue! — But 
this, I hope, will never be to be 
said of Miss Clarissa Harlowe I V 

I could give her no answer, but 
by my tears. And 1 thought, when 
she went away the better half of 
my heart went with her. 

I listened to hcarwijat reception 
she would meet with below: and 
found it was just such a one as she 
had apprehended. 



So here , my dear Miss Howe , I 
am deprived of the advice of one 
of the most prudent and conscien- 
tious women in the world, were I 
to have ever bo much occasion 
for it. 

I might indeed write (as I pre- 
sume, under your cover), and re* 
ceive her answers to what I should 
write. But should such a cor* 
respondence be charged Upon her^ 
1 know she would not be guilty of 
a falsehood for the world; nor 
even of an equivocation: and 



Will she, or will she noi^ be j should she own it after this prohi*^ 
Mrs. Solmes? None of your whi-j bit ion, she would forfeit my 
ninpr circumlocutions, Ms. Norton! mother's favour for ever. And in 
— [You may guess who said this] my dangerous fever, some time 
W^ill she, or will she not, comply : ago, Tengaged mv mother to pro- 
with her parents* will? jmise me, that, it I died before I 

This cut short all shewa^g^oing could do anythinjg^ for the good 
to say. • > woman , she would set her aDove 

If I mmt speak so briefly , miss want for'the rest of her life y should 
will sooner die , than have — her eyes fail her, br sickness \ 

Any body but Lovelace! inter- falher, and she could not prov 
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for herself, as she now so prettily 
does by her fine needleworks. 

What measures will they fall 
npon next? — Will they not recede 
men they find that it must be a 
rooted antipathy, and nothibg 
else, that coula make a tamper 
not naturally inflexible , so sturdy ? 

Adieu , my dear. Be you happy 1 
To know that it is in your power 
to be so , is all that seems wanting 
to make you so. 

Cl. Hablowb. 

LETTEB XL. 
Hlu Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Hqwe. 

[In eontinuation of the subject in letter 
xxxviii.] 

I WILL now, though midnight 
(for I have no sleep pn my eyes), 
resume the subject I was forced so 
abruptly to quit; and will obey 
jours, Miss Lloyd*s, Miss Cam- 
pion's, and Miss Biddulph's call, 
with as much temper as my divided 
thoughts will admit. The dead 
stillness of this solemn hour will, 
I hope, contribute to calm my 
disturbed mind. 

In order to acquit myself of so 
heavy a charge as that of having 
reserves to so dear a friend , I will 
acknowledge (and I thought 1 had 
over and over) that it is owing to 
my particular situation, if Mr. 
Lovelace appears to me in a 
tolerable light: and I take upon 
me to say, tnat had they opposed 
to him a man of sense , of virtue, 
of generosity: one who enjoyed 
his fortune with credit; who had a 
tenderness in his nature for the 
calamities of others, which would 



have given a moral assurance, that 
he would have been still less want- 
ing in grateful returns to an oblig- 
ing spirit: — had they opposed 
such a man as this to Air. Lovelace, 
and been as earnest to have me 
mari^ied , as now they are , I do not 
know myself, if they would have 
had reason to tax me with that in- 
vincible obstinacy which they lay 
to my charge: and this, whatever 
had been the figure of the man; 
since the heart is what the women 
should jud^e by in the choice we 
make , as tne best security for the 
party's good behaviour m every 
relation of life. 

But situated as I ami, thus per- 
secuted and driven; I own to you, 
that I have now-and-then bad a 
little more difficulty than I wished 
for, in passing by Mr. Lovelace's 
tolerable qualities, to keep up my 
dislike to him for his others. 

You say, I must have argued 
with myself in bis favour, and in 
his disfavour, on a supposition, 
that I might possibly be one day 
his. I own that I have ; and thus 
called upon by my dearest friend, 
I will set before you both parts of 
the argument. 

Andfirst, what occurred to mem 
his favour. 

At his introduction into our 
family, his negative virtues were 
insisted upon; — he was no 

gamester; no horse racer; no fox- 
unter; no drinker: my poor aunt 
Hervey had, in confidence, given 
us to apprehend much disagree- 
able evil (especially to a wffe of 
the least delicacy) from a wine 
lover: and common sense in- 
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sirncted us, that sobinety i& ^ 
man is no small point to be | 
secured, when so many mjschiefs 
happen daily from excess. I re- 
member, that my sister mctde the 
most of this favourable circum- 
stance in his character while she 
h^id any hopes of him. 

He was never thought to be a 
niggard: not even ungenerous: 
nor when his conduct came to be 
inquired into , an extravagant, a 
squanderer: his pride [so far was 
it a laudable nride] secured him 
from that. Then he was ever 
ready to o^n his errors. He was 
no jester upon sacred things: poor 
Mi. Wyerley's fault; who seemed 
to think, that there was wit in 
sayii^ bold [things, which would 
shoclk^^fi serious mmd. His conver- 
sation with us was always unex- 
ceptionable; even chastelyf so; 
which , be his actions what they 
would,, shewed him capable of 
being influenced by decent com- 
pany ; and that he might probably 
therefore be a led man, rather 
than a leader^ in other company. 
And one late instance, so late as 
last Saturday evening, has raised 
him not a little in my opinion, with 
regard to this point of good (and 
at the same time, of manly) be- 
haviour. 

As to the advantage of birth, 
that is of his side, above any man 
who has been found out for me. 
If we mayjudge by that expression 
of his, which you were pleased 
with at the time; *^ that upon true 
quality , and A^redsVar^ distinction, 
u good sense were not wanting, 
honour sat as easy as his glove i^^ 
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thai, witha^fan^liaranair, was 
his familiar expression; "whi^ 
none out the prosperous upstar4; 
MusHiiQOMED iuto rank (another of 
his p.eculiars) was arrogantly 
proud of it," — If, I say, we may 
judge of him by this, we shall con- 
clude in his favour, that he knoi^ 
what sort of behaviour is to be e^- 
pecteii from persons of Jpirtn, 
whether he act up to )t or not* 
Conviction is half way to amend- 
ment. 

His fortunes in possession are 
handsome ; in expectation , splen- 
did: so nothing need be said on 
that subject. 

But it is impossible, say some, 
that he should make a tender or 
kind husband. Those who are for 
imposing upon me such a man as 
Mr. Soimes, and by methods so 
violent, are not entitled to make 
this objection. But now, on this 
subject, let me tell you how I have 
argued with myself — For still 
you must remember, that I am 
upon the extenuating part of his 
character. 

A great deal of the treatment a 
wife may expect from him , will 
possibly depend upon herself. 
Perhaps she must practise as well 
as promise obedience, to a man so 
little used to control ; and must be 
careful to oblige. And what 
husband expects not this? — The 
more perhaps if he had not reason 
to assure himself of the preferable 
love of his wife before sue became 
such. And how much easier and 
pleasanter to obey the man of her 
choice, if he should be even 
reasonable sometimes, tha 
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she would not have had, could she permit his cousins Montague, or 
have avoided it? Then I think, . would either of those ladies accept 
as the men were the framers of of a {)ermission, to insult and 
the matrimonial office, and made ' tyrannize over me? — It cannot 
obedience a part of the woman's be. — Why then, think I often, do 

you tempt me, O my cruel friends, 
to try the difference? 

And then has the secret pleasure 
intruded itself, to be able to re- 



vow, she ought not, even in polic//, 
to shew him , that she can break 
through her part of tiie contract 
(however lightly she may think of 



the instance) , fest he should take j claim such a man to the paths of 
it into his head (himselfhisjudge)* virtue and honour: to be a 
to think as lightly of other jpoints,] secondary means, if I were to be 
which she may hold more im- , his, of saving him, and preventing 
portant — But indeed no point so the mischiefs so enterprising a 
solemnly vowed can be sligb t. i creature jnight otherwise be guilty 

Thus principled , and acting ac- ; of, if be be such a one. 
cordinglv, what a wretch must; When I have thought of him in 
that husband be, who could treat these lights (and that as a man of 
such a wife brutally I — Will sense he will sooner see his errors. 
Lovelace*8 wifebe the onlvperson, j than another) I own to you, that I 
to whom he will not pay the grate- have had some difficulty to avoid 
ful debt of civility and gooa man- 'taking the patn they so violently 
ners? He is allowed to be brave : | endeavour to make me shun : and 
who ever knew a brave man , if a ail that command of my passions 
man of sense, an universally base | which has been attributed to me 
man? And how much the gentle- as my greatest praise, and in ao 
ness of our sex, and the manner of , young a creature, as my distinc- 
our training up and education, tion, has hardly been sufficient 
make us need the protection of for me. 

the brave, and the countenance of i And let me add, that the favour 
the generous , . let the general ap- 1 of his relations (all but himself un- 
probation which we are all so exceptionable) has made a good 
naturally inclined to give tomen deal of additional weight, thrown 
of that character, testify. . j into the same scale. 

At worst, will he confine me But now in his disfavour. When 
prisoner to my chamber? Will he I have reflected upon the prohibi- 
deny me the visits of my dearest tion of my parents: the giddy ap- 
friend, and forbid me to cor- pearance, disgraceful to our sex^ 
respond with her? Will he take that such a preference \^ould have 
from me the mistrcssly manage- that there is no manner of like« 
ment, which I had not faultily lihood, inflamed by therencounter, 
discharged? Will he set a servant and upheld bv art and ambition 
over me, with licence to insult me ? on my brother s side, that ever the 
Will he, as he has not a sister j animosity will be got over, that I 
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must therefore be at perpetual 
variance with all my own family : 
that I must go to him , and to his, 
as an obliged and half-fortuhed 
person: that his aversion to them 
all is as strong as theirs to him: 
that his whole family are hated 
for his sake; they hating ours in 
return: that he has a very immoral 
chari^iter as to women : tliat 
knowing this, it is a high degree 
of impurity to think of joining in 
wedlock with such a man: that he 
is young, unbroken ^ his passions 
unsubdued: that he is violent in 
his temper, yet artful ; I am afraid 
vindictive too : that such au 
husband might unsettle me in all 
my own principles, and hazai'd my 
future hopes: that his Qwn rela- 
tions, two excellent aunts, and an 
uucle, fy*om whom he has such 
lar^e expectations, have no in- 
fluence upon him : that what 
tolerable qualities he has, are 
founded more in pride than in 
virtue : that allowing , as he does, 
the excellency of moral precepts, 
aud believing the doctrine of 
future rewards and punishments, 
he can live as if he despised the 
one, and defied the other : the pro- 
bability that the taint arising from 
such free principles, may go down 
into the. manners of posterity : that 
I, knowing these things, and the 
importance of them, should be 
more inexcusable than one who 
knows them not; since an error 
against judgment is worse, in- 
finitely worse, than an error in 
j udgment : — reflecting upon these 
things, I cannot help conjuring 
you, my dear., to pray with me, 



and to prav for me, that I may not 
be pushed upon such indiscreet 
measures , as will render me inex- 
cusable to myself: for that is the 
test, after all. The world's opi- 
nion ought to be but a secondary 
consideration. 

I have said in his praise, that he 
is extremely ready- to own his 
errors', but 1 have sometimes made 
a great drawback upon this 
article, in his disfavour; having 
been rfiady to apprehend, that 
this ingenuousness may possibly 
be attributable to two causes, 
neither of them, by any means, 
creditable to him. The. one , that 
his vices are so much his masters, 
that he attempts not to conquer 
them; the other, that be jmay 
think it policy, to give up one half 
of his character, to save the other^ 
when the whole mB.y be blameable : 
by this means, silencing by ac- 
knowledgment the objections he 
cannot answer; which may give 
him the praise of ingenuousness, 
when he can obtain no other; and 
when the challenged proof might 
bring out, upon discussion , other 
evils. These , you will allow , are 
severe constructions; but every 
thing his enemies say Of him cannot 
be false.. 

I will proceed by-.and by. 

SoMETiMBswe have both thought 
him one of the most undesigning 
m^relij witty men. we ever knew;, 
at other times one. of the deepest 
creatures we ever conversed mth. 
So that when in one visit we have 
imagined we fathomed him, in th 
next he has made us ready to gi 
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Idiii up as impenetrable. This 
impenetrableness, mjdear, iato 
be pat amonfl^ the shades in his 
character. — Yet, upon the whole, 
jon hare been so far of his party, 
that ^on hare contested , that his 
principal fault is orerfrankness, 
and too much regardlessness of 
appearances, and that he is too 
saidy to be rery artful : you would 
Save it'i that at the time he says 
any thing good, he means what ne 
speaks; that his Tariableness and 
levity are constitutional, owing to 
sound health, and to a soul and 
body [that was your observation] 
fitted for and pleased with each 
other. And hence you concluded, 
that could this consentaneousnesx 
[as you called it] of corporal and 
animal faculties be pomted by 
discretion; that is to say, could 
his vivacity be confined within the 
pale of hut moral obligations; he 
would be far from being rejectible 
as a companion for life. 

But I used then to say, and I 
still am of opinion, that he wants 
tL heart: ana if he does, he wants 
every thing. A wrong head may 
be convinced, may have a right 
tuxti given it: but who is able to 
fffye a hearty if a heart be wanting ! 
Divine Grace, working a miracle, 
or next to a miracle, can only 
change a bad heart. Should not 
one fiy the man who is but 
iunpected of such a one? What, 
what, do parents do, when they 
endeavour to force a child's in- 
clination, but tnake her think 
better than otherwise she would 
think*6f aiaanobnolioutf to them- 
lelves, and perhaps whose char- 



acter will not stand ezamiiia- 
tion? 

I have said, that I think Ife. 
Lovelace a vindictive man^ upon 
my word, I have sometimes doubt- 
ed, whether his perseverance in 
his addresses to me has not been 
the more obstinate, since he has 
found himself so disagreeable to 
my friends. From that time I 
verily think he has been the more 
fervent in them; yet courts them 
not, but sets them at defiance. 
For this indeed he pleads dis- 
interestedness f I am sure he can- 
not politenessj; and the more 
plausibly , as he is apprised of the 
ability they have to make it worth 
his while to court them. 'Tis true 
he has declared, and with too 
much reason (or tnere would be no 
bearing him), that the lowest sub- 
missions on his part would not be 
accepted; and to oblige me, has 
offered to seek a reconciliation 
with them, if I would give him 
hope of success. 

As to his behi^viour at church, 
the Sunday before last, I lay no 
stress upon that , because I doubt 
there was too much Qttiward pride 
in his intentional 'humility , or 
Shorey, who is not his enemy, 
could not have mistaken it. 

I do not think him so fle^ly 
learned in human nature, or la 
ethics, as some have thought him. 
Don't you remember how he stared 
at the following trite observations, 
which every moralist coiild ha^e 
furnished him with? Gomplaining 
^ he did, in a half-menacing 
strain, of ttie obloquies raisea 
against him — *^That if he were 
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innocent, he should despise the liking; which you so humorously 
obloquy: if not, revenge would rally. 



not wipe off his guilt." — " That 
nobody ever thought of turning a 
sword into a sponge ! '* — *^ That 



Well but, methinks ypti say: 
what is all th^s to the purpose r 
This is still but reasoning; but if 



it was in his own power by re- you are in love, you are: andlove^ 
formation of an error laid to his Ijke the vapours, is the deeper 
charge by an enemy, to make that i^opted for having no sufficient 



enemy one of his best friends ; and 

arhich was the ridblest revenue in 
e world) against his will; since 
an enemy would not wish him to 
be without the faults he taxed him 
with." 

But them/entton, he said, was 
the wound. 

glHow so, I asked him , when thai 
cannot wound without the ap- 
plication f " That the adversary , 

only held the sword; he himself lahk)ur under, to induce me to like 



cause assi^able for its hold. And 
so you call upon me again, to have 
no reserves, and so forth. 

Why then, my dear, if you will 
have it, I think that, with all his 

Ereponderating faults, I like him 
etter thanlever thought I should 
like him; and, those faults con- 
sidered, better perhaps than / 
ou^ht to like him. And I believe, 
it IS possible for the persecution I 



pointed it to his breast: — and 
why should he mortally resent 
that malice, which he mi^ht be 
the better for as long as he lived?" 
— What could be tne reading he 
has been said to be master ot, to 
wonder, as he did, at these ob- 
servations? 

Butj indeed, he must take 
pleasure in revenge ; and yet 
holds Others to be inexcusable for 
the same fault. He is not, however, 
the only one who can see how truly 
blameable those errors are in an- 
othcfr, which they hardly think such 
in themselves. 

From these considerations ; from 



him still more — Especially while 
I can recollect to his advantage 
our last interview, and as every 
day produces stronger instances 
of tyranny, 1 will call it, on the 
other side. — In a word , I will 
frankly own (since you ^cannot 
think any thing I say too explicit) 
that were he nowhvit a moral maii, 
I would prefer him to all the men 
I ever saw. 

So that this is but cohdititmal 
liking still , you^U saij^. — Ijor, I 
hdpe, is it more. I never was in 
l<we as it is called ; and whether 
this be t7 , or not, I must submit to 
you. But will venture to think it, 



these over&a/ancw!^* it was , that I if it be, no such miaA/y monarch, 
said, in a former, that I would not ' no such unconquerable power, ^ 
be in love with this man for the, I have heard it rejpf^iited; and 
world: and it was going further jit must have met witb^gVeater 
than prudence would warrant, encouragement than 1 think I have 
when i was for compounding with given it, to be absolutely uncon 
you, by the words conduumal querable — Since I am persuade 
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that I could yet, without sl throb, 
most willingly give np theon^man 
to get rid of the other. 

But now to be a little more 
serious with you: if, my dear, my 
particularly unhappy situation /iar/ 

driven (or leU me, if you please) 
into a liking of the man; and if 
that liking had, in your opinion, 
inclined me to love him; should 
you, whose mind is susceptible of 
the most friendly impressions; who 
have such high notions of the 
delicacy which ought to be ob- 
served by our sex in these matters ; 
and who actually do enfer so 
deeply into the distresses of. one 
you love-:- should^oM have pushed 
so far that unhappy friend on so 
very nice a subject? — Especially, 
when I aimed not (as you could 
prove bt/ fifnj instances, it seems) 
to guard against being found out. 
Had you rallied me by word of 
mouth in the manner you do , it 
might have been more in char- 
acter; especially, if your friend's 
distresses had been surmounted; 
andif she had affected prudish airs 
ia revolving, tlwj subject: but to 
sit down to write it, as niethinks I 
see you, with a gladdened eye, and 
with all the archness of' exultation 
— Indeed , my dear ^and I take 
notice of it, rather fc^r the sake of 
your own generosity, than for my 
sake; for, as I have said, I love 
your raillery), it is not so very 
pretty; the delicacy of the sub- 
ject, and the delicacy of your o^vn 
mind, considered. 

I lay down my pen liere, that 
you may consider of it a little, if 
you please.. 



Ibesuhe, to give yon my opinion 
of the force which figtire or person 
ought to have upon our sex: and 
this 1 shall do both generally as to 
the other sex, and particularly as 
to this n^an: whence you will be 
able to collect how far my friends 
are in the right, or in the wrong, 
when the}' attribute a good deal 
of prejudice in favour of one man, 
and in disfavour of the other, on 
the score of figure. But, first, 
let me observe, that they see 
abundant reason,on comparingACr. 
Lovelace and Mr. Solmes together, 
to believe that this may be a con- 
sideration Avith me ; and therefore 
they believe it w. 

There is certainly something 
very plausible and attractive , as 
well as creditable to & woman's 
choice in figure. It gives a favour- 
able impression at first sight, in 
which we wish to be contirmed: 
and if, upon further acquaintance, 
we find reason so to be, we are 
pleased with our judgment, and 
like the person the better, for 
having given us cause to compli- 
ment our own sagacity, in our first- 
sighted impressions. But never- 
theless, it has been generally a 
rule with me, to suspect a fine 
figure, both in man and woman; 
and 1 have had a good deal of 
reasou to approve my rule: — 
with regard to m^n especially; 
who ought to value themselves 
rather upon their intellectual than 
personal qualities.. For, as to our 
sex, if a. nne woman should be led 
by the opinion of the world , to be 
vain and conceited upon her form 
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and features; and that to such a justly exposes a coxcomb, he 
degree, as to have neglected the 'usually dwindles down, and sinks 

into that character; and, of con- 
sequence, becomes the scorn of one 
sex, and the jest of the other. 

This is generally the case of 
your fine figures of men, and of 
those who value themselves on 



more material and more durable 
recommendations; the world will 
be ready to excuse her; since a 
pretty fool , in all she says, and in 
all she does, will please, we know 
not why. 



But who would grudge this dress and outward appearance: 
pretty fool her short day ! Since, whence it is, that I repeat, that 
with her summer's sun , when her m^re person in a'man, is a despic- 
butterfly flutters are over, and the able consideration. But if a man, 
winter of age and son*ow jirrives, |6t'.>V6/t?.s figure, has learning, and 
-u^ _:ii r.^i *u^ :...^ ^ir,.,.*. ^t u«„ g^^jj talents as wnuM have distin- 
guished him, whatever were hb 
lurm; then indeed person is an ad- 
dition: and if he has not run too 
egregiously into self- admiration, 
and if he has preserved his morals, 
he is truly a valuable being. 

Mr. Lovelace has certainly 
taste ; 'and , as far as I am able to 
determine, he has judgment in 
most of the politer arts. But al- 
though he has a humorous way of 
carrying it off, yet one. may see, 
that he values himself not a little, 
both on his person and his parts, 
and even upon his t/re.vA*; and yet 
he has so happy an ease in the lat- 
ter that it seems to be the least 
part of his study. And as to the 
former, I should hold myseff inex- 
cusable, if 1 were to add to his 
vanity by shewing the least regard 
for what is too evidently so mucK 
his. 

And now, my dear, let me ask 
yoU; have I come up to your ex- 
pectaxioi s? Ifl have not, when 
my mind is more at( ase, 1 will en- 
deivoiir '0 please y(u better. Fc 
methinks, my sentenxes dra^ ; 



she will feel the just effects ol hav 
ing neglected to cultivate her bet- 
ter faculties: for then like another 
Helen , sbe will be unable to bear 
the reflection ^ven of her own 
glass; and bein^unk into the in- 
significance of a mere old ivoman, 
she will be entitleoMo th^ con- 
tempts which follow that char- 
acter. While the discreet mati on^ 
who carries vp [we will not, in such 
a one's case, say down] into ad- 
vanced life, tne ever amiable char- 
acter of virtuous prudence, and 
useful experience, finds solid ve- 
neration take place of airy ad- 
miration, and more than supply 
the want of it. 

But for a man to be vain of his 
person, how effeminate! If such 
a one happens to have genius, it 
seldom strikes deep into intellec- 
tual subjects. His outside usually 
runs away with him. To adorn, 
and perhaps, i-ntcnding to adorn, 
to render ridiculous, that person, 
takes up all his attention. All he 
does \H personal; that is to say, for 
himself: all he admires, is hims<iif : 
and in spite of the correction of 



the stage, which so often and bos^yle creeps; my imaginatio 
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to tell yon, that whether I have 
more or less, I am wholly devoted 
to the commande of my dear Miae 
Howe. 

P.S. The insolent Betty Barnes 
has just now fired me anew, by re- 
porting to me the following ex- 
Sressions of the hideons creature 
olmes — ** That he is sure of the 
coy girl; and that with little labour 
to himself,^ — ** That be I ever so 
averse to him beforehand , he can 
depend upon my principles; and 
it will be a pleasure to him to see 
by what pretty degrees I shall 
come to. — IHorrid wretch 1 ! 
"That it was Sir Oliver's obser- 
vation , who knew the world per- 
fectly well, that fear was a better 
security than love^ for a woman's 
good behaviour to her husband; 
although, for his part, to such a 
fine creature [truly" he would try 
what love would do; for a few 
weeks at least: beins unwilling to 
believe what the oldKnight used 
to aver, that fondness spoils more 
wives than it makes good.*' 

What think you, my dear, of 
such a wreteh as this! tutored, 
too , by that old surly mysogynist^ 
as he was deemed. Sir OUverV — 

LETTER XLI. 
KiM Olarlisa Harlowe to MiM Howe. 

Tnetday, March SI. 
How willingly would my dear 
mother shew kmdness to me, were 
she permitted ! None of this per- 
secution should I labour under, I 
am sure , if iiiat regard were paid 
to her prudence and fine undert 



standing, wfaieh tiiey so well de- 
serve. Whether owmg to her, or 
to my aunt, or to both, that a new 
trial was to be made upon me, I 
cannot tell; but this morning her 
Shorey delivered into my hand the 
following condescending letter. 

Mt DEAa OIBL, 

FoK so I must still call you; 
since dear you may be to me , in 
every sense of the word — We 
have taken into particular consi- 
deration some hints that fell yes- 
terdav ftt>m your cood Norton, as 
if we had not, at Mr. Sohnes's first 
application, treated you with that 
condescension, wherewith we have 
in all other instances treated yoa. 
If it even had been so, my dear, you 
were not excusable to oe wanting 
in your part, and to set yourself to 
opposei your father's will in a point 
into which he had entered too far, 
to recede with honour. But all 
yet may be well. On your single 
will, my child, depends all our 
happiness. 

lOur father permits me to tell 
you, that if you now at last comply 
with his expeC[tations, all past dis- 
obligations shall be buried in ob- 
livion, as if th^y had never been : 
but withal, that this is the last 
time that tiiat grace will be offered 
you. . . 

I hinted to you, you must re- 
member*, that patterns of the 
richest silks were sent for. They 
are come. And as they are come, 
your father, to shew how much he 
IS determined , will ^ave me tend 
them up to you. I could have 
wished they might {not have ac- 

. • .See p. 95. 
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companied this letter — But there made for you — Where people 
is no great matter in thai. I must marry to their liking , terms are 
tell you , that your delicacy is not the least things stood upon — Yet 
to be quite so much regarded, as I should I he sorry if you cannot (to 
bad once thought it deserved to be. oblige us ail) overcome a dislike. 

These are the newest, as well as Wonder not, Clary, that I write 
richest, that we could procure; an- to you thus plainly and freely 
swerable to our station in the upon this subject. Your beha- 
world ; answerable to the for- ' viour hitherto has been such, that 
tune, additional to your grand- we have had no opportunity of 
father's estate, designed you; and entering minutely into the subject 
to the noble settlements agreed with you. Yet, after all that has 
upon. passed between you and me in 

Yourfather intends you six suits conversation, and between you 
(three of them dressed suits) at and your uncles by letter, you 
his own expense. You have an 'have no room to doubt what is to 
entire new suit; and one besides, be the consequence. — Either, 
which 1 think you never wore but child, we must give up our autho- 
twice. As the new suit is rich , if rity, or you ym*r humour. You 
you choose to make that one of the ' cannot expect the one. We have 
six, your father will present you 'all the reason in the world to ex- 
with an hundred guineas in lieu. { pect the other. You know I have 

Mr. Solmes intends to present told you more than once, that you 
Tou with a jset of jewels. As you ! must resolve to have Mr. Solmes, 
nave your grandmother's and your or never to be looked upon as our 
own, if you choose tp have the child. 

foimer new set, and to make them ' ' The draught of the settlements 
serve , ^his present will be made ta ' you may see whenever you will, 
^ihoney : a very round sum — which \ We think there can be no room for 
^will be given in full property to ^ objection to any of the articles, 
▼oorself; besides a fiue annual al- There is still more in them in oi^r 
lowance for pin-money, as it is family^s favour, than was stipu- 
.ealled. So that your objection lated at fii-st, when your amit 
.against the spirit of a maii you talked of them to you. More so, 
think worse t of than it deserves, indeed, than we could have asked, 
will have no weight; but you will If, upon perusal of them, you 
be more indepeinient than a wife think any alteration necessary, it 
of less discretion than we attribute shall be made. — Do, my dear g^l, 
to you, perhaps ought to be. You send to me within tms day or two, 
know full well, that I, who first and or rather ask me, for the perusal or 
last brought a still larger fortune them. 

into the family than you will carry I As a certain person's appear^ 
to Mr. Solmes, had not a provision ance at church so lately, and wb 
made me of near this that we have sunk; my spirits serve me note 
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he gives out every where, make as with our hearty forgiveness and 
extremely uneasy, and as that un- ; blessings. 

easiness will continue while you I Come, be a good child, as yoil 
are single, you must not wonder used to be, my Clarissa. I have 
that a short day is intended. This [(notwithstanding your past be- 
day fortnight we design it to be, inaviour, and the hopelessness 
if you have no objection to make, which some have expressed in 
that I shall approve of. But if -your compliance) undertaken this 
you determine as we would have j one time more for you. Discredit 



you, and signify it to us, wc shall 
not stand with you for a week 
or so. 
Your sightliness of person may 



not my hopes, my dear girl I I 
have promised never more to in- 
terfere between your father and 
you^ if this my most earnest appli- 



gerhaps make some think this al- : cation succeed not. I expect you 
ance disparaging. But I hope down , love. You father expects 
you will not put such a persouiil you down. But be sure don*t let 
value upon yourself: if you do, it him see any tiling uncheerful in 
willinaeedbe the less wonder that I your compliance. If you come, 
person should weigh with you I will clasp you to my fond heart. 



(however weak the consideration I ) 
in another man. 



with as much pleasure as ever I 
pressed you to it in my \/hole life. 
Thus we parents, in justice, You don't know what I have suf- 
ought to judge, that our two fered within these few weeks past; 
daughters are equally dear and nor ever will be able to guess, till 
valuable tons: if so, why should you come to be in my situation; 
Clarissa think that a disparage- which is that of a fona and indul- 
ment, which Arabella would not 'gent mother, praying night and 

inor we for her) have thought any. 'day, and struggling to preserve, 
lad the address been made to her? against the attempts of more un- 
— You will know what I mean by 1 governable spii its , the peace and 
this, without my explaining myself union oflier t'amilv. 
further. | But you know the terms. Come 

Signify to us, now, therefore, not near us, if you resolve to be 
your compliance with our wishes. ; undutiful ; but this, after what I 
And then there is an end of your! have written, I hope you can- 
confinement. An act of oblivion, not be. ^ 
as I may call it, shall pass upon! If you come directly, and, as I 
all your former ^refractoriness : ' said , cheerfully , as if your heart 
and you will once more make us were in your duty) and you told 
happy in you, and in one another, me it was free^ you know) , I shall 
You may , in this case , directly then , as I said , give you the most 
come down to your father and me, tender proofs, how much I am 
in his study, where we will give! Your truly affectionate mother, 
you our opinions of the patterns, Think forme, my dearest friend, 
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how I must be affected by this 
letter; tiie contents of it is so sur- 
prisinelj terrifying, yet so sweetly 
nrffedi — why, cried I to my- 
seUy am I obliged to undergo this 
severe conflict between a com- 
inand that I cannot obey, land 
lanmiage so condescendingly mov- 
ing; — Could I have been iBure of 
being struclL dead at the altar be- 
fore the ceremony had given the 
man I hate a title to my vows, I 
think I could have submitted to 
have been led to it But to think 
of livine toith and living for a man 
one abhors, what a sad thing is 
that! 
' And then,' how could the glistre 
of habit and ornament be sup- 
posed any inducement to one, 
who has always held, that the 
principal view of a good wife in 
the adorning of her person, ought 
to be, to preserve the affection of 
her husband, and to do credit to 
his choice; and that she should be 
even fearful of attracting the eyes 
of others? — In this view, must not 
the v^ry richness of the patterns 
add to my disgusts? — ; Great en- 
couragement indeed to think of 
adorning one's self to be the wife 
of Mr. Solmes! 

Upon the whole , it was not pos- 
sible for me to go down upon the 
prescribed condition. Do you 
think it was? — And to write ^ if 
WY letter would have been read, 
what could I write that wpnld be 
admitted, and after what I had 
written and said to so little 
effect? 

I walkedbaekwardandforward* 
I threw down wlthdisdainthe pat- 

Qariua, /. 



terns. Now to my closet retired 
I; then quitting it, tlurew myself 
upon the settee^ then upon thin 
chair; then upon that; then into 
another — I knew not what to do! 
— And while I was in this sus- 
pense , having again taken up the 
letter to re-peruse it, Betty Jeame 
in, reminding me, by order, that 
my papa ana mamma waited for 
me m my father's stud^. 

Tell my mamma, said I, that I 
beg the favour of seeing her here 
for one moment; or to permit me 
to attend her any where by lier- 
self* 

I listened at the stairs-liead — 
You see , my dear , how it is , cried 
my father, very aiigril^; all your 
condescension Tasyour mdulgenoe 
heretofore) is Uirown away. Yau 
blame your Bon*8 violence , as you. 
call it [/ had some pleasure in hear- 
in(/ this] ; but nothing, else wiU do 
with her. Tou shall not Kee her 
alone. Is my presence an excep- 
tion to the bold creature ? 

Tell her, said my mother to 
Betty, she knows upon what terms 
she may come down io us. Nor 
will I see her upon any other. 

The maid brought me tiiis an- 
swer, I had recourse to my pen 
and ink; but I trembled so, tnat 
I could not write, nor knew I what 
to say, had I had steadier finsers. 
At last Betty brought me mese 
lines from my father. 

uvDUTirnL Airo fsbtbssb clabissi, 
No condescension,! see, will move 
yon. Your mother shall not see 
you ; nor will 1 . Prepare ho we v^ 
to obey. You know our pleasv 
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TofVTiOncl^.Aiii^lljc, your brother, what he has to say,' Bat, if my 
and/yAv sisier, aii4 your fayoa- friends will not see me on Ms ac- 
xite 1^. Kort9i\,', shall see the ooant, I will not see Atm upon his 
<^erenMm^. n^/forofied priratelj at own, 

your undies; chfipe^. 'And when| I hope, miss, said Betty , yoa 
Mr. Solmes'-cig^^trQdi^e you to will not send me down with this 
us. in the teiop^Ve wish to be> j answer. He is with your papa 
hold yon In, we*may perhaps for- ' and mamma, 
give Ids wife, awQiigh we never ! I am driven to despair, said L 
can, in any other charf^c^ter^ our I cannot be used worse. 1 will 
perverse daughter. A&it^willbe notseehim. 
so privately performed , . clQthes i Down she went with my answer, 
ana equipage may be provided She pretended, it seems, to be loth 
afterwards. So prepare to go to j to repeat it: so was commanded 
your uncle's for an early day in out of her affected reserves, and 
next week. We will not see you ' gave it in its full force, 
till all is over; and we will have i Ohow I heard my father stonni 
it over the sooner, in order to I They were all toge^ex, it 
shorten the time of your deserved seems, ia his study. Hy brother 
confinement, and onr own trouble was for having me turned out of 
in conteudins with such a rebel. | the house that moment, to Lovers 
aa you have oeen of late. I will lace, and my evil destiny. My 
hear no pleas, X will receive no! mother was pleased to put in a 
letter, nor expostulation. Nor 'gentle word for me:' I know not 
shall you hear from me any more what it was: but thus she was an- 



tiilyoubave changedyour nameto 



my liking. This ftom 

Your iiicensed father. 



swered. — My dear, this is the 



most provoking thing in the world 
in a woman of your good sense ! — 
To love a rebel, as well as if she 
Ifthis resolution be adhered to, were dutiful. What encourage- 
then will my father never see me ment for duty is this? — Have I 
more! — For 1 will never be the not loved her as well as ever you 
wUe of that Solmes — I will die did? And why am I changed? 
first ! ~ Would to the Lord, your sex knew 

Taetday evening, how to distinguisnl It is Iplain 
Hb, this Solmes, came hither 'that she relies upon her power 
soon after I had received iny fa- 1 over you. The fond mother ever 
ther*s letter. He sent up to Jbeg . mside a hardened child I 
leave to wait upon me — 1 wonder I She was pleased , however , to 
at his assurance 1 — [blame Betty, as the wench owned, 

1 said to Betty , who brought ■ for giving my answer its full force, 
me this message , let him- restore But my father praised her for it. 
an unhappy creature to her father | The wench says , that he would 
said mother, andthen I may hear have come up in bis wxath, at my 
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^efuii^xng U>,»^ Mr. Solmes, had 
not iny brother and sister pre- 
vailed apou him to the contrary. 

i wish he had! — And, wer^iit 
not for his own sake ^ that he had 
killed me! 

Mr. Solmes condescended [I am 
mightily obliged to him, truly 1] to 
plead for me, 

' They are all in tumults I How 
it will end , I know not — I am 
qiiite weary of my life -r- So 
happy» till within thesefew weeks I 
— So miserable now I 

Well, indeed, might my mother 
sa^, that 1 should have severe 
U'lals*. 

P>« S. The ifliot {such a one am I 
treated like!] is begged, as I may 
say, by my brother and sister. 
They have desired , that I may 
be consigned over entirely to 
their management. If it be 
ffranted [it t.y granted, on my 
father's part, 1 understand, but 
not yet on 'my mother's] , what 
cruelty may I not expect from 
their envy, jealousy, and ill- 
will! — I shaU soon see, by its 
effects, if I am to be so con- 
signed — This is a written inti- 
mation privately dropt in my 
woodhouse-walk, by my cousin 
Dolly Hervey. The aear girl 
longs to see me, she tells me: 
but is forbidden till she see me 
as Mrs. Solmes, or as consenting 
to be his. I will take example 
by their perseverance I — Indei^ 
IwiU! 
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lifts CUuriiM Bsriowe to H lis- Howe. 

Ah anfipry dialogue, a Molding- 
bout rather, has passed between 
my sister and me. Did you think 
I could scold, my dear? 

She was sent vipto me, upon my 
refusal to see Mr. Solmes — Let 
loose upon me , I think ! — No in- 
tention on their ^arts to conci- 
liate 1 It seems evident that I am 
give^i up to my brother and her, 
by general consent. 

I will do justice to every thing 
she said against me, which carriea 
any force with it. As I ask for 
your approbation or disapproba- 
tion of luy conduct, upon the facts 
1 lay before you , I should think it 
the sign of a very bad cause, if I 
endeavoured to mislead my judgO. 

She began with representing tio 
me the danger I had oeen iii, had 
my father come up, as he would 
have done, had he not been hin- 
dered — by Mr. Solmes, among 
liie rest. She reflected upon my 
Norton , as if she encouraged me 
in my perverseness. She ridiculed 
me for my supposed esteem for 
Mr. Lovelace. — Was surprised 
that the u;i//^, the prudent, nay, 
the dutiful and pi-^ous {so sne 
sneeringly pronounced the word] 
Clarissa ilarlowe, should be so 
str%ntfely fond of a profligate man 
that.ber parents were n>rced to 
Jock her up, in order to hinder her 
from runnmg into his arms. *^ Let 
me aa]^ you, my dear» said she, 
how vottiiow keep your account 
of,:,^^ 4i8p08ij^]^-of your tr 
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do 70a derote to jowt needle? 
How many to your praven? How 
manj to letter-writing r And how 
many to love? -^ I doubt, I doubt, 
my fitfle dear, (was her arch ex- 
preision] , the latter article is like 
Aaron's rod , and swallows tip all 
theresti — Tell me; is it not so?** 

To these I answered, that it was 
a doable mortification to me to 
owe my safety from the effects of 
my father's indignation to a man 
I eonld never thank for any thing. 
I vindicated the good Mrs. Norton 
with a warmth that was due to her 
merit. With equal warmth I re- 
sented her reflections upon me on 
Bir. Lovelace's accomit As to the 
disposition of my time in the 
twentv-foiir hours, I told her it 
woula better have become her to 
pity a sister in distress, than to 
exult over her — Especially, when 
I could too justly attribute to the 
disposition of some of her wake- 
fbl hours no small part of' that 
distress. 

She raved extremely at this last 
hint: but reminded me of the 
gentle treatment of all my friends, 
my mother's in particular, before 
it came to this: she said, that I 
had discovered a spirit they never 
had expected: that, if they had 
thought me such a. ehampioness, 
they would hardly have ventured 
to enffage with me; but that now, 
the short and the long was, t^at 
the matter bad gone too far to be 
given ujp: that it was become a 
contention between- Uuty and un7- 
fulnesi; whether a parent's au- 
thority were to yield to a daugh- 
ter's obstinacy, or the eontyary: 



that I must therefore bend <xr 
break, tiiat was all, child.' 

I told her, that I wished the 
subject were of saeh a nature, tiiat 
I eould retnm her pleasantry with 
equal lightness of neart: but that, 
if Mr. I^lmes had such merit in 
every body's eyes, in hers parti- 
cularly, why mignt he not be a 
brother to me, rather than a 
hiuibandf 

O child| said she, methinks you 
are as pleasant to the full as I 
am: I begm to have some hopes 
of you now. But do vou think I 
will rob my sister of ner humble 
servant? Had he first addressed 
himself to me, something might 
have been said: but to take my 
younger sister's refusal! No, no, 
child; it is not come to that 
neither! besides, that would be to 
leave the door open in your heart 
for you know who ^ child; and we 
would fain bar him out, if pos- 
sible. In short [and then she 
cbaneed both her tone and her 
looksj had I been as forward as 
someoody, to throw myself into 
the arms of one of the greatest 
profligates in England, who had 
endeavoured to support his claim 
to me through the olood of my 
brother, then might all my family 
join together to save me m>m such 
a wretch, and to marry me as fast 
as they could, to some -worthy 
man , who mi^ht ttpportunely offer 
himself. And nOw, Clary, all's 
out, and make the most of it. 

-Did not this deserve a severe 
return? Do ,v say it did , to justify 
my reply. — Alas! for my poor 
sister 1 said I — The man was not 
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always so great a profligate. How. 
tnie 18 the obeervation , thatwire-^ 
quited love turns to deepest hotel 

I thought she would have beat 
me. But I proceeded — I have 
heard often of my brother's dan- 
ger, and my brother's murderer.. 
When 80 little ceremony is made 
with me , why should I not speak 
out? — Did he not seek to kill the 
other, if he could have done it? 
Would my brother have ^iven 
Lovelace m> life, had it been m his 
power? — The aggressor should 
not complam, — And, as to op- 
portune offers, would to Heaven 
some one had offered opportunely 
to somebody I It is not my fault, 
Bella, the opportune gentleman 
don't comel 

CovldffoUf mv dear, have shewn 
more spuit? I expected to feel 
the weight of her hand. She did 
comQ up to me f with it held up: 
then speechless with passion, ran 
down naif way of the stairs, and 
came up affain. 

When she could speak — God 
give me patience with you 1 

Amen, said 1: but you see, 
Bella, how ill you bear the retort 
you provoke. Will vou forgive 
me; and let me find a sister iuj 
you J as /am. sorry,' if you have 
reason, to think me unsisterly, in 
what I have said ? I 

Then did she pour upon me 
with greater violence; consider- 1 
ing my gentleness as a triumph of j 
temper over her. She was re- 
solved^ she said, to let every bpdy i 
know how I took the wicked 
Lovelace's part against my bn>«j 
ther. 



I {wished, I told her, I could 
make the plea for myself^ which 
she might n>r herself; to wit^ that 
my anger was more inexcusable 
than my judsment. But I pre- 
sumed she had soqie other view in 
coming to me, than she had 
hitherto acquainted me widu Let 
me, said I, but know (after all that 
has passed) if you have any tiling 
to propose thati can comply with;, 
any thing that can make my only 
sister once more my friend ? 

I had before, upon her ridicu- 
ling me on my supposed char^ 
SLCter of meekness ^ said, that, al- 
tiiough I wished to be thought 
meek^ I would not be abject; al- 
though humble not mean: and 
here^ in a sneering way, she 
cautioned me on that head. 

I replied, that her pleasantry, 
was much more agreeable than 
her anger. But I wished she 
would let me know the end of a' 
visit that had hitherto (between us) ' 
been so unsisterly. 

She desired to be informed in 
the name of every body^ was her 
word, ^ what 1 was determined 
upon? *And whether to comply or 
not? ■— One word for all: my 
fHends were not to have patience 
with so perverse a, creature for 
ever. 

This then I told herl would do : 
absolutely lureak with the man 
the^ were all so determined, 
against: upon condition, how--' 
ever, that neither ^. Solmes,' 
nor any otiier, were urgied tome 
with the force of a command. 

4>i^d>riifttwas^8, more w 
had offered before? What/ 
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tiaging my chang^es upon the ciphers wherever I' came. How 
same bdUiy and neither recedmg oiten, said she, have I and my 
Bor advancuig one tittle? brother been talking npon a sub- 

If I knew what other jproposala ject, and had every Dodj's atten- 
I could make, I told her, that tion^ till you came in, with yom* 
would be acceptable to them all, bewitching meek pride, and 
and free me from the address of a humble sigDificance? And then 
man so disameable to me, I have we either been stopped by 
would make tnem. I had indeed references to Miss Clary's opinion, 
beforis offered, never to marry forsooth; or beeu forced to stop 
without my father's consent — ourselves , or must have talked on 

She interrupted me, that was unattended to by every body. 

because I depended upon my she parsed. Dear Bella, pro- 

whmmgtneks to brmg my father ^g^^jj 

and mother to what I pleased. i ,,. . , , , , 

A |3r)or dependence! I said;— . bhe mdeed seemed only gather- 
she knew those who would make ing breath, 
that dependence vain — I And so I mil, said she — Did 

Aadl should have brought them you not bewitch my grandfather? 
t^ my own beck , very probably, Could any thin^ he pleasing to 
and my uncle Harlowe too, as also hiiii , that you did i^ot say or do? 
my aunt Hervey, h^d I not been How did he use to hang, till be 
forbidden their si^t^ and therebv slabbered again , poor doting old 
hindered from playing my pugs man! on your silver tongue! Yet 
tricks before them. what did you say , that we could 

At least, Bella, said I, you have not have said? What did you do. 
hinted to me.totr^ml am obliged, that we did not endeavour to dor 
that my father and mother, and — And what was all this for? 
every Dody else, treat me thus Why. truly, his last will shewed 
harshly. But surely you *make what [effect your smooth obliging- 
them all very weak. Indifferent nesr had upon him! — To leave 
persons judging of us two from theacz/utr^ei par/ of his estate from 
what you say, would either think the next heirs, his own sons, to a 
fine a very artiful creature, or you grandchild; to his ^oim^e^t grand- 
a very spiteful one — ' child ! a daughter too ! — To leave 

' You are tWee(2avery artful one, the family pictures frt>m his sons 
for thatmatter, interrupted she in to you, because you could tiddle 
d passion: one of the artfullest about them, and, though you now 
r ever knew]. And . then followed' neglect their examples, could wipe 
an accusation 60 low! so unsister- and clean them with your dainty 
Iji _ That I half- bewifiched hands! The family •plate too, in 
people by my innnuating address: such c[uantities, of two or three 
that nobody cpuld be vali^ed or. geiierations standing, most not be 
reispected, 'but must atand like changed, because ms precious 
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child *y humouring his old /*a/-/a/ tricks; curling, like a serpent, 
taste, admiredit, to make it all "^ ^ ^ ' 

ter own. 

This was too low to move me: 
O my poor sister! said I: not to 
be able, or at least willing, to dis- 
tinguish between art and nature! 
If I did oblige, I was happy in it: 



about your mamma; and making 
her crj to denj you any thing 
your little obstinate heart was set 
upon I — 

Obstinate heart, Bella! 

Yes, obstinate heart! For did 
you ever give up any thing? Had 



I looked for no further reward:, you not the art to make them 
my mind is above art, from the ^ think all was right you asked, 
dirty motives you mention. I wish though my brother and I were 
with all my heart my grandfather frequently refused favours of no 
had not thus distinguished me: greater import? 
he saw my brother likelv to be I know not, Bella, that I ever 
amply provided for <>u2 of the fa- asked any thing unfit "to* be 
mily, as well as in it: he desired aranted. I seldom asked favours 
that you might have the greaterjrorm^.^e//', butfor rjM^r^. 
share of my father*s favour for it ; I I was a reflecting creature for 
and no doubt but you both will. 1 this, 

ITou know, Bella , that the estate AH jom speak of, Bella, was a 
my grandfather bequeathed me ' Ions time ago. . I cannot go ik) far 
was not half the real estate he bacSc into our chilcUsh follies. 
left. * ! Little did I think of how lon^ 

What's all that to an estate xtl standing this your late-shewn anti- 

Sotaession , and left you with such pat hy is. 
istinctiohs, as gave-you a repu-| I was a refleetor again! Such a 
tation of greater vahie^than the saucy meekness; such a best man^ 
estate itself ? * ner: and^uch venom in words I — 

Hence my misfortune, Bella, in C^arj! Clary! thou, wert always 

fomr envy, I doubt! — But have a two faced girl! 
not given up that possession in Nobody thought I had two faees, 
^ best manner I could — when I gave up all into my fa- 

Yes, interrupting me, she hated ther*s management; taking from 
me for that beat manner, ^pe- his bounty, as before, all my little 
<4ou8 little witch! she called me:* pocket-money, witl^ut a shilling 
your best manner f so full of art addition to my stipend, or desi- 
and design, had never been seen ring It — 

through, if you, with your blan» Yes, QUnnifig creature!-^ And 
dislung ways, had not been put that was another of your fetches I 
put of sight, and reduced to posi- -^ For cKd it not engage my fbnd 
tive declarations! — Hindered father' fas no doubt you thought 
from playing your little, whining itwdula) to tell }roit, that, r' 

• AH.4iiig.tehia word, ia the pre- J^^had done. «r grateful ar 
amble to the oUuses in hU will. Seo p. 25. titul a thing^he woula keep 
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for 3rotir use, all the produce of 
the estate left 70a, and be bttt 
jronr stemiid in it; and that you 
riionld be entitled to the same 
allowances as before? Another of 
yonr hook-irCs^ Clary! — So that 
all your extravagancies have been 
supported gratis. 

My extravagancies, Bella! — 
But did my father ever give me 
any thing he did not give you? 

Yes, indeed : I cot more by that 
means, than I should have had 
the conscience to ask. But I have 
stUl the greater part to shew ! But 
yout wluLt have vo«*to shew! — 
I dare say, not mty pieces in the 
world! 

Indeed I have noti 

I believe you! — Tour mamma 
Norton, I suppose — But mum for 
that! — 

Unworthy Bella! ^ The good 
woman, although low in circum- 
stance, is great in mind! Much 
greater than those who would im- 
pute meanness to a soul incapable 
ofit. 

What then have you done with 
tiie sums given you from infiEuicy 
to squander? — Let me ask you 
[affecting archness] has, has, nas 
Lovelace, has your rake, put it out 
at interest for you? 

O that my sister would not make 
me blush for her! It m, however, 
out at interest! — And I hope it 
will bring me interest upon inter- 
est! — Better than to lie useless in 
my cabinet. 

She understood me, she sud. 
Were I a man, she should suppose 
I was aiming to carry the county 
— Populari^l A crowd to follow 
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me with their blessings as I went 
to and irom church, and nobody 
eke to be re»irded, were Mree- 
able things. House-top-procfima- 
tions! lldd riot my hgnt under a 
bushel J she would say that for me. 
But was it not a little hard upon 
me, to be kept from blazing on a 
Sunday? — And to be hindered 
from my charitable ostentations? 

This, indeed, Bella, is cruel in 
you^ who have so largely con- 
tributed to mv confinement. — 
But ffo on. You'll be out of 
breath bv-and-by. I cannot wish 
to be able to return this usage. — 
Poor Bella! and I believe I 
smiled a little too contemptuously 
for a sister to a sister. 

None of your saucy contempts 
[rising in her voice] : none of your 
poor BeUa*a» with that air or su- 
periority m a younger sister. 

Well then, ncA Bella? coortesy- 

ing — that will please you. better 

— And it is due likewise to ibe 

j hoards you boast of. 

I Look-^e, Clary, holding op her 

hand , ifyou are not a little more 

abfect in your meekness^ a little 

more mean in your humility f and 

treat me with the respect due to 

I an elder sister — you shall find — 

Not that you will treat me worse 
Hian you have done, Bella ! — That 
cannot be, unless you were to let 
fall vour uplifted handuponme — 
And that would less become you 
to do, than me to bear. 

Good, meek creatture; but you 
were upon your overtures justnow ! 
-r^ I shall surprise every bodv bv 
tarrying so long. They will: taink 
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some good may be done with yoiL. verse, on a civil foot, with Mr. 
— And supper will be ready. ' , Solmes — as your father's friend| 

A tear would stray down my or so? 
cheek *-^ How happy nave I been/ No! I must be permitted to 
said I, sighing, in the supper-time retire to my apartment whenever 
conversations, with all my dear becomes. I would no more con- 
Mends in my eye, rouna their verse with the one, thancorrespond 
hospitable board ! | with the other. That would be to 

I met only with insult for this — make Mr. Lovelace guilty of some 
Bella has not a feeling heart. The rashness , on a belief, that I broke 
highest joy in this life she is not with him, to have Mr. Solmes. 



capable of: but then she saves her- 
self many griefs, by her impene- 
trableness — Yet, for ten times the 
pain that such a sensibility is 
attended with , would I not part 
with the pleasure it brings witn it. 

She asked me, upon my turning 
from her, if she snould say any 
thmg helow of my compliancesf 

You may say, that I will do 
ev&Tf thing they would have me 
do . if they will free me from Mr. 
Solmes*s address. 

This is all yon desire at present, 
creeper on! tf»int/a/or/ [what words 
she nas !] But will not t'other man 
flame out, and roar most horribly, 
upon the snatching from his paws 
a prey he thought himself sure of? 

I must let you talk in your own 
wa^, or we shall never come to a 
poxhl I shall not matter his roar- 

tng^fLsjoncaWit I will promise | having. And further still, un- 
hun,that,if 1 ever marry any other kindly as my brother has used me» 
man,it shall not be till ^ is married. I will go down to Scotland pri- 
And if he be nbtsatisfied with such vatehr , as his housekeeper [I now 
a condescension, 1 shall think he see i may be spared here], if he 
oughts and I will give any assu- will promise to ureat me no worse 
ranees, that I w9l neither cor- 1 than he would do an hired one. — 
respond with him'i not' see him* 'Or I will go to FloreuQe, fo my 
Surely this will do. 1 cousin Morden , if his stay in Italy 

But I suppose then yovwill will admit of it In either car 
have no objection to see and con- * may be given^out, that I air 



And so, that wicked wretch is 
to be allowed such a control over 
you, that you are not to be civil to 
your father's friends, at his own 
house, for fear of incensing him! 
— When this comes to be repre- 
sented, be so good as to tell me, 
what it is you expect from it? 

Every thing, I said, or nothing^ as 
she was pleased to represent it — 
Be so sood as to give it your inter- 
est, Bella, and say, further, '^ That 
I will by any means I can, in the 
law or otherwise, make over to my 
father, to my uncles, or even to 
my brother, all I am entitled to 
by mj grandfajther's will, as a 
security for the performance of 
my promises. Ana as I shall have 
no reason to expect any favour 
from my father, if I break them, I 
shall not be worth any body's 
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to the other; or to the world's end. 
I care not whither it is said I am 
gone, or do go.** 

Let me ask jou, child , if vou 
will give your pretty proposal in 
writing? 

Yes , with all my heart And I 
stept to my closet, and wrote to 
the ptnpose I have mentioned; 
and, moreover, the following lines 
to my brother. 

"' Mr DBAB BBQTHSR, 

' I HOPE I have made such pro- 
posals to my sister, as will be ac- 
cepted. I am sure they will, if jrou 
E lease to give them your sanction. 
iCt me beg of you, forGod*s sake, 
that you will. I think myself 
very unhappy in having incurred 
your displeasure. No sister can 
love a brother better than I love 
you. Pray do not put the worst, but 
the best construction upon my 
proposals, when you have them 
reported to you. Indeed I mean 
the best. I have no subterfuges, 
no arts, no intentions, but to keep 
to the letter of them. You shall 
yourself draw up every thing into 
writing, as strong as you can ; and 
I will sign it: ana what thelaio will 
not do to enforce it, my i-esolution 
and my mil shall : so thati shall be 
worth nobody*s address , that has 
not r^j papa's consent ftfor shall 
liny person, nor any cotLsfderation 
induce me to revoke it You can 
do more thananybo47 to reconcile 
my plants and ui^cles to me. {^et 
me owe.' this desirable favour to 
your brotherly interp^o^ition, and 
you will for ever obbge 

Yonr afflicted sister, 
Cl. Harlowb. 



And how do you think Bella 
employed herself while I was 
writing! — Why, playing eently 
n^n m^ harpsichord: ana Aiim- 
ming to it, to shew her unconcern* 
edness. 

When I approached her with 
what I hiMl written, she arose with 
an air of levity — Why, love, you 
have not written alr9ady I — You 
have, I protest I — what a ready 
pen- woman ! — And may I read it? 

If you please. And let me be- 
seech you, my dear Bella, to back 
these proposals with your ^ood 
offices: and [folding my uplifted 
hands; tears, I believe, standing 
in my eyes] I will love you as never 
sister loved another. 

Thou art a strange creature, 
said she ; there is no withstanding 
thee. 

She took the proposals and 
letter; andhayingreadthem, burst 
into an affected laugh: How wise 
ones may be taken in! — Then 
you did not know, that I was jesting 
with you alt this timet — And so 
you would have me carry down 
this pretty piece of nonsense ? 
. Don*t let me be surprised at 
your seeming unsisterliness, Bella. 
I hope it islnu seeming. There 
can be no wit in' such jesting as 
this. 

,' l*he folly of the creature! — 
How natural is it for people, when 
they set their hearts upon any 
thing, to think every body must 
see with their eyes I — Pray i dear 
child, what becomes of your 
lather's authority heref. — Who 
stoops Jiere^theparenf^or the child f 
— How does tius square with the 
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engagements actaally agreed upon from his kindness. But sorely he 
between your father and Mr. | will not be permitted to carry 
Solmea? What security, that your j every point. The assembling of 
r&ke will not follow vou to the my friends to-morrow is a good 
world's end f — Never theless, that 'sign: and I will hope someuing 
you may not think that I stand in j from that, and from proposals so 
the way of a reconciliation on such reasonable. And now I will try if 
fine terms as these , I will be your ' any repose will fall to my J 
messenger this once, and hear the remainder of this night. 



fine terms as these, I will be your 'any repose will fall to my lot for 
what mr papa will say to it; al- 



though beforehand I can tell you, 
iJiese proposals will not answer the 
principal end. 

So down «he went. But, it 
seems , my aunt Hervey and my 
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Inchsed in the prea dimj. 
YouE proposals will be i con- 
sidered by your father and mother, 



uncle Harlowe were gone away: and all your friends, to-morrow 
and as they have all engaged to 'morning. What trouble does your 
act in concert j messengers were shameful forwardness give us all! 
disnatched to my* uncle and aunt I wonder you have the Icourage to 
to desire them to be here tobreal:- write to me, upon whom you are 
f^t in the morning. so continually emptying your 

' whale female quiver: 1 have no 
Taeflday night, iOo*eitf«ki patience with VOU, for reflecting 

I AH afraid I shall not be thon^t. upon me as the aggressor in a 
worthy — I quarrel which owed its beginning 

Just a^ I beglin to fear I should . to my consideration for you. 
not be thought Worthy of an! You have made such confessions 
answer, Betty rapped at my door, in a villain's favour, as ought to 
and said', if 1 were not in bed, she, cause all your relations to re- 
had lilettdr for me. Ihadbutjust hounce you for ever. For my 
done writing the above dialogue/ part, I will not believe any womkn 
and stept to thefdoor, with the pen m the world, who promises against 
in my hand r- Always writing, ' her avowed inclination. To put it 
miss! said the bold wench: it is out of yourpf>ii^7^ to- ruin yourself 
admirable how you can get away ' is theoiily way left to prevent your 
what you write — But the Fairies, 'ruin. I did not intend to write; 
tiiey say, are always at hand to but your too-kind sister has pre- 
HMp lovers. — She retired in so vailed upon m^. Astoyourgoin^ 
much haste, that had I been dis->into Scotland j that day of grace is 
posed, I could not take the notice over. Koir would I advise, that 
ofthisinsolencewhich it deserved. 'you should go to arafid-father-up 

I inclose my brother's letter. He your cousin Moraen. Besides, 
wasfesohred to let me see, that I that worthy gentleman mi^b' '* 
a^ould have - nothing to expect involved in some fatal di 
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upaajimr aeeomit; and tim be 

A fine ntoAlion joa luive 
bro o g ht jomself to, to ptopoie to 
hide yonraelf finom yonr nke , and 
to hare fidsdioods told, to coneeal 
yon! — Yonr eonfinement, at thU 
rate, is the happiest Htuatt that 
eonld befid yon. Yonr &a¥o*s 
behavionrat church, looking ont 
for^on, is a snffieient indication 
of ms power over ron, had yon not 
so shamelessly acknowledged it. 

One wordfor all — Yonr parents I 
and nndes may do as they will:] 
but i^ for the honour of thelaaiily, 
I cannot carry this point, I will 
retire to Scotuind, «id nerer see 
the face of any one of it more. * 

Ja. Hablowo. 

There's a brother! — There's 
flaming duty to a laUier, and 
mother^ and nndes I - Bnt he sees 
himself Talned, and made of eon- 
sequence; and he epves himself 
airs accordingly ! -^ Nerertheless, 
as I said above, 1 will hope better 
things from those who nave not 
the uiterest my brother has .to 
keep open these unhappy differ- 
ences. _ 

LBTTBB XLin. 
Miff OlariiM Barlowe to Ui»n Howe. 

Wednefday, MmvIi 2%, 

WoxTLD you not have thought, 
my dear JmsB Howe, as well as I, 
that my proposal must have been 
accepted: a^d that my brother, 
bv the last article of his unbrp- 
tnerly letter (where he threatens 
to go to Scotland if it should be 
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lieaikenedto)wa8 ofopinknithat 
itwoufiL 
Forlmj part, after I had read 

1 letter I 



the nnkindletter over and over, I 
oondnded, upon the whole, that a 
reeondliation upon terms so dis- 
advantageous to niyseU^ as hardly 
any other person m my case, I 
dare say, would have proposed, 
must be the result of uis mom-- 
ing's oonferenee. And in that be* 
li^ I had begun to give myself 
new trouble in thinking (this dif- 
ficulty over) how I shomd be able 
to pacify Lovelace on that i»ait of 
my engagement, by which I 
undertook to break off all cor- 
respondence with him, unless my 
friends should be brought by the 
interposition of his powerful 
frienos, and any offers they might 
make (which it was rather his part 
to suggest, than mine to intimate) 
to change their minds. 

Thus was I employed, not very 
agreeabW, you may bciieve , b^ 
cause or the vehemence of the 
tempers I had to conflict with; 
whenbrefkkfasting-timeapproach- 
ed , and my judges began to ar- 
rive. 

And oh! how my heart flut- 
tered on hearing the chariot of 
the one, and then of the othen 
rattle th|X)ugh the court-yard, and 
the hoUow soundinff footst^ 
giving notice of ea<3i persons 
s.teppmg out. to take his plac6 
on tbe awful bench which my 
fancy had formed for them and 
my other: judges! 
, That, thought I, ifi my aupt 
Hervey's! That my imole Bar- 
lowers 1 Now comes niy unde 
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Antony! And mv ima|(inatioii 
made a fourth cnariot for the 
odious Solmes, although it hap- 
pened that he was not there. 

And now, thought I, are they 
aU aseemhled: and now my bro- 
ther calls unon my sister to make 
her report ! Now the hard-hearted 
Bella interlards her speech with 
invective ! Now has she concluded 
her report ! Now they debate upon 
it ! — Now does my brother flame ! 
Now threaten to go to Scotland ! 
Now is he chidden, and now 
soothed! 

And then I ran through the 
whole conference in my imagina- 
tion, forming speeches for this 
person and that, pro and con. till 
all concluded , as I flattered my- 
self, in an acceptance of my con- 
ditions, and in giving directions 
to have an instrument drawn to 
tie me up to my good behaviour: 
while I supposed all agreed to 
give Solmes a wife every way 
more worthy of him , and with her 
the promise of mv grandfather's 
estate, in case or my forfeiture, 
or dying unmarriea, on the 
righteous condition he proposes 
to entitle himself to it with me. 

And now, thought I, am I to be 
ordered down to recognize my 
own proposals. And how shall I 
look upon my awful judges? How 
shall I stand the questions of 
some, the set surliness of others, 
the returning love of one or two? 
How greatly shall I be affected! 

Then I wept: then I dried my 
eyes : then I practised at my glass 
for a look more dieerful than my 
heart 



r And now [as any thing stirred] 
is my sister coming to declare the 
issue of all I Tears gushing agiun. 
my heart fluttering as a oira 
against its wires; drying my eyes 
again and again to no purpose. 

And thus, my dear, Texcuse the 
fknciftd prolixity] was I employed, 
and such were my thoughts and 
imaginations, when I found a 
very diifferent result from the 
hopeful conference. 

For about ten o'clock up came 
my sister, with an air of cruel 
triumph , waving her hand with a 
light nourish — 

Obedience without reserve is 
required of you. Clary. My papa 
is justly incensed, that you shoiud 
presume to disj)ute his |will, and to 
make conditions with him. He 
knows what is best for you: and 
as you own matters are gone a 

ErCat way between this hated 
ovelace and you, they will be- 
lieve nothing you say ; except you 
will give the one only instance, 
that will i>ut them out of doubt of 
the sincerity of your promises. 

What, child, are you surprised? 
— Cannot you speak? — Then, it 
seems, you baa expected a dif- 
ferent issue, had you? -^ Strange 
that you could! ^- With all your 
acknowledgment* and confes- 
sions, sa Creditable to your noted 
prudence! — 

I was indeed < speechless for 

|Som&'time; my, eyes were even 

I fixed, and ceased to flow. But 

upon the hard-hearted Bella's 

proceeding with her sirs of insult, 

Indeed I toof mistaken, sidd I ; in- 

I deed I was I—* For in you, BeP 
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I upecied, I hoped for a sister ^ i This sortof hehavionr isnatonl • 
Whatl intemmted she, with all to you, sorely. — Bella!— What 

Joor mannerly flioffs, and your new talents does it discover in 
espising airs, did yon expect youl — But proceed— ^ If it be a 
that 1 was capable of telling pleftsnre to you, jvoceedi Bella, 
stories for you? — Did you think, And since I most not pity you^ I 
that when I was asked my own will pity myself: for nobody else 
opinion of the sincerity of vonr will. 

declarations, I ^pld jM>t tell them, | Becaiyse you don't, said she — 
how far matters had goifla between' Ho^h,^ BBliftf interniptinff her, 
Ijou and your fellow t ^ When the because I dor^t deserve it ** Iknow 
intentio|i,]s tp bend that stabbom you were goinj^ to say so.. I will 
will of vonrs to your duty, do tou say as yon say m every thing \ and 
think 1 would deceive them? — that^s the way. to please you. 
Do you think. 1 would encourage . Then say, Lovelace is a villain. 
tbiBtti to call you down , to contra- { 8o I will, when I think him so. 
diet all that I should have invented Then you don't think him so ? 
in your favour? | Indeed I don't. You did not 

Well, well, BeUa; I am the less always, Bella, 
obliged to you; that's alL I was And what, Clary, mean yon by 
willing to think , that I had still a that? [bristling up to me] — Tell 
brother and sister. But I find I me what you mean by thatreflec- . 
am mistaken. ition? 

Pretti/ mopsa-eyed soul I — was T^llme why you caU it arefleo- . 
her expression! — And was it tion? — What did isisiy?' 
willing to think it had still a bro- , Thou ant a proiicoking. creature . 
ther and sister? And why. don't — But what say yon .to two qr . 
YOU go on , Clary? [mocking my | three duels of that wretch's? . > 
half- weepinfif accent ] I thought ' I can't tell what to say, unless I ; 
too I had a father^ and mother, two knew the occasions. J f 

uncles, and an aunt: but I am Ejoypujustify duelling at i^?*^. 
mis — teUcen, that's all — Come,' I do not: neither can I h^lp his «. 
Clary, say this, and it will in pai^t duj^lling. 

be true , because you have thi^wn | Will you go down , and hui)Albi]e, , 
off their authoritjri a^d because that stubborn spirit of youi^-tto 
you respect ono nle wretch more your mamma? 
thati them all. I I said nothing. 

How have r deserved this at I Shall I conduct your' ladyship 
your hands, sist€r? — But I will down? [offering to take oiy de- 
onlvsay, IpityyOttv^ ' clinedhand.] 

And with that disdainful air What I not vouchsafe to answer 
toOf Clary l-i^ Nemo of that brid W me ? 

neck ! None d^xa seomfiil pity, I I tn]med. from her in silence, 
giri'-^ I b es o pct youl . ->. I What} t9myQHr back upoa me 
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tool — Shall I Mng up your 
mamma to yea, loveV [foUowuig 
me, and taking my straggling 
hand] Whatl not speak yet! 
Come,' my suUen, silent <lear, 
spf ak one wprd to me— You must 
say -f too very soon to A(r..Solme8, 
I can tell you that. . 
Then [gushing out into tears 



the question. Yen have a hetjter 
opinion of .him than I have. My 
friends, I hope, would not think 
him too good for me, and not good 
enough ror vou. . But cannot you 
tell me, Bella, what is to become 
of me, without insulting over me 
thus ? — If I must be thus treated, 
remember, that if 1 am guilty of 



which I could not hold in longer] i any rashness, the usage I meet 



they shall be the last words 1 w: 
ever sjpeak. 

W^ell , well- [insultingly wipins 
my averted face wiUi.hcr hand- 
kerchief, while her 6ther hand 
held mine in a ridiculing tone] I 
am glad any thing will make thee 
8pe&: then you think you may 
be brought to speak the two words 
— only they are to be the last! — 
How like a gentle Uwyer from its 
tender bleedine heart was that! 

Ridiculous Bella! 

Saucy Clary! [changing her 
sneering tone to an imperious one] 
But do you think you can humble 
yourself to go down to your mam- 
ma? 



with will justify it. 

So , Clary, vou are contriving 
an excusfy I find, for somewhat 
that we have not doubted has 
been in your head a great while. . 

If it were so, you seemed re- . 
solved, for jrour part, and so does . 
iby brother for M>, .that 1 shall not . 
want one. — But indeed, Bella, ( 
can bear no longer this repetition . 
of the worst part of vesterday*f»'; 
conversation: 1 desire Imay throw , 
myself at^ my father's and mo^ 
ther's feet, and hear from them , 
what their sentence is. X shall at 
least avoid, by that means, the 
unsisterly insults I meet with from \ 
you. 



I am tired with such stuff as iJey-day! what, is this you? Is 
this. Tell me, Bella,if my mamma it you, my meek sister Clary ? 



will condescend to see me? 

Yes , if you can be dutiful at 
last 
. lean. I will. 

But what call you dutiful ? 



Yes, it is I, Bella; and I will 
claim the protection due to a 
child of the family> or to know 
why I am to be thus treated, when 
I offer only to preserve to myself 



To give up my own inclinations the liberty of refusal ^ which be- 
— That's something more for you | longs to my sex; aod, to please 
to teU of — in obedience to mvjmy i^^ts, would give up my 
parents* commands; and tobe^I.c&fitae*.: I have, contented myseu 
may not be made miserable with, till now to taJue second-hand mes- 
a man that is fitter for any body sepgeis, aoid firsthand^ insults: 



than for me. 
For me, do jaa mean, Claiy ? 



you are but 'my sister :^ my brother 
is not.niy sovereign I and w^ 



Why not? since you have put hkve a nther aof mother 
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I^wfll not be tbos treated by 4 than disgrace her whole fiumly? 
hrbther and nster, and their sfr-* A« how, Bella, disgrace it?-* 
tants, all setting upon me, as ft The man whom you thus freelj 
ahoidd seem to make me desperate^ treat, is a man of Irirth and ^- 
and to do a rash thinff. I will tone: he is a man of parts, and 
know in short, sister Bdla, toAjr 1 nobly allied. — He was onee 
am to be constrained thus! — thought worthy of yon ranidlindi 
What is intended by it? — And tofleaTenyoahaahadhim. lam 
whe^er I am to be conndered as sure it was not my fiiolt you had 
a child or a slave t | not. although you treat me thus ! 

She stood aghast all this time,! This set her into a flamej I 
partly with real , partly with af- ' wbh I had fbrbora it. O how the 
xiBcted surprise. (poor Bella raved: I thought she 

And is ttyou? Is it indeed you? i would have beat meonee or twice: 
— Well, CUuy, you amaze roe! . and she vowed, her fingers itched 
But since you are so desirous to to do so — But 1 was not worth 
refer youreelf to your father and ; her anger : yet she flamed on. 
mother, I will go down, and tellj We were heard to be h^^ — 
them what you say. Your friends And Betty came up from n^ mo- 
are not yet gone, I believe: they ther to command my sister to at- 
shall asseoible again; and then tend her. — She went down ac- 
you may come down, and plead Icordingly, threatening me with 
your own cause in person. {letting every one know what a 

Let me then« But let my brother | violent creature I had shewn my- 
and yon be absent You have self to be. 
made yourselves too much jKwties 
against me, to* sit as my judges. 



And I desire to have none of yours 



WedaeadaY ttooa, ICareh S8. 

I HAVB as yet heard no mcwe of 
my sister: and. have not courage 



or his interpositions. 1 am sure^enous^h to insist upon throwing 
yon could not have represented myself at the feet of my father 
what I proposed fairl]r: 1 am^rejand mother, as I tbouebt in my 
you could not Nor is it possible heat of temper I should be able to 
you l^hould be commissioned to ' do. And 1 am now grown as cahn 
treat me thus. j as ever; and were Bella to come 

Well, well, ni call up my bro- up again, as fit to be played upon 
ther to YOU. — I will mdeed. — ' as bCTore. 



I am indeed sorry that I sent 
her firom me in such disorder. But 
m^ father's letter threatening me 



He shall justify himself, as well as 
me. 

I desire not to see my brother, ^ _ 

except he will come as a brother,) with my uncle Antonyms house 
laying a^de the authority he has| and chapel, terrifies me strange- 
vi^ustly assumed ov^r me. ily; and by their silence I am 

- And so, Olary^ it is i]lo1htn^to,afrud some new storm is gatber- 
him, or to me, is it, that our sister ing. ' 
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But what shall I do with, this solute, in a point so very near \o 
Lovelace? I have just now, by mj father, and all my friends, lify 
the unsuspected hole in the wall mother and she were both Mlling;^ 
(that I toldlyou of in my letter by to impute mj resolutibn to tha> 
Hannah) got a letter from him — nianner I had been begun witltf . 
So uneasy is he for fear I should and to my supposing that my bro- 
be prevailed upon in Solmes's therhador^^nallymoreofahand 
favour; so full of menaces, if t in the proposals mad6 "by Ifo. 
am(; so resenting the usage I re- Solmes, than my father or othe^ 
ceive [for, how I cannot tell; but friends. In short, fain would my 
he has undoubtedly intelligence aunt have furnished me with an 
of all that is done m the familvj ; elcuse to come off my opposition; 
such protestations of inviolable Bella all the while humming a 
faith and honour; such vows of tune, and opening this book and. 
reformation; such pressing argu- that, withoutmeaning; but saying 
ments to escape from this dis- nothing. 

graceful confinement — my After having shewed me. that 
ear, what shall I do with ti^s my opposition could not be of 
Lovelace? signification, my father's honour 

bemg engaged, my aunt concluded 

LETTER XUY. '< T^^^ entorcmg upon me my duty, 

»*. ni -I » . ***»'» 'n Stronger terms than I believe 

MiM OUri..a HTlowe to Ml«,How«. ^^^ ^^^f^ y^^^^ ^^^^ ^^j^^ ^.^^^^^ 

Wednesday, 12 o'clock. Stances of the case considered) ' 
ttv.aunt Hervey is but just gone had not my sister been present', 
from.me. She came up to me with It would but be repeating what 
my sister. They would not trust I have so often mentioned^ to give 
my aunt without this ill-natured you the arguments that passed -oa 
witness. When she entered my both sides. — So I will only recite 
chamber. I told her, that this visit what she said, that carried with it 
was a high favour to a poor prisoner a new face. . 
in her hard confinement. 1 kissed | When she found me inflexible, 
her hand. She, kindly saluting as she was pleased to- call it, she 
me , said , Why this distance to said, for her part she couldnot but . 
youraunt,my dear, wl{o'loves you say, that if I' were not to have 
so well? . either Mr. Solmes or Mr. Lovelace, 

She owned, th^t she came to ^- ' and yet, to make my friends easy, 
postulate with m^,~ for the peace- iwz(.<< marry, she should not think 
sake of the family: for that she amiss of Mr. Wyerley. What^ 
could not believe It possible, if I ' I think of Mr. Wyerley ? 
did not conceive myself unkindly | Ay, Clary, put in my suter, wktl 
treated, that I,'who had ever shewn say you to Mr. Wyerley V 
such a s.weetneiM of temper, as well i I saw through toiB immedia^ 
at manners, should be tims re- It was said on purpose, I dot 
CIcrlMa. I. U 
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oo^, to baveanargomeiita^iist^diity dne from a child to her 
me of absolute prepossession in 'parents? 

Mr. Lovelace*s favoor: since Mr. I Yes, said my sister, I do not 
Wrerley everywhere avows his doubt but it is Miss Claris aim, if 
Talue, even to veneration , for me \ ' she does not fly to her Lovelace, 
and is far less exceptionable, both , to get her estate into her own 
in person and niind, than Mr. ! hands , and go to live at /A^ (/ro re, 
Solmes : and I was wifling to turn ! in that independence upon which 
the tables, bytr^ng bowfarMr.jshe builds all her perverseness. 
So1mes*s terms might be dispensed And, dear heart! my little love, 
with ; since the same terms could how will you then blaze away ! 



not be expected from Mr.W^erley. 



Your mamma Norton, your oracle, 



I therefore desired to know, wivh your poor at your gates, 
whether my answer, if it should be , mingling so proudly and so meanly 
in favour of Mr. Wverley, would with the ragged herd! Reflecting, 
urease me from Mr. Solmes? — by your ostentation , upon allthe 
For I owned, that I had not the ladies in the country,, who do not 
aversion to him^ that I had to the as you do. This is known to be 
other, y our scheme ! and the poor withou !- 



Nay, she had no commission to 
propose such a thing. She only 



doors, and Lovelace emWn, with 
one hand building up a name, 



knew, that my father and mother pulling it down with thextherl — 
would not be easy till Mr. Love- Owhatacharmingschemeisthis! 



lace's hopes were entirely de- 
feated. 

Cunning creature! said my 
sister. 



— But let me tell you, my pretty 
little flighty one, that your father s 
Iwing will snail controly our grand- 
father's (had one ; and that estate 



And this, and her joining in the j will be disposed of asyourfbnd 

auestiqn before, conviuced me, grandfather would have disposed 
[lat it was a designed snare for, of it, had he lived to see such a 
me. jchaugoinhisfavourite. In a word, 

Don't Ton, dear madam, said I,* miss, it will ha kept out of your 
put questions that can answer no hanas, till my father sees you 
end, but to support my brother's discreet enough to have the 
schemes against mr, — But are management ^f it, or till you can 
th^re any liopes of an end to my' dutiftUly. by law, tear it from him. 
sufferings and disgrace, without | P'ie, Miss Harlo e! said my 
having this hated mau impo&ed aunt: this is not p etty to yoir 
upon me? Will not what 1 have sister. 

Offered be accepted? I am sure it madam , let her go on. This 
otio^/.-;-! will venture to say that, is nothing to what j hae borne 

Why, niece , if there be not any from Miss Barlowe. She is either 
snch.hofes, I presume you don t commissioned to trea: me ill by 
thiidt youtdclf absolved from the her «nt'v, or by aii^t.%erautLority, 
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to which I must submit — As to great vehemeqee: but only raisings 
revokingtheestate, what hinders, my voice, to be hciurd* without 
if I pleased? I know my poilrer; minding her, Pray, madam. (pro- 
but have not the least thought of vokingly interrogated 1) was he 



exerting it. Be pleased to let my 
father know, that whatever be- the 
consequence to myself, were he to 
turn me out of doors (which I 
should rather he would do , than 
to be coniined and insulted as 1 
am) and were I to be reduced to 
indigence and want, I would seek 
no relief that should be contrary 
to his will. . 

For that matter, child, said my 
aunt, were you to marry, you must 



not known to have been as wild 
a roan , when he was at fit-st intro- 
duced into our family, as he nota^ 
is 8j|id to be ? Yet then^ the common 
phrases of wild oats^ .and black 
oxen, and such like, were qualifiers^ 
and marriage, and the wife*s dis- 
cretion, were to perform wonders 
— But (turning to my sister) I find . 
I have said toomuch. 

thou wicked reflecter 1 — And ' 
what made me abhor him, think 



doBSjOMrhnshand will have you. vou, but the proof of those vil- 
If that husband be Mr. Lovelace,, laino us freedoms that ought to 
he will be glad of any opportunity have had the same effect upon you, 
of farther embroiling the families, were you but half so goodt a crea- 
And, let me tell you , uiece, if he ture as you pretend to be, 
hadthe respe'ct for you which hej Proof, did you say Bella! I 
pretends to have, he would not thought that you had T.ot proof f , 
throw out defiances as he does.' — hut you h-nouj Oest. ; 

He is known to be a very revenge- 1 Was not this very spiteful , my ' ' 
falman;andwereI^ou,MissClaiy, dear? ', 

I should be afraid he would wreak] ^ Now, Clary, said she, would I 
upon me that vengeance, though i give a thousand pounds to know 
had not offended him, which he is all that is in thy little rancorous . 
continually threatening to pour and reflecting heart , at this mo- 
upon the family. Jment. 

Mr. Lovelace*s threatened I might let you knowfor a much 
vengeance, is in relurn for less sum, and not be afraid of being 
threatened vengeance. It is not worse treated than I have been, 
every body will boar insult, as, of Well, young ladies, I am sorry 
late, I have been forced to bear it. to see passion run so high between 

O how my sisters face shone you. You know, niece, (tome) 
with passion ! you had not been confined thus to 

But Mr. Lovelace, proceeded I, yourapartmei»t,couldyourmother^ 
as! have said twenty and twenty oy condescension, or ^onr father 
times, would be quite out of the by authority, have been able t<p 
question with me, were 1 to be moveyou.Buthow canyon expect, , 
generously treated! > w^en there must be a concession 

My tk^. md .^meti)i[|g with, .on one slde^. $hat it shoiuldr }».m 
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thflin? If my IMI7, who has not 
the hundredth part of year nnder- 
ctanding, were thus tosethenelf 
tqp in ahsolate eontradictionto my 
willy in a point so material, 1 
■lumld not take it well of her — 
indeed I should not. 

I believe not, madam: and if 
MiM Herrej had jnit snch a 
hiother. and just such a sister [you 
may look, Bella!] and if both were 



True, child; but she never 
should. 

Then,iiia'^amjit never wooldbe. 

That 1 doubt, niece. 

Ifyou do, madam, canyon thiuk 
connoement and ill usage is the 
way to prevent the apprehended 
rashness? 

M V dear, this sort of intimation 
would make one but too apprehen- 
sive, that there is no trusting to 



to aggravate her parents, as myyeurself, when one knows your in- 
bfOtherandsister do mine — Then, jcliiation. 

perhaps, you might use her as I That apprehension* madam, 
am used : and if she hated the man seems to have been conceived be- 
yon proposed to her, and with as i fore this intimation, or the least 
mocbreasonasidoMr.Solmes— jcause for it, was given Why 
And loved a rake and libertine, e*»« the disgraceful confinement 
miss, as you do Lovelace, said my. ^ *>*^e been laid under? — Let 
^gier l"*o venture to say, that my suf- 



Then might she [continued I, fermgs seem to be rather owmg 
not minding her] beg to be excused V> * .^^''f*^^ /^^S'S** ^ *"*™»- 
from obeyiSg. But yet if she did, ?*^« »•?« [^1^'« ^^ "^ 'it!* ^"^"^"h 
and woufd, give you the most so- (^»<>^"g- *»"«'« ^^^.^^^, f?o^ 
lemn assurk^es, ind security be- f<>"°?« [^ ™y opposition) than 

rides, that she iould never have ^ » ^^^^^ ^^ "^J 5?!l'^r«iJ^'i 
the man you disliked, against your ;^»»«n they were inflicted first, I 
consent--! dare say, Miss Her- ^^^ g^f" °<>^«"*« of doubt: nor 
vey's father and mother would sit «hourd there now be room for 
doVn satisfied, and not endeavour f^^' "^ J^y d^cietion might be 

to force her inclinations. i**^^^ * r. r**, u •* 

S/vf u^iA ^« oio*^.. »;fk .„v My aunt, after a httle hesita- 

come m for their share. «»• w«iuoiv« *•» »^ ^^^'^ 

«,vu«w u« «VA V w« ot^cM^. tuated m your family, it you 

But if, child, replied my aunt, I marry this hated Lovelace? 
knew she loved a rake^ and sus- ^^d let it be considered , what 
pected that she sought only to misery tome, madam, if 1 marry 
gam time, in order to wire-draw that hated Solmcs? 
me into a consent— 1 Many a young creature has 

I be^ pardon, madam, for in- thought she eoula not love a man, 
termptmg^ou;butifMi88Uervey with whom she has afterwards 
Qonld ifbtam toub consent, what been very happy. Few women, 
farther would be to be said V ' diild,tiiutfry their first lovet. 
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That may be the -reason there 
are so few happy marriages. 

But there ure few first impres> 
sions fit to be encouraged. 

I am afraid so too, madam. I 
have a very indifferent opinion of 
light and first impressions. But, 
as I hate often said , all I wish for 
is, to have leave to live single. 

Indeed yon mast not, miss. 
Yoor father and mother will be 
unhappy till they see you mar- 
ried, and out of Lovelace's reach. 

— I am told that you propose to 
condition with him (so rar are 
matters gone between you) never 
to have any man , if you 'have not 
him, 

I know no better way to pre- 
vent ^ischief on all sides, I freely 
own }l — And there is not, if he be 
out of the question, another man 
in the world I can think favour- 
ably of. Nevertheless, I would 
five all 1 have in the world , that 
e were married to some other 
person—- Indeed I would, Bella, 
for all yo^i put on that smile of 
incredulity. 

May be so. Clary: but. I will 
smile for all that 

If ^ be put of the question! re- 1 

Feated my aunt — so^ Miss Clary, ' 
see how it is — I will go down 

— [Miss Harlowe, shall I follow 
you? — ] and I will endeavour to 
phersuade ^our father to let my 
sister herself come up : and a hapr 
pier event may then result. 

Depend upon it, madam, said 
my sister, this wrfl be thie case: 
my mother and she will be both 
in team; but with thii^^iiyierette 



effect: 'my mother will come doim 
softened and cut to the heart; but 
will leave her favourite hardened, 
from the advantages she will 
think she has over my mother's 
tenderness **^ why, madam, it is 
for this very reason the gurl is nat 
admitted into her presence. 

Thus she ran on as she went 
down stairs. 



MU" CUuissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

' Mr heart fluttered witb the 
hope and the fear of seeing my 
mother, and with the shame and 
the grief of having given her so 
much uneasiness. But it needed 
not: she was not permitted to 
come. But my aunt was so good 
as to return; yet not without mT 
sister: and, taking my hanc^ 
made me sit down by her. 

She came, she must own, offi^ 
ciouMlff^ she said, this onr^ more; 
though against tne opinion of my 
father: but knowing and dreading 
the consequence of my opposition, 
she could not but come. 

She then set forth to me my 
friendsVzpectationsfrom me; Mr. 
Solmes*s riches (three times as 
rich he came out to be, as any 
body had thoug^ht him) the settle^ 
ments proposed; Mr. Lovelaces 
bad character; their aversion to 
him; all in a very strong light; 
but not in a stronger than my mo- 
ther had before placed them in. 
My mother, sufely, could not 
have given the particularr ^' 
what had passed betit^eeii h' 
and me; if^she badj my 
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ironld not have repeated* many 
of the same sentiments, as you 
will find she did, that had been 
still more strongly ur^ed, without 
effect, by her Tenerame sister. 
She said it would break the 



and thun entreat, in vain. • For 
still she kneeled, and I by her. 

What a hard case is mine! — 
Could I but dtaubi , I know I could 
conpjer. — That which is an in- 
ducement to my friends, is none 



heartof myfathertohave it ima- at all to me — how often, my 
gined , that he had not, a power dearest aunt , must I repeat ^e 



orer his child; and that, as he 
thought, for my own good: a 
child too, whom tbey had always 



same thing? — Let me but be 
single — cannot I live single? 
Let me be sent, as I have pro> 



doated upon I — Dearest , dearest posed , to Scotland , to Florence ; 



misSy concluded she, clasping her {any whither: let me be. sent a 



slave to the Indies: any whither 
— any of these I will consent to. 
But I cannot, cannot think of 
giving my vows to a man I cannot 
endure. 
Well then, rising, (Bella silent- 
one happy and easy once more. -^ ly, with uplifted hands, reproach- 
I would kneel to you, my dearest ' 
nl^ce -^ nay, I will kneel to 
you!; — 
And down she dropt, and I 



fingers, with the most condescend- 
ing earnestness, let me .beg of 
you, for my sake, for your oivn 
^ake, for a hundred sakes, to get 
over this averseness, to give up 
y<our prejudices, and make every 



ing my supposed perverseness) I 
see nothing can prevail with you 
to oblige us. 
What can I do, my dearest annt 



with her, kneeling to her, andjHervey? What con I do? Were I 
beseeching h^r not to kneel; capable of giving a hope Imeant 



e|asi>ing my arms about her f and 
bathing her worthy bosom with 
iny. tears. 



not to enlarge, then could I say, I 
Would consider of your kind ad- 
vice. But I would rather' be 



rise! rise! my belpved auntii thought perverse thsxi insincere, 
said li you cut me to the hieft^^^s there, however, no medium t 
with this condescending gooj^ Can nothing be thought of? Will 
ness. , ' ' \ \ nothing do, but to have a man who 

Say then, my dearest niecev#ay! is the more disgustful to me, be* 
then, that you will oblige al/ your' cause he is unjust in the very 
friends ! -r If ypu love \u^)>e$eeck^ articles he Olfers? 
you ' , — • "* i Whom now. Clary, said my 

How can T promise wh||t I ean rister, do you reflect u|>on? Con- 
sopner choose to die thaQ per^ tiderthat. 
form -^ . i Make not invidious appllea- 

. ,9^7 : then,, my dear , you, will tiOns of what J say, Bella. It may 
(^Qnmd^ of iiU' $ay you will but not be looked ^upon.in the same 
rf(Mon» v^ .yeAUfself, (^ive Qfl light by every one: The^V^rand 
mho^ep^ Pon^t let me eol^efity tiie .acc«pi^ are princii^y aa^ 



OLABTSSA HABLOlTB. 



S15 



Bwerable. in an unjust donation. 
While I think of it in this light. I 
should be inexcusi^ble to be the 
latter. But why do I ienter Upon 
a supposition of this nature? — 
My neart, as I have often,* oftei} 
said , recoils at the thoughts oi, the 
roan , in every light — Whose fa- 
ther, but mine, agrees upoii ar- 
ticles where there is no prospect 
of a liking? Where the direct 
contriary is avowed, all along 
avowed, without the least varia- 
tion ^ or shadow of a .change' pf 
sentiment? — But it is iiot my 
father's doing originally. my 
cruel, cruel Brother, to cause a 
measure to be forced upon me, 
which he would not behave toler- 
ably under were the like to be 
offered to him! 

. The girl is got into her alti- 
tudes, Aunt Hervey, said my 
sister; You see, madam, she 
spares nobody. Be pleased tti.let 
her know wha^ she has to trust io. 
Nothing is to be done with her. 
Pray, madam, pronounce her 
doom.^ 

My aunt retired to' the window, 
weeping, with iny ^Ister in her 
h^nd: I cannot, indeed I cannot, 
Miss Harlowe, said she, softly 
(but yet 1 heard every word she, 
said): there is ^eat.nardship in| 
her case.' She is a noble child 
after all. What pity things are' 
gone so far! ^ but Mr. Solmes 
ought to be told to desist. j 

O madam, said my sister, in a 
kind of loud whisper, are Vbu 
caught too by the little siren? -^ 
My niiother dltf well not to come 
up! — ^ I question whether my fa- 



their himself, after his first in- 
dignaj;ion, would not be 'turned 
routid by h^. " Nobody but my 
l[>rQther can. do any thing with 
her, I am sure. 

Don't think of your brother's 
coming up, said mjr aunt, still i|i 
a low voice — He is too furious. 
I see no obstinacy^ no perverse- 
ness in her manner! If your bro* 
ther comes, I will not be answer- 
able for the consequences : for I 
thought twice or thrice she would 
have gone into fits. 

Q madam , she has a strong 
hearty — and yoii ^ee there is .n^ 
prevailing witn her , though you 
were upon your knees. to her. 

My sister left my aunt inusing 
at the windowj with her back to- 
wards us; and took that opportu'! 
nity to insult me still more bar- 
barously: iov'^ stepping to my 
closet j she took up. the pattern^ 
which my motWliad sent me'upi 
and bringing them to me, ^ she 
spread them upon the ctiair hy 
m^^^ and) offering one, and then 
another, upon . ner sleeve and 
shoulder y thus she ran on, with 
great sfi^miug tranquillity, but 
whisperingly, that my aunt might 
not nieat her. ^/uV, '.Clary ^ is a 
pretty pattern enough : but this is 
quite charming I I would advise 
you to make youir appearance in 
it. And this^ were I you, should 
be my wedding night-gown -7- ai)d 
(his my second dressed suit; woif'^ 
you give orders, love, to have 
your grandmother's jewels new 
set? -* Or will you think t6 show 
away in the new 9nes Mr. Solmes * 
intendu to preset to yott? He 
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ta&s of laying oat two or three laoe had not taken jfou at Toor 



ifaousand pounds in presents, 
ehIM! Dear heart I — How gor- 
geofiBly will you be arrayed ! — 
What? silent, my dear! Mamma 
i^orton's stoeef dear! What! silent 
still? — B»t, Clary, won't you 
have a velvet suit? It would cut a 
great figure in .a country church, 
YOU know: and the weather may 
bear it for a month yet to come. 
Crimson velvet, suppose! Such a 
fine complexion as yours, how it 
would be set off by it! What an 
agreeable blush would it ^ve 
you: — high ho! (mocking me: 
for I sighed to be thus foolea 
with} And do jrou sigh, love? — 
Well then , as it will be a solemn 
wedding, what thinky on of 6/acI; 
velvet, child? — Silent still, 



word ! — You had be^re now been 
etercising your judgment on your 
own account: and 2 had been 
happy as well as you I Was it my 
fault, I pray you, that it was not 



how she raved! 

To be so ready to give^ Bella, 
and so loth to take^ is not very fair 
in you. 

The poor Bella descended to 
call names. 

Why, sister, said I, you are as 
angry as if there were more in the 
hint than possibly mi^ht be de* 
signed. My wish is siacere, for 
both our sakes! — for the whole 
family *s sake! — And what is there 
in it? — Do not, do not, dear Bella, 
give me cause to suspect, that I 



Clary ! — Black velvet, so fair as j have found a reason for your un- 
you are, with those charming | kind behaviour tome v and which 
eves, gleaming through a wintry till now was wholly unaccountable 



cloud, like an April sun! — Does 
not Lovelace tell you they are 
charming eyes ! — How lovely 
will you appear to every one! — 
What! silent still, love! — But 
about your laces. Clary! — 

She would have gone on still 
farther, had not my aunt ad- 
vanced towards us, wiping her 
eves — What! whispering, ladies! 
You seem so eas^r and so pleased j 
Miss Harlowe, with your private 
conference,. that 1 hope X. lihaU 
carry down good news. 

I am only giving her my opinion 
of her pattern, tere. — unasked 
indeed; but she eeems, by her 
^ence, to approve of my j^^g' 
ment. 



from sister to sister — 

Fie, fie, Clary! said my aunt 

My sister was more ^and more 
outrageous. 

how much fitter, said T, to be 
a jest^ than a jester! — B\^ npw, 
Bella, turn the glass to you , and 
see how poorly sits the robe upon 
your own shoulders, which ^oa 
nave been so unmercifully fixing 
upon mine! 

Fie, fie, Miss Clary, repeated 
my aunt. 

And fie» fie, likewise, good 
madam, to Miss Harlowe, you 
would say, were you to have heard 
her barbarous insults! 

Let us go, madam, said my 
sister!, with great violence; let us 



Bella! wd I, th^t fAr* Loye-!leave the creature to sw^U tiH. she 



GtiARlSSA HARLOWJi. 



217 



me. 



bui^ts with, her own poison — the ' I saw, to my comfort, what effec^t 
last time I will ever come near her, my sister^s absence wrought for 
in the mind 1 am in! 

It is so easy a thing, returned 1, 
were I to be mean enough to follow 
an example that is so censurable 
in the setter of it, to vanquish such 
a teasing spirit as yours with its 
own blunt weapons, that I am 
amazed you will provoke me! — 
Yet, Bella, since you irtV/ go (for 
she had hurried to the door),£>rgive 
me. I forgive you. And you have a 
double reason to do so , both from 
eldership , and from the offence so 
studiously given to one in affliction. 
But may vou be happy , though / 
never shall ! May you never have 
half the trials / have had ! Be this 
T9ur comfort, that you cannot 
nave a sister to treat ymi as you 
have treated mel — And so uod 
bless you! 

thou art a -^ and down she 
flung without saying what. 

Permit me, madam, said I to my 
aunt, sinking dowp, and clasping 
her knees with my arms, to detain 



— Rise, my noble-minded 
niece! — charming creature! — 
[those wereher kind words] kneel 
not to me! — Keep to yourself 
what I now say to you. — I admire 
you more than I can express — 
and if you can forbear claiming 
your estate, and can resolve to 
avoid Lovelace, you will continue 
to be the greatest miracle I ever 
knew at vour years — but I must 
hasten ' down after your sister 
— These are my last words to 
you: ** Conform to your father^ 
will , if you possibly can. How 
meritorious will it be in you to do 
so! Pray to God to enable you to . 
coifform. You don*t know what 
may be done." 

"Only, my dear aunt, oujb 
word , one wjard more (for she was 
going)-*- speak all you can for my 
dear Mrs. Norton. She is but low 
in the world: should ill health 
overtake her, she may not know 
how to live without my mamma's 
you one moment ^ not to say any | favour. I shall have no means to 
thing about my poor sister - she ! help her : for I will want neces- 
is her own punisher — only to sanes beiore I will assert my right: 
thank you for all your condescend*' and 1 do assure you, she has said 
ipjg goodness to me. 1 onl;^ beg so many things to me in behalf of 
ofyou not to impute to obstinacy . my submitting to my father's will, 
the immoveableness I have shewn 'that her arguments have not a 
to BO tender a friend; and to for- 'little contributed to make me 

give me ever^ thing 1 have said or 'resolve to avoid the extremities 
one amiss m your presence; for which, nevertheless, I pray to God 
it has not proceedea from inward they do not at last force upon me. 
rancour to the poor Bella. But I And yet they deprive me of her. 
will be bold to say, .tl^at neither advice, and think unjustly of one 
sue , nor my brother, nor even my of the most excellent of women, 
father himself, knows what a heart ' I am glad to hear you saj; t)))^ : 
they hare set a bleeding. and take thU^ and thu^ and tSis^ my 
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dmrming niece (for so she called 
me almost at every word; kissing 
'me earnestly, and clasping her 
arms about my neck): and God 
protect you and direct you ! But 

Sou must submit: indeed you'mu^^ 
ome one flay in a month from thin 
is all the choice that is left you. 

And this, I suppose, was the 
doom my sister called for; yet not 
worse than what had been pro- 
nounced upon me i.efore. 

She repeated these last sen- 
tences louder than the former. | 
"And rfemember, miss," added 
she, "it is your duty to comply. — 
And down she went, leaving me 
with my heart full, and my eyeSjj 
running over. i 

The very repetition of this fills i 
me with almost equal concern to , 
that which I felt at the time. i 

I must lay down iny pen. Misti- \ 
nesses, which give to my deluged 
eye the appearance of all the 
colours in the rainbow, will not 
permit me to write on. 

Wednesday, flvd o^clock. 

I WILL now add a few lines — 
my autit, as she went down from 
me, was met at the foot of the 
stairs 'by my sister, who seemed to ; 
think she had staid a good while 
after her: and heaniig her last 
words prescribing to me implicit 
duty, praised her for it, and ex- 
claimed against my obstinacy. 
Did you ever hew of such per- 
verseness, madam? said she: could 
yoQ have thought, that your 
Clarissa, and every ^o^/y^Clanssa, 
wail such' a giii? — And who , as 



you said, u to Yabmit, her faiker 
or fihef 

My aunt said something in 
answer to her, compassionating 
me , as I thought, by her accent: 
but I heard not the woids. 

Such a strange perseverance in 
a measure so unreasonable! — 
But my brother and sister are con- 
tinually misrepresenting all I say 
and do; and 1 am deprived of the 
opportunity of defending myself! 
— My sister says ,* that bad they 
thought me such a championess, 
they would not have engaged with 
me: and now, not knowing how 
to reconcile my supposed obsti- 
nacy with my general character 
and natural temper, they seem to 
hope to tire -me out, and resolve to 
vary their measures accordingly. 
My brother, you see,** is deter- 
mined to carry his point, or to 
abandon Harlowe Place, atid 
never to see it more. — So they 
are to lose a son , or to conquer a 
daughter — the perversest and 
most ungrateful that ever parents 
had ! -^ This is the light he places 
things in : and has undertaken , it 
seems, to subdue me. if Aix advice 
be followed. It will be farther 
tried; of /Aa< I am convinced; and 
what will be their next measure, 
who can divine? 

I shall dispatch with this my 
answer to yours of Sunday last, 
begun on Monday ;*** but whicn 
U not yet qui.te finished. It is too 
long to copy: I have not time for 
it In it I have been very &ee 

• See p. S9. 

•« lo hiB Letter., p. 2(M. 
•♦• See Letter 3cl. 
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with you,' my dear, in more plac^'^^took it: for he was there but half 
than one. I cannot say, that I an* an honr before, and found nothing. 



pleased with all I have written — 
yet will not now alt^ it. — My 
mind is not at ease Enough for the 
subject. — Do;[i*t be angry with 
me. Yet, if yon can ej^ense oiie 
or two passages, it will be because 
they were written by 

Yotor 
Clarissa Haslowa. 

LETTER XLVI. 
Mi6B Howe to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

Wednesday nigbt, March 29. 

Aitgrt! -^ What should I be 
angry for? I am mightily pleased 
with your freedom , as you call it. 
I only wonder at your patience 
with me; that's all. I am sorry I 
ffave you the trouble of so long a 
letter upon the occasion*, not- 
withstanding the pleasure I re^ 
ceived in reading it. 

I believe you did nr>f intend re<^ 
serves to me : for two reasons I be- 
lieve you did not: first, because 
you 9atj you did not: next, be- 
cause you have not as j/et been 
able to convince yourself how it is 
to be with yon; and persecuted 



He had seen my impatience, and 
loitered about, being willing to 
bring me something from you, if 
possible. 

My cousin Jenny ^ynnett is 
here , and desires to be my bedfel- 
low to-night. So I shall not have 
an opportunity to, sit down with 
that seriousness and attention 
which the subjects of yours re- 
quire. For she is all prate , you 
Know, and loves to set me a 
prating; yet comes upon a very 
grave occasion *— to procure my 
mother to go with ner to her 
grandmother Larkin, who has 
been long bed- rid den'; and at last 
has taken it into her head that she 
48 mortal , and therefore will make 
her wiU ; a work she was till now 
ipxtremely averse to: but it must 
be upon condition that my mother, 
who is her distant relation, will eo 
to her, and advise her as to the 
particulars of it: for she has an 
nigh opinion, as every one else 
has, of mv mother's judgment in 
all matters relating to wills, settle- 
ments, and such-Tike notable af- 
fairs. 



as you are, now so to separate the Mrs. Larkin lives about seven- 
effects that spring frovi the two teen miles off; and as my mother 

eauses Ipersecutirm and love] as to cannot endure to lieoutof hevown 
_. — ^_ — I- -.^^ — .^._-_i-^ j.._ |JQ^g^^ g]jQ proposes to set out 

early m the morning, that she may 
be able to get back ngam at night. 



gve to each its particular due. 
at tills I believe I hinted to yon 
once before; and so will say no 



more upon this subject at present. So , to-morrow 1 shall be at your 
Robin says you bad but just de* devotion from day-liu;ht to day- 
posiited youriast partol ijrfaen he light; nor will I be at home to any 

body. ' 

« See Letter xxzTi). for the oceaaloas i AatA-fthA imnprtinimt mAn T 
ana Letters xxxvili.xl.^for.the!h»doin;, -^^ JS^TL "^f f !^L- iu 

GiitffBsft apoiodMa for. i have imt him upon esoortmff the 
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two ladies, moidertomttendmy|tiiatliekjoiir(«r<Mirite.Biittliat 
mother borne at night Such ex- is because he is my mother^s per- 
peditioDs as these, and tojgiiTeus haps. The man would certainly 
women a little air of vamty and rejoice at the transfer, or he must 
assaredness at public places, is all be a greater fool thani take 
that 1 know these dangling fel- 
lows are g6od for. 

I have hinted before, that I 
could almost wish my mother and that! — What makes me In- 
Mr. Hickman would make a match 



to be. 

O but your fierce 4oTer would 
knock him o'the head — 1 for^t 



capable of seriousness when I 
of it: and here I repeat my wishes, i write about this Hickman? — Yet 
What signifies a difierenee of the man so good a sort of man in 
fifteen or twenty years; especially the main? — But who is perfect? 
when the lady has spirits that will This is one of my foibles. And 
make her young A long time, and it Is something for you to chide 
the lover is a mght^ soyber m^ ? r^ me for. 

( think verily, that 1 .could like You believe me to be very 
him better (or a papa than for a happy in my prospects in relation 
nearer relation: and they are to him: because yon are soy.ery 
Mtrange admirers of one another, unhappy in the foolish usage you 
^^t allow me a perhaps still meet with , you are apt (as I sus- 
better (and, as to year^^ more pect)to think Mof tolerable which 
foitable and happier)di8po8a] ; for otherwise would be far from being 
the man at least. — What think so. I dare say, you would not, 
yon, my dear, of compromising with all your grave airs, like him 
with your friends, by rejecting for yourself; except, being ad- 
boihiyoxa men, and encouraging dressed by Solmes and him, yon 
my parader? — If your liking of were obliged to have one of them, 
one of the two go no further than — I have given you a test Let me 
com/iffV/Tia/, I brieve it will do. A see what you wul say to it 
rich thought, if it obtain your ap- For my own part, I ^nfess to 

grobatioii! In this light, 1 should you, that I have ^eat exceptions 
ave a prodigious respect for Mr. to . Hickman, ae and wedlock 
Hickman; more by half than 1 never yet once entered into my 
can have in the other. The vein head at one time. Siiall 1 ^ve yon 
is opened -— shall I let it flow? my. free thoughts of him? — Of 
How difficult to withstand con- hisd^xf andhistor/rii/; and iJiatas 
stitutioiial foi bles ! if I were writing to one who knows 

Hickman is certainly a man him not? '— I think 1 will. Yet it 
more io your taste than any of is impossible 1 should do it grave- 
those who have hitherto been ly. The subject won't bear to be 
bi'ought to address yon. . He is so treated in my opinion. We are 
migbljr sober, qiightv grave, apd not come so fai- as that yet, If .ever 
*^ that Then yon bavie told me^i we shall: and to do It ii» anotliier 
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Strain 111 becomes mj present real 

concern for you, 

» * * 

Hbrb I was intermpted on the 
honest nian*8 account. He has 
been here these two hours — 
courting the mother for the daugh- 
ter, 1 suppose — Yet she wants no 
courting neither; 'tis well one of 
us does: else the man would have 
nothing but halcyon \ and be re- 
miss and sauCjr or course. 

He was going. His horses at 
the door. My mother sent for me 
down , j)retending to want to say 
something to me. 

Somethmg she said when I came 
that signified nothing — evidentljr, 
for no reason called me, but to! 
giye me an opportunity to see) 
what a fine bow her man could 
make; and that he might wish me 
a good night. She knows I am 
not oyer ready to oblige him with^ 
my company , if I happen to be 
otherwise engaged. I could not 
help an air a little upoif the fret- 
ful, when I found she had nothing 
of moment to say to me, and when 
I saw her intention. 

She smiled off the yisible fret- 
fulness, that the man might go 
away in good humour with him- 
self. 

He bowed to the ground , and 
would have taken my hand, his 
whip in the other. 1 did not like 
to be so companioned : I withdrew 
my hand, but touched his elbow 
with a motion, as if from his low; 
bow I had supposed him failing, 
and would have helped him up — 
A sad slip it vfngat hare been! 
said I.-' 



"^ A mad girl! smiled it off my 
mother. 

He was put quite out; took his 
horse bridle, stumped back, ba(^, 
back, bowing, till he run against 
his servant. I laughed. He 
mounted his horse. I mounted up 
stairs, after a little lecture. — And 
my head is so filled with him, that 
I must resiime my intention, in 
hopes to diyeift you for a few mo- 
ments. 

Take it th^ — his best and his 
womt, as i said before. 

Hickman is a sort of fiddling, 
busy, yet, to borrow a word from 
you, unbuay man : has a great deal 
to do,^ and seems to me to dispatch 
nothing. Irresolute and^han^e- 
able in every thing, but in teasug 
me with his nonsense; which ^et, 
it is evident, he roust continue 
upon my mother's interest more 
than upon his own hopes ; for none 
have I given him. 

Then 1 have a quarrel against 
his face , though in his person, for 
a well-thriyen man, tolerably 
genteel — not to his features so 
much neither; for what, as you 
haye often observed, are features 
in a man? — But Hickman, with 
strong lines, and big cheek and 
shin bones , has not the manliness 
in his aspect, which Lovelace has 
with the most regular and agree- 
able features. 

Then what a set and foinnal 
mortal he is in some things! ~ I 
haye not been able yet to laugh 
him out of his long bib and bciXtls. 
Indeed, that is, because my mo- 
ther thinks they become, him ; 
I would not be so free with b' 
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to own I should choose to have him pack indeed ; hut prefers not his 



leave it off. It he did, so parti- 
culjar is the man, he would certain- 
ly^ if left to himself, fall into, a 
King William's cravat, or some 
such antique chin-cushion, as by 
the pictures of that prince one 
sees was then the fashion. 

As to bis dr^ss in general , he 
cannot indeed be called a sloven, 
but sometimes he is too gaudy , ^at 
other times too plain, to be uni- 
formly elegant. And for his 
manners, he makes such a bustle 
with them, and about them, as 
would induce one to suspect that 



hounds to his fellow creatures. No 
bad sign for a wife , I own. He 
loves his horse; bat dislikes 
racing in a gaming way, as well as 
all sorts of gaming. Then he is 
sober; modest: they say, virtuous ; 
in short, has qualities that mothers 
would be fona of in a husband for 
their daughters; and for which 
perhaps their daughters would be 
the happier could they jud^e as 
well for themselves as experience 
}08sibly n^ay teach them to judge 
or their future daughters. 
Nevertheless, to own the truth, 



this to his fearfulness of dis- 
obliging* or offending. Indeed 
your over-doers geherally give 
the offence they endeavour to 
avoid. 



F< 



thejr are more strangers than fa- I cannot say I love the man; nor, 
miliars to him. You, I know, lay. 1 believe, ever shall. 



Strange! that these sober fel- 
lows cannot have a decent spright- 
liness, a modest assuraiice with 
them! Something- debonnaire; 
which need not be separated from 



The man however is honest: is ! that awe and reverence, when 
of family: has a clear and good -they address a woman, which 
estate; and may one day oe a | should shew the ardour of their 
baronet, an't please you. He is passion, rather than the sheepish- 
humane and benevolent, tolerably ; ness of their nature ; for who knows 
generous, as people say, and as/! not that love delights in taming 
might say too, if Jwoufd accept of , the lion-hearted? That those of 
his bribes; which he offers inithesez, who are most conscious of 
hopes of having them all back J their own defect in point of 
again, and the bribed into the | courage, naturally require^ and 
bargain. A method taken by all j therefore as naturally ore/if r, the 
corrupters, from old Satan to the i man who has most or it, as the 
lowest of his servants. . Yet, to most able to give them the requi- 
speak in the language of a person site protection? That the greater 
I am bound to honour, he is Uheir own cowardice, as it would 



deemed a prudent man ; that is to 
say, a good manager. 
Then I cannot but confess, that 



be called in a m^fh, the greater 
is their delight in subjects of 

^ ^»»».,» .,»« ^w«..v.»», »»».. heroism? Asmay.be observed in 

now I, like not any body better,) their reading; which turns upon 
whatever I did once. i difficulties encountered, battles 

He is no fox-hunter: he keeps affougbt, and enemies otmdme; 
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four or five hundred by the pronr- 
ess of ODO single hero , the more 
improbable the better : in short, 
that their man should ,be a hero to 
every one living but themselves; 
and to them know no bound to his 
humility. A woman has some 
^lory in subduing a heart no man 
living can appal: and hence too 
often the bravo, assuming the 
hero, and making himself pass for 
one, succeeds as oniy^a hero 
should. ^ 

But as for honest Hickman, the 
good man is so aeneraWj jpneek , as 
i imagine, that I kuoW not 
whether I have any preference 
paid me in his obsequiousness. 
And then, when I rate him, he 
seems to be so naturally fitted for 
rebuke , and so much expects it, 
that 1 know not how to disappoint 
him, whether he just then desei-ve 
it or not. I am sure he has puzzled 
me many a time, when I have seen 
him look penitent for faults he has 
not committed, whether to pity or 
laush.athim. 

xou and I have often retro- 
specied the faces and minds of 
Krown people; that is to say, have 
formed images from their present 
appearances , outside and in , (as 
far as the manners of the persons 
would justify us in the latter) 
what sort ot figures they made 
when boys and girls. And I'll tell 
you the lights in which Hickman, 
bOLMBS , and Lovelace , our three 
heroes, have appeared to me, sup- 
posing them boys at school. 

Solmes I have imagined to be a 
little sordid pilfering rogue, who 
would p^lom. irom eveiy Dody, 



and beg every body's bread and 
butter from him; while, as I have 
heard a reptile brag, he would in 
a winter morning spit upon his 
thumbs , and spread his own with 
it, that he might keep it all to him- 
self. 

Hickman, a great overgrown, 
lank- haired,, chubby boy, who 
would be hunched ^nd punched 
by every body : and go hoime with 
his finger in bis eye , and tell his 
mother. 

While Lovelace I have sup- 
posed a curl-pated villain , full of 
fire, fancy, and mischief; an 
orchard robber, a wall climber, a 
horse rider, without saddle or 
bridle , neck or nothing: a sturdy 
rogue, in sho{:t, who would kick 
and cuff, and do no right, and take 
no wrong of any body ; would get 
his head broke, then a plaster for 
it, or let it heal of itself; while he 
went on to do more mischief, and 
if not to get. to deserve broken 
bones. And the same dispositions 
have grown up with them, and 
distinguish them as men, yriih no 
very material alteration. 

Only that all men are monkeys 
more or less , or else that you and 
I should have such baboons as 
these to choose out of, is a morti- 
fying thing, my dear. 

lam sensible, that I am a little 
out of season in treating thus ludi- 
crously the subject 1 am upon,' 
while you are so unhappy ; and if 
my manner does not divert you, 
as my fiiKhtiness used to do , I am 
inexcusable both to you, and to 
'jny own heart: which , Ido assure 
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Ton . nothwithstendiDg my seem- , There never ^as a spirit ia the 
iDg tevit^, is wholly in your cate. ' world that wpiild insult where it 

As this letter is entirely whim- dared , but it would creep and 
■ical, I will not send it until I can cringle whereit dured noi. Let me 
accompany it with something more remind you of a sentence of your 
solid, and better suited to your own, the occasion for which I haye 
unhappy circumstances: that is forgotten:*' That little spirits will 
to say, to the present subject of always Accommodate themselves 
our correspondence. To-morrow, to the temper of those they would 
as I told you, will be wholly my work uponi will fawn ufion^ a 
own, and of consequence yoiirs/ sturdy tapered person: will in- 
Adieu, therefore, uUthen. suit the meek:*' — and another 

given to MissBiddulph, upon an 

occasion you cannot forget : — "If 

we assume a dignity in what we 

^say and do, ana take care not to 

Thursday mohi. 7 o'clock. I disgrace^ by arrogance our own 

My mother and cousin are al- assumption , every body will treat 
ready gone off in out chariot and us with respect and deference.*' 
four, attended by their doughty j I remember that you once made 
'squire on horseback, and he by an observation, which you said 
two of his own servants, and one you was obliged to Mrs. Norton 
of my mother's. They both love for, and she to her father, upon 
parade when they go abroad, at an excellent preacher, who ^ was 
least in compliment to one an-.but an indifferent liver: "That to 
other; which shews, that each'excel in theory, and to excel in 
thinks the other does. Robin is practice, generally reauired dif- 
Your servant and mine , and no- f erent talents ; which aid not al- 
body's else — and the day is all ways meet in the same person." 
my own. ; Do you, my dear, (to whom theory 

I must begin with blaming you, ' and practice are the same thin^ in 
my dear, for your resolution not almost every laudable quality^ 
to litigate for your right, if occa- apply the observation to yourself, 
sion were to be given you. Justice in this particular case, where re- 
is due to ourselves , as well as to ' solution is required , and where 
every body else. Still more must the performance of the will of the 
I blame you for declaring to your defunct is the question — no more 
aunt and sister, that'you willn'>^* to be dispensed with by you^ in 
since (as they will tell it to your whose favour it was made, than , 
father and brother) the declara- by any body else who have only 
tion must needs give advantage to themselves in view by breaking 
spirits who have so little of that through it. 
generosity for which. you are so ^ I know how much" you despise 
*»"''H dbnhguished. riches in the main: but yet it be. 
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iioves 70a to remember, thatjia solemn. — Your mother has leamit 
one instance you yourself have it of them — and as in marriage^ 
judged them valuable — **In that ' so in willy has been taught to bury 
they put it into our power to lay her own superior name and family 
obbgations; while the want of that in theirs. I have often thought 
power puts a person under a ne- 1 that the same spirit eovemed 
cessity of receiving favours — re- ! them, in this piece of anectation, 
ceiving them perhaps from grud- and others of the like nature (as 
ging and narrow spirits, who know, i/ar/owe Place, and so-fortii, 
not how to confer them with that ^though not the elder brother*s or 
^ace, which gives the principal. paternal seat), as fi;overned the 
merit to a beneficent action. — -tyrant Tudor*, wno marrying 
Reflect upon this, my dear, and|£lizabeth, the heiress of the house 
see how it agrees with the decla- of York, made himself a title to a 
ration you have made to your aunt throne, which he would not other- 
and sister, that you would not re- wise have had (being but a. base 
8ume your estate, were you to be 1 descendant of the Lancaster .line); 
turned out of doors, and reduced | an4 proved a gloomy and vile bus- 
to indigence and want. Their very , band to her; for no other cause, 
fears that you tct// resume , point \ than because she had laid him 
oat to you the necessity of resu- under obligations which his pride 



ming upon the treatment you meet 
with. 

I own, that (at first reading) I 



would not permit him to own. — 
Nor would the unprincely wretch 
marry her till he was in possession 



was much affected with yourjof the crown, that he might not 
mother's letter sent with the pat- be supposed to owe it to her claim, 
terns. A strange measure however • Ypu have chidden me, and again 
from a mother! for she did not in-' will, I doubt not, for the liberties 
tend to insult you; and I cannot I take yvith some of your relations, 
but lament that so sensible and so 'But, my dear, need I tell you^ 
fine a woman should stoop to so that pride in ourselves must, and 
much art as that letter is written for ever will, provoke contempt, 
with: and which also appears in and bring down upon us abase- 
some of the conversations you have ment from others f — Have we not, 
given me an account of. See you in the case of a celebrated bard, 
not in her passiveness what observed, that those who aim at 
boisterous spirits can obtain from more than their due , will be re- 
gentler, merely by teasing and fused the honours they may justly 
iilruature? • claim? — I am very loth to offend 

I know the pride they have al- you; yet I cannot help speaking 
ways taken in calling you an Har- of your relations, as well as of 
lowe — Cldrissa Harlome\ soj //ir-j others, a$ 1 think they deser"* 
mal and so set^ at every word,fP/*atse orctZ-spraiseistherewar 
when they are grave or proudly « Henry vii. 

ClarUt; U 15 
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^iniBhment which the world con- from kindred to kindred: frat sncli 
|er8 or inflicts on ment or demerit \ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
nndj for my part, I neither cah whole fandily of the HerveysYmder 
nor will confound them in the ap- obligation to the ungeneroos 
j^ieation. I despise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
ydUr mother: indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss DolIyHervev 
for her^^'but I will spare the good has privately complained) witii 
lady for 7>iour sake — aiid one ar- ! the le:»s ceremony ever since, 
gnment, indeed, 1 think inay bej Must I, my aear, call ancb a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your hrotherf — I believe 
sent contention'^ she who has for I musit — because heisycrQr/a<^^*« 
80 many years , and with such ab- ' son. There is no harm , I hope ^ in 
solute resignation, borne what saying that. 
she has borne, to the sacrifice of i J am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. Jtwaa taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self sigufficance: 
to ^ve up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this fsoric'in- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owin^ — God forgive me ; but might have been assured he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! But such a pretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana«F 
step which would not be wondered Jjovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty-tempered : put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe , would be inexcu- when he had pulled it out by ac- 
•able in such a considerate pierson cidcnt! — These in-door inso- 
as you. ; lents , who , turning' themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in against her judgment, I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprisea , that your ally cravens among meik- jYere 
aunt Hervey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, and 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into thnigs which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of me behind my back, or that (as 
,Mff. Uervey*s indifiereut conduct by your account) he has said of 
iu his affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
Inrother has paid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one pai*t of his me a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mmd, and wnte it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as Be is not tny brother. Can you 
Is has ample feeurityiAhis hunos) say » he w j/oursf — So , for your 
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life J if you are just^ you can't be 
ansry with me: for would you side 
witn a false brother against a true 
friend f A brother may not be a 
friend: but a friend will be al- 
ways a brother — mind that, as 
your uncle Tony says! 

I cannot descend so low, as, to 
ta^e very particular notice of the 
e^iistles of those poor souls, whom 
you call uncles. Yet I love to 
divert myself with such grotesque 
characters too. But 1 know them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
tlie jest of Uiem which their ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for* 
my freedoms with relations si ill I 
nearer and dearer to you, thau 
either uncles or brother or sister. | 
You had better have permitted me 
(uncorrected) to have taken my^ 
own way. Do n t those freedoms 
naturally arise from tlie subject 
before us? And fvum wkmn ai*iseji< 
that subject, I pray you? Cau 3 ou 
for one qu.irtei' of an iiour put^ 
yourself in my place, or in the 
place of Ihose who are still more, 
iadi^Tereut to the ease than I can ; 
be — if you c<m — but although I 
have you not often at advantage, 
1 wii 1 not push you. ^ 

Permit me, however, to sub-| 
join, that well may your faliier 
iove your mother, as you say he 
does. A wife who has no will but. 
his! but were there not, tliink 
you, some struggles between them 
at first, gout out of the question? - 
— Your mother, when a maiden,' 
had as j have heard (and it is very ' 
likely) a good share of those lively i 

' • Sae Letter uvlii. ^ 



spirits which she liked in your 
father. She has none of them now. 
Uow came they to be dissipated? 

— Ah ! my dear 1 — She has been 
too long resident in Trophoniu8*B 
cave , 1 doubt* 

Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle myself 
to your correction for all atonoe. 

— it is upon tiie conduct of those 
wives (for you and I know moxB 
than one such) who can suffer 
themselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own ¥rills, 
instead of beingfooledoutof thera 
bv acts of tcudeiness and 00m- 
plaisnnee. -* 1 wish, that it does 
not demonstrate too evidently, 
that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
control is 'a more efficacious sub< 
d jer tiiau kindness or concession. 
Upon my life, my dear, 1 have 
often thought that many of us are 
meie babies in matrimony: per- 
vei'iie fools, when too much in- 
dulgcd and humonrcd; creeping 
slaves, when treated harshly. But 
shall it bo said , that fear makes 
us more gentle obligers than lovef 
-T Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
any woman of sense should ffive 
occasion to have this said of her! 

Did 1 think you would have any 
manner of doubt, from the style 
or contents of this letter, whose 
saucy pf'n it is that has run on at 
this rate,. 1 would write ia\y name 
at length ; since it comes too mudi 
from my heart to disavow it: but 
at present the initials sliall serve; 
and 1 will go on i^ain directly. 

A. a 

« BpeeUiior, Vol. yiU.No.fit9, . 
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buniBhinent which the world con- from kindred to kindred: but such 
|bi*8 or inflicts on ment or demerit'^ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither cah whole fMiiiilyoftheHervey sunder 
Qior will confound them in tiie ap- obligation to the ungenerous 
plication. I despise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
y6Ur mother: indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Henrey 
for her^^but 1 will spare the good has privately complained) with 
lady for ^jonr sake — arid one ar- 1 the less ceremony ever since, 
gument, indeed, 1 think tnay be| Must I, my aear, call such a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your brother^ — I believe 
sent contention'^ she who has for I mui^t — because he is jaai father's 
so many years , and with such ab- ' son. There is no harm y I hope ^ in 
solute resignation, boi^e what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice ofj J am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. It waa taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of nim: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self siguificanee: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is oric'in- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owing — God forgive me ; but might have been assured he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! But such a pretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana^ 
step which would not be wondered Lovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty-tempered : put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe, would beinexcu- when he had pulled it out by ac- 
sable in such a considerate person cident! — Tliese jn-door inso- 
as you. ; lents , who , turning! themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, friglrten women, 
drawn in against her judgment j I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprised, that your ally cravens among meik jW^ere 
aunt Heryey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, i^id 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into things which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of me behind my back, or that (as 
Mr. Uervey*s indifiereut conduct by your account) he has said of 
iu his affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that ^our self to ask him two or three ques- 
brother has paid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one pai't of his tne a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and token it speak my mmd, and write it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as Be is not my brother. Can yon 
h« has ample security iuhishnnos) say, heUyourst — So, for your 
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iife, if you are just, you can't be 
ansry with me: for would you side 
wito a false brother against a true 
frtendf A brother may not be a 
friend: but a friend will be al- 
ways a brother — mind that, as 
your uncle Tony says! 

I cannot descend so low, as to 
tai^e very particular notice of the 



spiritfi which she liked in yoQf 
father. She has none of them now. 
Uow came they to be dissipated? 
— Ah ! my dear I — She has been 
too long resident in Trophonia8*B 
cave, 1 doubt* 

Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle myself 
to your correction for all atonoe. 



pistles of tliose poor souls, whom — It is upon tJie conduct of those 
ou call uncles. Yet I love to wives (for you and I know more 



divert my self with such grotesque than one such) who can suffer 



characters too. But 1 liuow them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
the jest of tliem which their ab- 
surdities call for. 
You chide me, my dear* for 



tbemselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own wills, 
instead of beingfooled out of them 
by acts of tcndeiness and com- 
plaisnnee. — I wish, that it does 



my freedoms with relations still I not demonstrate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you, than that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | control is*a more efficacious sub* 
You had better have permitted me d jer tiian kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my | Upon my life, my dear, I have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from the subject j mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And hwm wkam aLrinQsvene fools, when too much in« 
that subject, I pray you ? Cau 3 oudulgcd and humoared; creeping 
for one qu.irtei' of an hour put slaves, when treated harshly. But 
yourself in my place, or in ihe shall it be said, that fear makes 
place of those who are still moreus more gentle obligers than /^vef 
iadifferent to the case than I can;— r Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — if you <;<m — but although 1 gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at advantage, any woman of sense should give 
1 will not push you. i occasion to have this said of her! 

Permit me, however, to sub- 1 Did 1 think you would have any 
join, that well may your father mannrr of doubt, from the style 
love your utother, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
doesi A wife who has no will but . saucy pon it is that has run on at 
his! but were there not, think this rate ^ 1 would write my name 
you, some struggles between them at length; since it comes too much 
at first, gout out of the question? jtrom my heart to disavow it; but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials shall serve; 
had as X have heard (and it is very ' and 1 will go on f^oin direcUy. 
likely^ ^^ good share of those lively I A. H, 

• Sse Letter uvUi. ' « S|»ecmor, Vol. VIIL Ho. fi», . 
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poniBliment which the world con- from kindred to kindred : bat sucfa 
|»8 or inflicts on ment or demerit'^ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither cah whole fandilyoftheHervey sunder 
aiDr will confound them in the ap- obligation to the ungenerous 
pUcation. I despise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
j6\Xt mother : indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Hervey 
for heri*-'but 1 will spare the good has privately complained) with 
lady for ^ur sake — arid one ar- ! the less ceremony ever since, 
gument, indeed, 1 think may bej Must I, my aeafy call such a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your brother^ — I believe 
sent contention*^ she who has for Imus»t — becaitoe heisjaaT fatlier*s 
so many years , and with such ab- ' .wn. There is no harm , I hope » in 
solute resignation, boi*ne what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice oft i am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. Jtwa» taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self significance: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is origin- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owinff — God forgive me ; but might have been assured he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! Butsuchapretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana^ 
step which would not be wondered Lovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty-tempercfl i put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe, would beinexcu- when he had pulled it out by ac- 
sable in such a considerate pierson cidciit! — These in-door inso- 
as you. I lents , who , turning' themselves 

After your mother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in agaiiist her judgment^ I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprised , that your ally cravens among meik 3Vere 
aunt Hervey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, i^id 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into things which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of ine behind my back, or that (as 
.Mr. Hervey's indifferent conduct by your account) he has said of 
in his affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
brother has paid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one part of his me a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mind, and write it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as He is not my brother. Can you 
h« has ample security iuhishftnds) say, he U yours f ^ Qo ^ for your 
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iife, ifyou are just, you can't be spiritfi which she liked in yoQf 
ansry with me : for would you side father. She has none of them now. 
wito a false brother against a Uu^ Uow came they to be dissipated? 
fn'endf A brother may not be a — Ah! my dear! — She has been 
friend: but a friend will be al- too long resident in Trophonios's 
ways a brother — mnd thaty as cave, 1 doubt* 



your uncle Tony says! 

I cannot descend so low, as, to 
ta|^e very particular notice of the 
epistles of those poor souls, whom 
you call uncles. Yet I love to 
divert myself with such grotesque 
characters too. But 1 know them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
tlie jest of tliem which their ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for 



Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle myself 
to your correction for all atonoe. 
— It is upon the conduct of those 
wives (for you and I know more 
than one such) who can suffer 
tbemselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own wills, 
instead of beingfooledout of them 
by acts of tcndeiiiess and com- 
plaismiee. -^ I wish, that it does 



my freedoms with relations si ill I not demonsti^ate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you, than I that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | control is 'a more efficacious sub* 
You had better have permitted me d ler tiian kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my j Upon my life, my dear, 1 have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from tlie subject mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And from wlmmnx'i^ii^xeK&Q fools, when too much in* 
that subject, I pray you? Can you dulged and humoarcd; creeping 
for one qu.uMei* of an hour put slaves, when treated harshly. But 
jourself in my place, or in ihe shall it bo said, that fear makes 
place of those wlio are still moreus more gentle obligers than /ov^f 
iadififerent to the case than I can,— r Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — ifyou can — but although T gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at advantage, any woman of sense should give 
1 will not push you. ^ occasion to have this said of her! 

Permit me, however, to sub- { Did 1 think you would have any 
join, that well may your father manner of doubt, from the style 
love your umther, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
doesi A wife who has no will but , saucy pon it is that has run on at 
his! but were there not, tliink this rate ,.] would write my name 
yoo, some struggles between them at length ; since it comes too mucdi 
at first, gout out of the question? |trom my heart to disavow it; but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials shall serve; 
had as \ have heard (and it is very ' and 1 will go on i^oin directly, 
likely) a good share of those lively] A. n,( 
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pimisliment which the world con- from kindred to kindred : bat such 
|er8 or inflicts on mentoydemerit\ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither cah whole fHiriily of the Hervey sunder 
aiDr will confound them in the ap- obligation to the ungenerous 
plication. I despise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
y6iir mother: indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Hervev 
for her^^'but 1 will spare the good has privately complained) witn 
lady for ^ur sake — aiid one ar- ! the less ceremony ever since, 
gument, indeed, 1 think may be| Must I, my dfeary call such a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your hrothetjf — I believe 
sent contention'^ she who has for Imus»t ~ because heiBjaaT father's 
so many years, and with such ab-'.«rm. There is no harm , I hope ^ in 
solute resignation, boi^ne what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice of j 1 am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. Jtwa» taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self significance: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is origin- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owing — God forgive me ; out might have been assured he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! But such a pretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana« 
step which would not be wondered Lovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty-tempercfl i put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe , would be inexcu- wlieu he had pulled it out by ac- 
sable in such a considerate pierson cidcnt! — Tliese in-door inso* 
as you. I lents , who , turning' themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in agaiiist her judgment ^ I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprised , that your ally cravens among mem* ^Vere 
aunt Ueryey should go along with he to come fairly cross me , i^id 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into things which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of me behind my back, or that (as 
Mr. Hervey's indifferent conduct by your account) he has said of 
in his affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
tHTOther has paid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one part of his me a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mmd, and torite it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as He is not my brother. Can you 
h« has ample security iuhishftnds) sayt heUyoursf^Soj for your 
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life, if you are just, you cao^t be 
ansry with me: for would you side 
with a false brother agaiust a true, 
friend f A brother may not be a 
friend: but a friend will be al- 
ways a brother — mind that, as 
your uncle Tony says ! 

I cannot descend so low, as to 
ta^e very particular notice of the 
epiistles of those poor souls, whom 
you call uncles. Yet I love to 
divert myself with such grotesque 
chai'acters too. But I know them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
tlie jest of ilxem which theii* ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for. 



spirit? which she liked in yoQf 
father. She has none of them now. 
Uow came they to be dissipated? 

— Ah! my dear! — She has been 
too long resident in Trophonia8*B 
cave, 1 doubt* 

Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle myself 
to your correction for all atonoe. 

— It is upon the conduct of those 
wives (for you and I know more 
than one such) who can sa£fer 
tbemselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own wills, 
instead of beingfooled out of them 
by acts of tcndeiness and com* 
plais<inee. — I wish, that it does 



my freedoms with relations siilijnot demonstrate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you, than that) wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | control is«a more efficacious sub* 
You had better have permitted me d ler tiiau kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my, Upon my life, my dear, 1 have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from tlie subject j mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And fwrn wknm sw'ums'vei'se fools, when too much in* 
that subject, I pray you? (Jau you dulged and humoared ; creeping 
for one quartei* of an hour put^slaves, when treated harshly. But 
yourself in my place, or in the shall it be said, that fear makes 
plsx^ of those who are still more, us more gentle obligers than lovet 
indifferent to the case than I can;-? Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — if you eon — but although T gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at ad vantage, any woman of sense should give 
1 will not push you. i occasion to have this said of her! 

Permit me, however, to sub- 1 Did 1 think you would have any 
join, that well may your father manner of doubt, from the style 
love your utotlier, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
doesi A wife who has no will but . saucy p^n it is that has run on at 
his! but were there not, think this rate,. ] would write my name 
yoo, some struggles between them at length; since it comes too mucdi 
at first, gout out of the question?' from my heart to disavow it; but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials shall serve f 
had as j have heard (and it is very ' and 1 will go on i^oin direcUy. 
likely) a good share of those lively] A. Hf 
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^oniBhinent which the world con- from kindred to kindred: bat sucfa 
|er8 or inflicts on merit or demerit] a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither cah whole family oftheHervey sunder 
aiDr will confound them in the ap- obligation to the ungeneroos 
plication. I despise. them all but lender, who has treated him , and 
y6Ur mother: indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Hervey 
for heri*-but 1 will spare the good has privately complained) with 
lady for ^ur sake — aiid one ar- '. the less ceremony ever since, 
gnment, indeed, 1 think may be! Must I, my aear, call such a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your hrothetjf — I believe 
sent contention*^ she who has for I muiit — becaiise he is yaaj father's 
80 many years, and with such ab- ' .«rm. There is no harm , I hope ^ in 
solute resignation, boi^ne what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice of i 1 am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. Jt waa taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self significance: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is origin- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owing — God forgive me ; but might have been assured he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! But such a pretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana«r 
step which would not be wondered Lovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty-tempered ! put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe, would be inexcu- when he had puUed it out by ac- 
sable in such a considerate pierson cideiit! — These jn-door inso- 
as you. I lents , who , turning themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in agaiiist her judgment^ I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprised , tliat your ally cravens among mevL ,Were 
aunt Ueryey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, and 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into things which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of me behind my back, or that (as 
Mr. Hervey's indifferent conduct by your account) he has said of 
in his affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
brother has paid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one part of his me a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee Was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mind, and toiite it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as He is not my brother. Can you 
Is has ample security iuhis hands) say , he i9 yoursf ^ So , for your 
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iife, ifyouare just, you can^t be spiritfi which she liked in yoqf 
ansry with me: for would you side father. She has none of them now. 
wito a false brother against a true Uow came they to be dissipated? 
friend f A brother may not be a — Ah! my dear! — She has been 
friend: but a friend will be al- too long resident in Trophonius'B 
ways a brother — fuind that, as cave, idoubf^ 
your uncle ^Ton// says! 

I cannot descend so low, as to 
ta^e very particular notice of the 
^(listles of those poor souls, whom 
you call uncles. Yet I love to 
divert my self with such grotesque 
characters too. But 1 know them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
the jest of iliem which theii* ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for. 



Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle mysetf 
to your correction for all atonoe. 
— It is upon tJie conduct of those 
wives (for you and I know more 
than one such) who can suffer 
themselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own wills, 
instead of beingfooled out of them 
by acts of tcnderaess and com* 
piaisnoice. — I wish^ that it does 



my freedoms with relations still! not demoust)*ate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you , thau that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | control is«a more efficacious sub* 
You had better have permitted me d ler than kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my|Upou wy hfe, my dear, 1 have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from tlie subject j mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And from wZi/'jt/i ai'iue^.ver^ie fools, when too much in« 
that subject, I pray you? Cau you dulgcd and humoured; creeping 
for one qu>'u*tei' oF an hour jjut^slaves, when treated harshly. But 
yourself in my place, or in the shall it bo said, that fear makes 
place of Ihose who are still more, us more gentle obligers than /ot^ef 
iadififerent to the case than I cait;— r Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — if you ewi — but although I gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at advantage, any woman of sense should give 
1 wi!l not push you. ^ occasion to have this said of her I 

Permit me, however, to sub- { Did 1 think you would have any 
join, tiiat well may your father maniirr of doubt, from the style 
love your uiotlier, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
doesi A wife who has no will but. saucy prn it is that has run on at 
liis! but were there not, tliink this rate ^ i would write my name 
yoo, some struggles between them at length; since it comes too much 
at first, gout out of the question?- from my heart to disavow it: but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials shall serve; 
had as X have heard (and it is very ' and 1 will go on f^oin direcUy. 
likely^ a good share of those lively 1 A. H,< 
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feiBbment which the world con- from kindred to kindred: bat such 
or inflicts on ment or demerit^ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither cah whole faxriily of the Hervey sunder 
aiDr will confound them in tJie ap- obligation to the ungenerous 
pUcation. I despise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
y^Mit mother: indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Hervey 
for heri*-but 1 will spare the good has privately complained) with 
lady for ^ur sake — arid one ar- 1 the less ceremony ever since, 
gument, indeed, 1 think may bej Must I, my aear, call such a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your hroiherjf — I believe 
sent contention*^ she who has for Imuiit — because heisy ma father's 
so many years , and with such ab- ' son. There is no harm y I hope » in 
solute resignation, boi^ne what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice of j i am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will , may think it an wrote at all to him. Jt was taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self significance: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is origin- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owing — God forgive me ; out might have been assured he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! But such a pretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana« 
step which would not bewondered fjovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty- tempered \ put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe, would beinexcu- when he had puUed it out by ac- 
sable in such a considerate person cident! — Tliese jn-door inso- 
as you. I lents , who , turning' themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in agaiiist her judgment^ I children, and servants, are gen^- 
am the less surprised , tTiat your ally cravens among menr JWere 
aunt Ueryey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, i^id 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into things which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of ine behind my back, or that (as 
Mr. Hervey's indifferent conduct by your account) he has said of 
in bis affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
brother has pMd off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one part of his me a challenge likewise. ^ 

estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mmd, and write it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as He is not my brother. Can you 
h« has ample security inhis hftnds) say f he U yours f ^ So , for your 
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tilt), if you are just, you can't be 
angry with me: for would you side 
with a false brother against a trup 
friend f A brother may not be a 
friend: but a friend will be al- 
ways a brother — imnd thaty as 
your uncle Tony says ! 
; I cannot descend so low, as. to 
ta^e very particular notice of the 
epistles of those poor souls, whom 
you call uncles. Yet I love to 
divert myself with such grotesque 
characters too. But 1 know them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
tlie jest of iliem which theii* ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for, 



spirit? which she liked in your 
father. She has none of them now. 
Uow came they to be dissipated? 

— Ah! my dear! — She has bdea 
too long resident in TrophoBiii8*B 
cave, 1 doubt* 

Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle myself 
to your correction for all atonoe. 

— It is upon tJie conduct of those 
wives (for you and I know more 
than one such) who can sa£fer 
themselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own wills, 
instead of beingfooledout of them 
by acts of tcudeiness and Com* 
piaisniiee. — I wish, that it does 

my freedoms with relations still! not deinoust)*ate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you , than that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | coutrol is 'a more efficacious sub* 
You had better have])orraittedme d xer tiiau kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my | Upon my life, my dear, I have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from tlie subject mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And frum whom oi-'inQsvei'siG fools, when too much in* 
that subject, I pray you? C^A you dulged and humoarcd; creeping 
for one qu^irtei* of an hour put ^slaves, when treated harshly. But 
yourself in my place, or in the shall it bo said, that fear makes 
place of I hose who are still moreus more gentle obligers than /ovef 
iadi^Terent to the case than 1 cau;-r Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — if you can — but although 1 gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at ad vantage, any woman of sense should give 
1 wi!l not pu;sh you. ^ occasion to have this said of her! 

Permit me, however, to sub- 1 Did 1 think you would have any 
join, that well may your father manner of doubt, from the style 
love your uiotlier, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
does^ A wife who has no will but saucy pon it is that has run on at 
liis! but were there not, think this rate,. ] would write my name 
yoo, some struggles betweeu them at length ; since it comes too mncAk 
at first, gout out of the question? jirom my heart to disavow it; but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials shall serve f 
had as X have heard (and it is very ' and 1 will go on i^oin directly, 
likely.) a good share of those lively] A. llf 
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paniBhinent which the world con- from kindred to kindred : bat such 
^jBTB or inflicts on me} it or demerit^ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither cah wht)1efMXDil7 of the Hervey sunder 
aiDr will confound them in the ap- obligation to the ungenerous 
pUcation. I despise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
y6Ur mother: indeed I do : and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Hervev 
for heri*-'but 1 will spare the good has privately complained) witn 
lady for ^ur sake — arid one ar- ! the less ceremony ever since, 
gmnent, indeed, 1 think tnay bej Must I, my aear, call such a 
pleaded in her favour, in the pre- creature your brother^ — I believe 
sent contention'^ she who has for I must — because heia jaav father's 
80 many years , and with such ab- ' aon. There is no harm y I hope » in 
solute resignation, boi^ne what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice of i i am concerned, that yon ever 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. Jtwa» taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self significance: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is origin- with insolence.— A call which you 
ally owing — God forgive me ; out might have been assured he would 
wiUi such usage I should have not fail to answer, 
been with Lovelace before now! Butsuchapretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana« 
step which would not be wondered Lovelace, who had taught him to 
at from such an hasty-tempered : put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe , would be inexcu- when he had puUed it out by ac- 
sable in such & considerate pierson cident! — Tliese Jn-door inso< 
as you. i lents , who , turning^ themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in agaiiist her judgment^ I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprised , that your ally cravens among mem* ^^ere 
aunt Heryey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, and 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into thnigs which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of me behind my back, or that (as 
Mr. Hervey*s indijOTereut conduct by your account) he has said of 
in bis affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is only, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
brother has p£iid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one part of his me a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mind, and write it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as He is not my brother. Cui you 
Is has ample «ecuril;y inhis hftnds) say f he U yours? ^ So i for your 
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ii^e, if you are just, you can^t be 
ansry with me: for would you side 
wito a false brother agaiust a true 
friend f A brother may not be a 
friend: but a friend will be al- 
ways a brother — mind ihaty as 
your uncle Tony savsl 

I cannot desceDQ so low, as to 
ta|;e very particular notice of the 
epistles of those poor souls, whom 
you call uncles. Yet I love to 
divert myself with such grotesque 
characters too. But I know them 
aud love you\ and so cannot make 
tlie jest of iliem which their ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for 



spirits which she liked in yoiif 
father. She has none of them now. 
Uow came they to be dissipated? 

— Ah! my dear! ~ She has been 
too long resident in Trophonius'B 
cave, 1 doubt* 

Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle myself 
to your correction for all atonoe. 

— It is upon tJie conduct of those 
wives (for you and I know more 
than one such) who can suflfer 
themselves to be out- blustered and 
out 'gloomed of their own wilk, 
instead of beingfooledout of them 
by acts of tenderness and com* 
piaisfuice. -^ I wish, that it does 



my freedoms with relations still I not demousti*ate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you, than that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | control Is 'a more efhcacious sub- 
You had better bave)>ormittedme d jer tiian kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my,lJpou my life, my dejir, 1 have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from the subject j mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And frum wknm^x'x^as^xex&Q fools, when too much in* 
that subject, I pray you ? Cau 3 on dulgcd and humoarcd; creeping 
for one qu.irter of an hour put -slaves, when treated harshly. But 
yourself in my place, or iu ihe shall it be said, that fear makes 
place of Ihose who are still more, us more gentle obligers than /ot^ef 
iadifferent to the case than 1 can ;-r Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — if you c42n. — but although 1 gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at ad vaut age, any woman of sense should give 
1 wi!l not push you. ^ occasion to have this said of her! 

Permit me, however, to sub- { Did 1 think you would have any 
join, that well may your father manner of doubt, from the style 
love your uiotlier, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
doe& A wife who has no will but. saucy yion it is that has run on at 
his! but were there not, think this rate ,.] would write my name 
yoo, some struggles between them at length; since it comes too mucd) 
at first, gout out of the question? jirom my heart to disavow it; but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials shall serve) 
had as j have heard (and it is very ' and 1 will go on again direcUy. . 
likely.) a good share of those lively] A. Ilf 

• Sae Letter uvlii. ^ n SpecMlor, Vol. VIU. llo, fiW, . 
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pnnidiment which the wmld eon- from kindred to kindred : bat such 
lean or inflicts on ment or demerit \ a one, it is plain, as has laid the 
and, for my part, I neither can whole familj of the Herveysnnder 
aor wiU confound them in the ap- obligation to the ungenerous 
plication. Idesnise them all but lender, who has treated him, and 
ydhr mother: indeed I do: and as his aunt too (as Miss Dolly Herrev 
for her^'bnt 1 will spare the good has privately complained) with 
hsdy for ^nr sake — and one ar- the le^s ceremony ever since, 
gument, indeed, 1 think may be- Must I, my dear, call such a 
pleaded in her ^our, in the pre- creature Your hrotherjf — I belieye 
sent contention'^— she who has for I must ~ because heisjaatfaihery 
so many years , and with such ab- ' son. There is no harm y I hope » in 
solute resignation, borne what saying that, 
she has borne, to the sacrifice of: J am concerned, that yon erer 
her own will, may think it an wrote at all to him. It was taking 
easier task than another person too much notice of him: it was 
can imagine it, for her daughter adding to his self sigm'ficance: 
to give up hers. But to think to and a call upon him to treat you 
whose instigation all this is ori^n- with insolence. — A call which you 
ally owing — God forgiye me : but might have been ass«ired he would 
with such usage I should have not fail to answer. 
been with Lovelace before now! But such a pretty master as this 
Yet remember, my dear, that the to run riot against such amana^ 
step which would not be wondered Ijovelace, who had taught him to 
at from snch an hasty-tempercfl put his sword into his scabbard, 
creature as roe , would be inexcu- when he had puUed it out by ac- 
sable in such a considerate person cident! — These Jn-door inso- 
as you. lents, who, turning' themselves 

Afteryourmother has been thus into bugbears, frighten women, 
drawn in agaiust her judgment, I children, and servants, are gener- 
am the less surprised , that your ally cravens among menr jYere 
aunt Hervey should go along with he to come fairly cross me, i^id 
her; since the two sisters never say to my face some of the free 
separate. I have enquired into things which I am told he has said 
the nature of the obligation which of me behind my back, or that (as 
. Mr. Uervey*s indijOTereut conduct by your account) he has said of 
in his affairs has laid him under — our sex, I would take upon my- 
it is onlv, it seems, that your self to ask him two or three ques- 
brother has paid off for him a tions; although he were to send 
mortgage upon one part of his tne a challenge likewise, 
estate, which the mortgagee was I repeat, you know that I will 
about to foreclose; and taken it speak my mmd, and write it too. 
upon himself. A small favour (as He is not my brother. Can you 
hk has ample security iuhis h^ds) say , he i9 yours f — > So , for your 
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iife, if you are just, you cau*t be 
angry with me: for would you side 
wito a false brother agaiust a Unie 
friend f A brother may not be a 
friend: but a friend will be al- 
ways a brother — nuntl that, as 
your uncle Tony savs! 
I cannot descend so low, as, to 



spirits which she liked in your 
father. She has none of them now. 
Uow came they to be dissipated? 
— Ah! my dear! — She has been 
too long resident in Trophonia8*B 
cave, 1 doubt* 

Let me add one reflection upon 
this subject, and so entitle mysetf 



tai^e very particular notice of the to your correction for all atonoe. 
epistles of those poor souls, whom — It is upon the conduct of those 
you call uncles. Yet I love to wives (for you and I know more 
divert myself with such grotesque than one such) who can suffer 



characters too. But I know them 
aud love you; and so cannot make 
the jest of iliem which their ab- 
surdities call for. 

You chide me, my dear* for. 



tbemselves to be out- blustered and 
out -gloomed of their own wilk, 
instead of beingfooled out of them 
by acts of tcndeiiiess and oom- 
plaisnnee. -^ I wish, that it does 



my freedoms with relations still! not demonstrate too evidently, 
nearer and dearer to you, than' that, wi h some of the sex, insolent 
either uncles or brother or sister. | control is 'a more efficacious sub« 
You had better have permitted me d xer tiiau kindness or concession, 
(uncorrected) to have taken my, Upon niy life, my dear, I have 
own way. Do n t those freedoms often thought that many of us are 
naturally arise from tlie subject j mere babies in matrimony: per- 
before us? And from wkom aLr'iaanx'ei'ie fools, when too much in* 
that subject, I pray you? (Jau you dulged and humoarcd; creeping 
for one qu.'irtcj,' of an hour put ^-slaves, when treated harshly. But 
yourself in my place, or iu the shall it be said, that fear makes 
place of those who are still morous more gentle obligers than /ot^ef 
indifferent to the case than 1 caui-r Forbid it, honour! forbid it, 
be — if you ewi — but although 1 gratitude! forbid it, justice! that 
have you not often at advantage, any woman of sense should give 
1 will not push you. ^ occasion to have this said of her! 

Permit me, however, to sub- { Did 1 think you would have any 
join, tliat well may your father manner of doubt, from the style 
love your niotlier, as you say he or contents of this letter, whose 
doe& A wife who has no will but. saucy pen it is that has run on at 
his! but were there not, think this rate ,. 1 would write my name 
you, some struggles between them at length; since it comes too mucdi 
at first, gout out of the question? |iromi my heart to disavow it: but 
— Your mother, when a maiden, ' at present the initials sliall f"*-"* • 
had as j have heard (and it is very and 1 will go on f^oin dir 
likely) a good share of those lively j 

• Sae Letter uvUi. ' n SpeeMlor, Vol. VIU« . 
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Lorelaee tras yeiylliappyy as be 
T .BTTBn TT.yiTf- undentood, in the esteem of the 

IfiM Hinre to MIm CI»ii«H»hme. If^ics; Mid smiling, to make them 

belieTe he did not thmk amiss of 

Tbmndtjmmn. (10 o*eioek) iiarA2t. it, that he poshedhbgood fortone 

I WILL postpone, or perhaps as far as it would go. 
pass hj, several observations Well pat,Mr. Hickman! thought 
wfaieh I had to make on other parts I; equally grave and sage — thoa 
of your letters ; to aeqnaiutyou, seemest not to be a stranger to 
that Mr. Hickman, when in Lon- their dialect, as I suppose this is. 
don, found -an opportunitv to in- But Isaidnothmg; fori have often 
aoire after Mr. Lovelace s town tried to find out thb mighty sober 
life and conversation. manofmymotiier^s; but hitherto 

At the Cocoa- tree, in Pall-mall, have only to say, that Jie is either 
he fell in with two of his intimates, very moral or very cunnine. 
the one named Bel ton, the other No doubt of it, replied one of 
Mowbray; both very free of them ; and out c;iine au oath , with 
speech, and probably as free in awhowouldnotV — Tbathedidas 
tneir lives: but the waiters paid every young fellow would do. 
them great respect, and on Mr. Very true! said my mother*s 
Hickman*s inquiry after their puritau — butl hear he bin treaty 
characters, called them men of with a fine lady — 
fortune and honour. j So he was, Mr. Bclton said — 

The^be^antotalkofMr.Love- the devil fetch her! [vile brute!] 
lace 01 theirown accord; and upon for she engrossed all his time — 
somegentlemeu in theroom asking but that the lady's family oa^ht to 
when they expected him in town, be — something — [Mr. Hickman 
answerea, that very day. Mr. desired to be excused repeating 
Hickman (as they both went on, what — though he had repeated 
praising Lovelace) said , he had , what was worse] and might dearlj 
indeed neard that Mr. Lovelace repent their usage of a man of his 
was a very fine gentleman — and family and merit, 
was proceeding, when one of them! Perhaps they may think him 
interrupting him, said — Only, sir, . too wild , cried Hickman : and 
the fitiest gentleman in the world ; their's is , I hear, a very sober fa- 
that*sall. imily — 

And he then led them on to ex- < ^ober; said one of them : a good 
patiato more particularly* on his honest word, Dick! — Where the 
goalities , which they were very . devil has it lain all this time? — 
fond of aoing: but said not one D— me ifl have heard of it in this 
single word in behalf of bis morals sense ever since I was at college! 
— mmd that also in your uncle's , And then we bandied it about 
•Me. ' among twenty of us an an obsolete. 

mi, Hiekmaa said, that Mr.| These, my dear, are Mr. Love- 
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lace*8^ compaiiious: youUl be 
pleased to take notice of that ! 

Mr. Hickman said, this put him 
out of countenance. 

I stared at him, and with such a 
meaning in my eyes as he knew 
how to take ; and so he was out of 
countenance again. 

Don*t you remember, my dear, 
who it was that told a young gen- 
tleman designed for the gown, 
who owned that he was apt to be 
too easily put out of countenance 
when he caitie into free company ; 
^'That it was a bad sign; that it 
looked as if his morals were not 
proof; but that his good disposi- 
tion seemed rather the effect of 
accident and education, than of 
such a choice aswasfounaed upon 
principle?" And don't you know 
the lesson the very same young 
lady gave bim, *^ To endeavour to 
stem and discountenance vice, 
and to glory in being an advocate 
in all companies for virtue;** par- 
ticularly observing, " That it was 
natural for a man to shun . or to 
give up, what he was asnamed 
of! " Which she should be soiTy 
to think his case on this occasion : 
adding, *Hhat vice was a coward, 
and would hide its head when op • 
posed by such a virtue as had pre- 
sence of mind, and a full prrsuasion 
of its own rectitude to support it." 
The lady, you may remember, 
modestly put her doctrine into the 
mouth of a worthy preacher, Dr. 
Lewen, as she uses to do when she 
has a mind not to be thought to be 
vhat she is at so early an agje : and 
that it may give more weignt to 
any thing she hit upouy (hat might 



appear tolerable, was her modest 
manner of speech. 

Mr. Hickman, upon the whole, 
professed to me , upon his second 
recover yy that he had no reason to 
think well of Mr. Lovelace*s mo- 
rals, from what he heard of him in 
town: yet his two intimates talked 
of his being more regular than ho 
used to be: that he had madeavery 
good resolution , that of old Tom 
Wharton was the expression, that 
he would never gioe a challenge 
nor refuse one; which they praised 
in him highly: that, in short, he 
was a very brave fellow, and the 
most agreeable companion in thQ 
world: and would one day make a 
great figure in his country: since 
there was nothing he was not 
capable of — 

1 am afraid that this last ass^ 
tion is too true. And this, my 
dear, is all that Mr. Hickman could 
pick up about him : and is it not. 
enough to determine such a mind 
as yours, if not already deter- 
mined? 

Yet it must be said too, that if 
there be awomanln the world tkat 
can reclaim him , it is you. Andf 
by your account of his behayiour 
in the interview between you, I 
own I have some hope of him. At 
least, this I will say , that all the 
arguments he then used with you, * 
seem to \ie just and right, audit, 
you are to be his—: but no more of 
that: he cannot, after all, deserve ^ 
you. 
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LSTTEB XLIX. 
Hlfi Howe to Mias Clmrlssa Harlowe. 

Thursday afternoon, March 23. 



favour of a man despised hy evetj 
body. 

He ^ve me fresh instances of 
indignities east upon himself by 
your uncles and brother ; and de- 
Anunexspected visitor has turned clared , that if you 8ufltei*ed your- 
the course of my thoughts, and self to be forcea into the arms of 
changed the subject I hatiinteuded, the man for whose sake he waff 
to pursue. Theonlyoneforwhom loaded with undeserved abuses, 
I would have dispensed T^ith my | you should be one of the youngest, 
resolution not to see any body aft as you would be one of the love- 

IS^st widows in England :'and that 
he itould moreover c^U yout bro- 
ther to' account for the liberties he 
takes with his character to every 
one he meets with. 

He proposed several schemes, 
for you to choose some one of 
them, in order to enable you to 
avoid the persecutions you labour 
under. One 1 will mention: that 
you will resume your estate; and 
if you find difficulties that can be 
no otherwise surmounted, that you 
will, either avowedly or privately, 
as he had proposed to you, accept 
of Lady Betty Lawrance's or Lord 
M.'s assistance to instate yon in it. 
He declared, that if you' did, he 
would leaveyou absolutely toyour 
own pleasure afterwards, and to 
the advice which your cousin 
Morden on his arrival should give 
you, whether to encourage his ad- 
dress or not, as you should bi3 con- 
vinced of the sincerity of the re- 
formation which his enemies make 
him so much want. 

I had now a good opportunity 
to sound him , as you wished Mr. 



thededicatedday: a visitor, whom, 
according to Mr. Hickman's re- 
port from the expectations of his 
libertine friends, I supposed to be 
in town. — Now, my dear, have I 
saved myself the trouble of telling 
you, that it was your too agreeable 
rake. Our sex is said to love to 
trade in surprises : yet have I , by 
my promptitude, surprised myself 
out of mine. I had intended, you 
must know, to run twice the length, 
before I h^d suffered you so much 
as to guess who, and whether man 
or woman, my visitor was:^but 
since you have the discovery at so 
cheap a rate, you are welcome 
to it 

The end of his coming was to 
engage my interest with my charm- 
ina fnend; and as he was sure that 
I knew all your mind, to acquaint 
him what he had to trust to. 

He mentioned what had passed 
in. the interview between you : but 
could not be satisfied with the re- 
sult of it, and with the little satis- 
faction he had obtained from you ; 
the malice of your family to him 

increasing, and their cruelty to ' Hickman would Lord M. as to the 
you not abating. His heart, he j contiiiued or diminished favourer 
told me, was in tumults, for tear the ladies, and of his lordship, 
you should be prevailed upon in towards you, upon their being ac- 
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qnainted with the animosity of averse to that measure: thatyouir 
your relations to them , as well as chief reliances and. hopes wer^ 
to their kinsman. I laid hold of iipon your cousin Morden: and 
the opportunity, and he satisfied that to suspend or gain time till 
me, Dy reading some passages of he arrived, was, as I believed, 
a letter he had about him , from your principal aim. 
Ltord M. That an alliance with .I told him, that with regard to 
you, and that on the foot of your the mlschiefhe threatened, neither 
own single merit, would be the the act nor the menace could serve 
most desirable event to them that any turn but theirs who per- 
could happen: and so far to the secuted you; as it would ^ve 
purpose of your wished inquiry them a pretence for carrying into 
does his lordship go in this letter, effect their compulsory projects; 
that he assureshim, that whatever and that with thejapprooation of 
you suffer in fortune from the all the world; since he must not 
violence of your relations on his think the public would give its 
account , he and Lady Sarah and voice in favour of a violent young 
Lady Betty will join to make it up man, of no extraordinary charac- 
to him. And yet that the reputa- ter as to morals , who should seek 
tion of a family so splendid, would, to rob a family of eminence of a 
no doubt, in a case of such im- child so valuable; and who threa* 
portance to the honour of both, tened, if he could not obtain her 
make them prefer a general con- in preference to a man Chosen by 
sent. 'themselves,Jthat he wQul(} avenge 

I told him, as you yourself, I, himself upon them all by acts of 
knew, had done, that you were violence. . . .^ • . .-.- 
extremely averse to Mr. Solmes ; '• I added^ that he was very much 
and that, might you be left to mistaken, ifhethoughtrtointimi- 
your own choice , it would be the date you by such menaces : for 
single life. As to himself, I plainly that, though your disposition was 
said, that you had great and just all .sweetness, yet I knew not a 
objections to him on the score of steadier temper jn the world than 
his careless morals: that it was yours; nor one more inflexible (as 
surprising, that men who gave your friends had found, and would 
themselves the liberties he was still further find, if they continued 
said to take J should presume to to give occasion for its exertion) 
think, that whenever they took it when.everyou thought yourself in 
into their heads to maiiry, -the the right: and that you were un- 
meet virtuous and* worthy of their generously dealt with in matters 
sex were to fafl to their lot: that of too much moment to be indif- 
as to the resumption, it had been ferent about. Miss Clarissa Har- 
very strongly urged by myself, lowe, Mr. Lovelace, let me tell 
and would De still farther urged ; you , said I, timid as her foresight 
though you had been hitherto and prudence may make her i^^ 



232 THB HISTOBT OV 

some eases, where she apprehends you remain single, he will hear all 
dangers to those she loves, is the indignities that shall be cast 
above fear in points where her upon him by your family. Bat 
honour and the true dignity of her .'would you throw vourself , if you 
sex are concerned. — In short, sir, j were still further driven , into any 
you must not think to frighten o/A^ protection , ifnotLordM.*8, 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe into such a or that of the ladies of his family, 
mean or unworthy conduct as only j into my mother's*, suppose; or 
a weak or unsteady mind can be , would you go to London to pri- 
guilty of. vate lodgings, where he would 



He was so very far from intend- 



never visit you, unless he had 



ing to intimidate you, he said, your leave (and from whence you 
that he besought me not to men- 1 might make your own |tenns with 
tion one word to you of what had your relations) ; he would be en- 
passed between us J that what he, tirely satisfied; and would , as he 
had hinted at,^ which carried the j had said before, wait the effect of 
air of a menace , was owihg to the your cousin's arrival , and your 
fervor of his spirits, raised by his; free determination as to his own 
apprehensions of losing all hope fate. — Adding, that he knew the 
of you for ever: and on a supposi- family so well, and ho]|v much 
tion , that you were to be actually fixed they were upon their meas- 
forced into the arms of a man you ures, as well as the absolute de- 
hated : that were this to be the case, ' pendence the^ had upon your tern- 
he must own, that he should pay per and principles, that he could 
very little regard to the world , or ! not but apprehend the worst, while 
its censures: especially as the men- yovL remained in their power, and 
aces of some of your family now, I under the influence of their per- 
and their triumph over him after- suasion and menaces, 
wards, would both provoke and! ^® ^^ ^ great deal of other 
warrant all the vengeance he i discourse: but as the redting of 
could take. j the rest would be but a repetition 

He added, that all the countries ' of many of the things that passed 
in the world were alike to bim, ! between you and him in the intef- 
but on your account. So that 

whatever he should think fit to do, | * Perhaps it wUI be onneeessary to tv 

were you lost to him, he should ™*^<^ **»e '«*d^'» **ia* *"*»o««'> Mr. r^on- 
have nothing to apprehend from ^ gJJ'Vrfti'eid ffld'2.vi'A^"iS; 

the laws of this. to the protection of Mrs. Howe, tf farther 

I did not like the determined air ^rirw : yet he had artftilly taken care, 

he spoke this with ; he is certainly ' ^aLTyTnV on'^ fo^ taaiS.:^hf J^^SS; 

CapaDle or great rashness. against her, but to deprive her of Mra. 

He palUated a little this fierce- ^9^^^^ and of every other protection, 
naoa /.rVi^t^ u« i.i»« -.«« T ««.^i.» ' being from the tnt resolved to reduce 
ness (which by the way I warmly j^er & an abiolote dependenee upon liim. 
censured) by saying, that while leif. See Letter xzxL 
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view between you in the wood- 
honse, I refer myself to your me- 
mory on that ocoasion^. ^:' 

And DOW, my dear, upon the 
whole, I think it behoves you to 
make yourself independent: all 
then will fall right. Tfaid man is . 
a violent man. I should wish,' 
methinks^ that you should not 
have either>him or Solmes. You 
will find^ if vou get out of your 
brothers^ and sister's way, what 
you can or cannot do with regard 
to either. If your relations per- 
sist in their foolish scheme, I 
think I will take his hint, and, at a 
proper opportunity, sound my 
niouier. Meantime , let me have 
your clear opinion of the resump- 
tion«, which.I join with Lovelace 
in advising. You, can but see 
haw your demand will work. To 
demand is not to litigate. But be 
your resoli|tion what it will , do 
not by any means repeat to them, 
that.yott will not assert your right. 
If they go on to give you provoca- 
tion, you may have sufficient rea- 
son to change your mind : and let 
tbem expect that you will change 
it. They have not the generosity 
to treat you the better for dis- 
claiming the power they know 
you bave.^. Thai, I think, need 
not now be told you. I am , my 
dearest friend, and will be ever, 
Your most affectionataand 
faithful 

Anka Howe. 



:' *ii 



* See Letter zxxvi. 



iliir 



LETTER L. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

r 

Wedn. night, March-^.,. 

On the report made by my aunt 
and sister of my obsXinaaj , my as- 
sembled relations have taken an 
unanimous^ resolution (as Bett^ 
tells me it is) against me. This 
resolution you will find signified 
to me in the enclosed letter from 
my brother, just now brought me. 
Be pleased to return it when per- 
used. I may have occasion for 
it in the altercations between my 

MISS OLART, 

I AM commanded tolet you kiMwy . 
that my father and uncles having., 
heard your aunt Hervey^s account 
of all that has passed between her 
and you: having heard from your 
sister what sort of treatment she 
has had froim you: having recol- 
lected all that has passed between 
your mother and you: having 
weighed all your pleas and pror 
posals : baying takenin to considej- 
ation their engagements with Mr. 
Solmes; that gentleman^s pa^ 
tience, and great affection for 
you*, and the little opportunity 
you have given yourself to be, ac- 
quainted either with his merit or 
his proposals;: having considered 
two points more; to wit, the 
wounded authority of a father, 
and Mr. Solmes's. continual en- 
treaties (little as you. have de- 
served regard from him) that you 
may be freed from a confinement 
to which he is desirous to attri^ 
your perverseness to him \m 
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ne»s I should l\ave said , but let it pret>o88e88ion in favour of the mo- 
go] he being unable to account ral^ the virtuous^ Ihe pious hove- 
oinerwise for 80 strong a one, sup- lace [I would please jon if I 
posing 70a told truth to your could !] it will then be considered, 
mother when you asserted that whether to humour you, or to re- 
your heart was free; and which nounce'you for ever. 
Mr. Solmes is willing to believe, I It is hopetl, that as yon must go, 
though nobody else dpes A*- for all you will go cheerfully. Your 
these reasons , it is resolved , that uncle Antony will make every 
you shall go to your uncle Anto- ' thing at bis house agreeable. to 
ny*8: and you must ftcoordinffly you. But indeed he won't pfo- 
prcnpare yourself so to do. You mise, that he will not, at proper 
will have but sho^rt notice of the ! times; d#aw up the bridge, 
day, for obvious reasons. | Your Visitors, besides Mr. 

I will honestly tell you [the mo- Solmes, will be myself, if you per- 
tive for your gom^ : it is a double ; mit me that honour, Miss Clary; 
one ; first , that they may be sure vour sister, and, as you behave to 
that you shall not correspond with Mr. Solmes, your aunt Hervey and 
any body they do not like (for they your uncle Harlo we ; and yet the 
find from Mrs. Howe, that, by "two latter will hardly come 
some means or other, you do cor- 'neither, if they think it will be to 



respond with her daughter; and 
through her perhaps with some- 
body else): and next, that you 



hear your whining vocatives, 
Betty Barnes will be your atten- 
dant: and 1 must neeas tell you. 



may receive the visits of Mr. miss , that we none of us think the 
Solmes; which vou have thought ' worse of the faithful maid for your 
fit to refuse to do here; by which i dislike of her: although Hetty, 
means you have deprived yourself, who. woiild be glad to oblige you, 
of the opportunity of knowing laments it as a misfortune. 
whom s.na what you hsJve hitherto' Your answer is required, whe- 
refiised. t • jth^ryou cheerfully consent to 50? 

If after one fortnight's eoriver-j And your ijndulg^ent niother bids 
sation with Mr. Solmes , and after [me remind you from her, that a 
you have heaifd what your friends ^ fortni^rt's visits from Mr. Solm'es 
shall further urge in his behalf, ; are allthat is meant at ^sent. 
unhardened by clandestine cor- i I am',' a1s you shftll be pleased to 
respond ences, you shall convince deserve , 
them that VirgiFs amor omnibus \ Your's, &c. < 

idem (for the application of which I James Hablow^') Juv. 

I- refer you to the Ceorgic as- ^ i 

translated by Drjrden) is verified So here is the master- stroke of 
in you, as well as m the rest of the my brother's policy, callell upon 
animal Gteation; and that you to consent to go to my uncle An- 
cannot, or will -not, forego your toiiy's, avowedly to receive Bir. 
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Solmes's visits! — A chapel I — 
A moated house! — Depnved of 
the opportunity of corresponding 
with you! — or of any possibility 
of escape, should violence be used 
to compel me to be that odious 
man*8 ! * 

Late as It was when I received 
this insolent letter, I wrote an an- 
swer to it directly, that it might 
be ready foJt' the writer's time of 
ri sing, fenclose the rou^h draught 
of it. You will see by it now much 
his vile bint from the Georgic, 
and his riide one of my whining 
vocatives^ have set me up. Besides, 
as the command to set ready to go 
to my uncle's i^ in uie name of my 
father and uncles ^ it is but to shew 
a piece of the' a^t they accuse me 
of, to resent the vile hint I have 
so much reason to resent in order 
to palliate my refusal of preparing 
to g<9 to my uncle's ; which refusal 
would otherwise be interpreted an 
act of rebellion by my brother and 
sister: for it seems plain to, me, 
thai they will work out half their 
ends^ if they d(k not deprive me of my 
father's and uncle's favour y even 
although it w^r^ possible far me to 
comply with their o ton terms. 

You mi^ht have told me, brother^ 
in three Unes, what the determina- 
tion of my friends was ; only , that 
then you would not have bad room 
to display your pedantry by so de- 

• These rtolent measures , lind the ob- 
stlBAte perseycAraaoe of the whole femily 
in themf-wil^he the less ytroud^te^ at, 
when it fs considered, that all the time 
they were' hat 'is so niahy puppets danced 
upon Mr. Lovelaee^ wiMi, as he hOMts. 
lietter xxzl. 



testable an allttsion ov reference 
to the Gkorgic. Give me leav^ \6 
tell you, sir, thatif Aumam/^wete 
a branch of your studies at thf| 
university, it basnet found a 
ffemus in you for mastering it. 
Kor is either my sex or myself, 
though a sister, I see, entitled to 
the least decency from a brother, 
who has studied, as it seems, 
rather to cultivate the male- 
volence of his natural temper, 
than any tendency which one 
would have hoped his parei^tage, 
if not his education, might have 
given him to a tolerable polite- 
ness. 

• 

I doubt not, that you will take 
amiss my freedom: but as vou 
have deserved it from me, I shaU 
be less and less concerned on that 
score, as I see you are more and 
more intent to shew your wit at 
the expense of justice and com- 
passion. 

The time is indeed come that I 
can no longer bear those contempts* 
and reflections which a brother 
least of all men is entitled to give. 
And let me beg of you one favour, 
ofiicious sir; — it is this, that you 
will not ^ive yourself any concern 
about a husband for me, till I shall 
have the forwardness to propose a 
wife to you. Pardon me , sir; but 
I cannot hel|j thitilung, that could 
I have the art to- aet, my father of 
my side,. I shouldf have as much 
right to prescribe' for you as you 
have for me. 

As to the communication you 
make me, I must take upon me to 
say, that although I will receive, 
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as becomes me, any of my father's 
commands; yet, as this significa- 
tion is made by a brother, who 
has shown of late so much of an 
tmbrotberly animosity to me (for 
no reason in the world that I know 
of, but that he believes he has in 
me one sister too many for his in- 
terest) I think myself entitled to 
conclude, that such a letter as you 
have sent me is all your own — 
and of course to declare, that, 
while 1 80 think it, I will not will- 
ingly, nor even without violence, 
go to any place, avowedly to re- 
ceive Mr. Solmes*8 visits. 

I think myself so much entitled 
to resent your infamous hint , and 
this as well for the sake of my sex, 
as for my own , that I ought to de- 
clare, as I do, that I will not re- 
ceive any more of your letters, 
nnless commanded to do so by an 
authority I never will dispute, ex- 
cept in a case where I think my 
future as well as present happiness 
concerned— and were such a case 
to happen, I am sure my father's 
harshness will be less owing to 
himself than to you; and to the 
specious absurdities of your am- 
bitious and selfish schemes. •— 
Very true, sir I 

One word more, provoked as I 
am, I will;add: that had I been 
thought^ as really obs|tlnate and 

ferverse as of late I am said to be, 
should not have been so disgrace- 
fully treated as I-have been — lay 
your hand upon your heart, 
brother, an^ say, by whose in- 
stigations — and examine what I 
ve done to deserve to be made 



thus unhappy, and to be obliged 
to style myself 
j Your injured sister , 

Cl. Harlowe. 

When, my dear , you have read 
my answer to my brother's letter, 
tell me what you think of me^ — 
It shall go J 

LETTER U. 
Mls8 Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Thursday momlDg, March S8. 

M(y latter has set them all in 
tumults: for, it seems, none of 
them went home last night; and 
they all were desired to be present 
to give their advice, if I should 
refuse compliance with a command 
thought so reasonable as it seems 
this is. 

Betty tells me, that at first, my 
father, in a race, was for coming 
up to me himself, and for turning 
me out of his doors directly. Nor 
was he restrained, till it was hinted 
to him , thftt that was no doubt my 
wish, and would answer alt my 
perverse views. But the result 
was, that my brother (having 
really, as my mother and aunt 
insisted, taken wrong measures 
with me) sbould^ write again in a. 
morcmod^ra/emanner: for nobody 
else was permitted or cared to 
write to such a ready scribbler. 
And I having declared that I 
would u^t receive any more of hia 
letters, without command from a 
superior authority, my mother 
was to give ithers : and accordingly 
has done so in the following lines, 
written on the supertcription of 
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his letter to me: which letter also 
follows , together with my reply. 

CI*ABY HARLOWB , 



beg , pray J supplicate. Thus much 
is promised to Mr. Solmes , who is 
your advocate, and yery uneasy 



brother. 

Cbablottb Harlowb. 

TO mSS CLARISSA HARLOWB. 

Thursday xnomiDg. 

Obcb more I write, although im< 



Bbcbivb and read this, with the ; ^^at 7©^ sl^ould be under con 
temper that becomes your 8ex,'f.t;a»tt*»8upposmg that your dis- 
your. character, your education, J*^© '^n^na ^"ses from that And, 
and your duty: and return an an- ^^ be finds that you are not to be 
Bwer to it, directed to your °^oved m his favour, when you are 

absolutely freed from what you 
call a control^ he will forbear 
thinkine of you , whatever it costs 
him. He loves you too well: and 
in this I really think his under- 
standing, which you have reflected 
periously prohibited by a younger ' upon, is to be questioned, 
sister, i our mother will have me Only for one fortnight , there- 
do so, that you may be destitute fore, permit his visits. Your 
of aU 'defence, if you persist in education [you tell me of minej 
your pervicacy. Shall I be a you know] ought to make you in- 
pedant, miss, fortius word? She capable of rudeness to any body, 
is willing to indulj^e in you the He will not, 1 hope, be the first 
least appearance of that delicacy man, myself excepted, whom you 
for which she once, as well as ever treated rudely, purely be- 
every body else, admired you — cause he is esteemed by us all. I 
before you knew Lovelace : lean- am, what you have a mind to 
not, however, help saying .^Aa^- make me, friend, brother, or 
and she , and your aunt Hervey, servant — I wish 1 could be still 
will have it — [they would fam more polite, to so polite,. so de- 
favour you, if they could] that I licate a sister. Ja. Hablowb. 

'"*^i*ILPJTv^/ihl'ir ^«?n* ♦« You must still write tome, if you 
S*^! o,^-£i;„ I ; • ? condescend to reply. Vour 
^ ^„^?.™^fc?, ^Hn^Vtf mother will not be permitted to 
"^ ^Sr f^^"^;'^™. *f ' J^l be disturbed with your nothing- 

i« the case- i ""•'e ""<"*' M^^am Clary, re- 

They «.W<, thev p.ai,, they peats the ped««*, your brother 1 
beg J they supplicate [will either of to james harlowe, jcn. esq. 
these do. Miss Clary?] that you Tharsday, March 23. 

will make no scruple to go to your Permit me, my ever- dear and 
uncle Antony's : and fairly 1 am to honoured papa and mamma, in 
tell you, for the very purpose this manner tosurpride you into 
mentioned in my last — or, *tis sai audience (presuming this will 
presumable, they need not entreaty be read to you) since I am denier 
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the honour of writing to yon 
directly. Let me beg of you to 
believe, that nothm? but the most 
nnconqnerable dislike could make 
me stand against your pleasure. 
What are riches , what are settle- 
ments, to happiness? Let me not 
thus cruelly ne given up to a man 
my yery soul is averse to. Permit 
me to repeat, that 1 cannot Aon«.«% 
be his. Had I a slighter notion of 
the matrimonial duty than I have, 
perhaps I might. But when I am 
to bear all the misery, and that 
for iifet when my heart is less con- 
cerned in this 'matter than my 
sdiil; my temporary^ perhaps, than 
my future good; why should 1 be 
denied th^ liberty of refusing f 
That liberty is all I ask. 
: It were easy for me to give way 
to hear Mr. Solmes talk for the 
mentioned fortnight, although it 



and , as I have too much reason to 
apprehend, misrepresent my words 
and behaviour: or greatly favour- 
ed as I used to be, it is impossible 
I should be sunk so low in your 
opinions, as I unhappily am! 

Let but this my hard, my dis- 
graceful confinement be put an 
end to. Permit ine, my dear 
mamma, to pursue my needle- 
works in your presence , as one of 
your maidens ; and you shall be 
witness, that it is not either wil- 
fulness or prepossession that 
governs me. Let me not, however, 
be put out of your own house. Let 
Mr. Solmes come and go, as my 
papa pleases: let me but stay or 
retire when he comes j^iis I can; 
and leave the rest to Providence. 

Forgive me, brother, that thus, 
with an appearance of art, I ad- 
dress myself to my father and'mo; 



is impossible ior me, say whathejtber, to whom I am forbidden to 
would, to get over my dislike to; approach, or to ^Yrite. Hard it is' 
him. But the moated house, the to be redaced to such a cou- ' 
chapel there, and the little mercy trrvance! Forgive likewise the 
m^ brother and sister, who are to plain dealing I have used in the 
be there, have hitherto shewn me, I above, with the nobleness Of a 
are what I am extremely ap«' gentleman, and the gentleness due 
prehensive of. And why does my j from a brother to a sister. "A!- 
brother say, my restraint is to be though of late you have given me 




the bridge threatened to be drawn either^ I presume to claim boih: for 
up; and no dear papa and mamma I am confident it is at present 
near me , to appeal to , in the last much in your power, although but 
resort? ' my brother (my honoured parents 

Transfer not, I beseech you , to , both, I bless God, in being) to give 
brother and sister jrour' own peace to the greatly disturbed 



a 



authority over your child — to a mind of 
brother and sister, who treat me, 
with unkindness and reproaich; 



Your unhappy sister, 

Cl. Hablowb. 
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Betty tells me, my brother has presence — nor will be, but upon 
taken my letter allin pieces; and her own terms, 
has undertaken to write such a^ You had like to have made a 
answer to it, as shall coufirm the simpleion of your aunt Henrey 
waverina — So, it is plain, that I yesterday: she came down irom 
should have moved somebody by you, pleading in your favour; but 
it, but for this hard-hearted bro- , when she was asked, what con* 
ther — Qod forgive him! ! cession she had brought you to? 

: she looked about her , and knew 
not what to answer. So your mo« 
ther, when surprised into the be- 
ginning of your cunning address 
_. ., , , .to her and to your father, under 

T ^l^X n.gbt, March 23. ^^^^ ^^^^ { ^^^ ^ ^ ^^^ 

I sKiTD you the boasted confuta-'it^ little suspecting such an m- 
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)pv of it below, ^3 au unan- compelled 1 ^ But when she was. 
ible performance. | ^^^^ whether she would be 



the CO] 

swerabie pertormance. | ^^^ whether she would be will- 

' ing to have for her son-in-law the 
TO MISS CLARISSA H ARLOWB. . man who bids defiance to her whole 

Onos again, my inflexible sister, ' family ; and who had like to have 
I write to you. It is to let you murdered her son ? And what 
know, that the pretty piece of art concessions she had gained from 
you found out to make me the herdearchild to merit this tender- 
vehicle of your whining pathetics , ness? And that for one who had^ 
to your father and mother, has not ap^rentiy deceived her in as- 
had the expected effect I suriug her that her heart was free f 

I 4l> asi^ure you, that your be- > — Then could she look about her^ 
havipur. has not been misre- as her si iter had done before: then 
presented^ — nor^eed it. Yonr was (she 'again brought to herself, 
mother,, who is solicitous to take, and to a resolution to assert her 
all opportunities of putting the authority [Not to transfer it, witty 
most favourable constructions presumer!] over the rebel who of 
upon all you do, has been forced, late has so ingratefully struggled 
as you well know, to give you up, ' to throw it off. 
upon full trial: no need then of , You seem, child, to have a high 
the expedient of pursuing your ^notion of the matrimonial du^; 
needJL^works in her sight. Shej and III warrant, like the rest of 
cannot bear your whining pranks: your sex (one or two^ whom I have 
and it is for Aar sake, that you are i the honour to know, excepted) 
not |»iermitted to come into her that you will go to choreh to pro 



240 THB mSTOBY 09 

mise what yoa willnerer tliiiik of whole debate ought to be taken. 
afterwardB. Bat, sweei child f as Bliisb, then, delicacy, that cannot 
yoor worthy mamma Norton caUs bear the poet's amor omnibus 
yon, think a little less of the matri- ^ idem I — Blosh , then , purity I Be 
monial (at least, till yon come into ' ashamed, virgin modesty! And. if 
that state) and a little more of the ' capable of conviction, snrrenaer 
fiUol duty. Ivour whole will to the will of the 

How can you say, yon are to honoured pair, to whom yon owe 
bear all the misery , when yon give yoor being : and beg of all yonr 
so large a share of it to your friends to forgive and fDrget the 
parents, to yonr ancles, to year part you have of late acted, 
annt, to myself, and to yoor sister ; i 1 have written a longer letter, 
who all, for eighteen years of your than ever I designed to write to 
life, loved yon so well? you , after the indolent treatment 

If of late I have not given yoi^. and prohibition you have given 
room to hope for my favour or me: and, now I am commissioned 
compassion, it is becaase of late 'to tell you, that j^our friends are 
you have not deserved either. 1 \ as weary of confining you, as you 
know what you mean, little i*e-' are of being confined. And there- 
fleeting fool , by saying it is mnch fore you must prepare yourself to 
in my power, although but your 'go in a very few days, as you have 
brother (a very slight degree of; been told before, to ^'our ancle 
relationship with you) to give you ! Antony's; who , notwithstanding 
that peace which you can give 'yonr apprehensions, will draw np 
yourself whenever you please. jhis bridge when he pleases; will 

The liberty of refusing , pretty see what company be pleases in 
miss, is denied you, because we his own house; nor will he de- 
are all sensible, that the liberty of molish his chapel to cure you of 
choosing, to every one's dislike, your foolish late commenced anti- 
must follow. The vile wretch you pathy to a place of divine worship, 
have set your heart upon spt^aics — Ttie more foolish, as, if we in- 
this plainly to^very body, though tended to use force, we could have 
you wont. He says you are hisy the ceremony pass in your cham- 
and shall be hisy and he will be the her, as well as any where else, 
death ofany man who robs him of I Prejndice against Mr. Sbhnes 
his FKOi>£RTY. So, miss, we havc a has evidently blinded you, and 
mind to try this point with him. there is a charitable necessity to 
My father supposing he has the open your eyes: since no one but 
ri^ht of a father in his child, is ab- you thinks the gentleman so co&- 
solutely determined not to -be temptibleinhis/)&/«on; nor, for a 
bullied out of that right. And plain coutitry gentleman, who has 
what must that child be, who too much solid sense to appear 
prefers the rake to a father V like a coxcomb , j ustly blameafole 

This is the light in which this in his manners — Ajnd as to ' * 
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temper J it is neoeMary vou sfaould 
8p€ttk uponfaller knowledge, than 
at nresent it is plain you can have 
of him. 

Upon the Whole, it will not be 
amiss , Ihlit yon prepare for your 
speedy removal, as well for the 
sake of your own conTeniency, as 
to shew your readiness^ in &n^ 
point, at least, to oblige your 
mends; one of whom ^ou may, if 
you please to deserve it , reckon, 
though but a brother, 

Jambs Haslowb. 

P. 8. H jovL are {disposed to see 
Mr. Soimes, and to make some 
ezcnses to him for your past 
eondoet^ in order to be able to 
meet him eemewhereetsemik^bie 
less eoncem to yourself for your 
freedoms with him; he. shall 
attend yon where vou please. • 

If you have a mind to read the 
Bettlements, b^re they^e 
read to you for your signing, 
they shall be sent youjup— Who 
knows, but they* will help you 
to some fresh objections? — Your 
heart {9 free, you- know— It 
fimst — For, did you not tell 
your' mother it was? And will 
the piaui Clarissa fib to her 
mamma? 

Idesiire no reply. The case re- 
quires none, xet I will ask you, 
have yob, miss, no more'pro- 
p<>sab to make? 
• f, 

I waa so vtoed when I came to 
the end of this letter (the post'* 
seript to which, perhaps, miffht be 
written after, the others baa seen 
the letter) that I took up my pen, 
^' Ciorttta.! .1 
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with an intent to write to my uncle 
Harlowe about resuming my own 
estate^,- in pursuance of your ad- 
vice: but' my heart fEuled me, 
when I recollected , that I had not 
one friend to stand by or support . 
me in my claim ; and that it Would 
but the more incense them , with- 
out answering any good end. 
that my cousin were nut combt 

Is it not a sad thing, beloved aa 
X thought myself so lately. ;by 
eveiy one, that now I have not one 
person in the world to plead for 
me , to stand by me, or who would 
afford me refuge, were I to be 
under the necessity of seeking for 
it! — I who had the vanity to think 
I had. as many friends' as. I saw 
face6, and flattered myself too, 
that it was not altogether im- 
merited, because I st.w not my 
Maker's imase, either in man, wo- 
mai^, or child, high or low, rich or 
poor, whom, comparatively, I- 
loved not as myselt. — Woma to 
heaven, my dear, that you were 
married! Perhaps, then, you 
could have induced Mr. Hickman 
to afford me protection , till these 
storms were over-blown. But then 
this mi^ht have involved kitn in 
difficulties and dangers; and that 
I would not have done for the 
world. 

I don't know what to do , not I ! 

— God forgive me , but 1 am very 
inpatient 1 I wish — but I don^fc 
know what to wish, without a sin ! 

— Yet I wish it would please God 
to take me to his mercy ! — I can 
meet with none here — What a 
world is this? — ^^"What is th- 

it desirable? The good w 
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Ivr, lOitimiiedjnBied, tliatoDe My the tratb, this cremture has 
kaon ]|pt woU to wuh fori .AhI sarpriaed me oa nany oocaakniB 
one iMilf of jpiankiiid tonaeuliBg wilii her aaaartaow: for, onceshe 
the other, and heiiag toancniea|haa been empknrod in ;thia eon- 
theiiMelve»'ii| tonnestii^! — For trolling office , I have dtaeofered 
hereiathianijpnrticalareaae,aiTJa gfeaft deal of wit in her as 
onoib^ happy, thor-^ 



lelatioDseannolb^ happy, thoochaiuranee, which I never aaapeeted 
ihej make ma nnha^py! — ^-'' before^ Thia shews, that insokoce 
cept my brother andvister, indeed is her talent; and thai fortune, in 
— and they seem to take delight pladng her as a servant to my 
m and enjoy the miaehief they j sister, had not done so kindly l]y 
make. . u jher as nature: for that she would 

' Bat it is tame to lay do#n my make a better figure as her cam- 
pen, sinee my ink runs aotfiin^ panian. And indeed I caa*t help 
but gaU. 4^^ f tf> inking sometimes , that I myseli' 

•Mr as better fitted by nature to be 
I.BTTER un. jtieserwatof Ar*ifc,thantheai»rre«« 

^. y«i -. n 1 « ««. « of the •ae.or the si«<«r of the olAer, 

Friday mofiii«g, 6 o*eioek. | foriwie has act^d b^ me , : as if she 
. Mas. Betty tells me, there is now, «rere of the same nund. 
nothing talked of but of my going J 

to my unfile Antony's. She has] Fri4aj, la o'^oek. 

been ordered, she says, to get • Gono down to my ponltry- 
ready to attend me thither: and, yard, just now, I heaid my brother 
upon my expressing my. averse-. and sistet and tjhtat Solmea Umgk- 
uess to go , nad the confidence to ing and triumphing together. The 
s^y, that having heard me often high yew hedge.between us, which 
praise the rnmanlicne»s . of the divides the yard from the gardenj 
place, she was astonished (her hindered them from seeing me. 
nands and eye^ lifted up) iaaX I| Mybrother,asIfottnd,had been 
shouldsetmyself against going to reading part, or the whole por- 
a house so much in my Uiste, bans ^ of the copy of hb last letter 

I asked if this was her own in- j~- Mighty prudent, a^d consistent 
solence, or her young mistress's you*ll say, with theic views to 
observation? t make me the wife of a man firom 

She half-astoniabed me by her whom they conceal not what, were 
answer ; that it was hard she could I to b j such , it. would be kind in 
not say a good thing, without ^bem to eudeavour to conceal, out 
being robbed of the merit of it | of regard %Q my futore peacel — 

As the wench looked as if she But I hav^ hb doubt^ uiat th^ 
really thought she bad said a hate me heartily. 

fooa thing, without knowing the Indeed you was up. with her 
pldne8sofit,Iletitpass. But, to there, brother, said my sister. Ton 
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need not have bid her not to write 
to you. 111 engage, with all her 
wit, 8he*il never pretend to an- 
swer it. 

WHy , indeed , said irty brother, 
with an air of coilege-suffieiency, 
with which he abounds ^for he 
thinks nobody writes like himself), 
I believe 1 have given her a choke- 
pear, Whatsayyou, Mr. Solmes? 

Why^ «ir, said^e, 1 think it is 
unansweifable. But will it not 
exasperate her more against me? 

Never fear, Mr. Solmes, said my 
brother, but well caiTy our point, 
if she do not tire y/)u out first We 
have gone too far !u this method 
to recede, fier cousin Mofden will 
^on bt! hef<»: so all must be over 
before tMittime, or she'll be made 
independenlt of Us alL 

There, Miss Howe, is the reason 
given for their Jehu-driving. 
' Mr. Solmcs dedai^d that he 
WAS determined to peraeverewlule 
my brother ^ave him any hopes, 
mud while my father stoocf firm. 

My Bister told my brother, that 
be hii me dtarmingly on the reason 
why I ought to converse with Mr. 
Sounes: but that he should not be 
90 vmart upon the sex, for the 
faults of iJds perverse girl. 

Some lively, audf I supposo, 
witty answer, my brother ret urnec!: 
for be and Mr. Solmes laughed 
outrageously upon it, and Hella, 
laughing t >o, called him a naughty 
man: but I heard noii^ore of what 
they said; they wli Iking on into 
the garden. ■ ' ^. * 

If you think, mj dear, that what 
I have related did not again fire 
me^ yon will fiiid yourself mistaken 



when you read bt this place the 
inclosed co^y of tny letter to my 
brother; struck off — while the 
iron was redhot 

No more call me meek and 
gentle, I beseech you. • * 

ft 

TO Mil. JAHBS RARLOWI. 

STB, Friday mofolnt^. 

If, notwithstanding your {>ro- 
hibitioii, I should be silent, on 
oecasfou of your last, you would j 
perhaps, couclude, that I was coki- 
sentiifgto go to my uncle Antony's 
upon the condition you mention. 
ray father must do as he pleases 
with his child. He ma^ turn me 
out of his doors, if he thinks fit j or 
give yon leave to do it: but (loth 
as I am to say it) I should' think it 
very hard to be carried by force to 
any body's house when I have one 
of iw^f titcn to go to. 

■Far be it from me, nothwith- 
standing yours and my sister^s 
' provocations , to thiiik of takmg 
imy estate into my own hands, 
without my father's leave: but 
why, if I must not stay any loiigei^ 
here, may I not be permitted to go 
thither? I will eugage to see 
nobody they would not have me 
8?e, if this favour be permitted. 
Faonnr 1 call it, and am ready to 
receive and acknowledge it as 
such , although my grandfather's 
will has made it matter of right. 

You ask me, in a yetv un« 
brotherlv manner, in the postscript 
to your fetter, if I have not some 
new proposals to make? I bavb 
(since you put the question) three 
or four: new ones all, I think; 
t'loiigh I will be bo)d to say, tha** 

16* 
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sabmiliuig the case to any one disrespect to my ande Antosj: 
penoa whom ytm have not set but bis moat, with his bridge 
against me, my o/(f ones ought not threatened to be drawn up, and 
to have been rejected. 1 think this: perhaps the ehapel there, terrify 
why then shou.a i not wiite it? -^ me beyond expression y notwith- 
Nor have you any more reason to standing your wifiy ridicule upon 
storm at your sisler for telling it me for that apprehension. 
youXsince you seem in your letter ' If tliis likewise be refiised, and 
to make it yoor boast how you if I muni be curried to the moated 
turned my mother and my aunt house, which used to be a delight- 
Hewey against me) than I have to ful one to me, let it be promised 
be angry with my brother ^ for ue, that I shall not be compelled 
treating me as no brother ought to recciveMivSoImes's visits there; 
to treat a sister. and then I will as cheerful ly go, as 

. These, then, are my new pro« ever i did. 
posals. I So,' here, sir, a^e my new pro- 

That, as above, I may not be posals. Andif none of them answer 
hindered from ^oing to reside your end, as each of them tends to 
(under such conditions as shall be the exclusion of that oingenerous 
prescribed to me, which 1 will most p«/'.9/«/6/-*j« visits, be pleased to 
religiously observe) at my grand- know, that there is no misfortune 
father's late house. I will not I will not submit to, rather than 
again in this place call it mine, .1 yield to give my baud to the man 
have reason to think it a great to whom I can allow no share in 
misfortune, that ever it was so ■— my heart. 

Indeed I have. | if I write in a style different 

. Ji this be not permitted, I desire from my usual , and different from 

leave to go for a month , or for what 1 witihed to have oecaffion to 

what time shall be thought fit, ito write, an impartial person, who 

MissHowe's. I dare say her mother knew what 1 have accidentally, 

will consent to it, if I have my | within this hour past, heard from 

father's permission to go, ' your mouth, and my sister's, and a 

•If this, neither, be allowed, and third persons (particulariy the 

lan^tobeturnedoutof my father's reason you give lor driving on at 

house, I beg I may be suffered to this violent rate; to wit,'my cousin 

go to my aunt Hervey's , where X Mordeu's soon .expected arrival) 

will inviolably observe her com- would think I have but too much 

, mands^and thoseof my father an^ reason for it. . Then.be pleased to 

mother. remember,: sir, tliat when wy 

But if this, neither, is to be whining vocatives have subjected 

g]:anted, it is m^ humble request, me to so much scorn and ridicule, 

that I may be sent to my uncle itis time, were it but to imitate ex- 

Harlowe's, instead of my unole^ ample so excellent as you and my 

Antony's, I mean not by this any sifter set me, that I should en- 
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deavour to assert my character in 
order to. be thought leas an atien^ 
and nearer of kin to you toth^ th^n 
either of you of late have seemed 
to suppose me. 

Give me leave, in drcter to empty 
my female quiver at once, to add, 
that I know no other reason which 
you can have for forbidding me to 
reply to you, after you have written 
what^ou pleased to me, than that 
you are conscious you cannot 
answer to rqasbn and to justice the 
treatment you give me. 

If it be otherwise, I, an un- 
learned, unlogical girl, younger 
by near a third than yourself, will 
venture (so assured am I of the 
justice of my cause) to put my fate 
ujpon an issue with you: with you, 
6ir, who have had the advantage 
of an academical education ; whos^ 
mind must have been strength- 
ened by observation, and learned 
conversation, and who, pardon 
ihy gding so tow^ have been accus- 
tomed to ^ve cJivke-peare to those 
you vouchsafe io wrilfe against. 

Any impartial person, your late 
tutor, for Instance, or the pious 
and worthy Di\ Lewen, may be 
j^dge between us : and if either 
give it against me , I will promise 
to resign to my destiny : provided, 
if it be given against you, that my 
fotlierwill be pleased only to allov? 
of my negative to the person so 
violently sought t6' be- imposed 
uponme, 

rflaftfer my self,, b'ro'flier, that 
you win the readier come into this 

Sroposal , as you seem to have a 
\gn opiuidn of your talents fot 
argjtunentatiou: and not ^low one 



of the cogency of the arguments 
containeaihyoutlastletteri 'And 
as I can possibly have no ad- 
vantage in a contention #ith you, 
if the justice of my cause affords 
me hot any (as*you nave no opinion 
it will); it behoved you, metninks, 
to shew to an impartial moderatpx^ 
that /am wrong, and you not sol 

Li this be accepted , there' i^ a 
necessity for its being carried '6n 
by the pen ; the facts to be stated, 
and iagreed upon by both; and the 
decision to be given , according to 
the force of the arguments eadh 
shall produce in support of their 
side of the question: for, giveitie 
leave to say, I khow too well the 
manliness of your temper , to offdi 
at a personal debafie with yon. 

If it be. not accepted, I shall 
conclude, that you cannot defehd 
your conduct towards me; and 
shall only beg of you, that, for the 
future, you will treat me iiitK t)i6 
respect due to a sister frdm 4 
brother who would be thought 
as po^te as learned. 

And no V, sir, if Ihaveseepaed 
to shew some spirit, not. t^te 
foreign to the relation IfaaV^'th^d 
honour to bear to you, and to-iiV 
sister; aiid which may bedeentea 
not altogether of a piece with thiit 
part of my character, which oitbe. 
it seems, gained me eveiy' otto's 
love; be pleased to consider' 'td 
whorn^ and tO what' it is bvHn^^ 'abd 
that this part of that cfharaoler 
was not dispensed withj till it SttfiH 
jected ine to that scorn j and 'to 
those insults, 'which a ][)rotlieri 
tAo ha& been so tetiacious of 
iiSSependencei voluntarily gir&i 
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bjme, and who has appeared so 
exalted npon it J oaghtnotto have 
ghewn to any hgdy^ much less to a 
weak and defenceless sister: who is, 
notwithstanding, an affectionate 
and respectful one, and would be 
glad to shew herself to be so upon 
all future occasions; as she has in 
every action of her past life, 
although of late she has met with 
such unkind returns. 

Cl. Harlow^. 

See, mj dear, the force, and 
volubility, as I may say, of passion ; 
for the letter I sendyou, is my first 
draught, struck off without a blot 
or erasure. 

Fridayi 8 »^clock. 

As soon as I had transcribed ic, 

I sent It down to my brother by 

Idrs. Betty. 

. The weneh came up soon after; 

all 9ghast, with a Laud^ miss I 

Wl^at have jovl done? — What 

iave you wntten? For you have 

set them all in 9i joyful uproar I 
. « # # 

My sister is but this moment 
gone from me: she came up all in 
a £ame; which obliged me ab- 
raptiy to lay down my pen: she 
ran to me — 

spirit I said she ; tapping my 
neck a little too hard. Ana is it 
come to this at last! — 

Do you beat me, Bella? 

iDo you call this beating you? 
Oply tapping your shoulder thtis^ 
9»^i she; tapping again more 
gepily — l^his is what we expectetl 
», would come to — you want to 
be independent — my father has 
lived too l<mg for you ! — 



I was going to speak with 
vehemence: but she put her hand- 
kerchief before my mouth, very 
rudely — You have done enough 
with your pen, mean listener as 
you are! But, know, that neither 
your independent scheme,' nor any 
of your visiting ones, will be 
granted you. Take your couTBe, 

Ecr verse one: call in your rake to 
elp you to an independence upon 
your parents, and a depewlence 
upon him! — Do so! — Prepare 
this moment — resolve what you 
will take with you — to-morrow 
you go — depend upon it to- 
morrow you go I — No longer shall 
you stay here, watching and 
creeping about to hearken to what 
people say — 'tis determined, 
child! — You go to-morrow — my 
brother would have come up to 
tell you so ; but I persuaded him 
to tne contrary — for I know not 
what had become of you, if he had 
— such a letter! such an insolent, 
such a conceited challenger! — O 
thou vain creature ! , Bat prepare 
yourself, I say — to-morrow yo« 
go — my brother will accept of 
vour bold challenge; but it must 
be personal; and at my uncle 
Antony's — or perhaps at Mr. 
Solmes's — 

Thus she ran on, almoat foam- 
ing with passion till , quite out of 
patifsnce , I said , No more of your 
violence , Bella — had I known in 
what a way you designed to come 
up, you should not have found my 
chamber -door open. — Talk to 
your servant in tms manner. Un- 
like you, as I bless God I am, Lam 
nevertheless your sister — aad let 
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that I won't go to- jdoorafter me; and could nolong^Sr 
J ^ j^^i^ .^ j^y tears. 

Nor would I answer one word to 
her repeated aggravations , nor to 
her demands upon me to open my 
door (for the key was on theinsidit)^ 
nor so much as turn my head|to- 
wards her, as she looked through 
the glass at me. And at last, 
which vexed her to the hearty I 
drew the silk curtain, that she 
should not see me. and down she 
went muttering all the way. 

Is not this usage enough to pro- 
voke a rashness never before 
thought of? 

As it is but too probable that I 
mav be hurried away to mjr uncle's 
without being able to give you 
previous notice of it; I beg that as 
soon as you shall near ^ such a 
violence, you would send to the 
usual place, to take back such of 
your letters as may not hiive 
reached my hands, orto fetch any 
of mine that may (be there. 

May you, my dear, be always 
happy, praiys your 

Claussa Haxlowi; 



I bave received your four let- 
ters. But am in such a ferment, 
that I cannot at present write to 
them« 

IJJTTER Liv. . 
HiM OUriBM Hiurlowe to MUf How«. 

Friday night, March 97. 

I HAVB a most provoking letter 
from my sister. I might have sup- 
posed , she would resent the con- 
tempt sfaid brought upon herself i^ 
my chamber. Her conduct sore* 



ime tell you 

Imorrow, nor next day, nor next 
day to that — except lam dragged 
av^^ by violence. 

What! not if your father ,or 
your mother command it — girlf 
•said she , intending another word, 
by her pause and manner before it 
came out. 

Let it come to thai , Bella ; then 
I shall know what to say. But it 
shall be from their own mouths, if 
I do — not from yours , nor your 
Betty's — and say another word to 
me, in this manner, and be the 
consequence what it may , I will 
force myself into their presence; 
and demand what I have done to 
be used thus 1 

Come along, child I Come along, 
meekness — taking my hand, and 
leading me towards the door — de- 
mand it of them now — youll find 
both your despised parents to- 
gether ! — ^1 What ! does your heart 
fail you? — for I resisted, beinff 
thus insolently offered to be lea, 
and pulled my hand from her. 

I want not to be led, said I ; and 
since I can plead your invitation, 
I tjoill ^0 ; and was hastening to 
the staurs accordingly in my pas- 
sion — but she got between me and 
the door, and shut it — 

Let me first, bold one, said she, 
apprise them of your visit — for 
TOur own sake let, me — for my 
brother is with them. But yet 
openinff the door again, Heeitift me 
snrink back — G-o , if you wiU ! --- 
Why don't you go7 — Why don't 
you ffo , miss ? -^ following me to 
my- Closet , whither I retired , with 
mgr heart fnlli and pulled the sash- 
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ean onlj be aeooonted for by the eepfed, t aasare jon. Dr. Lewen 
race instigated by a sappoeed ti- will poesibly be therei nnoe yoa 
vauy. make choice of him. AnoAergon' 

jUemao likeinse, were it bat to 
TO 1088 CLA3UBSX HikLOWB. ' coDvincc you, that he is another 

I AM to tell jon\ that yomf mo- sort of man than you haye taken 
ther has begged yon off for the him to be.. Yoiur two mudes will 
morrow: but that yon. have effec- postibly h6 there too, to see tiuU 
toally done yoor business with her, the po&r^ toeak^ and defeneeLeu 
as well as with every body else. sister has fiur play. So , yon see, 

In yonr proposals, and letter to miss, what company your smart 
your brother, joxi have shewn challenge will draw together, 
yonxself 80 silly, and so wise; so Prepare for the day. You'll 
young, and so old; so gentle, and soon be called npon. A^eo, 
so omtinate; so meek, and so mamma Norton's svoeet ckUd! 
yioieat ; . that neyer. was there so j IAkab. Harlows. 

mixed a character. | 

We all know o/^w^Dntjoa have, I transcribed this letter, and 
borrowed this new i^int. And sent it to my mother, with these 
yet the seeds of it must be in your lines : 
.hearty or it could not all at once! 

shew itself so rampaQt It would A very few words^ my ever^hmoyred 
be doing «Mr. Sohnes a spite to ! , . mammal 

wish him such a«i^, ufirshy girl; ' If my sbter wrote the inclosed 
another of your contradictory by my father's direction, oryours, 
qualities — »I leave jou to make I must submit to the usage she 
out what I mean by it* .• gives me in it , with this orUy ob- 

^^^, miss, your mother wOl not servation, that it is short of the 
let you remain I she cannot have personal treatment I have received 
any peace of mind while such a from her. If it be of her own head 
rebel of a child is so near her: ^r- why t)ien, madam — \^\i%lknew^ 
jonr aunt Heryev will not take a that when I was banished from 
char^ which all.tjie family put your presence — yet, till I know if 
together cannot manage: your she has or has not authority for 
uncle Harlowe wilf not see ^ ou at thb usage, I wi^ionly write further, 
his house , till you are mamed — that I am 



so, thanks to yQur pwQ stubborn- 
ness, you'liave ndi)ody that will 
receive you but your unele Antony. 
— Thither yon mu^ go in a very 

few days{ and when there, your . . » ., ^ , . — 

brother will settle with you. in my [ in one place. I jkissed *the place; 
. resenoe . all that relates to your ' for Xam sure. it was blisterea, a^ I 
.lod^st challenge: -^ for it w ao- 'niay say, by a moth^^ tear! ^ 



Your ye];y,^nhaip(py chil4, 

vL HAKLOWa. 

This answer I received in an 
open, slip of paper ; but it w^is wet 
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She must (I hope she must) have 
written it reluetan^y. 

To apply for protection , where 
authority is defied^ » bold. Your 
sister,! ^ho would not in your cir- 
cumstances have been gmlty of 
your perverseness^ may allowably 
angry atyou for it. However, we be 
have tola her to moderate ^her sea/ 
for onr insulted authority. See, if 
you can deserve another beha- 
viour , than that you eomplain of; 
which cannot, however, be so 
^evous to yoUf as the cause of it 
IS to 

Tour more unhappy mother. • 

How of|en must I forbid you any 
address to me! 

GrrvB me, my dearest Miss Howe, 
your opinion, what I can, what I 
ought to de» Not what you would 



sister against an antipathy so 
strongly avowed, wiU^ftV/peisicit; 
say, What can I do? — What 
can I do ? -^ What course pui^Bue ? 
— Shall I fly to London, and en- 
Ideavour to hide myself from Love- 
ace, as well as from all my own 
relations , till my cousin Morden 
arrives? Or shall I embark for 
Leghorn ittmyway to my cousin? 
Yet my sex, my youth, considered^ 
how full of aan^eris this* last 
measure! - And may not my 
cousin be set out for England, 
whfle I am getting^thither? -^ 
What can I do? —Tell me* tell 
me, my dearest Miss Howe [for I 
dare not trust myself] tell m6, 
what I can do. 

Eleven o*elock at nigbt. 

I ttAVB been forced to try t(^ 
_ , compose my angry passions a| my 
do (pushed as I am pushed) in re- j harpsichord ; having^ £rst .:fih\i^% 
sentment or passion ^^ since, so in- 1 close my doors and wmdows, that 
stigated^ you tell me, that yOu, I nii^ht not be heard below. A^J 
should have been with somebody | was islosihg the shutters of Ihe 
befcnrenow — and steps taken in windows, the distant whooting of 
passion hardly ever fail of givitig the bird of Minerva, as from the 
cause for repentance: but acquaint often -visited wood •> house, re- 
mewith what you think cool judg- minded xneof thatchanbingonsTO 
ment, and after-reflection, what- wisdom, which does honour to our 
ever were to be the event, will sex, as it was written by one of it. 
justify. ' jl made aa essay, a week a>go, to 

I doubt not your sympathizing j set the three last stanzas ofit, lis 
love: but y^l^ you d^iinot possibly not unsuitable to my. unhappy 
feel indignity and persecution so situation; ' and after I. had re- 
very sensibly as the immediate perused the^odej those wereiny 
sufferer feeU them — are fitter lesson; :adcfri am sure ^ in theso^* 
thesefone to advise me^t than lam lemn .address they contain to ISA 
myself.' jail-wise and all-powerful D^^ 

I will luere restmy cause. Have my heart went with my fingers* 
I , or have I not simered or bome } I in^se the Ode, "and* my effort 
eneug^? And if th^ will still with it. The subject hsblmai^ 
penevecev if ^taX strange per^'my oircumstainces are affeetiiif 
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•ndJI flatter]Sinyself,^tthat I have, 
not been qnite uiriiappy in the I 
performance. If it obtain yonr' 
approbation, I shall be out ofj 
donbt: and should be still more 
asBnred, eonld I hear it tried by 
y&ur voice and finger. 

ODE TO WISDOM^ 
BT A LADT. 

Tm solfUry biM of nlgbt 

T^roiisli tbe tbick tbiulM now wlngt bSfl 

fligbt, 
' And qalts tbe time-sbook towV; 
Wbelre sbelter'd from tbe bltteof day, 
In pbilosopblc gloom he liy, 
Beneitth bis ivy bovr^r. 

Witb loy I bear the lolemn lound, 
Which midnight ecboei waft aroond , 

And sighing gales repeat. 
FaTVite of Pallas ! I attend , 
And, faithful to thy summons, bend 

At wisdom^s awftil seat. 

Bbe loyes the cool, the silent eve, 
Where no false shows of life deceive, 

Beneath tbe lonar ray. 
B^ folly drops each vain disgnite; 
Nor sport her gaily coloured dyes , 

As in the beam of day. 

O Pallas! queen of ev^ry aM, 

tfHai glads the sense, and mends the 

heart, 
. BlessM source of pnrer Joys! 
In evVy form of beauty bright , 
That captivates tbe mental sight 
With pleasure and surprise ; 

To tby unspotted shrine I bowt ^. 
Attend thy modest snppUaat*s vow,. 

That breathes no wild desires ; 
But, taught by tby unerring rules, 
To shun the fruitless wish of fools, 
lllTo nobler views aspires. 

•Not fertnne^s gem, •mbition*a plume. 
Nor Cytherea^s fading bloomy 

Be objects of my prayer: 
Let avarice, vanity, and pride, 
Those envied glittering toys divide, > 

Tbe dull rewards of care. 

To me thy better gifia impart , 

Zfifh. moral beauty of the heart , 

By studious thought reflnM; 
For wealth, the imUes of glad eontent : 



For power, itf amplest « best 
▲n empire o*er m^ mind. 

When fortvae drops her gay pande. 
When pleasure's transient rosea Ibde, 

And wither in the tomb , 
Unchanged is tby immortal prise; 
Thy ever-verdant laurels rise 

In undecsying bloom. 

By thee protected , I deiy 

The coxcomb's sneer, tbe stupid lie 

Of ignorance and spite: 
Alike contemn the leaden fool, 
And all tbe pointed ridicule 

Of nndisceming wit. 

From envy, hurry, noise, ind sMlb, 
Tbe dull impertinence of life. 

In thy retreat I rest: 
Pursue thee to tbe peaceful groves , 
Where Plate's sacred spirit roves , 

In all thy beauties drest. 

He bad Ilyssus' tunefbl stream 
Convey the philosophic theme 

Of perfect, fair, and good: 
Attentive Atnens caught the sound. 
And all her llsfning sons around 

In awftil silence stood: 

Sedaim'd her wild lloentions youth, 
Oonfess'd the potent voice of trutb, 

And feU its Just control. 
')rbe passtttUs ceas'd their loud alsums, 
And viHtte*s soft persuasive charms 

O'er All their senses stole. 

Thy breath inspires tbe poet^ s OBg,' 
The patriot's free, unbiassed tongue. 

The hero's gen'rous strifSe ; 
Thine are retirement's silent Joys, 
And all the sweet engaging ties 

Of still, domestic life. 



LBTTBR LT; 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Hiss Howe. 

Friday, midnight. 

I'HATx now a calmer moment 
Envy, ambition, hish and selfish 
resentment, and' all tbe violent 
passions, ai« now, most probably. 
a8leq> all around me; and Jihiui 
not my own angiy ones give way 
to the ailent houri and 8abu<& 
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likewise ? -^ They have given way i stood no chance with me. This I 



to it; and I have made use of the 
gentler space to re-peruse your 
&st letters. I will touch upon 
some passages in them. Andtnat 
I may the less endanser the but 
just recovered calm , 1 will begin 
with what you write about Mr. 
Hickman. 

Give me leave to say, that I 
am sorry you cannot yet persuade 
yourself to think better, that is to 
s|iy more justly, of that gentletnan, 
than your whimsical picture of him 
shews you do; or, at least, than 
the humourousness of your natural 
vein would make one tMnk you 
do; 

I do not imagine, that you 
yourself will say , he sat for the 
picture you have drawn. And yet, 
upon the whole , it is not greatly 
to his disadvanta^. Were I at 
ease in my mind , I would venture 
to draw a much more amiable and 
just likeness. 

If Mr. Hickman has not that 
assurance whieh sbm^ men have, 
he has that humanity and gentle- 
ness which many want : and which, 
with the infinite value he hiu for 
you, will make him one of the 
properest husbands in the world 
for a person of your vivacity and 
spirit. 

Although you say I would not 
IJk^ him myself, I do assure ypu, 
if Mr. Solmes were such a nan as 
'Mr. Hickman in person, mindi and 
beliaviour, my friends and I had 
never disagreed about himy if they 
woidd Bothavepermittedme tolive 



can the more boldly aver, because 
I plainly perceive, that of the two 
passions, love asxa fear, this man 
will be able to inspire one with a 
much greater proportion of the 
latter J than I imagine is compa- 
tible with the former J to make a 
happy marriage. 

1 am glad you own, that you 
like no one better than Mr. Hick- 
man. In a little while, I make no 
doubt, you will be able, if you 
challen&e your heart upon it, to 
acknowledge, that you like not 
any man so well : especially, when 
you come to consider, that the very 
faults vou find in Mr. Hickman, 
admirably fit him to make you 
happy: that is to saj[, if it be 
necessary to your happiness, that 
you should have your own will in 
every iking- 

But let me add one thing; and 
that is this: — vou have such a 
sprightly turn, that, with your ad- 
mirable talents, you would make 
any man in the world, who loved 
you, look like a fool, except he 
were such a one as Lovelace. 

Forgive me, my dear, for my 
frankness: and forgive me alsO| 
foi: so soon returning to subjects 
00 imiiiediately relative to mysdf, 
as those I now must touch upon« 

You again insist (strengthened 
by, Mr. Lovelace's opinion) upon 
my assuming my own estate [I can<* 
not call it resuming, having never 
been in possession of it]: and I 
have given you room to ezneet, 
that I will consider this subjef 



■ioffle; Mr. Lovelaoe (havine such ' more closely. than I have done f 
a eEaracter as he has) would have fore. — I niust however own , t 
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the reasoni which I had to offer 
•gainst taking your adviee , were 
80 obvjoQf , toat I thought you 
would have seen them yourself, 
and been determined^ by them, 
against j^our own hastier counsel. 
— But since this has not been so, 
and that both you and Mr. Love- 
lace call upon me to assume my 
own estate, I will enter briefly into 
the subject 

In the first place, let me ask 
you, my dear. suppKOsing I were 
inclined to follow your advice, 
whom have I to support me in mj 
demand? My uncle Harlowe is 
one of my trustees — he a against 
me. My cousin Morden is the 
other — he is in Italy, and very 
probably may be set against me 
too« 

My brother has declaim, (that 
they are resolved to «arry their 
point before he arrives: so that, 
as they drive on, all will probably 
be 'decided before Ic<Mi.b have an 
answer from him, w^re I to write: 
ai|d, confined as'I am, wereth^ 
answer to come in timO) and tbev 
did not like it , they would keep it 
from me. 

In the next place , parents have 
great advantages in evety eye 
over the child, if she dispute their 
pleasure in the disposing of her: 
and so they ought r since out of 
fu^en/y instances, perhaps /wtf could 
^ot be produced , when. IA#|/ were 
not in the right, the chUd is the 
wroufi^. •' ' ' • ' 

>^ You iirbuld not , I am sure, 
have me aoeept of Mr. Lov^lt^ce*^ 
offered assistance in suebt^a el(kuai 
If I would edbraoe any otkir poiu 



son*s, who else would care to 
appear for a ehildagafnst jMrents, 
ever, till of late, so affectionate? 
— But were, such a protector to 
be found, what a length of time 
would it take up in a course of 
litigation ? The will andthedeeds 
have flaws in them, they say. My 
brother sometimes talks of going 
to reside at the Grove: I suppose, 
with a design to make ejectments 
neee*8ary , were I to offer at assu- 
ming; or, where I to marry Mr. 
Lovelace, in order to e[ive him all 
the opposition and dmculty the 
law would help him to give. 

These cases I have put to my- 
self, forargumentsake: but they 
are all out of the question, al- 
though anybody were to be found 
who, would espouse my cause: for 
I do assure you, I would sooner 
beg my bread, than litigate for my 
right with my father: since I am 
convinced, that whether the parent 
do his duty by the child or not the 
child cannot be excused trora 
doing hers to him. And to go to 
law with my father , what a sound 
hajB that? You will see, that I have 
mentioned my wish (as an alterna- 
tive, and as a favour) to be per- 
mitted , if I miMt be ^ut out ot l^is 
house, to go thither: but not one 
step further can I go. And yott 
s^e how this is resented. 

Upon the whole, then, what 
have I to hope f^f^*, but a chi^igein*. 
my; father'^ resolution? — And is 
there any probability of that; such 
an ascendancy as my h«*other and 
sister hare • obtained over e^ery 
body; atid Mtoh an interest to 
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pur^qe the eiupity they hayeiuyw 
openly avowed against me? 

A» to Mr. Lovelace's approba- 
tioa of your assiimptio4-6cheiae, 
I wonder not at it. • He very pro- 
bably penetrates the diffieuities I 
I should have to bring it to effect, 
withoi^t kig assistance. Were I to 
find myself as free as I would wish 
myseli to be, perhaps Mr. Love- 
lace would stand a worse chance 
with me I than his vanity may 
permit him to imagine; notwith- 
standing the pleasure you take, in 
rallying me on his account How 
know you, but aU that appears to 
be specious and reasonable in his ! 
offers; such as, standing his 
chs^nce for my favour, after I he^ 
csLxne independent, as I may call it, 
[by which I mean no more, than 
to have the liberty of refusing for 
my husband a man whom it hurts 
me but to ^hink of in that light] ;; 
and s^ch as his not visiting me 
but bgr mj leave: and till Mr. 
Morden come; and till I am satis- 
fied of reformation; — how know 
you , I ^ay, tliat he gives not him? 
self these airs purely to stand; 
better in your opinion as well as 
mme^hy o^ering of his Qwnaccord 
conditions which he must needfif 
think would he insisted on, were 
the case to happen? j 

Tl^en am I utterly displeased, 
with him. To tlireate)i :as he{ 
threatepits; lyetto pretend, that it 
is not io intunidate me; and to 
beg of you not to tell me, when he 
must know you would, and no 
doubt intended that you .should , is 
80 meaply artful! — The man 
most think he has a frighted fool 



to deal with. ---I, to jofii hands 
with such a man of vioieneel my 
own brother the man whom he 
threaten^! — And^ what has Mr. 
Solmes done to him? — Is he to be 
blamed, if he thinks a person 
would make a wife worth having, 
to endeavour to obtain her? ->-^ 
that my friends, t would but leave 
me to my own way in this one 
point! For have I given the man 
encouragement : sufficient to 
ffrouud ^ese threatsupon? Were 
Mr. Solmes a man to whoml could 
be but indifferent^ it might be 
found y that to have the merit of a 
sufferer given him £rom such a 
flaming spirit, would ver^^ little 
answer the views of that spirit.^ It 
is my fortune to be treated as a 
fool bv my brother: but Mr. Lpve- 
lace shall find — Yet 1 will let him 
know my mind , and then it will 
come with a better grace to your 
knowledge* 

Meantime, give me leave to 
tell you, that it goes against roe. 
in my cooler momentai) unnatural 
as my . brother is to me , to have 
you^ my dear, who are my other 
self, write such very severe reflec- 
tions upon him , in relation to the- 
advantage Lovelace had over him. 
He is not indeed ^our brother: but 
remember, that you write to his 
Sri iter. — Upon my word , my dear 
Miss Howe, you dip your pen in 
gall whenever you ai^e offended: 
andl am almost ready to question, 
when 1 read some of your exprca- 
sions against oibers of my relations 
as well as him (although in- mf 
favow) wheti;ier. you are 
thoroughly warranted by your < 
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patioifie, as yon think yourself, is to forgive^ and even bow much 
to call other people to aceonnt for more m<tn/jr to degpise^ than to 
Uieir warmth. Sboald we not be resent an injury? Were I a man, 
partienlarly carefnl to keep clear metbinks, 1 should have too much 
of the faults we censure? — And soom for a person, who could wil- 
yet I am so ang^ both at my bro- fully do me a mean wrong, to put 
ther and sister, that I should not a value upon his ltfe,equid townat 
have taken this liberty with my I put upon my ovm. What an 
dear friend, notwithstanding I absurdity, because a man had 
know you never loved them, bad done me a small injury, that I 
you not made so light of so shock- should put it in his power (at least, 
sng a transaction, where a brother^s to an equal risk) to do me, and 
life was at stake: when his credit those who love me, an irrepflurable 
jn the e^e of the mischievous sex one? — Wereitnotat(7f7/iiHnjury. 
)bas received a still deeper wound nor avowed to be so, there could 
jtban he personally sustained ; and not be room for resentment, 
iwhen a revival ofthe same wicked j How willingly would JL'mn 
resentments (which may end more away from myself, and what most 
fatally) is threatened. ' concerns myself, if I could !' This 

His credit, I say, in the eye of digression brings me back again 
the mischievous sex: — Who is not to the occasion of it — and that to 
warranted to call it so, when it is, the impatience 1 was in, when I 
reckoned among the men such an tended my last letter, for my situa^ 
extraordinary piece Of self-con- tion is not altered. I renew there- 
quest (as the two libertines his fore my former earnestness, as the 
companions gloried) to resolve new day approaches, and will 
never to give a challeng^e; and bring with it perhaps new trials, 
among whom duelling is so fa- ' that you will (as undivestedly as 
shionable a partof brutal bravery, possible of favour or resentment) 
that the man of temper^ who is, ' tell me what you would have me 
mostly, I believe, the frv/^ brave* do: — for, if I am obliged to c^ 
man, is often at a loss so to be- to my uncle Antony's, all, I doubt, 
have in some cases as to avoid in- will be over with me. Y§( how to 
currin^ either a mortal guilt , or a avoid it — that^s the c^||Qolty I 
general contempt? | I shall deposit lty.« the first 

To enlarge a little upon this thing. When you hayeit, lose no 
subject, may we not infer, that j time, I pray you, to adiose (lest it 
those who would be guilty of ' be too late) 



throwing these contempts upon a 
man of temper, who would rather 
pass by a verbal injury, than to 
imbrue his hands in blood , know 
not the measure of true magna* 
nimity? nor how- much nobler it 



Your ever oMiged 

Gl. H^«lows. 
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LETTER XtVI. 
I [MiM Howe to Miss Clarissa Hariowe. 

Satorday, Mairch S6. 

What can I advise you to do, 
mj noble creature? Your merit is 
your crime. You can no more 
change your nature, than your 
persecutors can theirs. Your dis- 
tress is owing to the vast dispa- 
rity between you and them. What 



the shocking compulsion should 
take place. 

As to that wret(;h*8 perderes- 
ance, those only, who know not 
the man, will wonder at it He 
has not the least delicacy. His 
principal view in marriage js not 
to the mind. How shall those 
be auties be valued , which cannot 
be comprehended? Were you to 
be his , and shew a visible want of 
tenderness to him , it is my opi- 



wottld you have of them? Dothey nion, he would not be muchcpn- 
not act in character? — And toleerued at it. I have heard vou 
whom ? To an alien. You are not well pbservOi from your Mrs. Kdr- 
oneof them. They have two de-i ton, that a person who has a^y 



pendencies in their hope to move 
you to compliance. — Upon their 
impenetrableness one [Vd give it a 
more nroper name, if I dared}; 
the other, on the regard you have 
always had for your character 
[have they not heretofore owned 



overruling passion, will compound 
by giving up twenty secondary or 
under ^Ratia factions^ though morie 
laudable ones, in order to have 
that gratified. 

ril give you the substance of a 
conversation [no fear you can be 



as much?] and upon your appro- ^ made to like him worse than you 



hensions from thai of Lovelace, 
which would discredit you, should 
you take any step by his means 
to extricate yourself. Then they 
know, that resentment and un- 
persuadableness are not natural 
to you; and that the anger they 
luive wrought you up to, will sub- 
side, as all extraordinaries soon 
do: and that once married, you 
wUl make the best of it. 



do already] that passed between 
Sir Harry Downeton and this 
Solmes, but three days ago, as 
Sir Hanry told it but yesterday to 
my mother and me. It will con- 
firm to you that what your sister^s 
insolent Betty reported he should 
say, of governing by fear^ was not 
of her own head. 

I Sir Harry told him, he won- 
I dered he should wish to- obtain 



But surely your faiher^s son and you so much against your inclina- 
eldest daughter have a view (by tion as every £)dy knew it would 
communicatinff to so narrow a be, if he did. 
soul all they know of ^our justj He mattered not that, he said I 
ay^|l8ion to him) to entail unliap- coy maids made the fondest wives 
piness for life upon you, were you [a sorry fellow I] It would not at 
to have the man who is already all grieve him to see a pretty wa- 
morenearly related to them, than man make wry faees, if she f 
ever he can be to you, although him cause to vex her. And 
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estate, hy the eonyenieBee of its 
sit«ttiaii| would ricbly pay him 
fMr all he eould bear with your 
shyness. i 

He should be sore, he said/' 
after a while, of your domplais-j 
ance, if not of your love: and in | 
that should be happier than nine. 
parts in ten of his married ac- 
qoaintance. 

What a wretch is tlus! 

For the rest, yoor known yirtue 
would be as great a security to 
him, as he could wish for. 

She will look upon you, said 
Sir Hany, if she be forced to 
marry you, as Elizabeth of France 
did upon Philip IL of Spain, when 
he received her on his nontien as 
1)^ husband, who teas to hare 
been but her father-in-law: tbiit 
is, with fear and terror, rather 
than with eomphiisance and love: 
and you will perhaps be as surly 
to her, as that old monarch was to 
his young bride« 

Fear and terror, the wretch, 
the horrid wretch! said, looked 
pretty in a. bride as well as in a 
wife: aud, langhinff (yes, my 
dear, the hideous feUow laughed 
immoderfettely , as Sir Han;y told 
us, when he said it] it should be 
his car6 to perpetuate the occa- 
sion for that fear, if he could not 
think he had the love. And, truly, 
he "was of opinion, that if lovk 
and VEAB must be separated in 
matrimony, the man who made 
himself /Wir^, fared best. 

If my eyes would carry with 
theai the. execution which the 
eyes of the basilisk are said to do, 
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I would make it my first busineis 
to.see this creature. 

My mother, however, sajrs, it 
woud be a prodigious merit in 
3rou, if you eould get over your 
aversion to him. Where, asks she 
[as you have been asked b^im] ie 
the praisewortfainessof obedienee, 
if it be only paid in instaaoes 
where we give up nothing? 

What a itetality, that you have 
no better an option — either a 
SiSjfUa or a CharyhdiM. 

Were H not you, I should know 
how (iMU-baarously used as you are 
used) to advise you in a moment. 
But such a noble character to 
suffer from a (supposed) radiness 
and indiscretion of -such a nature, 
would, as I have heretofore ob- 
served, be a wound to tiie sex. 

While I was in hope, that the 
asserting of your own independ- 
ence wmdd have helped yon, I 
was pleased, that you had one 
resoutce, as I thought e but now, 
that you have -so well proved, that 
such a step would not avail you, 
I am entirely at a loss what to 
say. 

I will lay down my pen and 

think. ' ^^ 

. * * * 

I HAVE considered, and eon* 
sidered again; but, I protest, I 
know- no more what to say now, 
than before. Only diis: that I 
am young, like yourself; and 
have a much weaker judgment, 
and stronger passions, than you 
have. 

I have heretofore said, that you 
have offered as much as you 
ought, in offering to^llve siiilgle 
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I mOX l«y down my. pen and than be compelled to many the 

think.: • .• .^^ tnanl hate; and (were he guch a 

* . * * ' !mana8Solmea)must fliwayshate 

• I BATB eonsidefedi and con-' — nor could I have borne what 

sidered again; .but, I protest, I^yoa have borne, if from father 



know no more what to say now, 
than before. Only thisi < that I 
am young, like; yourself; and 
have a much weaker judgment, 
and stronger. passions, than you 
have. 



and uncles, not frK^i^oi brother and 
sister. 

My mother.;,will Jbave it, that 
after they bavei tried their utmost 
e£Pbrt8> to, bring you into their 
measures , and fiad them ineffec^ 



I have heretofore said, that you tual^ they wijil recede. But I can- 
have offered as much as you, not say I am of her mind. She 
ought, in.joffcring to live single. . does ■ not own she has any other 
If you were never to miirry, the j authority for this, but her own 
estate they are so loth should go conjecture. J should otherwise 
Otttoftheirname, would, in time, have hoped, that your uncle An- 
Isupposev revert to vour brother: tony and sne had beei^ in one 
and Ae or ^ would nave it, per- secret,,, and that favourable to 
haps, much more certainly this vou: w.oe be to one of them at 
way, than by the precarious re-|ieast [to.youir .undo to be sure I 



versions which - Solmes makes 
them hope for. Have you put 
this' into. Iheir odd heads, my 
dear? — The tyrant word autho- 
RiTT, as they use it, can be 
^he only objection against this 
offer.' ._! 

One thing you must consider, 
that, if you leave your parents, 
your duty find love will not suffer 
you to justify yourself by an ap- 
peal asainst them; and so you 11 
nave the world against yoii. And 
should Lovelace continue his wild 



mean] if they should be in any 
other, . 

You must, if possible, avoid 
being carried to that uncle*s. The 
man, the parson, your brother 
and sister present I — they^ll cer- 
tainly there marry you to Hhe 
wretch. Nor will your . npwly- 
raised spirit support you in your 
resistance on such an occasion. 
Your meekness will reti^m ; and 
you will have nothing for 4t but 
tears [tears despised by them all] 
and ineffectual appeius and la- 



life, and behave ungratefully to [mentations: — and these tears, 
you, will not his baseness seem tp when the ceremony is profaned, 
justify their cruel treatment of' you must suddenly dry up; and 
you, as well as their dislike of endeavour to dispose yourself to 
himf ; such an humble name of mind, as 

May heaven direct you for thejmav induce your new-made lord 
best I -^ I can only say, that, for to forgive all your past declara- 
mj own part, 1 would do any itions of aversion*. 
thuifr,! go any whither, rather! In short, my dear, you m- 

Ctaritta. /. 17 
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then blandish Jiim OTe> with 
confession , that all yoxu past be- 
haviour was maidenlj reserve 
only: and it will be your part to 
eonvince* him of the tnith of his 
impudent sarcasm , that the coyest 
mcdds make the fondest wives. Thiu| 
will you enter the state with a 
high sense of obligation to his 
forgiving goodness: and if you 
will not be kept to it by that fear, 
by which he proposes to govern, 
I am much mistaKcn.^ 

Yet, after all , 1 must leave the 
point undetermined, and only to 
oe determinied , as^you find they 
recede from their avowed pur- 
pose, or resolve to remove you to 
your uncle Antonyms. But 1 must 
repeat my wishes, that s6m^thitag 
may fall out , that neither , of these 
men may call yon Ms I t^ And 



not heradf ? And why maj not I 
give her those praises, which she 
would nve to any other, who had 
but hiuf of her excellencies? — 
Especially when she is incapable 
of pride and vainglory; and 
neitner despises o/A«r« for the 
want. of her fine qualities, nor 
over-values herself npou them ? — 
Over-yalvLeB. did I say! — How 
can that be? 

Forgive me, my beloved friend. 
M^ admirationof you (increased, 
as it is, by every letter you write) 
will not always be held down in 
silence; although, in order to 
avoid effmding you, I generally 
endeavour to keep it from flowing 
to my pen, when I write to you, 
or to my lips, whenever I have the 
happiness to be in^our company. 

I will add notmn^ (though I 



may you live single, my dearest ' could an hundred thmgs on ao- 
friend , till some man shifcU offer, count of your latest communica- 
that may be as worthy of you, as tions) but that I am 



man can be! ^1 

But yet, methinks, I would not, j 
that you, who are so admirablW 
qualined to adorn the marriea, 
state, should be alwavs sinde. 
You know, I am incapable of flat- 1 
teiy ; and that I always speak and 
' Wn^e the sincerest dictates of my 
-hea^ Nor can vou, from what 
you must know of your own merit 
(taken only in a comparative lieht 
with others) doubt my sincerity. 
I^or why should a person who de- 
lights to find out and admire 



Your ever affectionate and 
faithful, 

Ahka Howe. 

I hope I have pleased you with 
my dispatch. I wish I had 
been able to please you with 
my requested advice* 

IiETTBR Lyn. 
Mill ClariM* Harlowe to MIm Howe. 

Sundfty Morning, MardtSG, 
How soothing ai thing is praise 



every thing that is praiseworthy from those we love I -* Whether 
in another^ be supposed ignorant boniscious or notpfde^ei^iving it, it 
of like perfections in herself, when cannot but eyre urgreat dSight, 
she could not so much admire to see ourse^res stand high in the 
themm another^ if slie had them opinion of those whose mvoprwe 
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are ambitious to cultivate. An 
ingenuous mind will make -this 
further use of it, that if it be 
sensible that it does not alreariy 
deserve the charming attributes, 
it will hasten (before its friend 
finds herself mistaken) to obtain 
the graces it is complimented for: 
and this it will do , as well in 
honour to itself, as to preserve its 
friend's opiniou^ and justify her 
judgment. May this be always 
my aim I — And then you will not 
only give the pruite but the merit; 
and 1 ^shall be more worthy of 
that friendship, which is the only 
pleasure I have to boast of. 

Most heartily I thank you for 
the kind dispatch of your last 
favour. How much am 1 indebted 
to you! and even to your honest 
servant! — Under what obliga- 
tions docs my unhappy situation 
lay me! 

But let me answer the kind con- 
tents of it, as well as I may. 

As to getting over my disgusts 
to Mr. Solmes, it is impossible to 
be done; while he wants genero- 
sity, frankness of heart, bene- 
volence, manners, and every 
qualification that distinguishes 
the worthy man. 0, my dear! 
what a degree of patience, what a 
greatness of soul , is required in 
the wife, not to despise a nusbaud 
who is more ignorant, more il- 
^ liberate, more law-minded than 
herself! — The wretch, vested 
-^rttb pterogatives, who will claim 
rule in virtue of them Tand net to 
permit whose claim will be as dis- 
graceful to the presciibing wife as 
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to the governed husband): how 
shall such a husband as jtma be 
borne, were he, for reasons of con* 
venience and interest^ even to be 
our cHoicii ? fiut, to be compelled 
to have such a one, and that com- 
pulsion to arise from motives as 
unworthy of the m-escriters as of 
the prescribed y -wiio can think of 
getting over an aversion so justly 
founded? Hdw much easier to 
bear the temporary persecutioiis 
I labour under, 5tfcause temporaiy, 
than to resolve to be such a man's 
for life ? Were I to comply, must 
I not leave my relations, and so 
to him? A month will decidio the 
one perhaps : but whi^t a duration 
of, woe will the other be! — Every 
day, it is likely, risine to witness 
some new breach of an altar- 
vowed duty! 

Then , my dear, the man seems 
already to be meditating venge- 
ance against me for an aversion 
I cannot help; for yesterday my 
saucy gaoleress assured me, that 
all my opposition would not sig- 
nify tliat pinch of srmff^ holding 
out her genteel finger and thumb: 
that Imut have Mr. ^plmes: that 
therefore I had nolbest can^ my 
jest too far; for that il^r. SQ}mes 
was a man of spirit, and hadtold 

]HER, that AS I should surely be 

' his; 1 acted very impoliticly ; since, 
if he had not more mercy [that 
was hei^ word; I know not if it 
were hin] than I had, I might have 
cause to repent the usage I gave 

\ him to this last day of my life. 

But enough of this man, who. 
by what you repeat fromSirHai' 

'Downeton, has all the insoif 

17* 
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• of UsMK.villioataayoiieqiialitj' I do not wtfthing om ruh, 1117 

to make that i i w lencc totefa^c, lehaiacter and sex eonnderedy to 

I bare iccoirod two letten feoni • divert him from it. 
. Ms. LoTclaeev liiice his risit to: *'IeTen hint, that, howeyer it 

yon, whidi make three that I hare 1 woqU affectum', were anj miachief 

not answered. I doubt not his .to happen on mj accoooty j^\ 
'« being Tefjnneasj; bntin his last. there are persoosv as fsr as'-l 
> he complains in high terras of mjr|know, whoinmjr ease would iK>t 

nlenee; not in the still small. think there would be reason for 
. ToieeyOrntberstfle of an humble I fliMcfc regret, were such a. com^ 

hyrer, bat in a strle like that-mitted rashness as be tlurealeAs 
, wfaieh woold probably be used by • Mr. Solmes with to rid her of tw** 
.A.*.sli|^hted protector. And Ins j persons whom had she never 

pride,|s,again touched, that like a ' ""^ '^ 

ikuf f or eves-dropper jhe was forced 

to oodge about in hopes of a letter, 

and return fiTC miles (and then to 



known she hnd neter been on* 
happy." 
This is plain dealhup, my dear: 

,^ and I suppose he willput it into 

an inconTcnient lodging) without still plainer En^ish for me. 
my. I I take bis pnde to task , od his 

fiis. letters, and the copy of dbdainine to wsteh for my let- 
mine to him, shall soon attend ters ; and for bis 6<7e.<-'//v)/>/>rnjf Ian- 
yon: till whisn, I will give yon the gaage: and say, **That, surely, 
snbstance of what 1 wrote him he has the less reason to think ^o 
yesterday. ^ ^ hardly of his situation , jsince bis 

I take hiip severely to task for faulty morals are the cause of all; 
his freedom in threatening me, and since faulty morals deservcid- 
throngh yon, ^ith-a visit to Mr. ly level all distinction, and bring 
Solmes, or to my. brother. I ^ay, down rank and birth to the 



**Thai)' snrely, Linnst be thought 

^ to be a cteature fit to bear any 

-^4kinff ; ttkik violence and menaced 

MSron^^ttOme of my own family are 

not'CMUgh for me to -^ bear, iii 

order to make me avoia Mm; but 

that I must have them from* him 

too , if I oblige those whom it is 

both my incTinatvm and lluty to 

oblige in every thing that is 

reasonable, and in my power." 



Canaille f and to the necessity 
which he so much regrets ,. of SLp- 
peering (if I must descend to his 
utnguage) as an even-dropper and 
a Ihief, And then I forbid him 
ever to expect another lett^ from 
mo that is tq subiect him to such 
disgraceful hardships. 

*^As to. the solemn vows and 
. protestatioiis he is so ready, upon 
I all occasions, to make, they have 



'* Very extraordinary,! tell him, ' the less weight withine^^lf)|npp, 
that a violent spirit shall threaten as they give a kind of demonsfjra- 
to do a rash and nnjustifiabloitipn, that he himself, from his own 
thing, which concerns me but a^'chs^acter, thinks there is reaman 
little, and himself a gpreat deal, if-fo inake tnem. Deed^ are to me 
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the only evidence of intentions, h&vid much tm ivAnen^ oyer every 
And I am more and more oon> body, and arie'so'detdnninfed; M» 
▼inced of tbe necessity of break- pique themselves upon sabdning^ 



ing off a correspondence with a 
person "tvhos^ addresses I s^ it is 
impoissible either^ td expect my 
friends to iencouragc, or him to 
deserve that they should. 

«* W^at therefore I repeatedly 



me, and carry ins their noidt; that 
I despair that tiiey wul: — and. 
yet, if they ddnot, I frankly own, 
I would Aot scrapie to throw my* 
self VLpon any not disreputame 
protection,1liy which I might avoid 



djesiress, that since bis burth, at ^ my present persecutions on one 
trances, and expectations ^ are! hand, and not give Mr. Lovelace 
8|ich as will at any time, if his im- advantage ovei:. me on the other 
inoral clxaracter be not an objee> | — that is to say, were tiiere mani- 
tion, procure him at least equal festly no ttther way left me: for if 
advantages in a woman whose there were, I should think the 
taste and inclinations moreover leaving* my father's house, with- 
mlght be better adapted to his | out his consent, one of the most 
own: I insist upion it, as well as inexcusable fictions I could be 
advise .'it, that he give up all guilty of, were the protection to 
thoughts of me: and the rather, be ever so unexceptionable; and 
as he has all' along ^by his, this notwithstandme the inde- 
threateniug' an^ " unpolite be- ^pendent fortune wil^ me by my 
haviour to mv friends, and when- grandfather. And indeed I nave 
cfvcr he speaks of them) given me , often reflected with a degree of 
reason to conclude, that there is indignation and disdain upon the 
more malice to them than regard thought of what a low. sdfisli 
to me in his perseverance.** 'creature that child must be, who 

This is the substance of the let- is to be reined in only by the hopes 
t^r 1 have written to him. jof what a parent can or wil) do 

'The man, to be sure, mus^ have for her. 
the penetration to observe, thatj But, notwithstaudiag ^11 this, I 
m^. correspondence with him owe it to the sincerit|r of fnend* 
I^fterto is owing more to the ship to confess,. that 2, know«^t 
severity I meet with than to a'whatIjrAofi/(/havedone,liac(jK{|ir 
very high value for him. And so advice been conclusive any way. 
I would have him think. What a Had you , my dear, been witness 
worse than Moloch deit^ is that, to my different emotions as I read 
which expects an offering of your letter, when in one place yott 
reason, duty, and discretion, to advise me of my danger if I am 
be made to its shrine ! carried to my uncle's ; .m another. 

Your mother is of opinion , you when you own you coidd not bcMur 
Itay, that.a(/a!!?^ my friends will re- what i bear, and would do any 
lent. Heaven grant' that they thine rather than marry the man 
may. But my brother and sister you nate; yet, in another, "^ 



262 



THB HISTORY OF 



piesent to me mv reputation suf- 
SBiing in the world's eye; and the 
necessity I should be under to 
justify mj eondttct at the expense 
of my friends, were I to take a 
rash step: in another, insinuate 
the dishonest figure I should be 
forced to make in so compelled a 
matrimony; endeaTOuring to ca- 
jole, fawn upon, and play the hy- 
pocrite with a man to whom I 
naye an aversioQ, who would have 
reason to believe me an hypocrite, 
as well !from my former ayowals, 
as from the sense he must have (if 
common sense he has) of his own 
demerits: -* The necessity you 
think there would be for me, the 
more averse I really was , to seem 
the fonder of him: a fondness 
(were I capable of so much dis- 
simulation) that would be im- 
putable to disgraceful motives; as 
it would be visible thatlpve, either 
of person or mind, could be neither 
of them — thenhis undoubted, his 
even, constitutional Tiarrowness; 
bis too probable jealousy and un- 
ibrgivineness, bearing in mind my 
declared aversion, and the un- 
feigned despiffhts I took all op- 
portunities to ao him, in order to 
discouirage his address; a pre- 
fJBreifce^ avowed against him nrom 
the same mojtiye; with the pride 
ho nrpfesses to take in curbing 
. ana sinking the spirits of a woman 
he had acquired a riffht to ty- 
rannize over: had you, I say, been 
witness of laj different emotions 
ai{ I read; now leaning this way, 
now that; now [perplexed; now 
apprehensive; now angry atone, 
then at another; now resolving; 



now doubting: -:- yop would have 
seen the power you have over me; 
and would have had reason to be- 
lieve,, that) had you i^ivcn* ycur 
advice in any detenmned or po- 
sitivQ manner, Z had been ready 
to have been concluded by it. So, 
my dear, you will find, from these 
acknowledgments, that you must 
justify^me to those laws of friend- 
ship, which require undisguised 
frankness of heart, although your 
justification of me in that par- 
ticular will perhaps be at the ex- 
pense of my prudence. 

But, upon the whole, this I do 
repeat — that nothing but the /a.</ 
extremity shall make me abandon 
my father's hou8e,if they will per- 
mit me to stay; and if 1 can, by 
any means, by any honest pre- 
tences, but keep offm^ evil des- 
tiny in it till my cousm Morden 
arrives.. As one of my trustees, 
Az!s is a protection into which I 
may, without discredit, throw my- 
self, if my other friends should re- 
main determined. And this (al- 
though they seem too well aware 
of it) is all my hope; for, as to 
Lovelace, were 1 to be sure of his 
tenderness, and even of his refor- 
mation^ must not the thoughts of 
embracing the offered protection 
of his family, be the same thing in 
the world's eye as . accepting of 
hiji own? — Could I avoid re- 
ceiving his visits at his own rel^r 
tions? Must I not behis, whatever 
(on seeing him in a nearer ligh^ I 
should find him out tp be? ^or 
you know, it has always been my 
observation, that vexy few people 
in courtship see each other as they 
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are. OhUmj dear, how wise have What anuneasj^tate is suspense'! 
I endeavoured to be ! how anxious —When a naked sword too, seems 
to choose and to avoid every thing, hanging over one^s head) 
precautioushf , as I may say, that I hear nothing but what this 
inight make me happy or un-! confident creature Betty throws 
happy; yet all my wisdom now, out ii^ the wantonness of office, 
by a strange fatality, likely to be* Now it is, why, miss, don't you 
come foolishness! took- up your things J You'll be 

Thenyoutell me, in your usual, called upon, depend upon it, 
kindly-partial manner, what is es-j before you are aware.- Another 
pected of me more than would be | time she intimates darkly, and 
of some others. This should be a in broken sentences (as if on pur- 
lesson to me. Whatever my mo- ! pose to tease me) what one say^s, 
tivea were, the world woula not what another; with their inquiries 



know them : to complain of a iHro- 
ther's unkindness, thait^ indeed, I 
might do: differences between 
brothers and 4sisters, where in-i 
ter^ts dasE, but too commonly 
arise: but where the severe father 
cannot be separated, from the 
faulty brother; who opuJd beax to 
lightieii herself by loading a fa- 
ther? -^ Then, in this partlculiuc 
case, must nc^ the halared Mr. 
Lovelaee expreswos^ to ,every one 
of my fmnily. (althongh in return 
for Umr haitred of Ujn) shock one 
extremely? Must it not shewi, that 
there is something implacable , as 
well as highly, unpolite, in his 
temper? — And wh9<t: dre^ture 
can think of mairying so as tQ,bQ 
out of all hopcA ever to be on 



happir terms with her own nearest ^ 
and oearest retsttio^is ?: 

But here^ haying tired qnvself, 
and 2 d^re say ijou, I iml lay 
downmy.tien. 

Mir. Solm^ is almost continit- 
ally here: so !d nofy aunt Hervey : 
soaren^twoundea* Something 
is workmg against me, I doubt i 



how I dispose of my time? Andfmy 
broth^'s insolent question' -comes 
frequently in,, whether J am not 
writing a history of my sufferings? 

But I am now used to hef pert- 
ness: and as it is only through 
that that J can hear, of any thiujgp 
intended against n^e , before it is 
to be put m execution; and as, 
when she is most impertinent, she 
pleads a commission for it, I bear 
witt^her: yet, nOw and then, not 
without It Uttle of the heart-bum, 

I will deposit thus far. Adieu, 
my dear, . . Ci4^biss^ Hablo wb. 

Written on the cover, qfter she 
went down y mthapmeiL 

Pq coming do^, I found your 
second letter of yesterday's datt^.'*' 
i h^ve read it^ and am in hopes 
that the enclosed will in a great 
mec^ura answer your mother^ ex- 
pectations of me. 
, My most respectful acknow- 
ledgments to her for it, and for 
her verv kind adm<^nitions. 

You'll read ,to h^ what you 
please of the enclosed, 

* See tbe next Letter* 
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-xJ^rriSR Lvm. 7^^ ^,^^® ^^ ^^ sxoHttsH is the 

Mi- How. i.iri..e.«u« H-1.W.. j q«||«o» J ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ ,;^y ;^^ 

^ Sfti. March S5. - be thought to havo' Tery violent 

I FOLLOW my l&t^f this date hkclinations [aad what nice young 
by command. I meiitS^iied in my creature would have that sup- 
former my moiherXopiiiion(^ the posed?} which she could not giye 
merit you would ha^ if ^ou could up; or a yery stubborn will; iraich 
oblige your friendi' agaitist your she would not; or, thirdly, have 
own inclination/ Our conference parents she was indifferent about 
upon this subject was introduced obli^ng. 

by the conversation we had had xou know my mother now-and- 
with Sir Harry E^owneton; and then argues very notably; always 
my mother thmks it of so much very warmly at least. I happen 
importance, that she enjoins me dften to^ differ from her; and we 
to give you the particfulars of it. both think so well of our own 
I the rather comply, as I was un- arguments , that we verjr seldom: 
able in my last to tell'what to ad- are so happy as to convince one 
vise ' ' '" * ^^~ 

this 
nion 

what the i&or/eTs would "be, were Anglic^, too pert: I, thM she Is 
it only to know what she knows, too wiiie; that is to say, being like- 
and not so much as I kkiow. , wise put into English, noi^oyotiti^ 

My mother argues upon this as she has been : ' in short ,' is grown 
case in a most disoouragmg man- so much into mother that she has 
ner for all such of our sex as look forgotten sh€l ever was a daughter, 
forward for happiness in marriage So, generally^ * we call another 
withrthe man of their choice. cause by consedt ^ yet fall into 

Only^tjhatlknowshehasaside the old one half a dozen times 
« view to heir di&ughter; who, at the over, wtihout consent^ quitting 
Sfune time that she now prefers no and resuming , with'*" halt angry 
'' c^aia.iin6ther, jralues not the faces, forced into a^smile, that 
man n^ mother most regards of there migfal be some toom to piece 
one farthing, or I should lay it together again': but go to bra. if 
more to heart. bed- time, a little' sullen nevertner^ 

What is there in it, ss^^ she, less: or, if we speak y her 'silence 
that all this bustle is about? Is it is broken with an w! Nancy!' 
such a mighty matter for a young you are so lively! so quick! I wisb^ 
wotnan to give up her inclinations you were less like your papa, 
to oblige her friends? child. -> ' 

Very well, mj mamma, thought I pay it off with thinking, tiiat 
I! Now may you ask this — at my mother has no reason to dis- 
FOBTvyoumay — but what would claims share in her Nancy: and 
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if the matter go off with greater 
severity on her side than I wish 
for, then her favonrite Hickman 
faxes the worse for it next day. 

I know I am a saucy creature. 
I know, if I do not say so you will 
think so. So no more of tnis just 
n<)w. What I mention it for, is to 
tell you, that on this seriotisiocca- 
sioni will omit, ;if I c^, 'all that 
passed between us that had an air 
of flippancy on my pi&rt, or quick- 
ness on my mother's, to l^t you 
into the cool and the cogent of the 
ebn'^ersation. 

''Look through the families," 
said she.; ''which we both know, 
where tna man and the woman 
h|i?e been said to marry'for love; 
which (at the time it is so called) 
IS perhi^9s no more than a passion 
begun in folly or thoughtlessness, 
aiid carried on from a spirit of 
lierterseness and opposition [here 
wfi had a parenthetical debate, 
which I omit]; and see if they 
appear to be hapj^ier than those 
wnose principal inducement to 
marry nas been convenience, or 
to oblige their friends; or even 
wiiether they are .generally so 
^ppy: for convenience and dutyy 
wiiere observed, will afford a |)er- 
manent^ and even an increasing 
satisfaction (as well at the time as' 
ii|K>n the reflection) which seldotn 
fnl to reward themselves: whiid 
taoCf if love be the motive, is an 
idle passion, [idle in omb sbhss my 
mother cmmot say: for love is as 
busy as a monkey^ and as nUschiev- 
ous cts a school-boy] — "It is a fer- 
vor that, like aU other fervors^ 
lasts but a little while after mar- 



jriage; a bow over-strained, that 
soon returns to its natural bent. 

'*As it is founded generally 
upon mere notional excellencies, 
which were unknown to the per- 
sons themselves till attributed to 
either by the other: one, two, or 
three months, .viifHisilly sets all 
ri^ht on both sidea^ ^ and then 
with opened eyes they^^inj^ of 
each other — just as evei^lbody , 
else thoueht'of them before. 
^"The lover's imaginaries [her 
own notable word!] are by that<» 
time .gone off; nature and old . 
habits (painfully dispensed with . 
or concealed) return; disguises 
thrown aside, all we moles, «^ 
freckles, and defects in the minds 
of etich discover themselves j and 
'tis -well if each do not sink m the "■ 
opinion of the other as much be- ^ 
low the common standard as the ; 
blinded imagination of both had \ 
set them above it. And now the *. 
fond pair, who knew no felicity . 
out of each other's company, are . 
so far from finding the never-end- . ; 
ing variety each had proposed in ;« 
an unrestrained conversation with 
the other (when they seldom were 
together, and always parted with . 
something to say^ or on recollect > 
tion, when parted, wishing they 
had said).;'- that 'they are con- 
tinually^iQn. the win^ m pursuit of 
amns^mentf ' out of jthemselves; . 
and those, <^nolqyd^d my BUg^ 
mamma, [4id^yo«iBmk her wis- . 
d'om ai^verymeSi&riit] will perhaps 
be the livelier to each in which . 
the other has no share." . 

I told my mother, that if f 
were to take any xash step 



866 TBB HBROBT OV 



would be owing to the indiMfeet 
Tiojenee of jout friends. I was 
afraid, I said, tiuU these reflec* 



baetward^ and allow fiir«tiieir 
cliildreii*s yoath and natural viva- 
city; in otlier words, for ibai 



tions upon the condoet of people; lively hopes , nnabated by time, 



in the married state, who might] nnaceompanied by reflection, and 
set out with better hopes, were imcheeked by disappointnient; 
bat too wdl grounded : but that? Things appear to ns au in a veiy 
this must be allowed me, that if: different light at our entrance 
children weighed not these mat- noon a faToorite party,' or toor; 
ters so thoronghly as thejr ought,! wnen, with golden prospects, and 
neither did parents make those | high expectations, we rise vigor- 
allowanees for youth, inclination, ons ana fresh like the son oe- 
and inexperience, wmch had been; ginniiM^ its morning course; from 
found necessary to be made for. what ther do, when we sit down 
themselves at their children's time at the end of our views, tired, and 
of life. preparing for our joum^ home* 

I remembered a letter, I toldj ward: for then we take into oor 
her, hereupon , which you wrote! reflection what we had left out in 
a few montlis tigp, personating an propped, the fatigues, the checks, 
anonymous elderW lady (in Bfr.lthe hazards, we had met with; 
Wyeiney *s day or plaguing you) . and make a true estimate of plea- 
to Miss Dray ton*8 mother, whOy'sures, which from our raised ex- 
by her severity and re8toaints,(pectatioii8 must necessarily have 
had like to have driven the young; fallen miserably short of what we 
lady into the very fault agunst/ had promised ourselves at setting 
which her mother was most soli- 1 out. — Notiiing but experience 
citous to guard her. And I dared can give ns a strong and efficar 
to say, she would be pleased, cious conviction of thjis difference: 
with it i and when we would.infeoleate tlie 

I fetched the first draught of^ fruits of (hat upon the miiids of 
it, with which, at my request,' those we love, who have not lived 
yon obliged me at the time; and long enough to find those fr^ts; 
read the whole letter to my mo-' and would hope, tiiat our -azotes 
ther. But the following passage should have as much force upon 
she made me read\twice. I think (hem as experience has upon us; 
yon once told me you had not a and which, perhaps, our parents' 
copy of this letter. * ^ j advice had not upon ourselves at 

"Permit me, >madam , [says the our daugh1»rs* time of tife ; should 
personated ' «^ve<( wiilierj to ob- . we not proceed by patient reason- 
serve, that if persons of your ex- ing ana gentleness, that wemiay 
periencewdttldfaaveyounff^people not harden whe^.we would con- 
look /br2/;ard, in order to be wiser vince? For,madain,thetenderest 
atid better by their advioe, it and most generous minds, when 
would, be kind in them to look harshly treated, become generally 
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the most inflexible. If the young 
lady knows her Jieart to be right, 
however defective her head may 
be for want of age And ezperiencey 
she will be apt to be very tena- 
cious. And if she believes her 
friends to be wrong, although 
perhaps they may be only so in 
their methods of treating her, 
how much will every unkind cir- 
cumstance on the parent's part, 
or heedless one on the child's, 
though ever so slight in itself, 
widen the difference t The parent's 
prejudice in disfavour will confirm 
the daughter's in favour of the 
same person ; and the best reason- 
'mss m the world on either side 
will be attributed to tiiat preju- 



will be convinced: a perpetual 
opposition ensUeft: the parent 
grows impatient; the child de- 
sperate: and, as a too natural 
consequence, that falls out which 
the mother was most afindd of, 
and which possibly had not hap- 
pened < if the chilas passions had 
been only M, not dnvetn" 

My mother was pleased with 
the whole letter: and said, it de 



gives himself the liberties he is 
said to take ; and who indeed 
himself denies not the accusation ; 
having been heard to declare, 
that he will do all the mischief he 
can to the sex, ui revenge for the 
ill usage and broken vows of his 
first love, at a time when he was 
too young [his own expression it 
seems] to be insincere. 

I replied, that I had heard every 
one say, that the lady meant 
really used him ill ; that it affected 
him so much at the time, that he 
was forced to travel upon it; and 
to drive her out of his heart ran 
into courses which he had inge- 
nuousness himself to condemn: 
that, however, he had denied that 



dice. In short, neither of them he had thrown out such menaces 



against the sex when charged 
with them by me in your pre- 
sence; and declared himself in- 
capable of so unjust and unge- 
nerous a resentment against all 
for the perfidy of one. 

You remember this, my dear; 
as I do your innocent observation 
upon it, that you could believe his 
solemn asseveration and denial: 
** For surely," said you, " the man 



served to have the success it met who would resent, as the highest 
with. But asked me what excuse indignity that could be offered to 
could be offered, fori^ young lady a gentleman, the imputation of 
capable of making such reflec-,a wilful falsehood, would not be 
tions (and who at her time of life guiltj^X^f one.'' 
could so well assume the eharacter J I msisted upon the extraordi- 
of one of riper years) if sb^ should narjr circtimstanees in .your case, 
rush into any fatal mistake her- particulai^izing them. I took no- 
self V- {tice, that Mr. Lbvelace's morals 
She then touched upou the mo- were at one time no objections 
ral ch^acter of Mr- Lovelace; and with yoiir relations tfor Arabella 
how reasonable the aversion of ihtit tnen much was Duilt upon ^ 
your relations is to a man who family, and more upon his p 
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and leanung, which made it out littie merit he haiy by giriDe him, 
of doubt that he miffht be re- on all occasions, more man I 
claimed hy a woman of virtue and think he can desenre, and entering 
prudence: [and pray forgive me him into comparisons in which it 
TOT mentioning it] I ventured to is impossible but ,he must he a 
add . ' that although your family sufferer. And now fpreposteroos 
mightbegoodsortof folks, as the partiality!] she thought, for Aa- 
world went, yet nobody imputed part, that Mr. Hickman, bafiag 
to any of them but to you a very that nis face indeed was not bo 
punctilious concern for religion or smooth, nor his complexion q uite 
piety — therefore were they the so good, apd saving that he was 
less mtitled to object to defects of not so pVe^mjng and so bold 
that kind in others. Then, what (which ougpt to be no fault with, 
an odious man, said I, have they 'a modest wo^an) equalled Mr. 
picked out, to supplant in a lady s ^ Lovelace at any hour of the day. 
idOTpctions one of the finest figures j Xo avoid entering further, into 

?^.*. ™*'^» ^^^ ^"? °*!*^ ^^^ *»w.such an mcomparoft/e comparison, 
tanlUant parts, and other accom- , i gaid, I did not believe, had they 
plishments, whatever his morals left you to your own way^ ai^d 

"^•^^ *u • • * J xv ^treated you generously, thatyqu 

Sull my inother insisted, that would have had the thought.of 
tli^re was the greater merit in encouraging any man whouL.ttor, 
your obedience on that account; djgii^ea ^r-^ 

aiidnrged, thattheiehardlyever[ Then! Nancy, catching me up, 
was a, very handsome and a very al *"**"» -'^.•""/t i-wt»*Mfiij5.ii#i*.i«i», 
.^«rW«l?manwiw^»..^^ TJLaI. ' ***« excuso IS Icss-^for, ifso, mnst 

Sd^'le^rnate'ttandr^^^ ll^r'^^^l^/^^'^^ 
Skt -they were gj;nerally such than /«»e^ the case? 

Narcissuses, as to imagine every 
woman ought to think as highly 
of them as they did of themse^es. 
There was no danger from that 
consideration here, I said, because 
the lady h^d still greater ad- 
vantages, both of person and 
mind, than the man ; graceful and 
eleeant as he most be allowed to 
be beyond most of his sex. 
' ' She catmbt ^ijdure to hear me 
praise any^mlui j^ut her favourite 



Not so, neither, madam: for T 
knowMiss Clarissa Harlowe would 
prefer Mr. Lovelace to all men, if 
morals — 

IF, Nancy! — That i/is every 
thing. — Do you really think she 
loves Mr. Lovelace? 
. What would you have had me 
to say, mv dear? — I won't tell 
yon what i did say : but had I not 
said what I did who would ^ave 

^ ^__^ believedme? / #n ^ 

Hickman: upon whom, neverthe- Besides, I knpw you love nim!! 



less^she gel^erally brines a degree 
of x^tempt which lie would 



— £xc,^8e me, my dear :. yet if vou 
deny it, what do you but reflect 



c^Bcape, did she not lessen the upon yourself , as if you thought 
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you ought not to allow yourself in expected of a youoj^ lady of her 

#bs^ voa cannot help doine? I unbounded generosity and ereat- 

.^^ Indecdyinadam, said I, the man ness of mind, that she should deny 

^is worthy 6t any woman^s love [t/, herself 'when she can oblige all h&r 

^ fi^akiy 1 could say] — biilb hep pa- family by so doing — no less than 

rents — tenor a dozen perhaps the nearest 

Her parents, Nancy — ^ [you and dearest to her of all theper- 

knaw, my dear, how my mother^ sons in the world, an iodulgent 

who' accuses her dai]{g)iter of father di^d mother at the head of 

quicki^ess, is evermore interrupt- , them. It' 'may be fancy only on 

ins one !] . . ,. [ her side ; but^parents look deeper : 

May take wrong measures, said and will nolMiss Clarissa Harlo we 

1 — ^5 , j give, up hef/anc^ to te^ parents* 

Ciinnot do wrong — they have judgment t - •» 

reason f II warrant , I 1 said a ^eat deal lapi^ii. tms 

By which they may provoke a judgment suojeCt: all tha;t;>]>y^u 

young woman, said I, to do rash could wish I should sajr; and i^l 

thing8,'whichotherwiseshe would J that your extraordinary case 

^7 riot do. . . J allowed me to say. Andmymo- 

But jf it. be a rash thin^ [re-jther was so sensible of the force 

',\ turned she] should she do it r. A of it, that she charged me not to 

prudent daughter will not wilfully write to you any part of my an- 

J err, because her parents err^ if swer to what she said; but only 

' tlbiey were to err: if she do, the what she herself had#advauced: 

world which blames the parents lest, in so critical a case, it shoulu 

will not acquit the child. All that induce you to take measures 

can be said in extenuation of a which might give us both reason 

daughter's error in this case, (me forgiving it, you' for fpllow- 

arises from a kind consideration ing it) to repent it a^ long as we 

which Miss Clary's letter to Lady lived. 

Drayton pleads for, to be paid to | And thus , my dear, have I set 
her daughter's youth and inex-'my mother's arguments before 
perience. And will such an ad- you. And the rather as I cannot 
mirable young person as Miss myself tell what io^vise you to do 
Clarissa Marlowe, whose prudence, ' — you know httst> your own heart; 
as we see, qualifies her to be an and what that will let you do., ^,. 
adviser ''or persons much older ^ Kobin ui^ertaken to deposit 
thkn hefs^lf, take shelter under this very early, Jhsit yoji may 
- sojpppr a covert? have an opportfinity to receive it 

, ' '^^ L^t her know, Nancy, what I by your first morning airing. 
^ say: and I'charee you ta repre- Heaven guide and direct you for 
sent further to her, that let her the best, is the incessant pi^y 
dislike one man and approve of^ i our ever-affectio^at 

another ever so much, it will be amsla 
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Miu Claitow Bariowtt to IBm Howe. 
' SundAy aflemooB. 

I AM ia great apprehenrioiu- 
Tet cannot help repeating my 
humble thanks to your mother 
and yon, for yonr last faTonr. I 
hope her kind end is answered by 
the contents of mj last Tet I 
mnst not think it enough to 
acknowled^ her goodness to me | 
with a pencd only, on the cover of 
a letter sealed up. A few lines 
give me leave to write with regard 
to my anonymous letter to Lady 
Drayton. If I did not at that time 
tell you, as I believe I did^ that my • 
excellent Mrs. Norton gave me her 
assistance in that letter, I now] 
acknowledge that she did. 

Pray let your mother know 
this, for two reasons: ctoe, that 
I may not^be thought to arro«ite 
to mysel^a discretion which does 
not belong to mc: the other that 
1 may not suffer by the severe but 
just inference she was pleased to 
draw J doubling my faults upon 
me, if I myself should act un- 
worthy of the advice I was sup- 
posf d to give. 

Before I come to what most 
nearly affects me, I must chide 
you once more for the severe, the 
veri/ severe tbinssyou mention of 
our family, to the disparagement 
of their MORALS. Indeed, my 
dear, I wonder^^at you! '-^ A 
slighter occasion might have 
passed me, after I have written to 
you so often to so little purpose 
on this topic. But, affecting as 
my own circumstances are, lean- 



not pass by without aumadver- 
sion, the reflection I need not re- 
peat in words. 

There is not a worthier woman 
in England than my mother. Nor 
is my father that man you some- 
times make him. Excepting in 
one point, I know not any family 
which lives more up to their duty 
than the prindpats of onrs. A 
little too unctfmmunicativefor their, 
great circumstances — that is all. 
— Why, then, have they not rea- 
son to insist upon unexception- 
able- morals in a man whose 
sought-for relationship to them, 
by a marriage in their family, 
they have certainly a right either 
to fulow of or to disallow. 

Another line or two, before 1 
am engrossed by my own con- 
cerns ^ upon your treatment of 
Mr. Hickman. Is it, do you think, 
generous to revenge upon an in- 
nocent person the displeasure you 
receive from another quarter, 
wherel doubt you are a trespasser 
too? — But one thing 1 could tell 
him; and yon had not best pro- 
voke me to it: it is this, that no 
woman uses ill the man she does 
not absolutely reject, but she has 
it in her heart to make him 
amends, when her tyranny has 
had its run, and he has completed 
the measure of his services and 
patience. My mind is l)ot enough 
at eas^ to push • this^ matter 
further. ^ ^ 

I will nov^ give yot|-]lh^ occa- 
sion of my present apprehensions. 

I had reason to fear, as I men- 
tioned in mine of this morning, 
that a storm was brewing. Mr. 
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Solmes came home from church 
this aftemooa^with my brother. 
Soon after, Betty brought me up 
a letter, without sayiug from 
whom-. It was in a cover, and 
directed bjr a. hand I never saw 
before ; as if it were supposed that 
I would not receive and op<en it, 
had I known from whom it cimie. 
These are the contents: 

TO MISS CLARISSA HABLOWa* 
DBARMT VADAM, ' Sanda7,"Marc]) 26. 

I TBiMK myself a most unhappy 
man, in that! have never yet been 
able to pay my respects to you 
with youre consent, for one halfe- 
hour. 1 have something to com- ' 
municat to tou that concemes 
yon much, it you be pleased to { 
admit me to youre speech. Youre ^ 
honour is concerned in it, and the ' 
honour of all youre familly. 'It 
relates to the designes of one 
whom yon are said to valew more 
than he desarves; and to some of 
his reprobat actions; which I am 
reddie to give you convincing 
proofes of the truth of. I may ap- 
pear to be iDtcrested in it: but 
neverthelesse, I am reddie to 
make oathe, that every tittle is 
true : and you will see wnat a man 
you are sed to favour. But I hope 
not so, for your owne honour. 

Pray, madam, vouchsafe me a 
hearing, as you valew your ho- 
nour and famill;^: which will 
oblidge, dearest miss, 
'^ ' Ywa^ most humble and most 
f aith^l seryaut, " booer solmes. 

I waite below for the hope of 
admittaaee. 



I have no manner of doubt, that 
this is a poor device to «et this 
man into m^ company. X would 
have sent down a verbal answer; 
but Betty refused to carry any 
message which should prohibit 
his visiting me. So I was obliged 
either to see him or to write to 
him. I wrote therefore an answer, 
of which I shall send you the 
rpagh draught. And now my 
heart aches for ^hat may follow 
from it: for I hear a great hurry 
below. 



TOROaSBSOLMBS, BSQ. 
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Whatevbb yon have to commu- 
nicate to me, which concerns my 
honour, may, as well be done by 
writing as by word of mouth. If 
Mr< Lovelace is any of my concern, 
I know not that therefore he ou^bt 
to be yours: for the usage I receive 
on your account [I must think it 
so':] is iO ^ar8h, that were there 
not such a man in the world as Mr. 
Lovelace J I would not wish to see 
Mr. Solmes, no, not for one half- 
hoar, in the way he is pleased to 
be desirous to see me. 1 never can 
be in any danger from Mr. Love- 
lace (ana of consequence cannot 
be afrected by any of your disco- 
veries) if the proposal I made be 
accepted. You have been ac- 
quainted with it, no doubt. If 
noty be pleased to let m^ friends 
know, that if theyiwill rid me of 
my apprehensions of one gentle- 
man. I will rid them of t&irs of 
another: and then, of what coh- 
sequeuce to them or to me will it 
be, whether Mr. Lovelace I 
good man or ft bad? And if n- 
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ikem, nor to me, I lee not how it detervedof yoa sueh a&iint,..»«^ 
ean DO of any to you. Batif yov nem as you shew to go to hu 
do. I have nothine to say to that; house. 

and it wfll be a Christian part, if. Yon don*t know the wiekedness 
yonvaUezpostolatewithhimnpon of the man for whose sake yoa 
the errors yon have diseoTered, think it worth while to qnaml 
and endeaTonr to make him as with all yonr friends, 
good a man as , no donbt , yon are ' Yon most notanswer me. There 
yourself^ or yoa wonld not be so will be no end of that '^\ 

ready to detect and expose Atm. | Yon know not the afiflietiom. vpu 
Exeose me, sir: bnt after my give to every body; but to uoue 
former letter to yon , and yonr nn- more than to "^ ^^^ 

generoQsperseyerance; and after Yoor affectionate annt, 
tnis attempt to avail yonrself at] DoEOTHrHwaT. 

the expense ^ofan(»ther man's* 

diaracter, rather than by your. Forbid to write to my aant,'I' 
own proper merit, I see not that took a bolder Hbertr* I wrote a 
you can blame any asperity in her few lines to my mother, beseech- 
whom yon have so largely contri- ing her UT procure me leave to 
bated tamake unhappy. | throw myself at my father^j^'feet 

Cl. H aslowe. I and her's, if I m u«/ go Tnobodj^ else 

Sandmy night P^??*) t*? ^^. P"Tt" H ^® 

Myfatherwasforcomingnpto«^i^"J«.^,'?*^.«»^e^ ^^ *>^P» 
me in great wrath it seems; but fJod their blessings; and to receiye 
was pwsuaded to the contrary, their coinmands as to my removal, 
My avmt Hervey was permitted to fP^ ^^ ^^^ ^o' »*» ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

send me this that follows.— Quick "P^*. ^ . ,, ^. . • 

wftrt tnvdpjLrf **What ncw bolqness thwl — 

worE, my aear i . ^^^ .^ ^^^^, ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

TO KISS CLABissA HARLOws. to obey," was my motherV angry 
nscK, ^answer, with my letter returned 

EvxBT body is now convinced, unopened. i 

that nothibg is to be done With But Uiat I might omit nothing 
you by war of gentleness or per- that had ai^ appearance of dutjr, 1 
suasion. Your* mother will not wrote a few lines to my father bim- 
permit you to stay hi the house: self,, to the same purpose; beg- 
for your father is so incensed by glng, that he would not turn me 
* yonr strauge letter to his friehd, out of his house without his oless- 
that she knows not what will be ing. But this, torn in two pieces, 
the consequence if you do. So, and unopenea, was broug|it me 
you are commanded to get ready up again by Betty, with an air, 
togo to your uncle Antony's with- one hand held up, the other ex- 
out delay . tended ; die torn letter in her open 
Your unde thioks he has not palm; and a see here!— What a 
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sad thing is this? — Nothing will 
do but daty , miss! — Your papa 
said, let her tell me of deeds I — 
m receive no words from her: and 
so he tore the letter, and flung the 
pieces at my head. 

So desperate my case, I was 
resolyed not to stop even at tiiis 
repube. I took my pen, and ad- 
dressed mvself to my uncle Har- 
k>we, inclosing that which mv 
mother had returned unopened, 
and the torn unopened one sent to 
my father; having first hurried off 
a transcnpt for you. 

My uncle was goin^ home, and 
it was delivered to him just as he 
stepped into his chariot. What 
may be the fate of it therefore I 
cannot know till to-morrow. 

The following is a copy of it. 

TO JOHH HIBLOWB , ESQ. 
KT DSAB AXD BySH-HOHOURID UHOLS, 

I HAVE nobody now but you , to 
whom I can apply with hope, so 
much as to have my humble ad- 
dresses, opened and read. My 
aunt Hervey has given me com- 
mands which I want to have ex- 
plained; but she has forbid me 
writing to her. Hereupon I took 
the lio^rty po write to my father 
and mother: you will see, sir, by 
the torn one, and by the other 
(both unopened^ what has been 
the result Tms, sir, perhaps 
YOU already know: but, as you 
know not the contents of the dis- 
graced letters, I beseech* you to 
read them both , that you may be 
A witness for me, that thev are 
not filled either with complaints 
or ezpostulations,noroontam any- 

OoHtsa, I. 



thing undutifnl. Give me leave to 
say, sir, that if deafeared anger 
wul neither grant me a hqaring, 
nor what I unite a perusal, some 
time hence the hara-heartedness 
may be regretted. I beseech you, 
dear, good sir, to let me mow 
what is meant ny sending me to 
my uQcle Antony's house, rather 
than to your*s, or to my aunt 
Heryey's, or elsewhere? If it be 
for what I apprehend it to be , life 
will not be supportable upon the 
terms. I beg also to know when I 
am to be turned out of doors! — 
My heart strongly sives me, that 
if once I am compelled to leave this 
house, I never shall see it more. 

It becomes me, however, to de- 
clare, that I write not this through 
perverseness, or in resentment 
God knows my heart, I do not! 
But the treatment I apprehend I 
shall meet with, if earned to my 
other unclie*s, will, in all pro- 
bability ^ give the finishing stroke 
to the distresses, the un&served 
distresses I will be bold to call 
them, of 

Your once highly favoured, 
But now unhappy , 
Cl. Haslowb. 



LilTTEB LX. 
MiM CQarista Harlowe to M lii Howe. 

Monday morning, March 27. 

This morning^ early my uncle 
Harlowe came hither. He sent up 
the inclosed ver^ tender letter. ^ It 
has made me wish I could obliee 
him. You will see how Mr, 
Solmes*s ill aualities are glossr 
ever in it What blemishes d 
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affection ijidel ^ But perhaps. Don't yon know where it is written, 
they may'siff to me , what famls ' that »ofi answers turn away wrath f 
does antipatby'l^riiig to light ! But if you will trust to your sharp 
Be pleased to s^u'me back this pointed wit von may wound: yet 
letter of my imcle t)]^ the first re- a club will beat down a swordc 
turn. ^' " and how can you expect that th^ 

fSoaday nigbt, or ntber Hondi^ ^^0 ^c hurtby you will not hurt 

moraini^C^ you again? Was this the way YOU 

I MUST answer tou> though used to take to make us all adore 

against ray own resolution. Every'^ofuasVedid? — No, it was your 

body loves you, and you know gentleidess of heart and manners 

they do. The very ground you, thSf 'made, every body, even 



walk upon is dear to most of us. 
But how can we resolve to see you? 
There is no standing against your 
looks and language. It is ourlove 
makes us dccnne to see you. How 
can we , when you are resolved not 
to do what we are resolved you 
shall do? I never, for my part, 
loved any creature as L loved you 
from your infancy till now. And 
indeed, as I have often said, never 
was there a young creature so de- 
serving of our love. But what is 
come to you now! Alas! alas! my 
dear kinswoman, how you fail in 
the trial ! 

1 have read the letters you in- 
closed. At a proper time I may 
shew them to my oroiher and sis- 
ter. But they will receive nothing 
from you at present. 

For my part, 1 could not read 
your letter to me without being 
unmanned. How can you be so 
unmoved yourself, yet be so able 
to move every body else? How 
could you send such a letter to Mr. 
Solmes? Fie upon you! How- 
strangely are you altered! 

Then to treat your brother and 
sister as you did, that they don*t 



care to write to you or to see jQnl^hers^ 



strangetsv at first sight treat you 
as a tfi<bt and call you. a ladj^ 
though ifibt^m one, while yooir 
elder siatW^d no such distinc- 
tions paL<t hm^it^^ptXwere'Qnyied^ 
why should you, sharpeii envy, 
and file up its teetb to an edge? — 
You see 1 write like an impartial 
man, and as one that loves you 
still.. 

But aince ye^have^ispl^yed 
your talents, a^d spared nobody, 
and moved every body, without 
being moved, you have but made 
us stand the closer and firmer 
together. This is what I likened 
to an embattled phalanx once be- 
fore. Your aunt Hervey forbids 
your writing , for the same reason 
that I must not countenance it. 
We areiall afraid to see you, be- 
cause we know we shall be made 
as so many fools. Kay, your 
mother is so afraid of you, that 
once or twice, when she thought 
you was coming to force yourself 
into her presence, she shut the 
door, ana locked herself in, be- 
eause she knew she must not aee 
you upon your terms, and you are 
resolved you will not see her upon 
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Resolve bat to oblige us all, my 
dearest Miss Clary, and you shaU 
see how we will clasp you every 
one by tarns to oar rejoicing 
hearts. If theliinemanhasnotthe 
wit, and the parts, and the per- 
son of the other, no one breathing 
lias a worse heart than that other: 
and is not the love of all your 
.friends , and a sober man (if he he 
not so polished) to> be preferred to 
%debaachee, though ever so fine 
«'inan to: look at? You have such 
7t«^»t8, that you will be adored 
'by the one: but the other has as 
much advantage in those respects 
as yotf have yourself, and will not 
set by them one straw: for hus- 
bands ai'e sometimes jealous of 
their authority with witty wives. 
You will have m one a man of 
virtue. Had you not been so 
rudely affironthi^ to him, he would 
have made vour ears tingle with 
what he could have told you of the 
other. 

Ceme, my dear niece, let me 
have the honour pf doing with you 
what nobody else yet nas been 
able to do. Y our father , mother, 
and I, will divide the pleasure,, 
> and the honour I will again call it, 
between us; and all past offences 
shall be forgiven ; and Mr. Solmes, 
We will engage, shall take no- 
- thing amiss hereafter of what has 
passed. 

He knows, he says, what a 

. jewel that n(an will have who can 

obtain your favour; and he will 

think light of all he has suffered, 

or shall suffer, in obtaining you. 

-Dear, sweet creature, oblige 
us: and oblige us with a grace. It 



must be done, whether with a 
grace or not. I do assure^ you it 
must. You must not CQuquer 
father^ miother, uncles, every 
body: depend upon that 

I have sat up half the night| to 
write this. You do not know how 
I am touched at reading vours, 
and writing this. Yet wnl 1 be at 
Harlowe riace early in the mom* 
ing. So , upon reading this , if you 
will oblige us all , send me word to 
come up to your apartment: and 
1 will lead you down, and present 
you to the embraces of every one; 
and you will then see, you have 
more of a brother and sister in 
them both than of late your pre- 
judices will let you think you have. 
This from one who used to love to 
style himself, 

Your paternal tincle , ^ 
JoRN Harlowie. 

In about an hour after this (kind 
letter was given me, my uncle 
sent up to know, if he should be a 
welcome visitor upon the terms 
mentioned in his letter? He bid 
Betty bring him down a verbal 
answer: a written one, he said, 
would be a bad sign: and he bid 
her therefore not bring a letter. 
But I had just finished the in- 
closed transcription* of one 1 had 
been writing. She made a diffi- 
culty to carry it; bat was pre- 
vailed upon to oblige me by a 
token which these Mrs. Betty*s 
cannot withstand. 

DSAB AVD HOKOUaSD BXE^ 

How you rejoice me by ' 

condescending goodness! - 

18* 
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kiiidt so patenud » letter! — so 
floothiiig to a wounded heart ! and 
of late wliat I hare been so little 
used to I —How am I affected with 
itt Tell me not, dear sir, of my 
wmy of writing: voor letter has 
more mored me than I have been 
able to more anif body! — It has 
made me wish, with all my heart, 
that I conld entitle myself to be 
visited upon yonr own terms; and 
to be led down to my father and 
mother by so good and so kind an 
uncle. 

I will tell yon, dearest sir, what 
I will do to make my peace, i 
have no doubt that Mr. Solmes, 
upon consideration, would greatly 
prefer my sister to such a strange 
averse creature as me. His chidF, 
or one of his chief motives in his 
address to me, is , as I have reason 
to believe, the contiguity of my 
grandfather's estate to his own. I 
will resign it; for ever I will resisn 
it: and the resignation must be 
good, because I will never marry 
at all. I will make it over to my 
sister, and her heirs for ever. 1 
shall have no heirs but my brother 
and her; and 1 will receive , as of 
mf father's bounty, such an an* 
nuity (not in lieu of the estate, but 
as of his bounty) as he shall be 
pleased to grant me, if it be ever 
so small: and whenever I disoblige 
him, he to withdraw it, at his 
pleasure. 

Will not this be accepted? — 
Surely it must — surefy it will ! — 
I beg of you, dearest sir^ to pro- 
pose it; and second it with your 
mterest. This will answer evei^ 
end. My sister has a high opinion 



of Mr. Solmes. I never can hasm 
any in tiie. light he u proposed to 
me. But as my sisters husbaadi, 
he will be always intitled to my 
respect, and shsil have it. 

If this be accepted, grant me, 
sir, the honour ot a vint; and do 
me then the inexpressible pleasure 
of leading me down to the feet of 
my honoured parents, and they 
shall find me tne most dutiful of 
children; and to the arms of my 
brother and sister, and they shall 
find me the most obliging andmost 
affectionate of sisters. 

I wait, sir, for your answer to 
this proposal, made with the whole 
heart of 

Your dutiful and most obliged 
niece, 

Cl. Hablowe, 

Monday noon. 

I hope this will be accepted: for 
Betty tells me , that my uncle An- 
tony and my annt Hervey are sent 
for: and not Mr. Solmes; which I 
look upon as a favourable circum- 
stance. With what cheerfulness 
will I assign over this envied 
estate! — Whieit a much more 
valuable consideration shall I part 
with it for! — The love and favour 
of all my relations ! That love and 
favour, which I used for eighteen 
years together to rejoice in, and 
be distinguished by f — And what 
a charming pretence will this af- 
ford meof breaking with Mr. Loye- 
lace ! And how easy will it possibly 
make him to part with me I 

I found this morning in the Usual 

flace a letter from him^ in answer 
suppose to mine of Friday, which 
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I deposited not till Saturday. But 
I have not opened it; nor will I, 
till I see what effect this new offer 
will have. 

Letmebatbe permitted to avoid 
the man I hate: and I will ^ve up 
^th cheerfulness the man i could 

f refer. To renounce the One, were 
really to value him as much as 
you seem to imagine, can eive but 
a temporary concern, which Ume 
and discretion will alleviate. This 
is a sacrifice which a child owes to 
parents and friends , if thev insist 
upon its l>eing made. But the 
other, to marry a man one cannot 
endure J is not only a dishonest 
thing as to the man, but it is 
enough to make a creature who 
wishes to be a good wife a bad or 
indifferent one, as I once wrote to 
the man himself: and then she can 
hardly be either a good mistress or 
a good friend^ or an^ thing but a 
discredit to her family, ana a bad 
example to all around her. 

Methinks I am both, in the 
suspense I am in at present to 
deposit this, because it will be 
leaving yon in one as areat: but 
having been prevented by Betty*s 
officiousness twice, I will now go 
down to my little poultry; and if 
I have an opportunity, will leave 
it in the usual place , where I hope 
to find something from you. 

I«ETTER iiXI* . 
Mifls OUrisia Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Monday *ft«raooii, March 27. 

I RAvs deposited my narrative 
down to this day noon ; but I hope 
soon to follow it with another 
letter, that I may keep you as 



little a while as possible id that 
suspense which I am so much af- 
fected by at this moment: for my 
heart is disturbed at every foot! 
hear stir, and at every dow below 
that I hear open or shut. 

The^ have been all assembled 
some time, and are in close debate 
I believe: but can there be room 
for lon^ debate upon a proposal, 
which, if accepted^ will so emMstn- 
ally answer all their views? — Oui 
they insist a moment longer upon 
myliaving Mr. Solmes, when tney 
see what sacrifices I am ready 4» 
make to be freed from his ad* 
dresses? — but I suppose tiie 
struggle is, first, witn Bella's 
nicety, to persuade her to accept 
of the estate and of the husband; 
and next with her pride, to take 
her sister^s refusals , as she once 

Ehrased it! — Or^ it maybe, wf 
rother is insisting upon eqm* 
valents for his reversion in the 
estate: and these sort of things 
take up but too much the atten* 
tion 01 some of our family. T& 
these, no doubt, one or both, it 
must be owing, that m^ proposal 
admits, of «o much consideration. 
I wuit, methinks, to see #liat 
Mr. Lovelace, in his letter^ says. 
But I will d&aj myBelf (Ms piece of 
curiosity till that which is raised by 
m3rpresent suspense is answerea, 
— Efxcuse me, my dear, that I thnir 
trouble yon with my uncertainties : 
but I have no employment, nor 
heart, if I had, to pursue any other 
but what my p^n affords me. 

Monday evenir 

Would yon believe it? — B 
by anticipation, tells me, ' 
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Ml to be mfiiMd. I^a^^aTte, 
•rtftdcKatnie. EvoylipdTktoe 
f9od to me. My micie duiowe 
baebeeiilal»i-OT,tliat'BtteplvMe, 
Tliexkiiewliowitwoaldbe, if be 
ettberwrotetomeorsawme. He 
bM, bowerer, beoi imde aduunedi 
to be to wnNvgbt mNMi. Aprettjl 
tbin^ teoly inlbb ^f tbe woria! 
would itM, were tb^ to take me- 
at mj word! It would lo<A as if 
tb^ bad treats me tbus bardlj, 
aa / tbink it,for this renr parpoee. 
My peeuUari. jMtrtieiiliirly Mim 
Howe, would giro it tbat turn; 
and I wmM could mean notbiDg 
bj it. Dot to see if it woald be 
aeeeirted in order to streDgthen 
mj own argoments against Bfr. 
Solmes. It was amaanff, that it 
eoold admit of a momenrs delibe- 
ration: tbat any thing conid be 
$upp0ted to be aone in it. It was 
eqnally against law and equity: 
tiid a fine seeari^ Hiss iBeUa 
would harOy or Mr. Solmes, when 
I could resume it when I would ! — 
My brother, and the my heirs ! O the 
artfiil creature! — /to resoWe to 
Itye nngle, when Loyelace is so 
'fure oi me — and everywhere 
declares as much! — and can 
wbeneyer he pleases, if my' hus- 
band, elaim under the wdl! -* 
Then the insolence — the con« 
fidenoe — [as Betty mindngly told 
me,' that one said ; you may easily 
ffuess who] that she, who was so 
justly in disgrace for downright 
rebellion, should pretend to pre- 1 
scribe to the whole family! — 
should name a hnsband for her; 
elder sister! — Wbat a triumph \ 
would her^obstinacy go away with, ' 



to dd^gafte her eomnaads. not as 
firoB a prison, as die called it, bat 
as fiom her tbroae, to ber eldcn 
and betters: and toberfirtber and 
mother too ! — A meting, perfectly 
amasing, that any body eonld 
aB|;ne upon such a pvopoaai as 
this ! It was a master-stroke of 
/Snesse — it was JB in perlectioii — 
sorelymynndeHarlowewili never 
again be so taken in ! " 

All this was the readier told me, 
because it was against me. and 
would teaze and vex me. Bmt as 
some of this fine- reeapitul«tion 
implied, that somebody spoke up 
for me, I was curious to know who 
it was: b|it Betty woald not Uji 
me, for fear I should have the 
eonsolation to find tliat all vrere 
not against me. 

But do yon not see, my dear, 
what a sad creature she is whom 
you honour with your friendship? 
— Ton eonld not doubt your m- 
fluence over me : why did yoa not 
let me knowmysdf a little better? 
Why did von not take the friendly 
liberty I nave always taken with 
you,and tellmemy nults,and what 
a specious hypocrite I am? For if 
my brother and sister could make 
such di^feoveries, how is it possilnie 
that faults so enormous [you eould 
see others^ you thought , of a more 
secret nature!] could escape your 
penetratiDg eye ? _ 

Well, bat now, it seems, they 
are debating how and by wnom to 
answer me: for they know not, 
nor are they to know, that Mrs. 
Betty has told me all these fine 
things. One desires to be excused, 
it seems: another chooses not to 
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have any thing to say to me: 
another Eas enough of me: and of 
writing to so ready a scribbler 
there will be no end. . 

Thus are those impnted qualifi- 
cations, whiqh usea so lately to 
gain me applause, now become 
my crimes: so much do disgust 
and anger alter the property of 
things. 

The result of their debate, I 
suppose, will somehow or other be 
communicated to me bv-and-by. 
But let me tell you, myaear, that 
I am made so desperate, that I am 
afraid to open Mr. Lovelace^s 
letter, lest, in the humour I am in, 
I should do something (if I find it 
not exceptionable^ that may give 
me repentance as long as I live. 

Monday night. 

This momient the following let- 
ter is brought me by Betty. 

MitB ouxvuro-oxB, Monday, five o*clock. 

YouB fine new proposal is 
thought unworthy of aparticular 
answer. Your uncle Harlowe is 
ashamed to be so taken in. Have 
yon no new fetch for vour uncle 
Antony? Gk> round with us, child, 
now your hand's in. But I was 
bid to write only one line, that 
you might not complain, as you 
did of your worthy sister, for the 
freedoms yon pr6voked : it is this ; 
— prepare yourself. To-monow 
you go to my uncle* Antony's. 
That? all, child. 

Jaicks Haslowb. 

I was vexed to t|ie heart at this : 
and immediately, in the warmth of 
resentment, wrote the inclosed to 



my uncle Harlowe, wh6 it seems 
stays here this night 

TO JOHN RARLOWB, ESQ. 
BOVocscD lis, Monday nlghl^. 

I FIND I am a ver^ sad creature^ 
and did not know it. I wrote not 
to my brother. To youj sir, I wrote. 
From you I hope the honour of an 
answer. No one reveres her uncte 
more than I do. Nevertheless,! 
will be bold to say, that the 
dbtance, great as it is, betwe^^ 
uncle ana niece, excludes not such 
a hope: and I think I have no*t 
made a proposal that,|deserves to 
be treated with scorn. 

Forgive me, sir — my heart is 
full. Perhaps one day you may 
think you have been vrevailed 
upon (for that is plainly the case t) 
to join to treat me — as I dd hot 
deserve to be treated* If ^ou are 
ashamed, as my brotber hmts,^ of 
having expressed anv retumiuff 
tenderness to me, God help me! 1 
seel have no mercy to expect from 
any body I Bat, sir, from your pen 
let me have an answeif : 1 humbly 
implore it of you.— till 'my brother 
can recollect what belongs lo a 
sister, I will take from Aim no 
answer to the letter I wrote to yotij 
nor any commands whatever. 

/move every body! — This, sir, 
is what you are pleased to mo- 
tion: — but whom have I moved? 
— One person in the family has 
more moving ways than I have, or 
he could never so undeservedly 
have made every body ashamed 
to shew teuderness to a v^^* 
distressed child of the sam 
mily. 
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Betnm me not thu with eon- I Ud her, if sheeonld, dide it 
tempt, or torn, orimanswered, I. into my ancle's hand, nnseen; at 
beseech joo; Myfstherhasafitle least nnseen by my brother or 



to do that or any thing by his 
diild: bat from no other person in 
the world of yonr sex, sir, ought a 
yoong creatare of mine (while she 
pr e set res a supplicating spirit) to 
DC so treated. 

When whatlhaTebefore written 
inthehnmblest strainhas met with 
sach strange constractionsy I am 
afraid that this ongaarded scrawl 
will be rery ill received. Bat I 
beg, sir, you will oblige me with 
one line, be it ever so harshl, in 
answer to my proposal. I still 
think it ought to be attended to. 
I will enter into the most solemn 
engagements to make it ralid by 
a perpetual single life. Inawora, 
any tning I can do, I will do, to be 
restored to all your farours. More 



sister, for fear it should meet, 
throuf^ liar sood offices, with 
the fate she had bespoken for it. 

She would not undertake for 
that, she said. 

I am now in expectation of the 
result But having'so little ground 
to hope for ather n&rour or mercy, 
I opened Mr. LoTclace's letter. 

1 would send it to you, my dear 
fas wen as those I shall inclose) 
DY this conreyance: but not being 
able at present to determine in 
what manner I sh&Il answer it, I 
will give myself the trouble of 
abstracting it here^ while I am 
waiting for what may offer from 
the letter just caiHed down. 

''He laments, as usual, my ill 
opinion of him', and readinean to 



I cannot say, but that I am, very I believe erery thing to his disad- 

nndeseryedly, •^' '^ - '- - ^ " 

A most unhappy creature. 

Betty scrupled a^in to cany 
this letter; and said she should 
have anger; and 1 should but 
hare it returned in scraps and 
bits. 

I must take that chance, said I: 
I only desire that yon wiU deliver 
it as directed. 

Sad doings ! veiy sad ! she said, 
that young ladies should so 
violently set themselves against 
their duty. ^ , 

I told ner, she should have the! says, are so; andji sincere man 
liberty to sav what she pleased, 
so she would but be my messenger 
Chat one time — • And down she 
went with it. 



'vantage. He puts into plain 
Enetidi, as 1 supposed he would, 
my nint, that I might be lumpier, 
if, by any rashness he might be 
g^ty of to Solmes, he uionld 
come to an untimely end him- 
self." 

He is concerned, he says, '^Tliat 
the violencje he httd expressed <m 
his extreme apprehensivenesa of 
losing me, should have made him 
guilty of anything I had so maeh 
reason to resent*' 

He owns, ''That he is paa- 
sionate: all good-natured men, he 



cannot hide it," But appeab to 
me, ''Whether, if any occasion 
in the world could excuse the 
rashness of his expressions, it 
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wonld not be his present dreadfdl 
situation, through mj indifference, 
and the malice* of his enemies.** 

He says, ^'He has more reason 
than ever,iTom the contents of my 
last, to apprehend, that I shdll 1>e 
prevailea upon bv force, if not by 
ndr means , to fall in with my bro- 
therV measures; and sees but too 
plainly, that I am preparing him 
to esnect it." 

•''Upon this presumption, he 
supplicates, with the utmost ear- 
nestness, that I will not ^ve way 
to the malice of his enemies. 

''Solemn vows of reformation, 
and ererlastihff truth and oblig- 
injgness, he males; all in the style 
Qidesponding humility: yet calls 
It a cruel turn upon him, to impute 



making them from his hid 'char- 
acter. , 

"He despises himself, he so- 
lemnly protests, for his past follies: 
he thanks God he has seen his 
error; and nothing, b'utmymore 
particular instructions^ is wanting 
to perfect his reformation. 

"He promises, that he will do 
every thing that I $hall think he 
can do with honour, to bring about 
a rcftonciliatioil with my rather; 
and even will, if I insist upon it, 
make tike first overtures to my bro- 
ther, and treat hlb& as his own bro- 
ther, oecause he is niine, if he will 
not oy new affronts revive the re- 
membrance of the past. 

"He begs, in the most earnest 
«nd humble manner, for one half- 
hour's interview; undertaking by 
a key, which he owns he has to the 



garden-door, leading into the 
coppice^ as we call it (iflyillbut 
unbolt the door) to come into the 

garden at night, and wait till I 
ave an opportunity to come to 
him , that ne may re-assure me of 
the truth of all he writes, and of 
the affection, and, if needful, pro- 
tection, of all his family. 

'' He presumes not , he says , . to 
write by way of menace l^p me: 
but, if I refuse him this favour, he 
knows not (so desperate have some 
strokes in my letter made him) 
what his despair may make him 
do." 

He asks me, "Determined, as 
my friends are, and far as they 
have already gone, and declare 
they will go, what can I propose 



his protestations to a . conscfous- to do, to avoid having Mr. Solmes, 
ness of the necelisity there 19 for if I am carried to my uncle An- 



tony's unless I resolve to accept of 
the protection he has offered to 
procure me; or except I will 
escape to London , or elsewhere, 
while I c€m escape?" 

He advises me, " To sue to your 
mother, for her private reception 
of me; o^ly till! can obtain pos- 
session of my own estate, and 
procure Iny friends to be reeon- 
Ciled to me ; which he is sui^e ihej 
will be desirous to he\ the Qiomeivt 
I am out of their power." 

He apprises me [it is still my 
wonder, how he comes byhisin^ 
telligence!] "That mj friends 
have written to my cousin Morden 
to represent matters to him in 
their own partial way; nor doubt 
thev to influence him on theirside 
of the question. 

"That all this shows I ha^ 
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but one wa^; if mmt of mj own 
Mends or intimates will leeeiTe 
me. 

**Ul will transport him wifh the 
honour of my choice of this one 
way, settlements shall be drawn, 
with proper blanks , which I ahali 
fill np as I please. Let him bat 
have my commands from my own 
month, all mj donbts and scmples 
from mj own lips; and only a 
repetition, that I will not, on any 
connderation, be Solmes*s wife, 
and he shall be easy. Bat, after 
soch a letter as I have written, 
nothing hot an interview can make 
> him so. He beieeches me, there* 
fore , ^ To anbolt the door, as thai 
very night ; or , if I receive not this 
time enoaf fa , this niahi ; — and he 
will in a dis^oiBe that shill not 
give a suspicion who he is, if he 
should be seen, come to the garden 
door, in hopes to open it with his 
kev;^ nor will he have any other 
lodfi^ng than in the coppice both 
nights; watching every wakeful 
hour for the propitious unbolting, 
unless he has a letter with my 
orders to the contrary, or to make 
some other appointment." 

This letter was dated yesterday: 
BO he was there last night, I sup- 
;pose: and will be there his night; 
and. I have not written a line to 
him: and now it is too late, were I 
determined toJuit to write. 

I hope he will not so to Mr. 
Solmes: — I hope he wilT not come 
hither. — If he do either, I will 
break with him for ever. 

What have I to do with such 
headstrong spirits? I wish I had 

^ver — But what signifies wish- 



ing? — I am strangely perplexed 
— But I need not have told yon 
this, after sach a representation of 
my situation. 

LETTER LZn. 

» . - • » 

MiM Clsrlua Harlow* to IOm How«. ' 
Tneaday monUagi TftVIock. 

Mt nnde has touchsiifed to 

answ^me. These that follow are 

I the contents of his letter : hot just 

I now brought me, although written 

last night — Late I suppose. 

mfk ctJLMT, Konday nJabt. 

- SncB you are grown such a bold 
diallenger, and teach us aU our 
duty, tk^ngh you will not jpustiae 
Tour o,wn, I must answer you. 
Kobodjr wants your estate from 
vou. Are ytrn^ who refuse every 
body's advice, to prescribe a hus- 
band to your sisterf Your letter 
to Mr. Solmes is inexcusable. .1 
blamed you for it befoi^ei!:. Toi^ 
parents will be pbe^ed. ' It is iSt 
they should, Yovot mother haJs 
nevertheless prerailed to haxo 
your going to vour uncle Antonyms 
put off tin Tnursday : yet owns 

I 

no more of your letters. You are 
too. artful for me. You are an 
unffratefdl ^and unreasonable 
chad: must you have your will 
paramount to every body's? flow 
are you altered I 

Your displeased uncle, 
Jqhb Hablowi, 

To be caiTied; away on Thurs- 
day — To the moisted house •— 



rou deserve not that, or any oth<^ 
avour from her. I will receive 
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To the ehapel — To Mr. Solmes! 
How can I think of thiil — They 
will make me desperate. 

Taeidur' morning,' 8 o*e1ock. 

I HAva andtner letter from Mr. 
liorelace. I opened it with the 
^pectation of its beinj^ filled with 
i>old and free cpmplamts. on my 
not writing to' prevent his two 
nights watching, in weather not 
extremely agreeable. Bat, instead 
j)f complaints, he is '^ftilf pf tender 

'eoncem lest I may l|^e been pre- 
vented by indispositton, or by the 
closer confinement which he has 
frequently cantioned me that I 
may expect" 
Ue says, <'He had been in 

. different disguises loitering about 
our garden and park- wall, all the 

.{day on Sunday last; and all Sun- 
day night was wandering about 

.the coppice 2 and near the back- 
door. It ramed; and he has got 

^•a great cold , attended with feyer- 
ishness, ana so hoarse, that he 

; .has almost lost his roice." 

Why did he not flame out in 
Jiijf letter? — Treated as I am 

^treated by my friends, it is dan- 
gerous- to be laid under the sense 

M>f an oblld^tion tp Wf a$ldvesser*s 
j^tience; especially wh'Sn such a 
one suffers in health for my sake. 
**He had no shelter, he says, 
but under the great overgrown 
ivy, which spreads wildly round 
the heads of two or three oaklings; 
and that was soon wet through." 

You remember the spot. You 
and I, my dear, once thought our- 
selves ooliged to (he natural shade 
which those ivy-covered oaklings 
afforded us, in a sultry day. 



I can't help saying, I am sorry 
he has suffered for my sake «— 
but *tis his own seeking. 

His letter is dated last nifijhtat 
eight: '^and indisposed as ne is. 
he tells me , that he will watch till 
ten, in hopes of my gi^ng him the 
meeting he so earnestly requests. 
And aner that, he has a mile to 
walk to his horse and servant ^ and 
four miles then to ride to his urn.*' 

He owns J ''That he has an in* 
telligencer m our family; who has 
failea him for a day or two past: 
and not knowing how J do, or how 
I may be treated, his anxiety is 
increased.*' 

This circumstance fives me to 
guess who this intelligencer is: 
Joseph Lemau ; the venr creature 
employed and confided in, more 
than an^bther, by my brother. 

This IS not an honourable way 
of proceeding in Mr. Lovelace. 
Dia he learn this infamous prac- 
tice of corrupting the servants of 
other families at the French court, 
where he resided a good while? . 

I have been often jealous pf this 
Leman in my little airings and 
poultry- visits: Doubly obsequious 
as he was always to me, 1 have 
thought him mv brother's spy 
upon me ; and altnough he obliged 
me by his hastening out of the 
garden and poultry-^ard, when* 
ever I came into either, have 
wondered, that from his reports 
my liberties of those kinds nave 
not been abridged.* So, posnbly, 
this man may oe bribed by both, 
and yet betray both. Worthy 

'; 

* Mr<LoyelMe account* for tbis, leV 
JUUtV. " ' • "-^ 
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▼iewi want not BOchoUkiiiitiesftt itytoamiiidsoiiolileatiiinie. He 
time on either tide. An honest rqieats hit own lesolntiiHi to 
mind most xifie into mdignation attend m^ pleasoie, and Mr. Mor- 
both at the traitoi^makerandthe.den's am^ and advice, for tiie 
traitor. i reward of his own patience. 

''He presses with the utmost j *' It is impossible, hesaya, but 
earnestness for an interriew. He ^ one of these methods mutt do. 
wonld not presume, he says, to Presence^ he obserFes, e^eaof a 
disobey my last personal com- disliked person, takes off the edge 
mands, that he should not endea^ of resentments whieh abaenee 
▼our to attend me again in the whets, and makes keen* 
wood-hoose. But says, he can ''He therefore most earnestly 



give me such reasons for my per- 
mitting him to wait upon my JEa- 
ther or micles , as he hopes will be 
approved b^ me: for he cannot 
help obsenrmg , that it is no more 
soitable to n^ own spirit than to 
his, that he, a man or fortune and 
family, shonld be obliged to 
pursue such a clandestine Mdress, 
as would only become a vile 
fortune*hunter. But, if I will eive 
my consent for his visiting me like 
a man, and a gentleman, no ill- 
treatment shall provoke }dm to 
forfeit his temper. 

"LordM. will accompany him, 
if I please: or, Lady Bett]^ Law- 
rence will first make the visit to my 
mother, or to my aunt Hervey, or 
even to my uncles, ifl choose it 
And such terms shall be offered, 
as thall have weight upon them. 

"He begs, tiiat I will not deny 



repeats his imp<ntunities for the 
supplicated interview." He pays, 
I' Me has business of eonsequemee 
in London : but cannot stir from 
the inconvenient spot where he 
has for some time resided, in dis- 
emses unworthy of himsefr, until 
ne can be absolutely certain , that 
I shall not be prevailed upon, 
either by force or otherwise; and 
until he finds me delivered firom 
the insults of my brother. Nor 
ou^ht this to be an indiff^srent 
point to one, for whose sake all the 
world reports me to be used an- 
worthily. — But one remark, he 
says, ne cannot help making; 
That did my friend*s know the 
little favour 1 show him, Bnd the 
very great dbtance I keep him at, 
they would have no reaison to con- 
fine me on his account: and 
another^ that they /A^m^/vtf^ seem 



him making a visit to Mr. Solmes. to think him entitled to a different 
By all that? fi^ood , he vows , that usage, uid expect that he receive? 
it shall not oe with the least in-, it; when, in truth, what he meets 
tention either to hurt or affront with from me is exactly what they 
him; but only to set before him, 'wish him to meet with, excepting 
calmly, and rationally, the con- in the favour of the correspondenee 
sequences that may possibly flow I honour him with; upon which, 
from so fruitless a perseverance, he says^he puts the hiffnest value, 
as well as the ungenerous folly of and for the sake of which he has 
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sulimitted to a thousand indig- 
nities. 

*^ He renews his professions of 
reformation: he is conTinced, he 
sayB, that he has ahready run a 
long and dangerous course; and 
that it is high time to think of 
returning: it must be fnom proper 
convictions, he. adds, that a person 
who has liyed too gay a life, re- 
solves to reclaim , Defore age or 
sufferings come upon him. ^ 

*'A11 ff onerous spirits, he ob- 
serves, hate bompulsion.' Upon 
this observation he dwells ; but re- 
grets , that he is likely to owe all 
his hopes to this compulsion j this 
injudicious compulsion, he justly 
calls it; and none to my esteem 
for him. Although he presumes 
upon some merit — In his implicit 
regard to my will — In the bearing 
the daily indignities offered not 
only to him, but to his relations, 
by my brother — In the. nightly 
watchings. and risks which he 
runs, in all weathers; and which 
his present indisposition makes 
him mention, or ne had not de- 
based the nobleness of his passion 
for me, by such a selfish instance.** 

I cannot but say, I am sorry the 
man is not well. 

I am afraid to adk you, my dear, 
what you would have done, thus 
situated. But what I have done, I 
have done. In a wordj I wrote, 
'* That I would, if possible, give 
him a meetins to-morrow night, 
between the liours of nine and 
twelve , by the ivy summer-house, 
or in it. or near the great cascade, 
at the DOttom of the garden; and 
would unbolt the door, that he 



might come in by his own key. 
But that, if I found the meeting 
impracticable, or should change 
my mind, I would signify as much 
by another line: which he must 
wait for until it were dark." 

Tuesday, 11 o*olook. 
I AX just returned from deposit - 
ing my billet How diligent is this 
man! It is plain he was in waiting: 
for 1 had walked but a few paces, 
after I had deposited it, when, my « 
heart misgiving me, 1 returLed, 
to have taken it back , in order to 
reconsider it as I walked, and 
whether I should , or should not, 
let it go. But I found it gone. 

In all probability, there was but 
a brick wall, of a few inches thick, 
between Mr. I^ovelace and me, at 
the very timelput the letter under 
the brick! 

I am comeback dissatisfied with 
myself. But I think, my dear, 
there can be no harm in meeting 
him. If I do not^ he mav take 
some violent measures. What he 
knows of the treatment I meet with 
in malice to him, and withthe view 
to frustrate all his hopes ^ may 
make him desperate. His be- 
haviour last time I saw him, under 
the disadvantages of time and 
place, and surprised as I was, 
gives me no apprehension of any 
thin^ but discovery. What he 
requures is not unreasonable , and 

I cannot affect m^ future choice and 
determination: it is only to assure 
him from my own lips, that I never 

,will be the wife of a man 1 hate 
If I have not an opportunity ^ 

!meet him without hazard or ' 
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tiie disappoiiitmeDi. All liis 
.itoMe^ aod mine too, it owing to 
hit lanltf dbaneter. Tbis . nl- 
tiioagb 1 hate tjnumy and ar- 
ro|;anee in all diapef . makes om 
think lem of the liska ne mnt, and 
the frtignei heundergoei, than 
otherwiie I ihirald do; and still 
less, as my soffaings (deriyed 



firom the same source) are greater in mind of two 



and are^ with emptj stomarhs, and 
haidlT a good meal in a week, that 
God Almighty is wuj kind lo hia 
creatores, in this reject, as ipdl 
as in all others, in making «tiidk 
not neeessarf to the sappett* dF 
life; when toree parts in four of 
His erefttaresjif it were, would not 
know how to obtain it. It pots me 



than 

Betty confirms the intimation^ 
Hhat I most 00 to my anele*s on 
Thursday, she was sent on pur- 
pose to (ureet me to prepare my- 
self for going, and to. help me to 
get every thing ap in order for my 
remoraL 

LBTTXR ZLin. 
MIm 01aiJM»Barlow« to Mica Howe. 

TvMdAjp ^o*cioek^ March 88. 

I BATB mentipned sereral times 
the pertness of Mrs. Betty to me; 
send now having a little time upon 
my hands, I wul give you a short 
dialogue that passea just now 
between us. It may, perhaps , be 
a little relief to you from the dull 
subjects with which I am perpe- 
tually teasing you. 

As she attended me at dinner, 
she took notice, that nature is 



, which are ftdl of admirable 
meaning. 

What, pray, missj are they? I 
love to heur yon talk, when you 
are so sedate 9» yon seem now to 
be. 

The one is to the purpose wie 
are speaking of; Poverty is the 
mother of health: and let me t^ 
you, Betty, if Ihad a better ap- 
petite, and were to encourage it, 
with so little rest, and so ma^ 
distress and persecution, I donH 
think I should be able to preserve 
my reason. 

There^M no tnconvenience hut htis 
its convergence^ said Betty, giving 
me proverb for proverb. But what 
is the other, madam? 

That the pleasures of ih^ might jf- 
are obtained by the tears of the poor: 
it is but reasonable, therefo^y 
methinks, ^at the plenty of ^e 
one should be followed by dls-^ 



siltisfiedwith a very little nourish- ] tempers; .apd that the indigence 
ment:andtbasshecOmplimentally of the other should be attended 
proved it — For, miss, said she. with that health, which makes kll 
you eat nothiaff; yet never looked fits other discomforts light on the 
more>hanningly in your life. | comparison. And hence a third- 
As to the former part of your: proverb, Betty, since you are an 
speech, Betty, said I , you observe' admirer of proverbs: Better a bare 
well; and I have often thought, Yoo< <Aan non^ a( a//; that is to sinr, 
when I have seen how healthy the than not to be able to walk. 
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She was mightily taken with^ 
what I said: See, returned shei' 
what a fine thing scholarship is ! 
— - 1, sai<(|she, had always, from a 
^irl, a taste of reading, though 
it were hut in Mother Goose ^ and 
cfonceming the Faiiies [and. then 
she took genteely a pinch of 
snuff]: could hut niy parents have 
let go €L8 fast as I nulled, I should 
have heeu a very nappy creature. 

Very likely, you would have 
made ^at improvements , Betty : 
but as it is, I cannot say, hut since 
I had the favour of your atten- 
dance in this intimate manner^ I 
have heard smarter things f^oin] 
ypu, than I have heaiil at t$,h\e 
mmsomeof my brother^s fellow- 
collegians. 

Your servant , dear miss ; drop* 
pine me one of her hest courtesies : 
so £ie a judge as you are I — It is 
enough to make one very proud. 
Then with another pinch — I 
cannot indeed but say, bridling 
upon it , that I have heard famous 
scholars , often and often say yery 
silly things: things I should be 
ashamed myself to say — But I 
thought they did it out of humilify, 
and m condescension to those who 
had not their learning. 

That she might not be too 
proud, I told her, I would observe, 
that the liveliness or quickness she 
so happily discovered in herself, 
was not so much an honour to her, 
as what she owed to her sex; which 
as I had observed in many in- 
stances, had ^eat advantages 
over the other, in all the powers 
that related to imagination: and 
hence I Mrs. Betty, you'U take 



notice, as I have of late had op* 
portunity to do, that your own 
talent at repartee and smartnessi 
when it has something to workupoHj 
displays itself to more advantage, 
than could well he expected from 
one whose friends, to speak in 
your own phrase , could not let go 
so fust as ytni pullecL 

The wench gave me a proof of 
the truth of my observation, in a 
manner still more alert than I had 
expected : if, said she, our sex have 
so much advantage in smartness^ 
it is the less to be wondered at, 
thii^t vou , miss , who have had such 
an caseation, should outdo all the 
m^jyf.and women too f that come 
near you. 

Bless me, Betty, saidl, what a 
proof do you give me of ^purwit 
ai)id your courage, at ^ the. same 
timef This is Qutdoins .'yourself. 
X1{. would make young Jadies less 
proud, and more apprehensive, 
were they generally attended by 
such smart servants, and their 
mouths permittee to be unlocked 
upon them as yours has been 
lately upon me. -r- But, take away, 
Mrs. Betty. 

Why, Miss, you have eat nothing 
at all — I hope you are not dis- 
pleased with your dinner for amy 
thing I have said. 

No, Mrs. Betty, I am pretty well 
used to your freedoms now, vou 
know. — I am not displeased in 
the main, to observe, that, were 
the succession of modem fine 
ladies to be extinct, it might be 
supplied from those whom they 
place in the next rank to the^ 
selves, their chambermaids 
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and eonfidaiites. Tour jovng 
mistreis has contribnted a great 
dtel to this qnickneiB of yours. 
She alwa^rs preferred jonr com- 
nanj to miae. As youpulled , she 
let go; and 00, Mn. tietty, jou 
hare eaianed by Aer eonversation 
what I have loot 

Why, Miss, if yon come to that, 
nobodv says better things than 
Miss Harlowe. I could tell you 
one , if / pleased^ upon my ob- 
serving to her, that you lived, of 
late upon air, and had no stomach 
to any thing; yet looked as 
Gbamungiy as ever. 

I dare say, it was a very good- 
nataredone,Mrs. Betty! X)o you 
ihen please that I shall hear itV 

Only this, Miss, That your sto- 
nutchfulness had swallowed up your 
stomach; and, That obstinacy^ was 
meat^ drinkj and cloth to you. 

Ay, Mrs. Betty ; and did she say 
this? — I hope she laughed when 
she said it, as she does at all her 
good things J as she calls them. It 
was very smart, and very witty. I 
wish my mind were so much at 
ease , as to aim at being witty too. 
But if you admire such sententious 
Bayin&;s, 111 help you to another; 
and that is. Encouragement and 
cgpprobation make people show 
talents they were never suspected to 
have; and this will do tor both 
mistress and maid: and another 
1*11 famish you with, the contrary 
of the former, that will do only for 
me; that Persecution and dis- 
couragement depress ingenuous 
minds f and blunt the edge of lively 
imaginations, — And nence may 
my sister's brilliancy and my 



stupidity be both aooovnted for. 
Ingenuous f you must know, Mrs. 
Betty, aiid ingtmous^ are two 
things; and I would not arrogate 
the latter to myself. 

Lord, Miss, said tiie foolish girl, 
you know a great deal for your 
years. — You are a reij learned 
young lady ! — What pity — 

None of jom pities^ Mrs* Betty. 
I know what you*d say. But tdl 
me, if you can , is it resolved that I 
shall be carried to my uncle An- 
tony's on Thursday? 

I was willing to reward myself 
for the patience she had made me 
exercise, by getting at what in- 
telligence I could from her. 

Why, Miss, seating herself at a 
little distance (excuse my sittine^ 
down) with the snuff-box tapped . 
very smartly, the lid opened, and 
a pmch taken with a dainty finger 
and thumb, the other three fingers 
distendedly bent, and with a fine 
flourish " I cannot but say, that 
it is my opinion, you will certidnly 
ffo on Thursday: and this noless 
folessj as I have neard my young 
lady say in prbnch. 

Whether I am willing , or not 
willing, you mean, I suppose, Mrs. 
Betty? 

You have it, Miss. 

Well but, Betty, I have no mind 
to be turned out of doors so sud- 
denly." Do you think I could not 
be permitted to tany one week 
longer? 

How can I tell, Miss? 

Mrs. Betty, you can tell a 

freat deal, if you please. But here 
am forbid writing to any one of 
my family; none of it now will 
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comie near me; nor^inll |any of it obliged to tBose who thaagt it 

Sennit me to-see /A^m: how shall I thee, 
o to make known mj reqnest ^ to Every body tak^ notice, Miss, 
stay here a week or fortnight that you can say* rery catting 
longar? words in a cool manner, and yet 

Why, Miss, I fancy, if yon were not call names, as I have known 
to show a compilable temper, your somis gentlefolks as well as others 
friends wonld show a compilable do when in a jjassion. Bat I wish 
one too. But wonld you expect you had permitted 'Squire Solmes 
f avonrs and grant none?. to see yo|i : be would have told you 

Smartly put, Betty! But who such stories of 'Squire Lovelace, 
knows what ma^y be the result of a9 would have turned your heart 
my being carried to my uncle An- against him for ever. 
tOny^s? And know you any of the parti- 

Who knows, Miss! — Why any culars of those sad stories? 
body may guess what will be tfaue Indeed 1 don't; but you'll hear 
result all at your uncle Antony's , I sup- 

As how, Betty? pose; and a great deal more per- 

^s kowf repeated the pert naps than you will like to hear, 
wench , why. Miss , you will stand Let me hear what I will , I am 
i9 yoor own light, as you have determined against Mr. Solmes, 
hitherto donet and your parents, were it to cost me my life. 
siB such good parents ougJu^ will Ifyou are, miss, the Lord have 
l>e obeyed. mercy on you ! For what with this 

If, Mrs. Betty', I had not been letter of your's to 'Squire Solmes, 
used to your oughts ^ and to have whom they so much vidue, and 
my duty laid down to me by your what with their antipathy to 
oraeulous wisdom, I should be apt 'Squire Lovelace, whom they hate, 
to stare at the liber^ of your they will have no patience with 
^eech. you. 

You seem angry , Miss. I hope What will they do, Betty ? They 
I take no unbecoming liberty. won't kill me? What will they 

If thou really thinkest thou dost dp? 
not, thy ignorance is more to be Kill you! No! — but you will 

fitied, than thy pertness resented, not be suffered to stir iromUience, 
wish thou wouldst leave me to till you have complied with your 
myself. duty. And no |>6n and mA; will be 

Whenyoong ladies fall out with allowed you as here; where they 
their own duty, it is not much to are of opmion you make no good 
be wondered at, that they are an- use of it: nor would it be allowed 
giy at any body who do iheira, here only as they intend so soon 
That's a very pretty saying, to send you away to your uncle's. 
Idrs. Betty ! — >- 1 see plainly what Nbbody will ,be jpermitted to see 
thy duty IS in thy notion^ and am you, or to correspond with yov 

A 
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^i^tfortiier.willbedoiie, Iean*t 
Mij; iadf if I could, it may not be 
prop^. Bat joxL mar preyent it 
dt, DV ODO word: and I wish von 
wonld, miss. All then wonld be 
easy and happy. And , if I may 
upeak my nund, I see not why one 
man is not as good as apother: 
why, especialljr, asober man is not 



■iTy one fortnight's respite. In that 
space of time, I hope yon will all 
relent My mamma shall not need 
to shut her door in apprehension 
of seeing her disgraced child. I 
will not presume to think of en- 
tering her presence, or my papa's, 
without leave. One fortnight's 
respite is but a small favour f6r 



as gooa as a rake. jthem to grant, except I am to be 

Well, Betty, said I, sighing, all refused every thing X ask; but it is 
thy Impertinence goesfor nothing. ' of the highest import to my peace of 
But I see I am oestined to be a mind. Procure it for me, there- 
very unhappy creature. Tet I fore, dear sir; and you will ex- 
will venture upon onerequest more cee^gly oblige, 
to them. t Your dutiful, though greatly 

And so, qdite sick' of the pert afflicted niece, 
creature ana of myself, I retired Cl. Haslows. 

to my closet, and wrote a few lines ' » .^^i. ^i, .„ j^— « . «.« n^i^i^ 



-♦o Jwi5.,«ri,;-^«;iJk:K;*:^« . ;*!^a. no* gone: and he now stays to 

ii^pf /.nn^^^^^^^ know the result of the qu^tion 

i?J i«l ^Z^ r!n« f. tSIS^; P«t to me in the enclosedfanswer 
nea away so soon as Thursday ^^^ ^ ^ . ^^ 



to get 

next,*fTmust ga" And'thiij'that ^*^ '^^ *** »»^®" 
1 might, if complied with, suspend Yovb eoing to your uncle's was 
the appointment I have made with absolute^ concluded upon for 
Mr. Lovelace; for my heart mis- next Thursday. Nevertheless, 
gives me as to meeting him; and your mother, seconded by Mr. 
that more and more; I know not Solmes, pleaded so strongly to 
why. Under the superscription of have you indulged , that your re- 
the letter, I wrote these words: quest for a delay will be complied 
' Pray, dear sir, be pleased to give wijbh. upon one coudition; and 
this a reading." whetner for a fortnight, or a 

This is the copy of what I wrote: shorter time, that* will depend 

upon yourself. If you refuse this 
HOKouRSD iiR, Tueidfty afternoon, condition, your mother declares, 
Lkt me this otice be heard with she will eiveover all further inter- 
patience , and have my petition cession ror you. — Nor do you de- 
g ranted. Itisonly, thatlmay not serve this favour, as you put it 
e hurried away so soon as next upoii our yielding to you, notyoa 
Thursday. to us. 

Why should the poor girl be This condition is, that you 
tumeaout of doors so suddenly, so admit of a visit from Mr. Solmes 
disgracefully? Procure for me, for one hour, in company of your 
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brother, your sister, or your uncle 
Antony ; qhoose which you will. 

If you comply not, you so next 
Thursday to a house which is be- 
come strangely odious to yon of 
Ifite, whether you get ready to so 
qr not. Answer therefore dh'cctly 
Id the point. No evasion. Name 
your day and hour. Mr. Solmes 
vnil neither eat you, nor drink 
yon. Let us see, whether ti7e are 
to be complied with in /in^ thing or 
not. John Harlowb. 

After a very little deliberation, 
i resolved to complj^ with this 
condition. * All I fear is, that Mr. 
Lovelace's intelligencer may in- 
form him of it; and that his ap 
prehensions upon it may make 
nim take some desperate resolu* 
tion: especially as now (having 
more time given me here) 1 think 
to write to him to suspend the in- 
terview he is possibly so sure of I 
sent, down the following to my 
uncle. 

HONOURED SIR, 

Although 1 see not what end 
the proposed condition can an- 
swer, I comply with it. 1 wish I 
could with every thing expected 
of me. ]f I must name one, in 
whose company 1 am to see the 
gentleman, and that one not my 
mamma, whose presence I could 
wish to be honoured by on the oc- 
casion, let my uncle, if he pleases, 
be the person. If I must name the 
da^ (a long day, I doubt, will not 
be permitted me) let it be next 
Tuesday. The hour^ four in the 
afternoon. The p/ace, either the 



ivy summer-house . or in the little 
parlour 1 used to oe permitted to 
call mine. 

Be pleased, sir, nevertheless, to 
prevail upon my mamma, to 
vouchsafe me her presence on the 
occasion. I am, sir^ 

Your ever dutiiul 
. Cl. U arlows. 

A reply is just sent me. I 
thought it became my averseness 
to this meeting, to name a distant 
day: but I did not expect they 
would have complied with it. So 
here is one week gained ! 

This is the reply : 

You have done well to comply. 
We are willing to think the best 
of every slight instance of duty 
from you. Yet have you seemed 

I to consider the day as nn evil day, 

j and so put it far off. This never- 
theless is granted you, as no time 

|»uecd to be lost, if you are as 
generous ufer the day, as we are 
condescending btfure it. Let me 
advise you, not to harden your 
mind; nor take up your resolution 

i beforehand. Mr. Solmes has 
more awe, and even terror, at the 
thoughts of seeing you, than you 

' can have at the thoughts of seeing 
him. His motive is love; let not 
yours be hatred. My brother An- 
tony will be present, in hopes you 
will deserve well of A/m, by be- 
having well to the Mend of the 
family. See you use him as such. 

, Your mother had permissioii to be 
there, if she thought fit : jbut s^^ 
she would net tor a thou 
pounds, uaiess' you woulr 

19* 
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courage her beforehand as she 
tnshes to be encouraged. One 
hint I am to give you mean time. 
It is this : to make a discreet use of 
your pen and ink, Methinks a 
Tonng creature of niceness should 
be less ready to write to one man, 
when she is designed to be an- 
other's. 

This compliance, I hope, will 
produce greater; and tnen the 
peace of the family will be re- 
stored: which is what is heartily 
wished by 

Your loYing uncle, 

Jobs Hablo'wb. 

Unless it be to the purpose our 
hearts are set upon, you need 
not write again. 

This man have more terror at 
seeing me , than I can have at seeing 
Uml — jHow can^that be? If he 
had half as much, he would not 
wish to see me I — iiis motive love I 
— Yes indeed! Love of himself! 
He knows no other; for love, |that 
deserves the name, seeks the satis- 
faction of the beloved object more 
than its own. — Weighed in this 
scale, what a profanation is this 
man guilty of! 

• Not to take up my resolution be- 
forehand I — That advice comes 
too late. i 

But I must make a discreet use of 
my pen. That, I doubt, as they 
have managed it, in the sense 
they mean it, is as much out of my 
power as the other. 

But to write to one man^ when I 
am designed for another I — What 
a shocking expression is that ! j 

Repeutmg of my appointment 



with Mr. Lovelace lefore I had 
thb favour granted me, you may 
believe I hesitated not a moment 
to revoke it now that I had gained 
such a respite. Accordinjfly, I 
wrote, *'tnat I found it mcon- 
venient to meet him, as I had in- 
tended: that the risque I should 
run of a discovery, and the mis- 
chiefs that might flow from it, 
could not be justified by any ^la 
that such a meeting could an- 
swer: that I found one certain 
servant more in my way, when I 
took my morning and evening 
airings, than any other: that the 
person who might reveal the se- 
crets of a family to A/m , might, if 
opportunity were given him, be- 
tray'me, or him, to those whom it 
was his |duty to serve: that I had 
not been used to a conduct so 
faulty, as to lay myself at the 
mercy of servants: and was sorry 
he had measures to pursue that 
made steps necessary in his own 
opinion^ which, in mine, were 
very culpable, and which no end 
could justify : that things drawing 
towards a crisis between my 
friends and roe, an interview 
could avail nothing^; especially as 
the method by which this corre- 
spondence was carried on, was not 
suspected, and, he (could write all 
that was in his mina to write: that 
1 expected to be at liberty to judge 
of what was proper and fit upon 
this occasion: especiaUy as he 
might be assured, that I would 
sooner choose death, than Mr. 
Solmes." 

Tneidftj night. 

I HAva deposited my letter to 
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Mr. Lovelace. Threatening as 
things look against me, I am much 
better pleased with myself for de- 
clining the interview than I was 
before. I suppose he will be a 
little out of humour upon it, how- 
ever: but as I reserved jto m^rself 
the liberty of changing my mind*, 
and as it is easy for him to imagine 
there mar be reasons for it within 
deorsj which he cannot judge of 
toukoui; besides those I have sug- 
gested, which of themselves are of 
sufficient weight to engage his ac- 
quiescence; 1 should think it 
strange, if he acquiesces not on 
this occasion, and that with a 
cheerfulness, which ma^ shew me, 
that his last letter is written from 
his heart: for if he be really so 
much concerned at his past faults, 
as he prietends , and has for some 
time pretended, must he not, of 
course, have corrected, in some 
degree, the impetuosity of his 
temper? The first step to re- 
formation, as I conceive, is to 
subdue sudden gusts of passion, 
from which frequently the great- 
est evils arise, and to learn to 
bear disappointments. If the! 
irascible passions cannot be over- ' 
come, what opinion can we have 
of the person's power over those 
to which bad habit, joined to 
greater temptation, gives stronger 
force? 

Pray, m3r dear, be so kind, as to 
make enquiry by some safe nand, 
after the disguises Mr. Lovelace 
assumes at the inn he puts up at 
in the poor village of Neal^ he 
calls it If it be (the same I take 
it to be , I never knew it was con- 



siderable enough to have a name ; 
nor that it has an inn in it. 

As he must, to be so constantly 
near us, be much there, I would he 

flad to have some account of his 
ehaviour; and what the people 
think of him. In such a length of 
time, he must by his conduct 
either give scandal, or hope of 
reformation. Pray, my dear, 

humour me in thiV enquiry- I 
have reasons for it, which you 
shall be acquainted with {another 
time, if the result of the enquiry 
diseover them not. 

LETTER LXIV. 
Mi88 Clarissa Harlowetto Misi Bowe. 

Wednesday morning, nine o^eloek, 

I AM just returned from my 
mornine walk , and ahready have 
receivea a letter from Mr. Love- 
lace in answer to mine deposited 
last night. He must have had 
pen, ink, and ^aper with him; for 
It was written m the coppice : with 
this circumstance : on jpne knee, 
kneeling with the otner. Not 
from reverence to the written to, 
however, a8you*llfind! 

Well are we instructed early to 
keep these men at distance. An 
undesigning open heart, where it 
is loth to disoblige, is easily drawn 
in, I see, to oblige more than ever 
it designed. It is too apt to 
govern itself by what a bold spirit 
is encouraged to expect of it. it is 
very difficult for a good natured 
young person to give a negative 
where it disesteems not. 

Our hearts may harden ar 
contract, as we gain expener 
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and when we haye nmuted per-.ai«ii8 'of ezcoset iDCxenMble? I 
hapf for oar ewsy folly: and 00 know not what I write! — not 
ikeyougJUj or we shooldbeapon seryant in yoor way*! Bj the 
yerj nneqaal terms with the great Grod of hearen,'that seryant 
world. weunot^ dartdnnt^ cmUdfwthem 

Ezense these graye reflections, your waj I — Corse npon the oool 
Tliis man has yexed me heartily, caution that is pleaded jto depriye 
I see his gentleness was art: me of an expectation so trans- 
fierceness,and a temper like what porting I 

I haye been too mnch nsed to at And are ilang» drawing towards 
home, are nature in him. Nothing, a crisis between your friendi and 
I thinki, shall eyer make me for- youf — Is not this a reason for me 
giye hgun ; for sorely, there can be to expect, the rather to expect, the 
no good reason for his impatience promised intenriew? 
on an expectation given with re- . C^v I write all that is in mywind^ 
■enre, and reyocable. ~ /so mnch say yon? ^— Impossible! — Not 
to saner through him; yet^ to be the hnndredth part of what is in 
treated as if I were obbged to mymind, and in iay apprehension, 
bear insults from him ! — . can I write ! 

But here you will be pleased to | O the wayenng, thecfaaneeable 
read his letter; which I shall in- sex! — |Bnt can 'Miss Churissa 
close. jHarlowe — 

Forgiye me, raaldttm' I — I know 

TO KISS CLARISSA HABLOWB. not whst I writC ! 

Good God I ^ I Yet, I must, I do insist upon 

' What is now to become of me I your promise — or that yon will 
— How shall I support this disap- condescend to £nd better excuses 

g ointment! — No new cause! — for the failure — or convince me. 
n one knee, kneeline with the that stronger reasons are imposea 
other, I write! — ny feet be- upon^ou, than those you offer. — v 
numbed with midnight wander- A promise once eiven (upon deli" 
ings thronjg;h the heaviest dews, beratitm given) the promised only 
that ever ml: my linen drippiug can dispense with; — except in 
with the hoar frost dissolving ou cases of a very apparent necessity 
it! — Day but just breaking — .imposed npon the promiser; 
son not risen to exhale — may it which leaves no power to per- 
neyer rise again! — Unless it form it. 

brin^ healing and comfort to a| The first promise you ever made 
benighted soul! In proportion to me! life and death perhaps de- 



the loy you had inspired (ever 
loyel^promisef !) in such propor- 
tion IS my angiush! 
O my beloved creature! — But 



pending upon it — my heart de- 
sponding from the barbarous me- 
thods resolved to be taken with 
you in malice to me ! 



>ot your very excuses confes-l » see p, 298. 
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You would sooner choose death with me, dearest creature! — ^I 
than Solmes (hovr my soul spurns mean Solmes and your brother 
the competition ! ) my beloved only]. But if, exerting your usual 
creature, what are these but generosity, you will excuse and 
words f — Whose Y^ords? — Sweet > re-appoint , may that God, whom 
and eycr adorable — what? — |you profess to serve, and who k 



Promise breaker — must I call j the God of truth and of promises^ 
you? — How shall I believe the protect and bless you, for both: 
asseveration (your supposed duty. and for restoring to.hunself, ana 



in the question! Persecution so 
flaming! Hatred to me so strongly 
avowed!) after this instance of 
your so Ufhtlj dispensing with 
your promise? 
If, my dear^t life ! you 'would 

{irevent my distraction, or, at 
east, distracted consequences, re- 
new the promised hope! — My 
fate is indeed upon its crisis. 

Forgive mo, dearest creature, 
forgive me! — I know I have 



to hope, 

Your ever adoring, 
yet almost despondiftg 

Love'ia«b. 
Ivy-carem, in. the coppice — 
dny but Just breaking. 

This 18 the answer I shall retiim. 



Wednesday morning. 

I AM amazed, sir, at the freedom 
of your reproaches. Pressed and 
teazed, against convenience and 
written in too much angniish of j inclination to eive you a private 
mind! — Writing this,.intlie same meeting, am |Z to be thus chal- ^ 
moment that the just dawning4engedandupDraided,andpiysex 



li^ht has imparted to me the heavy 
disappointment. 

I dare not re-peruse what I 
have written. ^ 1 must deposit it 
— it may serve to show you m^ 
distracted apprehension that this 
disappointment is but a prelude to 
the greatest of all. — Nor, having 



reflected upon, because I thought 
it prudent to change my mind V — 
A liberty I had reserved to: myself 
when I made the appointmerir, as 
you call it; I wanted not in* 
stances of your impatient spirit to 
other people : yet may it be happy 
for me , that 1 have this new one ; 



here any other paper, am 1 able to j which shows, that you can as little 
write again if I would on this 
gloomy spot (gloomy is imy soul ; 
and all nature round :me partakes 
of my gloom 1 ) -r- Ljbnist it there- 
fore to your goodness — if {its 
fervor excite your displeasure 



rather than your pity, you wrong 
my passion; and I shall be ready 
to apprehend, that I am intended 
to be the sacrifice of more mis- 
creants than one! [haye patience 



spare^tf, when 1 pursue the dic- 
tates of my own reason, as you do 
others J for .acting up to theirs. 
Two motives you must be govern- 
ed by in this excess. The one my 
easiness; the other your own pre' 
sumption, Siuce you think yon 
have found out the /2r^l, and 
shown so much of tne last v 
I am too much alarmed, 
wish and desire, that your 1 



sse 



THE wmoBY or 



tlufl duy masj eonehide all the, And yet I haidty erer befoiedid 
troobleyoiiluiyeluidfroiDyOrfor, anytmn^inaiiffer, thatldidndt] 
Yovr bumble MTsnt, i repent m bait an bonr; and' 

qjuestioo myself In less tbui that 
tone, wbetber I were ngbt or 
wrong. 
In Una respite iSl Tnesdajr, I 



Ci.. HAMLom. 

Ibeliere, mjdear, Imajpo- 
mise myself yonr approbationy 



whener^ I write or f^>eak with' have a little time to look aboat 

Spirit, be itto wbom it will. In- Ime, as I may say, and to eonsider 
eed, I find but toonracbreason'of wbat I tore to do^ and can do. 
to exert it, since I bave to deal j And Mr. Loyelaee's insolence wfll 
with peM>ie wbo goyem them-. make me go yenr bome with mj- 



selyes mtbeir conduct to me, not by 
wbatisfit or decent, light or wrong 
but by what that they think my 



self. Not that I think I can con- 

?ner my ayersion to Mr. Solmes. 
am sore I cannot. Bnt, if lab- 



temper will bear. I have, till yery . solntely break with Mr. Loyelaee, 

lately, been praised for mine; bat , and giye my friends conyindn^ 

it has always been by those who proon of it, who knows but they 



neyer eaye me opportunity to re- 
turn me compliment to them. 
Some people haye acted, as if 



will restore me to their fay our, 
and let their views in relation to 
the other man go off by degrees? 
they t&ought forbearance on fme\ — Or, at least, that I may be safe 
side absolutely necessary for them . till my cousin Morden arrives : to 
and me to be upon good terms to- ' whom I think I will write; and 
gether; and in this case have ever- the rather, as Mr. Lovelace has 
taken care rather to awe that obli- 1 assured me, that my friends have ' 
ffation than to lay it. You have | written to him to make good their ^ 
hinted to me, that jresentment is 'side of the question, 
not natural to my temper , and But, with all my couiage , I am 
that therefore |it must soon sub- exceedingly apprehensiye about 
side: it maybe so with respect to the Tueraay next, and of what 



my relations ; but not to Mr. Love- 
lace, I assure you. 

Wednesday noon, Kareh 29. 

We cannot always answer for 



may result from my stedfriBtnesB ; 
for stedfast I am sure I shall be. 
They are resolved, I am told, to 
try every means to induce me to 
comply with what they are de- 



what we can do: but to convince termined . upon. And I am re- 



you, that I can keep my above re- 
solution, with regard to Mr. Love- 
lace, angry as my letter is, land 



solved to do all I can to avoid 
what ther would force me to do. 
A dreadful contention between 



three hours as it is since it was parents and child! — Each hoping 
written , I assure you , that I |re» to leave the other without excuse, 
pent it not; nor will soften it, al- whatever the consequence may 
thoueh I find it is not taken away. be. 
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What ciELnl' do? A:dvi8e me, 
my dear. -Somethioff ib strangely 
wrong somewhere! to make 
parents, the most' indulgent till 
now, seem cruel in a chila'seye; 
and a daughter, till within these 
lew weeks, thought unezception- 
sbly dutirbl, appear, in their 
judgment, a rebel! — my am- 
bitious and violent brother! What 
likBj he haYe to answer for to 
both! 

Be pleased to remember, my 
dear, that your last favour was 
dated on Saturday. Thi» is 
Wednesday: and none of mine 
have been taken awaj since. Don't 
l^t me want your advice. My situa- 
tion is extremely difficult — But 
I atn sure you k>ve me still: and 
not the less on /Aaf account Adieu, 
ny belovl^d friend. 

Cl.Hablowe. 

LETTER LZy. 
IOm Howe U XtoH OlaiiiM Hiurlowe. 

thxttwlmy moniiog, day-bre&k, Hurch SO. 

A» accident, and not remiss- 
ness, has occasioned my silence. 

My mother was sent for on Sun- 
day night by her cousin Larkin, 
whom I mentioned in one of my 
former, and who was extremely 
earnest to see her. 

This poor woman was always 
afraid of death, and was one of 
those weak j^ersons who imagine 
that the making of their will must 
be an undoubted forerunner of it 

She had always said, when 
urged to the necessary work, that . 
whenever she made it , she snould 
not live long after; and one would * 



think, imagined she was under an 
obligation to prove her words: 
for, though she had been long 
bed-rid, &d was, in a manner, 
worn out before, yet she thought 
, herself better, till she was per* 
suaded tc^^nake it: and from that 
mom^it, remembering what she 
'used to prognosticate (her fear$ 
helping on tmit she feared^ as is 
often the case , particularly in the 
small-pci!x) grew worse; and had 
it in her bead once to bum her 
will, in hopes to grow better upon 
it 

She sent niy mother word, that 
the doctors had given her over: 
but that she could not die till she 
saw her. I told my mother, that 
if she wished her a chance for re- 
covery, she should not, for thai 
reason, go. But go she would ;< 
and, what was worse, would make 
me go with her; and that, at an 
hour's warning; for she said no- 
thing of it to me, till she was rising 
in the morning early ^ resolving to 
return at night uad there been 
more time for argumentation, to 
be sure I had not gone; but as it 
was, there was a kind of necessity 
that my preparation to obey her, 
should) in a manner, accompany 
her command. — A command so 
much out of the way, on such a 
solemn occasion! Aiid this I re- 
presented: but to no purpose: 
there never was such a contra- 
dicting ^1 in the world — my 
wisdom always made her a fool! — 
But she wouid be obliged this iime^ 
proper or improper. 

I have but one way of accc 
ing for this sudden whim ( 
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mothor; and that is this — She; 
had a mind to aoeept of Mr. Hick- ! 
man's offer to escort her I — And 
Irerily believe [I wish I were quite 
sure of it] had a mind to oblige 
him with my company — as far as 
I know, to keep me ont of worse. 

For, wooid you believe it? -^ 
As sure as you are alive ^ she is 
afraid for her favourite Hickman, 
because of the long visit your 
Lovelace, though so much by ac- 
cident, made me in her absence, 
last time she was at the same 
place. I hope, my dear, you are 
not jealous too« But indeed I 
now-and-then, when she teazes 
me with praises which Hickman 
cannot deserve, in return fall to 
praising those qualities and per- 
sonalities in Lovelace , which the 
other never will have. 'Indeed I 
do love to teaze a little bit , that I 
dp. — My mamma's girl^^ I had 
Hke^ to' have said. 

Asyou know she is as passiomlte, 
as I am pert, you will not wonder 
to be told , that we generally fall 
out on these occasions. She flies 
from me, at the long run. It would 
be undutiful in iiie to leave her 
first — and then I get an oppor- 
itfinity to pursue our correspond" 
^ence» 

*For now I am rambling, let me 
Uiell you, that she does not much 
f tLYOva that; — for (too reasons, 1 
believe: — one that I don't show 
her all that passes between us; 
the other, that she thinks I harden 
jottt mind against your duty , as it 
» called. And with her, for a 
reason at Aume, aa I have hinted 
more than onoe, parents cannot 



do wrong; children cannot op- 
pose, and be right. This obliges 
me now-and-then to steal an'hour, 
as I may say, and not let her 
know how I am employed. 

You may euess from what I 
have written , how averse I was to 
comply iwith this unreasonable 
stretch of motherly authority — 
but it came to be a test of duty; so 
I was obliged to yield, tbiough 
with a full persuasion of being m 
the right 

I have ahnrays your reproofs 
upon these occasions: in your late 
letters stronger than ever. A good 
reason why, you'll say, because 
more deserved than ever. I thank 
vou kindly for your correction. I 
hope to make correction of it — 
but let me tell you, that your 
stripes, whether deserved or not, 
have made me sensible deeper 
than the skin — but of this an- 
other time. 

it was Monday aftemoOin be- 
fore we reached the old lady's 
house. That fiddling, paradine 
fellow [you k^ow ' who t meanj 
made us wait for him two hours! 
and 1 to go a journey I disliked, 
only for the sake of having a little 
more tawdiy upon his housings; 
which he had hurried his sadler to 

Eut on, to make him look fine, 
eing to escort his dear Mrs. Howe 
and her fair daughter. 1 told him, 
that I supposed he was afraid, 
that the double solemnity in the 
case (that of the visit to a dying 
woman, and that of his own 
countenance) would give him, the 
appearance of an undertaker; to 
avoid which, he ran into as bad an 
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extreme , and I doubted wonld b^ 
token for a mountebank. 



Ibitnigbt lierself : while I always 
isaw something to divert myself on 



The man was confounded. He 'the side of the chariot where the 



took it as strongly as if his con- 
science gave assent to theg'ustice 
of the remark ; otherwise hd would 
have borne it better; for he is 
used enough to this sort of treat- 
ment. I thought he would have 
cried. I have heretofore observed, 
that on this side of the contract, he 
seems to be a mishty meek sort of 
creature. — Ana though I should 
like it in him hereafter^ perhaps, 
yet I can't help desjpismg him a 
little in my heart for it now, I 
believe^ my dear , we all love your 
blnstenng fellows best; could we 
but direct the bluster, and bid 
it roar when, and at whom we 
pleased. 

The poor man 4oQk«d at my 
mother. She was 6o lUigiy (my 
airs upon it, and my opposition to 
the journey, having all helped) 
tliat for biuf the way she would 
not speak < to me. And when she 
did, it was, I wish I had not 
bfeovl^ht you I You know not what 
it is*^ condescend. It is niy fault, 
not Mt,:Hickman*Bj that you are 
here so mueh agamst your will. 
Have you no eyes for this side of 
the chariot? 

And then he fafed the better 
from her, as he always does, for 
faring worse from me: for there 
was, thow do you nou7, sir? And 



hoW:' ^ you now, Mr. Hickman? 

as he ambled now on this side of 

the chariot, now on that, stealing 

a prim look at me ; her head half 

out of the chariot , kindly smiling I one. Yet the manner and f 

as if married to the man but a made up (as I intendf 



honest man was not, were it but 
old Robin at a distance, on his 
RoanKefFel. 

Our courtship-days, they say, 
are our best dajs. Favour destrojrs 
courtship. ^ Distance increases it. 
Its essence is distance. And to see 
how familiar these men wretches 
erow upon a smiley what an awe 
they are struck into when we^ 
frown ; who would not make them ' 
stand off? Who would not ei^oy : 
a power, that is to be so short- 
lived? 

Don't chide me one bit for this, 
my dear. It is in nature. I can't 
help it. Nay, for that matter, I 
love it, and wish not to help it. So 
spare your gravity, I beseech you, 
on this subject. Iset not up for a 

Eerfect character. The man will 
ear it. And what need you care? 
My mother overbfidances all he 
suffSers: and if he thinks himself 
unhappy, he; ought never te be 
otherwise. 

Then did he not deserve a fit of 
the sullens, think von, to make us 
lose our| dinner for nis parade, 
since in so short a journey my 
mother would not bate, and lose 
the opportunity of coming back 
that night, haa the old lady's con- 
dition permitted it? To say no- 
thing of bein^ the cause , that my 
mamma was in the glout with her 
poor daughter all the way. 

At our alighting I gave him an- 
other dab; but it was but a little 
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should^ for that defeet Mj 
mother s hand was kindly put into 
his, with a simpering altogether 
tnidal; and with an6ther how do 
yon nowy sir? •— All his plump 
muscles were in motion, and a 
double chaiKe of care and ob- 
sequiousness fidgeted up his whole 
form, when he offered to me his 
officious palm* M j mother, when 
i was a girl, always bid me hold 
lip my head. I just then remem- 
berea her commands, and was 
dutiful — I never held up my 
head so high. With an averted 
supercilious eye, and a rejecting 
hand, half flourishing — I have no 
need of help, sir I — x ou are in my 
way 



and was extremely shocked.Death, 
to one in health, is a very terrible 
thing. We pity the person for 
what she suffers: aAd we pity our- 
selves for what we must some time 
hence in like sort suffer i and so 
are doublv affected. 

She held out till Tuesday mom- 
ing, eleven. As she had^told my 
mother that she had left her lin 
executrix, and her and me rings 
and mourning; we were employed 
all that day m matters of toe will 
[by which, by the way, my cousin 
Jenny Fynnet is handsomely pro* 
vided for] ; sp that it was Wednes- 
day morning early, before we 
could set out on our return. 



It is true, we got home (having 

fie ran back as if on wheels:) no housings to stay for) by noon: 

with a fate excessively mortified : but though I sent Kobin away be- 



I had thoiights else to have fol- 
lowed the too gentle touch, with a 
declaration, tnat I had as many 
hands and feet ^ Itimself. But 
this would have o^eti telling him a 

Fiece of news, as to the latter, that 
hope he had ifot the presumption 

to guess at. 

# # # 

ft 

We found the poor woman , as 
we thought, at the last gasp. Ilad 
we come sooner^ we could not have 
got away, as we intended, that 
night You see I am for excusing 
the man all I can; and yet, I as- 
sure you, I have not so much as 
a conditional liking to him. My 
mother sat up most part of the 
night, expecting every hour would 
have been her poor cousin*s last. 
I bore her company till two. 



fore he <usmounted (who brought 
me back a whole packet, down to 
the same Wednesday noon) yet 
was I really so fatigued, and 
shocked, as I must. own, at the 
hard death of the old lady; my 
mother likewise (who has no 
reason to dislike this world) being 
indisposed from the same occa- 
sion^ that I could not' 8^ about 
writmg time enough for Robin^s 
return that night. 

But having recruited my spirits, 
my mother having alsd:hM a good 
ni^^t, I arose with the dA#n. to 
write this, and get it dispBftcned 
time enough for your breatfast 
airing; that your suspence might 

be as short as possible. 
* # # 

I will soon follow this with a£- 



I never saw the approaches of. other. I will employ a person 
death in a grown person before ; ' directly to find out how Lovelace 
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bebaves himself at his inn. Such 
a busy spirit must be traceable. 

But, perhaps, my dear, you are 
indifferent now about him or his 
employments : for this request was 
made before he moraliy o£Eended 
yon. Nevertheless, I will have 
enquiry made, The restdt, it is 
very probable, will be of use to 
confinn you in your present un- 
forgiving temper. — And yet, if 
the poor man [shall I pity him for 
youy my dear?] should be deprived 
of the greatest blessing any man 
on eartn can receive, and to which 
he has the presumption, with so 
little merit, to aspire; he will have 
run great risks; caught great 
colds; hazarded fevers; sustained 
the highest indignities; braved 
the inclemencies of skies, and all 
for — nothing I — Will not this 
move your generogity (if nothing 
else) in his favour! — Poor Mr. 
Lovelace! — 

I would occasion no throb; nor 
half throb; no flash of sensibility, 
like lightning darting in, and as 
soon suppressed, by a discretion 
that no one of the sex ever before 
could give such an example of. — | 
1 would not y I say; and yet, for a 
trial of you to yourgelf^ rather than 
as an impertinent overflow of 
raillery in your friend . as money- 
takers try a suspectea guinea by 
the sound J let me on such *a sup- 
position. Bound you by repeating, 
I*oor Mr, Lovelace,! — 

And now, my dear, how is it 
with you? How do you now, as 
my mother says to Mr. Hickman, 
wnen her pert daughter has made 
him look sofrowfiu? 



IiBTTEB LXVI. 
BCr. Hickman to Mrs. Howe. 



MADAM, Wedaeidaj, Sfarob 39. 

Iv is with infinite regret that I 
think myself obliged , By pen and 
ink , to^ repeat my apprehensions, 
that it is impossiole for me ever to 
obtain a share in the affections of 
your beloved daughter. that it 
were not too evident to every one, 
as well as to myself, even to our 
very servants, that my love for 
her, and mv assiduities, expose me; 
rather .to her scorn [forgive me, 
madam, the hard word!] than to: 
the treatment due to a man whose 
proposals have met with your ap« 
prooation, and who loves her above 
all the women in the world. 

Well: might the meritof my pas*, 
sion be doubted, if likeMr.Solmes. 
to the truly admirable Miss Cla-' 
rissaHarlowe, I could continue my 
addresses to Miss Howe's distaste. 
Yet what will not the discontinu- 
ance cost me! 

Give me leave, nevertheless, 
dearest, worthiest lady, to repeat 
what I told you, on Monday night, 
at Mrs. Larkin*s, with a heart even 
bursting with grief, that I wanted 
not the treatment of that day to 
convince me, that I am not, nor 
ever can be, the object of Miss 
Howe's voluntary favour. What 
hopes can there be, that a lady 
wiU ever esteem as a husband, the 
man, whom as a lover, she de- 
spises? Will not every act of 
ooligingness from such a one, be 
construed an immanl^ tamenes'" 
of spirit, and entitle him the mr 
to her disdain? — My hear^ 
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lii]l:fofgiTeBieifIss3r,tfcatlGM jnoor ftronr, your l econ u ncndar 

Howes treatment of me doei no tion, been of wiflie i ent weight to 

eredtt mfhet to ker edocatioii, or eonqiier what oeeme to be an in- 

fineaeaae. Iviaableftferrioa, Ihadbeen the 

' Sinee then it if too evident, that happieat of men. 

•he eannoieateem mOL: and sinee, ' I am, dear madam, withinviol- 

MlhtfUre heard it joatlj obaenred aUereqpeet, 

br tiMB excellent MiaatClariMa Tonrerer obliged and 

Bariowe, thatJoreianotaToInn- fiuthfolhiunblesaTant, 

taiy paanon; would it not be on- 

ooa to snbjeet the dear 

»ter to the oispleaaiire of a 
•o jnatljrfondofher; and 
jouj madam, wnileyon are sogood 
as to interest j^oniaelf m my la- 
voor, to nneaaincss? And why, 
were I to be even anre, atlaat, of 
means of yonr kind 
lo ine, should I wish to 




Lxvn. 

Mn. Howe to CbArles Hieknia]i,.Eiq«. 
- Thvadfty, March 90.. 

I cijnioT bat say, Mr. Hickman, 
bat yoa have cause to be dissatb-. 
fied — to be oat of homoor — to 



make the best-beloved of my soul I be displeased — with Nancy — s. 
unhappy f since mutual most be j But, npon mv word; but inaeed> 
our mippmess, or. misenr for lifej — What shall I say? — Tet this L 
the consequence to both? 
My best wishes will for ever at* 



tend the dear, ^be ever dear lad^^ ! 
I|ay her iibptifltls be happy ! They 
most be 80, if she marry the man 
she can honour with her love. Yet 
I will sav, that whoever be the 
happy , toe thrice happy man , he 



will say. that yongood young gen> 
tlemen Know nothing at W«ofoar 
sex. Shall I tell you — ^.But vdiy 
shooid I? And yet I will say,, 
that if Mancy did not think well or 
you in the main, she istoo generous, 
to treat you so- freely a^ she does. 
— Don't you think she has courage 



never can love her with a passion ; enough to tell me, she would not 



more ardent and more sincere than 
mine. 

Accept,, dear madam, of my 
most miteful thanks for a distinc- 
tion t£at has been the only support 
of my presumption in theadoressl 
am obliged, as utterly hopeless, to 
discontinue. A distinction, on 
which (and not on my own merits) 
I had entirely relied^ but which, I 
find, can avail me nothing. To 



see you, and to refuse at any time 
seeing you, as she knows on what 
account you come , if she had not 
something in' her head favourable 
to you? — Fiel that I am forced 
to say fhus much in writing, when 
1 have hinted it to you twenty SLnd 
twenty times by word of mouth? 
But if you are so indifferent, Mr. 
Hickman — if you think you can 
part with her for her skittish tricks 
the last hour of my life, it will flrivet — if mv interest in your favour -~ 
m^ pleasure to think,, that lMld|why, Mr. Hickman,. I must' tell 
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jroQ, that myNancyis worth bear- : all hear of it ** What idle com- 
ine with. If she be foolish ^ what ' parisons then ! 
is that owing to ? — Is it not to her | But it may be you are tired out* 
101// Let we tell ypu^ sir, you It may be you have seen somebody 
cannot haite the conveuence with- else — it may be you wonld wisn 
out the inconvenience. What to ehanffe mistresses with that gay 
workman loves not a sharp tool to wretch Mr. Lovelace. It may be 
work with? But is there not more too, that, in that ease, Nancy 
danger firom a sharp tool, than j would not be sorry to chanse* 
from a blunt one ? And what work- 1 lovers. — The truiv admirable Miss 
man will throw away a sharp tool, | Clarissa Harlowe? And the ex^ 
because it may cut his finffei;s?,ce//«nt Miss Clarissa Harlowe! -* 
Wit may be likened to a snarp.Goodlackl — But take care, Mr. 
tool. And there is- something very Hickman, that you do not praise 



pretty in wit, let me tell you. 
Often and often have Ibeeu forced 
to smile at her arch tarns upon me, 



any woman living, let her be as 
admirable and as excellent as she' 
will, above yonr own mistress. No* 



when I could have beat her for | polite man will do that, sorelv. 
them. And pray, don't I bear a i And take care, too, that you io- 

S*eat deal from her? — And why ? : not make, her or me think you are 
ecause I lov^ her. And would | in earnest in your anger — just 
you not wish me to judge of your | though it may be, as anger only — 
love for her. by my own? And<jl would not for a thousand pounds,- 
would not you bear with her? — jthat Nancy should know tnat you 
DoQr't you love her (what though,can80'easily part with her, if yoa 
with another sort of love?) as well iha^ra- the love for her which you 
as I do ? I do assure you, sir, that declare you have. Be sure, if you 



if I thought you did not — well, 
bat it is plain that you don*t — 



are not absolutely determined, 
that you do not so much as whisper 



and is it plain that you don*t? — j the contents of this your letter to- 

I your own heart, as I may say. 



Vyell^ then, you must do as you 
tiiink best. 

Well might the merit of your 
passion be doubted, you say, if, 
Uke Mr. Solmes — Fiddle-faddle ! 



Her treatment of you , you say, 
does no credit either to her educa- 
tion or fine sense. Very home put, 
truly! Nevertheless, so say I. 



— Why r you are a captious man, jBut is not hers the disgrace more 
I think! — Has Nancy been so j than yours? I can assure you, 
plain in. her repulses of you as Miss that every body blames her for it 
Clary Harlowe has been to Mr. And why do they blame her?-«- 
Solmes? — Does Nancy love any i Why? Because they think you 
manbetterthanyon, although she I ment better treatment at her 
may not shew so much love to you hands: and is not this to 
as you wish for? — if she did , let credit? Who but pities yn 
me tell you, she would have let us blames herf Do theservan' 
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M jon obterre, 490 bar akittuh 
ain,diflreipectj(m lor them? Do 
tb0f not. at such times, look eon- 
eeraed nnr yoat Are they not 
tiieB doubly offidomi ib their te- 
qpeets and aerriees to 70a? — I 
baTeobBenredwithj^cawore, that 
tbeyare. 

^- Bnt yoo are afrud yon shall be 
tfaon^^t tame, perhaps, whenmar- 
lied. That yon shall not be 
thought manly enough, I warrant! 
-r- And this was poor Mr. Howe's 
fear. And many a tug did this 
lordly fear cost ns both, €rod 
knows 1 — Many more than needed, 
I am sure: — and more than ought 
ta have been, had he known how 
to bear and fbrbear; as is the duty 
of those who pretend to have most 
sense, the woman or the man V 

Well, sir, and now what remains, 
if you really lore Nancy so well as 

Sou say you do? — Why , I leave 
lat to you. You may, if you 
please, come to breakfast with me 
m the morning. But with no full 
heart J nor resenting Iboks, I advise 
you; except you can brave it out. 
That havel, when provoked, done 
many a time with my husband, but 
never did I get any thing by it 
with my daughter J much less will 
you. Of which, for your observa- 
tion, I thought fit to advise you. 
As from 

Youririend,^' 

Akkabblla Howe. 

LETTER liXVni. 
Hii3 Howe to His* Olarissa Harlowe. 
Thortday morning. 

I WILL now take some notice of 
y9ttr last &voar. But being so far 



bdund-liaiid with yott, must be 
brief. 

Luthe^rstplaoe, astoyovrre- 
proofs, tiius snail I dLseharge my- 
self of that part of my subject is 
it likely, tinnk you, that 1 should 
avoid Reserving tnem now-aad- 
theo, ooeaslonaUNr^ when I adnure 
the manner in wmc^ you give me 
our rebukes, and t^ you th^ 
better for them? And when you 
are so well eniitied to give them? 
For what faults can you possibly 
have, unless your relations are so 
kind as to &Ad you a few to keep 
their manjf in countenance? — But 
they are as kind to in« in this, as 
to you; for I may venture to af- 
firm, that any one who should read 
your letters, and would say you 
were right ^ would not on reading 
mine condemn me for being quite 
wrimg. 

Yourresolution not to leave your 
fatber^s house is ri^ht — if ^ou 
can stay in it, ana aTcnd b^g 
Solmes's wife, 

1 think you answered Sohnes*s 
letter, as 7 should have answered 
itr — Will you not compliment me 
and yourself at once, by saying, 
that was right? 

You have, in your letters to 
your- uncle and the rest, doneaU 
that you ought to do. You are 
wholly guiltless of the con- 
sequence, be it what it will. To 
o£^ to give up vour estate! — 
That would not 1 nave done ! You 
see this offer staggered tiiem: they 
took time to consider of it They 
made my heart ache in the time 
they took. I was afraid they 
would have taken you at your 
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word : and so, but for shame, and 
-for fear of Lovelace, I dare say 
they would. You are too noble 
for them. This, I repeat, is an 
offer / would not hare made. Let 
me beg of you, my^ dear, never to 
repeat the temptation to them. 

I ireeh: own to you, that their 
usabse of^tt upon it, abd Love- 
laces di£%rent treatment of you* 
in his letter received at the same 
time, would have made me his, 
past redemption. The deuce take 
the man I was going to say, for 
not having had so much regard to 
hiiB character and morals, as would 
have entirely justified such a 
istep in a Clarissa, persecuted as 
she is! 

I wonder not at your appoint- 
ment with him. 1 ma^ further 
touch upon some part of this sub- 
ject by-and-by. 

Pray — pray -^ I pray you now, 
my dearest friend, contrive to send 
your Betty Barnes to me ! — r Does 
the Coventry Act extend to wo- 
men, know ye? — The least I will 
do, shall be, to send her home well 
soused in and dragged through 
our deepest horsepond. TU en- 
gage, if I get her hither, that she 
wifi keep the anniversary of her 
deliverance as long as sl^e lives. 

I wonder not at Lovelace's saucy 
answer, saucy as it really is.** If 
he loves you as he ought, he must 
be' vexed at so great a disappoint- 
ment. The maa most have been 
a .d^t^s^^^lo hypocrite, I think, 
ha!d he not shewn his vexation, 
Yofir expectations of such a 

a * See p. 289—886. 

•• Seep.S9i-S95. _ . 



Christian eommand of temper in 
him, in a disappointment of tins 
I nature espedauy, are too early by 
, almost half a ctntury in a man of 



his constitution. But nevertheless 



I am very far from blaming you 
for your resentinej^t. 

I shall beali iippati^oe to know 
how this matter enits between you 
and him. But a few inches of brick- 
wall between you so lately ; and 
now such mountcdnsf — ^d you 
think to hold il? ^ May be so f 

You see^ jou say, that the 
temper he shewed in Ms preceding 
letter was not natural to nim. And 
did you before lihuik it wdsf 
Wretched Qreepers and insinua- 
tors ! Yet when opportunity serves, 
as insolent encroachers! — This 
very Hickman, I make no doubt, 
wpuld be as saucy as your Love- 
lace, if he dared. He has not half 
the arrogant bravery of the other, 
and can better hide his horns; 
that's all. But whenever he has 
the power, depend ^on it, he will 
butt at one as valumtly as the 
other. 

If ever I should be persuaded to 
have him , I shall watch how the 
obsequious lover goes -off; and 
how the imperative husband cr^me.? 
upon Mm; in short, how he ascends^ 
and how I descend^ in the matri- 
monial wheel, never to take my 
turn again, but by fits and starts, 
like the feeble struggles of a sink- 
ing state for its dying liberty. 

Ml' good-natured men are pas- 
sionate^ says Mr. Lovelace. A 
pretty plea to a beloved object ir 
the ;plenitude of her power! .' 
muon as to sayy '*weatly r 

. / 90 
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yon.** — Metbjiuu 1 should be glad 
to hear from MK ffitikfoan mch a 
plea for 20od-iiatarlr,as»t]u8. 

Indeed, we are too i^tto make 
allowances for stfch tempc^' as 
iarly indulgence has made no^oo' 
tromable ;and therefore habitnally 
evil. Bat if a boisterons temper, 
when under obligation^ is to be 
thus allowed for, what, when the 
tables are tamed, will it expect? 
Yoa knowa husband, who, I fancj, 



tbas tne persons ot oiscretion axe 
generally single? — Such persons 
are apt to consider too much , to 
resolve. — Are not you and I com- 
plimented as sach? — And would 
either of us many, if the fellows, 
and our firieuuds, would let us 
jaioue? 

But to the former point; — had 
Lovely .made his addresses to 
me (muleif jndeed Ihad been taken 
with a IjMng.for him mare than 



had some of these eariy aUow-jcorMJi£rumai)''jr'^would have forbid 
ances made for him: and you see him, upon Ufje'pni passionate in- 



stance of his fit^nature^ as he 

calls it, ever to l|e v^ more; 

thou must beaf nJM^ji^e , hqnert 



that neither himself nor any body 
else is the happier for it 

The suiting of the tempers of 
two persons who are to come to- ! friend, miffht I have said jhad t 

gather, is a great matter: and yet j condescended to say any thmg to 
ere should be boundaries 'fixed j him] an hundred times more th^ 
between them, by consent as it .this: — be gone therefore! — I 
were^ beyond which neither should bear witili no passions that are 



go: and each should hold the predominant to that thou hast 



Other to it; or there would pro 
bably be encroachment in both. 
To illustrate my assertion by a 



pretended for me! ' 

But to one of your mild and 
gentle temper, it would be all one, 



very high, and by a more manly J were you married, whether the 
(as some would thrak it) than wo- man were a Lovelace or a Hick- 
manly instance — If the boundaries man in his spipt. — You are so 
of the three estates that constitute obediently principled, that per- 
our political union were not haps vou would have told a mild 
known, and occasionally asserted, . man that he must not entreat , but 
what would become of the prero- ' command; and that it was beneath 
ffatives and privileges of each? him not to exact from you the 
I'he two branches of the legis- 1 obedience ^u hsA so solemnly 
lature would encroach upon each vowed to him at the altar. — 1 
other; and the executive power 'know of old, my dear, your meek 
would swallow up both. ^ j regard to that little piddlin]g^ part 

Butif two persons of discretion, of the marriage vow which some 
you'll say, come together — ^ jpreroeative-monger foisted into 

Ay, my dear, that's true: but, the office, to make that a diay^ 
f none but persons of discretion which he knew was not a right. 
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Our way of training up, you say, 
makes tis need the protection of the 
brave. Very trae: and how ex- 
tremely brave and gallant is it, 
that this brave man will free as 
from all insults but those which 
will go nearest to oufliearts ; that 
is to say, his own ! 

How artfully has Lovelace, in 
the abstract you give me of one pf 
his letters, calculated to your 
meridian! Generous spirits hate 
conipulsionl — He is certainly a 
deeper creature by much than 
once we tl&ought him. He knows, 
as you*||itimate, that his own wild 
pranks cannot be concealed ; and 
.ap. owns ^ just enough to palliate 
4]»9caase it teaches you not to be 
{SUl^prised at) any new ojie that 
fB\iv come to your ears ; and then, 
tHuv, he is, however faulty, a 
xhighty ingenuo^is man: and by no 
fneans an hypocrite: a character 
the most odious of all others, to 
our sex, in a lover, and the least to 
be foreiven,' were it only because, 
when det^ted, it makes us doubt 
the justice of those praises which 
we are willing to believe he thought 
to be our due. 

By means of this supposed m- 
0€riiaV^, Lovelace obtains a praise; 
instead of a merited dispraise; 
and, like an absolved confe^*^ 
aionaire, wipes off as he eoes 
along one score, to begin anotner: 
for an eye favourable to him will 
not see his faults through a 
magnifyinj; glass; nor will a wo- 
man, willing to hope the best, for- 



give credit to ^ncfa of the nn&r 
vourafole imputations ' as' jnay be 
too flagrant to hp. doubted, she 
will be very a^ t |;p take in the 
future hove, Vhich he incalcatesi 
and whicn to que9tion would be to 
question her own power, and per- 
ha|>s mtrit: and thus may awpman 
foe inclined to make i^ shghi , even 
a/ana>d merit, atone for the most 
glaring vice. 

I have a reason , a new one , for 
this preachment upon a text you 
have given me. But, till I am 
better informed, I will not explain 
myself. If it come out, a^ X 
shrewdly suspect it will, the man, 
my dear, is a devil: ana yon milst 
rather think of — I protest I had 
like to have said Solmes than him. 

But let this be as it will, shall 1 
tell you, how, after all his offences, 
he ma^ ^^J^ ™ 'mXYi you again? 

I will* Tnus .then : it is but ta 
claim for himself the good-natured 
character f and this, granted, will 
blot out the ftLvAt of passionate ja- 
solence : and so he will have no- 
thing to do, but this hour to ac- 
custom you to insult: the next, to 
bring you to forgive Dim, upon his 
submission: the consequence must 
be, that he will by this teazing 
break your resentment all to 
pieces : and then, a little more of 
the insult, and a little less X){ the 
submission, on his part, will go 
down, till nothing else but the^r^r 
will be seen, and not a bit ox the 
second: you will then be afraid to 
provoke so offensive a spirit ; and 



bear to impute to ill- will and pre- .at last will be brought so prettitv 
judice all that charity can make | and so audibly, to pronor 
00 imputable. And if she even UUle reptile word Ob> 
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win do (me*i heart good to hear 
yoo. The Museomie wife then 
takes pUce of the managed 
nustreM. — And if joa doubt the 
progression , be pleased , my dear, 
to take jonr mother's ja^ment 
upon it. 

But no more of this just now. 
Tonr sitoation is become too^ 
critical to permit me to dwell upon 
these sort of topies. And ^et this 
is bat an affected Umtu with me. 
M;^ heart I as I have neretofore 
said, is a smcere sharer in all vonr 
distresses. My son^sbine darts 
bat tiiroagh a drizzly dead. M^ 
eye, were yoa to see it, when it 
seems to yaa so gladdened f as yon 
mentioned in a former, is more 
than ready to overflow, even at 
the very passages perhaos upon 
which you impute to me toe arch- 
nest of exultation. 

But now the unheard-of cruelty 
and perverseness of some of your 
friends [relations^ I should say— I 
am always blundering thuslj the 
as strange determinedness of 
others; your present quarrel with 
Lovelace; and your approaching 
interview with Solmes, from which 
you are right to apprehend a 
great deal; are such considerable 
circumstances in ypur story, that 
it is fit they should engross all my 
attention. 

You ask me to advise you how 
to behave upon Solmes's visit I 
cannot for my life. I know they 
expect a great deal from it: you 
had not else had vour long day 
complied with. Ail I will say is, 
thlit if Solmes cannot be prevailed 
'. that Lovelace has so 



much offended yoo, he never wiD. 
When the interview is over, I 
doubt not bat that I shall have 
reason to say^ that all you did. 
that all you said, wasri^ht, ana 
could not be better; yet,ifIdoD*t 
think so, I won't say so; that I 
promiseTOo. 

Only let me advise yoa to palL 
up a roirit, even,toyoar uncle, if 
there be occamon. Besent the vile 
and foolish treatment you meet 
with, in which he has taken so 
large a share, and make him 
ashamed of it, if you can. 

I know not, upon recoUection, 
but this interview may be a good 
thing for you, however designed. 
For when Solipes sees (if that be 
to ie so) ' that it is impossible he 
shoidd succeed with you; and 
your relations see it too; the one 
must, I tlunk, recede, and the 
other come to terms with yoa, 
upon offers, that it is my opinion, 
will eo hard enough with vou to 
comply with ; when the still harder 
are aispensed with. 

There are several passages in 
your last letters, as well as in your 
former, n^ch authorize me to say 
this. But it would be unseasonable 
to touch this subject further just 
now. 

But, upon the whole , I have no 
patience to see you thus made the 
sport of your brotiier's and sister's 
cruelty: for what, after so' much 
steadiness on your part, in so many 
trials, can be their hope? Except 
indeed it be to drive you to ex- 
tremity, and to ruin you in the opi- 
nion Of your uncles^ as well as 
father. 
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I tunge you by all means to send 
out ot their reaoh all the letters 
and papers you would not have 
them see. Methinksj I would wish 
you to de^KMit likewise a parcel of 
clothes, knen, and the like, before 
your interview with Solmes; lest 
you should not have anopportimi- 
ty for it afterwards. Robin shall 
letch it aWay on the first orders, 
by day or by night 

I am in hopes to procure from 
my mother, if things come to ex- 
tremity, leavq^for yon to be pri- 
yately with i|S. 

I will condition ^ be good- 
humoured, and even £:iW, tonsa 
favourite, if she will shew me an 
indulgence that shall make me 
serviceable to xinb. 

This alternative has been a 
good while in my head. But as 
your foolish uncle has so strangely 
attached my mother to their views, 
I cannot promise that I shall sue* 
eeed as I wish. 

Do not absolutely despair, how- 
ever. What though the conten- 
tion will be between wnman and 
woman f I fancy I shall be able to 
manage it, by the help of a little 
female perseverance. Your quarrel 
with Lovelace , if it continue , will 
strengthen my hands. And the 
offers you made in your answer to 
your uncle Harlowe*s letter of 
Sunday night l^t, duly dwelt 
upon, must add force to my^ pleas 



LBTTBR UOZ* 
Ifiif ClariffM Hwlowe to HIm Howe. 

Friday, Itoreh 81. 

You haveverykSndlyacconnted 
for your silence. People in nus- 
fbrtunes are alwaysin doubt They 
are tod apt to turn evenimavoidar 
ble accidents into slights and 
neg1ects^«speciallyinthosewho6e 
favourable opiuion they wish to 
preserve. 

I am sure I ought evermpre to 
exempt my Aiina Howe from the 
supposed possibilihrof her becom- 
ing one of those who bask only in 
the sunshine of afriend : but never- 
theless her friendship is too pre- 
cious to me, not to doubt my own 
mepts on the one hand, and hot to 
be i^ixious for the preservation of 
it, on the other. 

You so generously £^ve me 
liberty to chide you tluit I am 
afraid of taking it, oeteanse leould 
sooner mistrustmy own judcrment, 
than that of a belbved mend, 
whose ingenuousness in acknow- 
ledging an imputed error seems to 
set her above the dommission of a 
wUful one. This makes me half 
afraid to ask you^ if you think yoa 
are not too cruel, too ungenerous 
shall I say? In your behaviour to 
a man who loves you so deariy, 
and is so worthy and so sincere a 
man? 

Only it is by You, or I should 
be ashamed to be outdone in that 



I depend upon your forgiveness j 
of all the perhaps unseasonable true ma^animityf: which makea 
flippancies of your naturally too one thaiuif ul for tne wounds 
lively, yet most sincerely sym- 
pathising, 

AnrA Hows. 



by a true friend. I belie- 
ffuilty ol a petulance, t 
Uiing but my uneasy siti 
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^ ■M.y»^, if (hat can. I am almost (as I have said m<NPe dian oikoe be- 
<^iti3 to beg of yon, and yet I fore) I will lore yoa the better, 
repeatedly do^ to giro way to that and my amended heart shall be all 
channing spirit 9 whenerer it rises', years: and it will then be more 
to yomr pen, which smiles, yet worthy to be yoors. 
goes to the qoick of my fault 
What patient shall be amid of a 
probe m so delicate a hand? — I 
say, I am almost afraid to pray 
yoa to gire way to it, for feair yoa 
shoald, for that rety reason, 
vestcaui it. For tiie eage may be 
taken off^ if it does not make the 
solgectof its railleiT wince aUttlie. 
PemdUed or desired satire may be 
apt, inaseneroos satirist, mendiiig 
asitxaiuies, to torn too soon into 
panegyric Yoors is intended tg 
mstroet; and though it bites, it 
{leases ^t the same time : no fear 
of a wonnd's rankling or festering 
by so delicate a point as you 
eany; not envenomed by person- 
(Uitp, not intending to expose, or 
ridicule, or exasperate. The most 
admired of our modems know no- 
thing of this art: why? because it 
must be founded in good-nature, 
and directed by a right heart. 
The man, not the /au/^b generally 



You have taught me iHiat tp 
say to, and what to think of , Hr. 
Lovelace. ' You have, by agree- 
able anticipation, let me know 
how it is probable he will apply to 
me to be excused. I will lay every 
thing before you that shall pass 
on toe occasiMi. if he do Wf\j, 
that I may tale jour advice, 
when it can come m time; and 
^hen it cannot, that I may receive 
your correction, of approbation, 
as I may happen to merit either. 
— Only one ttiin^ most be allowed 
for the) that matever coarse I 
shall be permitted or be forced to 
steer, I must be considered as a 
person out of her own direction. 
Tost to and fro by the high winds 
of passionate control (and, as I 
think, unreasonable severity), I 
behold the desired port , the single 
state, into which I would fain steer ; 
bat am kept ofE by the foaming 
billows of a brother*s and sister's 



the sabjeet of their satire: and I envy, and by the raging winds of 
were it to beytat, how shoald it be a supposed invaded authority; 



useful; how should it answer any 
good purpose; when every gaw 
(for their weapon is abroadswoi^cl, 
not a lancet! lets in the airi.of 
poblie ridicole, and exasperates 
wtoe it should heal? Spare me 
not therefore because I am year 
^rtend. For <Aa( very reason spare 

me not. I mav feel vour edge, tremity ! — > I will not. asyoucau- 
fine as it u. I may he pained : tlon me , too much depend upon 
yoa would lose vour end ii I were ' yoor success, with your mother in 
' bat after the first sensibility my favour; for well I know her 



.vrhile 1 see in Lovelace, the rocks 
on one hand, andinSolmes, the 
sands on the other; and tremble, 
lest I should split upon the former, 
or strike upon the latter. 

But you, my better pilot, to 
what a charming^ hope do you bid 
me aspire, if things come to oz- 



— A 
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bi^h notionB of implicit duty in a her. curiosity was owiwg to the 
child: hut yet I win Anpe too; he* orders she had received; andhe* 
cause her seasonahle protection iug afraid they would ahrid^emB 
may save me perhaj^s from a of my airings ^ If their suspicions 
greater rashness : and m this case were not obviated, it has ever 
sne shall direct me in all my ways: since been my custom (among 
I will do nothing but by her or- other contrivances) not only to 
ders, and by ner advice and leave niy kevs in the locks; but 
yours: not see any body: not to emjploy the wench now apd 
write to any bodv: nor shall any then m taking out my clothes,. 
living soul, but by her direction suit by suit, on jjretence of pre- 
and yours, know where I am. In venting their bemg rumplea or 
any cottage place me, I will never creased, and to ^ee that the 
stir out, unless disguised as your flowered 'silver suit did not tar- 
servant, I am now and then per*, nish ; sometimes declaredly to 
mitted an evening walk with you:' give myself employment, having 
and this private protection to be uttle else to do: with which em- 
^anted for no longer time than ploy ment (superadded to the de- 
till my cousin Morden comes ^ light taken by the low as well as 
wliich, as I hope, cannot be by th^ high of our. sex in seeing 
long. fine cldithes) she seemed always, 

I am afraid I must not venture I thought, as well pleased as if it 
to' take the hint you give mQ, to *^8^J^'®<^ ^^® ^^ ™ tOflSces she 
deposit 80010 of my clothes; al- had in charge, 
though I will some of my linen, , To this^^d to the confidence 
as w3i a# papers. they have m a spy so dihgent, 

^ IwiUtc^^why-Betfyhad-f *^,^^^^^ 

for some time been rery cunous. \.» v ^"""^««^»'^ * «. *c«****^. «u 

^wJ^\IJ^^^Z^ «t J;^!« 1 which neverthe^ssJbebeve every 

i^J^^n^^'i^n^h^ll «erVant loves.^abr have at- 
took OQt any of my thmgs before ^^^^^^^ ^ makroite; J suppose, 

rtv • • 1-1 T I owe the freedom J enjoy of my 

' Observing this, I once, on firings: and perhaps (finding I 
taking one of my garden airings, make no movements towards 
left my keys in the locks; and on going away) they are the more 
my return surprised the creature secure, that I shall at last be pre- 
with her hand upon the keys, as yailed upon to, comply with their 
if shutting the door. measures: since they must think, 

* She was confounded at my sud- that, otherwise, they give me 
den coming back. I took no no- provocation enough to take some 
ti<5e: out, on her retiring, I found rash step in order to free myself 
tny clothes were not in the usual from a treatment so disgr^^'^'^^-^- 
order.' land which |6od forgive 

I doubted not, dpoh this , that judge amissj lam afraid ^ 
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and sister watdd not be sorry to drive no donbt to irradiate my mind in 
me to take. my misfortwies) yon rally me 

If tlierefore such a step should npon them. Every body has not 
become necessary (which I yet your talent of introducing serious 
hopewillnot) I must be contented and important lessons, in such a 
to go away witib the clothes I shall happy manner as at once to de- 
have on at the time. My custom lignt and instruct, 
to be dressed for the day, as soon What a multitude of contri- 
9L3 breakfast is over, when I have vances may not young people fall 
had no household emi^oyments to upon, if tne mind be not engaged 
prevent me, will make such a stcfp by acts of kindness and condes- 
(ifl am forced to take it) less sub- cension! I am not used by my 
pected. And tiie linen I shall de- friends of late as I always used 

Epeit, in pursuance of your kind their servants. " 
int, cannot be missed. I When I was entrusted with the 

This custom, although a pri- family management, I bIwbjb 
soner (as I may too truly say), found it ri^ht, as well in policy 
and neither visited nor visiting, as generosity, to repose a trust in 
I continue. We owe to ourselves, them. Not to seem to expect or 
and to our sex^ you know, to be depend upon justice from them, 
always neat; and never to be sur- is m a manner to bid them take 
prised in a way we should be opportunities,whenever they offer, 
painted to be seen in. tobeuhjust. 

Besides, people in adversity' Mr. Solmes (to ocpatiate a little 
(which is toe state of trial of every on this low, but hot unuseful sub- 
good qualify) should endeavour ject) in his more trifling solicitudes 
to preserve laudable customs, would have hada sorry key-keeper 
that, if sunshine return, they iii me.- Were I mistress of a fa- 
may not be losers by their trial, mily, I would not. either take to 

Does it not, moreover, manifest myself, or^ve to servants, the 
a firmness of mind, in an unhappy pain of keeping thoselhad reason 
person, to keep hope alive? To to suspect People low in station 
nope for better days, is half to have often minds not sordid. Nay, 
deserve them: for could we have I have sometimes, thought, that 
just ground for such a hope, if (even take number for number) 
we did not resolve to deserve what there are more honest low people^ 
that hope bids us aspire to? — than honest hi^h.. In tiie one,. 
Then who shall befriend a person honesty is their chief pride. In 
who forsakes herself? the other, the love of power, of 

These are reflections by which grandeur, of pleasure, mislead; 
I sometimes endeavour to support and ^that and their ambition in- 
myself. duce a paramount pridis, which 

I know you don't despise my too offc^ swallows up the more 
grave airs^ although (with a view laudable one. 
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Many of the fonner would scorn ■ solitude is of all things my wish; 
to deceive a confidence. But I ^and the awftil silence of the night| 
hare seen, among the most i^o- 1 the spangled element, and the 



rant of their class, a susceptibility 
of resentment, if their honesty has 
been suspected: and have more 
than once been forced to put a 
servant right j whom I have neard 
say, that, although she valued 
herself upon her ^oneiT/y, no master 
or mistress should suspect her for 
nothing. 

How far has' the comparison I 
had in my head, between my 
friends' treatment of me, and my 
treatment of their servants^ car- 
ried me!^Butwe always allowed 
ourselves tO' expatiate on s^ch 
subjects, whether low or high, as 
might tend to enlarge our minds, 
or mend our management, whe- 
tiier notional or practical , and 
whether such expatiating re- 
spected our present, bit might 
respect our probable future situa- 
tions. 

What I was prineipally leading 
to, was to tell you, how ingenious 
I am in mv contrivances and pre- 
tences to blind my gaoleress, and 
to take off the jealousy of her 
principals on my going dow^ so 
often into the gimlen and poultiy- 
yard. People suspiciously treated 
are never I believe at a loss for 
invention. Sometimes I want air, 
and am better the moment I am 
out of my chamber. — Sometimes 
spirits; and then mf bantams and 



rising and setting sun, how pro* 
motive of contemplation ! ^ Some- 
times, when I intend nothing, and 
expect no lettenT, I am officios to 
take Betty with me; and at others, 
bespeak her attendance when I 
know she is otherwise employed, 
and cannot give it me. 

These more capital artifices I 
branch out into lesser ones , with- 
out number. Yet €Ul have not only 
the face of truth, but are real 
truth; although not my principal 
motive. How prompt a thins 'is 
will! '^ What impediments do€8 
dislike furnish! — How swiftly, 
through every difficulty, do we. 
move with the one 1 -^ How tardily' 
with the other! — Eveiy trifling, 
obstruction weighinff us down, as 
if lead were futened to our fSeetl 

FFrid«7 morniDf , eleVMi oVloek. 

I have already maide up my 
parcel of linen. My heart ached 
all the time I was employed about 
it; and still aches, at the thoughts 
of its being a necessary pre- 
caution. 

When the parcel comes to your 
hands, as I hope it safely wiU^ 
you will be pleased to open it 
You win find in it two parcels 
sealed up; one of which contaus 
the letters you have-not yet seen f 
being those written since I left 
pheasants or the cascade divert [you: in the other are all the let- 
me; the fbrmer, by their inspirit- ters and coj)ies of lettiors that have' 
ine liveliness; the latter, more passed between yoit and me since 
solemnly, by its echoingdashing^,] I was last with you; with sor*'* 
and hollow miurmurs.' Sometimes other papers on snbjeeti so w 



814 



THE HISTORT OF 



above me, tballeaiiiiot with them 
to be Men by maj body whocein- 
dolgenee I am not to sure of, as 
I am of Toim. If m j jadgmQot 
ripen wito m yean, perhaps I 
may DoHew tnem* 

Hn. Norton need to say, from 
her rereiead fiuher, that ^oath 
was the time of life for moffmaium 
and fancy to work in: then, were ; 
4 lAilterto lav by his works tUl 
riper years and experience should I 
dureet the fire rather to gl^fw^ than J 
to /lame eui; something between 
both might perhaps be produced 
that would not displease a jadi- 
eions eye. 

In a third division, folded up 
separateljT, are all Mr. Lovelaces 
letters written to me since he was 
forbidden this house, and copies 
of my answer^ to them. I expect 
!that yon will break the seals of 
this parcel, and when yon have 
^ertwed them all, give me your 
ittee opinion of my conduct 
. By the way, . not a line from 
that man! -f— Not one line! — 
Wednesday I deposited mine. It 
remained there on Wednesday 
•night What time it was taken 
awaT yesterday, I cannot tell: for 
I did net concern myself about it, 
till towards night; and then it was 
not there. No return at ten this 
day • I suppose he isas much out 
of hnmonr, as I. — With all my 
heart! 

He may be mean enough, 'per- 
haps, if ever I should ^ut it into 
his j»ot0er, to avenge himself for 
the trouble he has luid with me. — 
But that noW| I dare say, I never 
•hall. 



I see what sort of a man the 
encfoacheris. And I hope we are 
eoually sick of one another. — 
My heart is vezedly easy, if I may 
so describe it — Vexedly — be- 
cause of the apprehended inter- 
view with Solmtt, and the conse- 
quences it mav))e attended with: 
or else I should be quite easy; for 
I have not deserved the usaee I 
receive: and could I be ria of 
Solmes, as I ]>resume I am of 
Lovelace, their influence over my 
father, mother, and ancles, against 
me, could not bolcL ^ 

The five guineas tied up in one 
comer of a handkerchiet under 
the linen, I bee you will let pass 
as an acknovaedgment for the 
trouble I give your trusty servant 
You must not chide me for this. 
You know I cannot t>e easy unless 
I have my way in these little 
matters. 

I was going to put up what 
little money I have, and some of 
my ornaments; but they are port- 
able, and I cannot forget them. 
Besides, should they (sns|>ectin^ 
me^ desire to see any of the jewels, 
and were I. not able to prodnoe 
them, it would amount to a de- 
monstration of an intention which 
would ha«;e a guilty appearance 
to them. 

Friday, oneoVIoek, in Ui« wood-how e. 

No letter yet from this man I I 
have luckily deposited my parcel, 
and have your letter of last night. 
If Robert take this without the 
parcel, pray let him return im- 
mediately for it But he cannot 
miss it, I think; and must con- 
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dude that it is put there for him 
to take away. Yon may believe, 
from the contents of ^ours , that I 
shall inmiediatelj write again. 

CLABISSiL HABLOWB. 

LBTTEB LKX. 
MiBS Howe to Miss CUtrlssa Harlowe. 
Thursday night, March 30. 

The fruits of mj inquiiy, after 
your abominable wretch's beha- 
viour and baseness at the paltry 
alehouse, which he. calls an inn, 
prepare to hear. 

Wrens and sparrows are not 
too ignoble a quarnr for this villa- 
nous gosrhiawk! — His assiduities ; 
bis watchiidgs; his nishtly risks; 
the indementweatherne journeys 
in ; must not be all placed to your 
account. He has opportunities of 
making every thing light to him 
of that sort A sweet pretty girl, 
I am, told -— Innocent till he went 
thither — Now! (ah I poor girl!) 
who knows irhat? 

But just tume4of seventeen I ~ 
His mend and brothel rake (a 
-jqiuan of humour and intrigue), as 
lam told, to share the social 
bottle with. And sometimes an- 
other disguised rake or two. No 
sorrow comes near their hearts. 
3d not disturbed, my dear, at his 
hoar^eneBsl His pretty Betsy, his 
Rosebud, as the vile wretch calls 
h^ can hear all he says. 

He if very fond of her. They 
•ay she- is mnooent even yet — 
Hw father, her grandmother, be- 
lieve her to be so. He is to fortune 
her out to a young lover! — Ah! 
the poor young lover ! — Ah ! the 
poor simple gin! 



Mr. Hickman tells me, that he 
heard in town, that he used;. to be 
often at plays, and at the Op^a, 
with women ; and every time with 
a different one — Ah I my sweet 
friend I — But I hope he is nothing 
to you^ if all this were truth — 
But this intellieence, in relation 
to this poor gin , will do his busi- 
ness, if vou had been ever so good 
friends before. 

A vile wretch! Cannot such pu- 
rity in pursuit t in view, restrain 
him? But I leave him to you! — ' 
There can be no hope of him. 
More. of a fool, than of such a 
man. Yet I wish I may be able to 
snatch the poor young creature 
out of his villanous paws; I have 
laid a scheme to do so; if indeed 
she be hitherto innocent and heart 
free. 

He appears to the people as a 
military man, in disguise, se- 
cretins himself on account of a 
duel fought in town; the adver- 
sary's li£ in suspense. The^ be- 
lieve he is a great man. His friend 
passes for an inferior officer ; upon 
a foot of freedom with him. He, 
accompanied by a third man, who 
js a sort of subordinate compa- 
diiion to. the second. The wretch 
hii](isdlf witbrbut one servant 
i O mv dear!- how pleasantly can 
these devilB , as I must call them, 
pass their time, while our gentle 
bosoms heave with pity for their 
supposed suffering^ for us ! 

W W w 

I have sent for this girl and he^* 
father ; and am just now inform 
that I shall see them. I will 
them thoroughly. I shall f 
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find bnt rach a simple thine as 
this, if he has not oorrapteaher 
alreadf — and If he has, I shall 
soon mid that out too. — If more 
art than natnre appears either in 
her or her father, 1 shall ghre them 
both np^ bat depend npon it, Ihe 
girl's undone. 

He is said to be fond of her. He 
plaees her at the upper end of his 
tables He sets her a-prattling. 
He keeps his friend at a distance 
from her. She prates away. He 
admires for nature all she says. 
Once, was heard to call her 
charming little creature 1 An 
hundred has he called, so no 
doubt He nuts her upon sinking. 
He praises ner wild note. — (J, my 
dear, the girVs undone I — must 
be u]id<Hie r — The man you know 
isLowLACB. 

Let 'em bring Wyerley to you, 
if they will have you married — 
any body but Soknes and Love> 
laeebeyoural — So advises 
Your 

AVVABOWK. 

My dearest friend, consider this 
alehouse as his garrison: him 
as an enemy: his brother 
rakes as his assistants and 
abettors. Would not your 

• brother^ ' would not your 
unclesF, tremble, if they knew 
how near them he is as they 
pass to and fro? — I am told, 
he is resolved- you shall not 
be carried to your uncle An- 
tony's. — What can you do 
imih or mthout such an enter- 
prising — Fill up the, 
Dlankl leave. — I cannot fiiijd 
a word bad enough. ' 



LETTER LZZZ. 
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Hiis OUrisiii H«rlowe to Hl9« Howe. 
Fridmy, three o^eloek. 

You incense, alarm, and terrify 
me, at the same time — hasten, 
mv dearest friei^d , hasten to me, 
what tother intelngence you can 
gather about this vilest of men. 

But never talk of innocence , of 
simplicity and this unhappy dri 
together. Must she not know, tnat 
such a man as that, dignified in 
his very aspect | and no disguise 
able to c^ceal his being of con- 
dition: must m^an too much, 
when he places her at the upper 
end of his table', and calls her or 
such tender immes? Would a girl, 
modest fl[s simple-^ above seven- 
teen, be set a smgmg at the plea- 
sure of such a man as that? A 
stranser, and professedly in dis- 
gaiBei -^ Would her father and 
grandmother, if honest people, 
and earef ill of their simple girl, 
permit such freedoms? ' 

Keep Ms friend €U ^stance from 
herl — To be sure his designs are 
villanons, if they have not been 
already effected. 

Warn, my dear, if not too 
late, the unthinking father of his 
child's dang^. There cannot be 
a father in :thieJwo^ld who would 
sell his child's virtue. No mofter) 

— The poor thinff!' 

I long to hear the result of your 
intelligence. You shall see the 
simple creature you tell me. -r 
Let ine know what sort of a girl 
she i|>>r- A stoeet pretty girl! yott 
say. A Istoeei pretty giri^ my dear ! 

— They are sweet pretty words 
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firom your pen. But are they j seen in disfftdse* Bat he woald 
yours or Aw of her? — If she be bo see farther, ne said, before he told 



her more; aad she proaiised ««• 
crecy, in nope to get at further m- 
telliaence, I thought it could be 
no harm, to get you to inform 
yourself and me of what could be 
gathered*. And now I see his 
enemies are but too well war* 



simple, if she have ease and na* 
tore in her manner, in her speech, 
and warbles prettily her t9/&iYMife«, 
such a girl as that must engage 
such ff profligate wretch ^aauow 
indeed I doju»t this man is) , ac- 
customed, perhaps, to town wo* 
men, ana their confident ways. 
Must deeply^ and for a Itmg season^ 
enga^ him : since perhaps when 
her innocence is departed, she 
will endeavour by heart to supply 
the loss of the natural charms 
which now engage him. 

Fine hopes of such a wretch's 
reformation! I would not, my 
dear, for the world, have any 
thing to say ^ — but I need not 
make resolutions. I have not 
opened, nor will I open, his letter. 
— A sycophant creature! — with 
his hoarsenesses — got perhaps 
by a midnight revel, singing to 
his wild-note singer, and only in- 
creased in the coppice ! 

To be ahready on a foot! — In ^^,.^^^ ,^1, expectations *om the contri- 

his esteem, I mean: for myself 11 vance he set on foot by means of his 
despise him. I hate myself almost agent Joseph Leman^who plays, as 

forfwritiBg 80 much'abottt Wm, jrid.XVhe'coSS'S^tU'ill^wS; 

and of such a simpleton as this passed en the occasion between the two 

ladies. 

This explanation is the more necessary 
to be given, as several of our readers 
(through want of due attention) have at- 
tributed to Mr. Lovelace, on his behaviour 
to his Rosebud, a greater merit than was 
due to him; and moreover Imagined, that 
it was improbable that a man , who was 
capable of acting so generously (as they 
supposed) in (Ais instance, should, be 
guilty of any atrociom vileness. Not 



• I( will be seen lA Letter 
that Hr. Lovelace's motive for sparing, 
his Rosebud was twofold. First, because 
his pride was gratified by the grand- 
mother's desiring him to spare her grand- 
daughter. **Many a prrtty rogue says 
he, *' had I spared, whom I did not spare, 
had my power been acknowledged , find 
my mercy in time implored. Bat the 
debrlliire sup^ibo* should be my motto 
were I to have a new one." 

His other motive will be explained in 
the following passage, in the same. **I 
never was so honest, for so long toge- 
ther,'* says he, ** since my matriculation. 
It behoves me so to be. Some way or 
othar my recess [at this little inn] may 
be found out , and it then will be thought 
that my Rosebud has attracted me. A 
report in my ftivonr firbm simplieities so 
amiable, may establish me,'' tec. 

Accordingly, as the reader will here- 
after see, Air. Lovelace finds, by the 



stveet pretty girly as you call her: 
but no one can be either sweet or 
pretty that is not modest, that is 
not virtuous. 

And now, my dear, I will tell 
you how I came to put you upon 
this inquiry. 

This vile Joseph Leman had 



given a hint to Betty y and she to > considering that love, pride, and re- 
me. as if Lovelace would be foundjvenge, as he owns in Letter xxxi. - 
fttit «n hA A verv bad niAn At o Ingredients of equal force in his 

out to DC a very oaa man. at aj m^„^^^^,j^^,jgi^c^^„, 
place where he had been lately Tm to him. 
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nuited in their reports of him: .wicked. Her &ther is an hunest 



and, if the rain of this poor TOQng simple man: entirely satiBied 
creature be his aim, and if he had with his chilay and with her new 



not known her bat for his visits to 
JEsilowePlace,! shall hare reason 
to be doabl}r coneemed for her; 
and doublj incensed against so 
▼lie a man. 

I think I hate him worse than I 
do Solmes himself. 
<■ Bat I will not add one more 

,w;ord about him; after I have told ^«^«, •»«• •».* ^^^MM^^^y^ .»>. 
jOu, that I wish to knovras soon) broaght about bj him. He is re- 
as possible what further occurs solved, her father says, to make 



W11 

acquaintance. 

I am almost afraid for your 
heart, when I tell you, that I find, 
now I have got to the bottom of 
this inquiiy, something noble 
come out in this Lovelace's fa- 
vour. 

The girl is to be married next 
week; and this promoted and 



from your inquiry. I have a letter 
from him; but shall not open it 
till I do: and then, if it come out, 
as I dare say it will, 1 will directly 
put the letter unopened into the 



one couple happy, and wishes he 
could make more so {therms for 
you J my dearl] And having taken 
a liking also to the young fellow 
whom she professes to love, he 



place I took it from, and never i has given her an hundred pounds: 
trouble myself more about him.! the arandmother actually nas it in 
A j.__ J . j> ,_ J 'her nands, to answer to the like 

sum given to the youth bv one of 
his own relations : while w. Love- 
lace's comnanion,. attNicted by 
the example, has given twentjr- 
five guineas to the mther, who is 
poor, towards clothes to equip tbe 
pretty rustic 

Mr. Lovelace and his friend, the 
poor man says, when they first 



Adieu, my dearest friend. 

CL. HAKLOWB. 

LETTER LZXn. 
Mlas How« to Mist Cbuits* Harlowe. 

Friday noon, March 31, 

JusTicB obliges me to forward 
this after my last on the wings of 
the wind, as I may say. I really 



believe the man is innocent Of came to his house, affected to ap 
this one accusation I thiuk. helpe&r &b persons of iow degree^ hut 
must be acquitted ; and I am | now he knows the one (but men- 
sorry I was so forward in dis-^tioned it in coi^dence) to be Co- 
patching away my intelligence by lonel Barrow, the otiier Captain 
halves. ^ ^ iSloane. The Colonel, he owns, 

I have seen the girl. She is ' was at first very sweet vpon hU 
really a very pretty, a very neat,i0tV/: but upon her grandmother's 
and, what is still a greater beauty, . begging of him to spare her in- 
a very innocent young creature. nOcence, he vowed, that he would 
He who could have ruined such never offer any thing, but good 
an undesigning home-bred, must counsel to her. He kept his word; 
have been indeed infernally and the pretty fool admowledged, 
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thtit she could never have beeni 
better ins^cted by the minister 
himself from the jBible hook! — 
The ml pleased me so well, that 
I maae her ylsit to me worth her 
while. 

Bat wb^t, my dear^-will become 
of VLB now? r- Lovelace not only 
reformed, but turned preacher : — 
What will l^ecorae or us now? — 
Why, my sweet friend, your gene- 
rontyiB now engaged inhis favour 



LETTER LXXHL 
HIm CktfisM Hwlowo to Hiit Howe. 

Saturday, April i; 

Hastt censurers do indeed sub- 
ject themselves to the charge of 
variableness and inconsistency in 
judgment: and so they bufi^ht: 
tor, if you, even you, my dear, 
were so lotn to own a mistake, as 
in the instance before us you pre- 



th^k 



— Fie upon tills generoaity! I j tend you were, I believe 1 should 
^k in my heart th^t it does! not have loved you so well as I 
\ muchl mischief to the 'n9j3le- really do love you. Nor could 
._ j.ji __ , ^. .t _ .. — i.iL_ ' y^^^ .j^ ^^^ case, have so frankly 

thrown the reflection I hint At 
upon yourself, had not tout mind 
been one of uie most ingeDUOus 
that ever woman boasted. 

Mr. Lovelace has faults enow 
to deserve very severe censurei 
although he be not guilty of this. 
If I were upon sucn terms with 
him as he could wish me to be . I 
should give him a hint, that tnis 
treacherous Joseph Leman cannot 
be so much attached to him as per? 
haps he thinks him to be. Ii he 
were, he would not have been 
so ready to report to his disad- 
vantage (and to Betty Barnes too) 
this slight affair of the pretty 
rustic. Joseph has engaged Betty 
to secresy; promising to let her, 
and her young master too, know 
more when he knows the whole of 
the matter: and this hinders h^ 
from mentioning it, as she is 
nevertheless eager to do. to my 
sister or brother. And then she 
does not choose to disoblige Jo- 
seph: for although she pretends 
toiook above him, she hstens, I 



nainded as love to the ignobler. -^ 
What before was onfy a condi- 
tional liking^ 1 am now afraid will 
turn to likmg unconditional, 

I could not endure to change 
my invective into panegyric all at 
once, and so soon. We, or such as 
I at least, love to keep ourselves 
in epunteuance for a rash judg- 
ment, even whep ijr<e know it to oe 
rash. Everjr l>^4y has not your 
generosity m confessing a mis- 
take. It requires a greatness of 
soul frankly to do it. So I made 
still further inquiry after his life 
a;nd manners, and behaviour there, 
in- hopes to find something bad: 
but afl uniform! 

Upon the whole , ^r. Lovelace 
comes out with so much advan- 
tage from this inquiry, that were 
there the least room for it, I 
should suspect the whole to jbe a 
plot set on foot to wash a black- 
amore white. Adieu, my dear. 

ANNA HOWE. 



820 



THE mSTOBT OF 



befiere, to some lore stories he 
tells her. 

Women haTing it not in their 
power to begin a eomrtshipy some 
of them Y617 frequently, I bieUeye, 
lend an ear whm their hecuru in- 
cline not. 

But to saj no more of these low 
people, neither of whom I think 
tolerably of: I must needs own, 
that as I should for ever have 
despised this, man, bad he been 
capable of such a Vile intrigue in 
his waj to Harlowe Pla«e, and as 
I beUeyed he UHM capable of it, it 
has indeed, [I own it has] propor- 
tionably engaged my generosity, 
as you call it, in his fayour: per- 
haps more than I may have reason 
to wish it had. And, rally me as 
you will, pray tell me fairly, my 
dear, would it not haye had such 
an effect upon you? 

Then the re^ generosity of the 
act. — I protest, my beloyed 
friend, if he would oe good for the 
rest of his life from this time, 7 
would forgiye him a great many 
of his past errors, were jt only for 
the demonstration he has giyen in 
this that he is capable of so good 
and bountiful a manner of think- 
ing. 

Yon may belieye I made no 
scruple to open his letter, after 
the receipt of your second on this 
subject ; nor shall I of answering 
it, as I haye no reason to find fauU 
with it. — An article in his fayour 
procured him, howeyer. so much 
the easier (I must own) by way of 
amends for the undue displeasure 
I took against him, though he 
ooib it not 



.It IB lucky enough that this 
matter was cleared up to me by 
your friendly diligence so soon: 
for had I written before it wsb, it 
would haye been to reinforce my 
dismission of. him; and perhapsl 
should haye mentioned the yery 
motiye; for it affected me more 
than I think it ought: and then, 
what an adyantage would that 
haye giyen him, when he could 
haye cleared up the matter so 
happily for himself? 

When I send you this letter of 
his, you will see how yery humble 
he is: what acknowledgments of 
naturcU impatience: what confes- 
sion of faults, as you prognos- 
ticated. 

A yefy different appearance .1 
must own,, all these make, now tne 
story of the pretty rustic is deared 
up, to what they would haye made, 
had it not. 

You will see how he accounts to 
me^ " that he could i^ot^ by reason 
of indisposition, come for my let- 
ter in person: and the forward 
creature lal^ours the point, as if he 
thought I should ,be uneasy that 
he did not. I am indeed sorry he 
should be ill on my account ; and I 
will allow, that the suspense he 
has been in for some time past 
must haye been yexatious enough 
to so impatient a spirit. But all 
is owing originally to himself. 

You will find him in the pre- 
sumption of being forgiyen , " full 
of contriyances and expedients for 
my escaping the threatened com- 
pulsion.^ 

I haye always said, that next te 
being without fault, is the ac- 
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knowledgment of a fault; since he must be frank enoagh to tell 
no amendment can be expected me^ a conduct that must be vei^ 
where an error is defended: but far from contributing to idlajrhis 
Tou will see in this verv letter, an apprehensions of the possibility 
naughtiness eyen in nis submis- that I maj be persecuted into xny 
sions. 'Tis true, I know not where relations* measures in behalf of 
to find fault as to the expression; Mr. Solmes." 
▼et cannot 1 be satisfied, that his You will see how he puts his 
humiHty is humility; or even an present and his future happinesS| 
humility upon such conviction as ''with regard to both worlos, en> 
one should be pleased with. tirely upon me.** The ardour ynih 

To be sure, he is far from being which 4ie vows and promises, I 
B polite man: ^et is not directly think the heart only can dictate: 
and charactenstically, as I may how else can one guessatanuua's 
say, unpolite. But ^t^ is such a heart? 

sort of politeness, as has by a You will also see, ''that he has 
carelessnesa founded on very early already heard of the interview I 
indulgence,, and perhaps on too amtohavewithMr.Solmes;-' ajad 
much success in nper years, and with what vehemence and anguish 
an arrogance built upon Doth, he expresses himself on the occa- 
grown into assuredness, and, of sion. — I intend to take proper 
course, I may say, into indelicacy, notice of the Ignoble means he 

The distance you .recommend stoops to, to come at his earlv 
at which to keep these men, is intelligence out of our family. If 
certainly right in the main: fami- persons* pretending to principle 
liarity destroys reverence : but bear not their testimony against 
with whom? Not with those, unprincipled actions, what check 
surely, who are prudent, grateful, can they have? 
and generous. i You will see, '*how passionately 

But it 'is very difficult for per- he presses me to oblige him with 
sons, who'woiild avoid running a. few lines before the interview 
into one extreme to keep clear of between Mr. Solmes and me takes 
another. Hence Mr. Lovelace, per- place, if (as he savs) it must take 
haps, thinks it the mark of a great place , to confirm his hope, that I 
spnit to humour his pride, though have no view^ in my present, dis- 
at the expense of his politeness: pleasure against Aim, to give en- 
bnt can the man be a deep man, couragementtOiSo/mes. Aaappre- 
who knows not how to make such hension, he says, that he must be . 
distinctions as a person of but excused for repeating; especially 
^ moderate parts cannot miss ? as the interview \b a favour grantea 

He complains heavily of my to that man which I have refused 
" readiness to take mortal offence to him ; since, as he infers, were it 
at him, and to dismiss him for not with such an expectation, why 
ever: it is a iU^^ conduct, he says, should my //-tencb press it?** 

CUirUta. /. 21 
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* * * \ right and a wrtmq in erety tiling, 

Ihsfewrittcn, and totiug effect;^ let people pat what glosses th^ 
*fSf^t^V%td nerer intended to ' please upon their actions. To con- 
wmp "wAAiStt line to a inan , who ' demn a aeriation , and to follow it 
eonfS^te npott hiinself to neftect ' by as great a one, what, I a3k Inm, 
oponi^iby^-sea and myself, for . is this , bat Dropagating a general 
hsfing 0^onght fit to niake ose or cornfptlon? Asf and most be made 

bj Somebody, torn round the eril 
as many as may, or virtne will be 
lost : and shall it not heJ^ti worthy 
mind woald ask, that shall make 
this stand? 

*' I leave him to jndge , wbetber 
Au be a worthy one, tried by this 
rale: and whether, knowing the 



myotnijod^beni 

«a tell^Mfli^ tlutt' I have sab- 
mitted to tlUs iaterneif. with Mr. 
Bolmes, pordy^ a 'an aci'o/'datr 
to shew my frientli that Iwiu 
comply with their ''commands as 
fittr as I can; and ^i&ftt LhnSIpe, 
when Mr. Solmes hims^ smtll see 



howdetermined I am,hewifl'<pea8e^ impetaosity of his own dispoaition, 
to prosecnte a sait in wUeli. it island the improbability there is that 
impossible he shoald socceeq^th ' my father and famiijr will ever be 
my consent. ; " | reconciled to bim, 1 ought to en- 

*'I assure him^ that my aTersfon 'courage his hopes? 



to Mr. Solmes is too sincere tb 
pennitme to doubt myself on tfai^ 
occasion. But, neyertheless, he 
must not imagine that my n({ecting 
of Mr. Solmes is in farour to him. 
That I value my freedom and in- 
dependency too much, if my 
friends unll but leave me to my 
own judgment, to give them up to 



*' These spots and blemishes, 1 
ffp-ther tell him, give me not 
"earnestness enough for any sake 
b^t htM otcri, to wish him in a juster 
and npbler train of thinking and 
acting; for that I truly despise 
manj^of the ways he allows him- 
self in; our minds are therefore 
infinitely different: and as to his 



a man so uucontrotiable, and who ! professions of reformation, I must 
shf ws me beforehand what i have ; tell him, that protoe acknowledg 



to expect from him , were I in his 
power. 

^'I express my hieh disapproba- 
tion of the methods he takes to 
come at what passes in a private 
family : the pretence of corruptiug 
other peoples* servants by way of 
reprisal for the spies they have set 
upon him I tell him is a very poor 
excose; and no more than an at- 
tempt to joitify one meanness l^ 
another. 

'* There is, lobserve to him, a 



ments, without amendment, are 
but to me as so many anticipation 
concessions, which he. may find 
much easier to nmke than either 
to defend himself or amend his 
errors. 

*/l inform lum that I have been 
lately made acquainted" [and so 
I have by Betty, and she by my 
brother] ''with the weak and 
wanton airs he gives himself of 
declaiming against matrimony. I 
severely reprehend him on this 
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oecasion: and ask him with what avoid one man» I sh^tl ^notl'be: 
view he ciyn take so witless, so under the neces^tj ^of ^u^'Vfib^ 
despicable a liberty, in which only myself upon the mendl';iQ|Fi^e 
the most abandoned of men allow other, I think my liasr. li^t ab- 
theinselves, and yet presume to splutely d^sb'eita^, - jrjfb 
address me? ... * ^ * V 

^^ I tell him, that if I am obliged I see not aii^ <^ mj^Ainiily, nor 
to go to my uncle Antonyms, it is no| hear from them in aAy way of 
to be inferred, that I must there- kindness, This looks as if they 
fore necessarily be Mr. Solmes's themselves expect^^d no great 
wife: since I may not be so sure matters from that Tuesday^s con- 

Serhaps that the same exce{)tlons fereuce which makes my heart 
e so stronglj^ against my ouitting flutter eVery time I think of it. 
a house to which I shall be forcibl v My uncliB Antony's presence on 
carried, as if I left my fathers the occasion I do not much like; 
house; and, at the worst, I may but I had rather meet him than 
be able to keep them in suspense my Ibrother or sister: yet my uncle 
till my cousin Morden comes, who is very impetuous. I can% think 
will have a right to put me in pos- Mr. Lovelace can be much more 
session of my grandfather's estate so ; at least he cannot IooIq anger 
if I insist upon it" . . ^^ ™y un<?lef ^ith his harder 

This, I doubt,' is somewhat of features, can. These sea-prospered 
an artifice; which can only be gentlemen, as my uncle has often 
excusable, as it is principally de- made me think, not used to any 
signed to keep him out of mischief, but elemental control, and even 
For J have but little hope, if car- ready to buffet that, bluster often 
ried thither, whether sensible or as violently as the winds they are 
senseless, if I am left to the mercy accustomed to be angry at. 
of mj brother and sister, but they I believe Mr. Solmes will look, 
will endeavour to force the solemn as much like a fool as I shall 4a,^ 
obligation upon me. Otherwise, if it be true, as iny uncle Harlowe 
were there but any prospect of writes, and as Betty often tells 
avoiditig this, by delay mg (cr even me, that he is as much afraid of 
by taking things to make me ill, seeing me as I am of seeing him« 
if nothing else would do) till my ^ Adieu, my happy, thrice happy 
cousin comes, I hope I ^hould not Miss Howe, who h^ve no haod 
think of leaving even ^y uncle's terms affixed to y our duty ! — Who 
house. For t should not know how have nothing to do but to fall in 
to square it to my own principles, with a choice your mother has 
to dispense with the duty I owe to made for you, to which you have 
my father,, wherever.it should be not, nor can have, a just objection: 
his wiirto ^Yace nie. . , . except the forwardness of our^sex, 

But while yoti |;ive me the as our free censurers would per- 
charming hope^' that^ in order to haps take the liberty to say, makes 

81* 
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it one, tiiat the ehoice was jorar 
mothax^s at first ^and. Peirene 
nature, we know, loves not to be 
presaioed to; altboa^h jonth is 
not so welt qualified, either hy se- 
datenessor experience, to choose 
for itself. 

To know yonr own happiness, 
and that it is now, nor to leave it 
to after -reflection to look back 
upon the preferable past with a 
heavy and self-accasing heart, that 
yon did not choose it when you 
might have chosen it, is all that is 
necessary to complete your feli- 
eity ! — And this power is wished 
yon by 

Your 
Clabissa Hablowx. 



LETTER LXZiy. 
MlM Howe to Mtet CUtUm Barlowe. 

6starda7,«April 1. 

I otJGHT yesterday to have ac- 
knowledged the receipt of your 
Sarcel: Kobin tells me, that the 
osephLeman, whom you mention 
as the traitor, saw him. He was in 
the jpoultry-yard , and spoke to 
JSobm over the bank which divides 
that from the Green-Lane. ^^What 
brings you hither, Mr. Robert? — 
But I can telL Hie away as fast as 
yon can." 
No doubt but their dependence 



would not hare gone to woik for 
an Angelica, without giving her 
her Yioletta, her Cleanthe, her 
Clelia, or some such pretty named 
confidante — an old nurse at the 
least 

I read to my mother several 
passages of your letters. But your 
last paragraph in your yestemay's 
quite charmed her. You have won 
her heart by it she told me. And 
while her fit of gratitude for it 
lasted, I was thinkmg to make my 
proposal, and to press it with all 
the earnestness I could give it, 
when Hickman came in, making 
his legs, and stroaking his cravat 
and rufBes. 

I could most freely have ruffled 
him for it. As it was — Sir, said 
1 , saw you not some of the ser- 
vants? — Could not one of them 
have come in before you? 

He begged pardon: looked as 
if he knew not whether he had 
best keep his ground or withdraw: 
— till my mother, his fast friend, 
interposed — Why, Nancy, we are 
not upon particulars. — I'ray, Mr. 
Hickman, sit down. 

By your le — ave, good madam, 
to me. You know his drawl, when 
his muscles give him the respect- 
ful hesitation — 

Ay, ay, pray sit down, honest 
man, if you are weary — but by 



upon this fellow's vigilance , and|myy//am/na, if you please. I desire 
upon Betty*s, leaves you more at my hoop may have its full circum 



liberty in your airings than you 
woulu otherwise be. But you are 
the only person 1 ever heard of, 
who in such circumstances had 
not some faithful servant to trust 
little oflScea to. A poet, my dear,' 



ference. All tbeyVe good for, that 
I know, is to clean dirty shoes, and 
to keep fellows at a distance. 

Strange girl! cried my mother, 
displeased; butwith amildertum, 
ay, ay, Mr. Hickmani sit down by 



CLARISSA HABLOWB. 



me: I have no sach forbidding folly 
in inj dress. 

I looked serioas: and in my 
heart was glad this speech of hers 
was not made to your uncle 
Antony. 

My mother, with the trae 
widow's freedom, would mighty 
prudently have led into the sab- 
lect we had been upon; and would 
have had read to nim , I question 
not, that very paragraph in your 
letter which is so much in his 
favour. He was highly obliged to 
dear Miss Harlowe, she would as- 
sure him ; that she did say — 

But I Asked him, if he had any 
news by his last letters from Lon- 
don — a question which he always 
nnderstands to be a subject changer ; 
for otherwise I never put it. And 
so if he be but silent. I am not 
angry with him that ne answers 
it not. 

I choose not to mention my 
proposal before him, till I know 
now it will be relished by my 
mother. If it be not well received, 
perhaps I may employ him on the 
occasion. Yet I don't like to owe 
him an obligation, if I could help 
it. For men who have his views in 
their heads ^ do so parade it, so 
stmtabout, if a woman cofldescend 
to employ them in her affairs, that 
one has no patience with them. 

However; if 1 find not an op- 
portunity this day, I will make 
one to-morrow. 

I ishall not open either of your 
sealed up parcels, butinyoMr 
presence. Ther^ is no need. Your 
conduct i»outof all question with 
me: and by the extracts you have 
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given me from his letters and your 
own,. 1 know aU that re^atelTto 
the present situation of tlings 
between you. /^' • - 

I was going to give you^ little 
flippant hint Or two.1 BVt since 
you wish to be th<yk%bt ^i(uperi6r 
to all our sex in the command Of 
yourself; and 'since indeed you 
deserve to be thought so, I will 
8pai*e you. You are, however, at 
times, more than half inclined to 
speak out That you do not, 10 
only owing to a little bashful 
sti'uggle between vouand yourself^ 
as 1 may say. When that is quite 
got over, 1 know you will favour 
me undisguisedly with the result 

I cannot forgive your taking 
upon you (at so extravagant a rate 
too) to pay my moUiers servant 
Indeed I am, and I tdil be, angry 
with you for it A year*s wages at 
once well nigh! only as, unknown 
to my mother, I make it better for 
the servants according to their 
merits — how it made the man 
stare! -^ And it may be his ruin 
too, as far as I know. If he should 
buy a ring, and marry a sorrv 
body in the neighbourhood witn 
the money, one would be loth, a 
twelvemonth hence, that the poor 
old fellow should think he h^ 
reason to wish the bounty never 
conferred. 

/ MUST give you your way in ih^se 
things, you say. — And I know 
there is no contradicting you': for 
y OB were ever putting too great a 
value upon little offices done for' 
'^ou, and too-little upon the great 
ones you do for others. The satis- 
factioti you have in doing so, ' 
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gtant it, repays jwl But wby| letteb lzz7« 



ilMHi|il^7#li, by tie noblenesa of 
yonr mmd, throW reproaches upon 
t^e jest 9fth9 world? Particularly 
upon your own family — and upon 
ours too? . , 
|f, as Jl'haye heard yon say, it is 



MiM OUriM* H^rlowe to Miss Bowe. 
Sunday night, April 2. 

I HATB many new particulars ta, 
acquaint you with, that shew a 
great change in the behaviour of 



a g09d rule to give wobds Uh: hear- \ my friends to me. I did not think 
infff but to form our judgments of^^i^^ had so much art among us as I 
men and /^th^jf by DSKDSOMLT, what j find we have. I will give theae 
shall we think of one, who seeks particulars to you as they offered, 
to find palliatives in uwrds for! All the family was at church in 
narrowness of heart in the very ' the ihoiruing. They brought good 
persons her d^eds so silently, yet Dr. Lewen with them, in pur- 
80 forcibly reflect upon? Whylsuance of a previous invitation, 
blush you not, my dear friend, to j And the doctor sent up to dedre 
be thus singular? — When you | my permission to attend me in my 
meet with another person whose own apartment, 
n^nd is like your own, then display | You may believe it was easily 
your excellencies as you please: granted. 



but till then, for pity's sake, let 
your heart and your spirit suffer a 
little Qontraction. 



So the doctor came up. 
We had' a conversation of near 
an hou^ before dinner: but, to my 
J. intended to write but a few, surprise, he waved every thing 
liues ; chiefly to let you know your that would have led to the subject 
parcels are come safe. And ac-' I supposed he wanted to talk upon, 
eordingly I began in a large hand : At last^I sisked him, if it were not 
and I am already come to the end thought strange I should be so 
of my second sheet. But I could long a^bsent from church? He. 
wriie a quir^ without hesitation, made me some handsome eom-- 
upona subject so copious and so plimentsuponit: but said, for his 
beloved as is your praise. — Not part, he had ever made it a rule, 
for this single instance of your to avoid interfering in the private 
gcJherosity; since I am really, concerns of families, unless desired, 
angry with you for it ; but for the ' to do so. 

benevolence exemplified in the] 1 was prodigiously disappoint- 
whole tenor of your life and ac- ed: but supposing that he was 
tiohs; of which this is but a com- . thought too just a man to be made 
moil iu^jtance. Heaven direct you a judge in this cause, I led no, 
in .your own arduous trials is all 1 1 more to it : nor, wheni he wassailed ' 
baTerooi^toadd; and make you down to dinner, did he take the 



as l^appy as you think to be 



Your own him there. 



Aii»aH<)w«. 



least notice of leaving me behind 



But this was not the first time 
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since mj confinement that I.yant, sir — passed betweeiif zay 
thought it a hardship not to dine I brother and met, ,; >4.cin 

below. And when I parted with | Is it noi cold^ish, siistetf €lary! 
him on the stairs, a tear would burst . in a kinder voice thao'^Ustttl , said 
its way; and ne hurried down: my sister, and stoppeid. — I 
his own good-natured eyes glisten- 1 stopped and courteiied'low to her 
ing; for he saw it. — Nor trusted, half-courtesy. — I think notsj^ter^ 
he his voice, lest the accent I su^- said I. 

pose should have discovered his She went on» I courtesied 
concern: departing in silence, without return; and proceeded; 
though with his usual graceful 'turning to my poultry-yard, 
obligingness. By a shorter turn , arm-in-amt, 



I hear that he praised me, and tbey were there before me. 
my part in the conversation that! I think. Clary, said my brother, 
passed between us. — To shew you must present me with some of 
them, I suppose, that it was not thiVbreed for Scotland, 
upon the interesting subjects If vou please, brother, 
wliich I make no doubt he was de- . Hi choose for you, said ndy 
sired not to enter upon. sister. 

He i«^* ™^ «'^ iH«««fJ«fiAi* iTAf And^hile I fe* them, they 




so p^r] 
treatment, 

of my toS ^'^^"^^'*'^'*"^ °^*jgood hi^oHr ?o elch othw bef^ 

But I was to be more so. This j jjfy uncles next, (at their return 
was to be a day of puzile to me. from church) were to do me the 
Pregnant puzzle , if I may so say : honour of their notice. They bid 
for there must great meamng he Bet^ tell me, they would drink 
behind it. J tea wiikh me in my ownapartment. 

In the afternoon, all but my Now, thought I, I shall have the 
brother and sister went to church subject of next Tuesday, enforced 
with the good doctor, who left his upon me. 

compliments for me.' I took a j But they contmdicted the order 
walk in the garden: my brother fortea, and only my uncle fiarlow6 
and sister walked in it too , and came up to me. 
kept me in their eye a good while, | Half-distant , half-affectionate, 
on purpose, as I thought, that 1 at his entering my chamber, wf» 
might see how gay and good- ; the air he put on to his dau^A/«r- 
humoured they were together. At mVce, as he used to call me; and I 
last they came down the walk that threw myself at his feet» «nd be- 
I was coming up, hand-in hand, sought his favour, 
lover-like. ) None of these discomposu 

Your servant, miss — yourser- child. None of these apprf 
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moDB, Y<m win now hsFe erery and the forced eondeBeensionpliKT^ 
hody*n faTonr. All is eoming ing xtpon their lips when tliey 
aboot, my dear. I was impatient called me Clair and sisto'. 
to see yoxL I eoold no longer Do }rou think I could, with tliese 
deny myself this satisfaction. He reflections, look upon my nncl» 
then raised me. and kissed me, Harlowe's yisit as the faTonr he 
and cM0i me ciiarmiDg creatnre. seemed desiroos I should think it 

But he wared entering into any to be? — Indeed I could not; and 
interesting subject. ^1 will be seeing him so studiously avoid all 
well now. All will be right. — No recrimination , as I may call it 9 I 
more complainings I Every body e&ye into the affectation; and 
lores yon f— I omy came to make followed him in his talk of in- 
my earliest court to you ! [were his different things : while he seemed 
eondeseending woras] and to sit to admire this thing and that, as 
and talk of twenty and twenty if he had never seen them before ; 
fond things, as I used to do. — 'and now-and-fhen condescend- 
And let e^ery past disagreeable ingly kissed the hand that wroueht 
thinff be forgotten, as if nothing some of the things he 'fixed nis 
had happened. ; eyes upon ; not so much, to admire 

He understood me as beginning them , as to find subjects to divert 
to hint at the disgrace of my con- ^ what was most in hu head and in 
finement — no disgrace, my dear, my heart. 

can fall to your lot: your reputa- 1 At his going away — how can I 
tion is too well established. — J leave you here by yourself, my 
longed to see yon, repeated he — dear? You, whose company used 
I have seen nobody half so amiable to enliven us alL You are ez- 
since I saw jou last. ' pected down , indeed : but I pro- 

And a^ain he kissed my cheek, test 1 have a good mind to surprise 
my glowing cheek; fori was im- your father and mother! — If I 
patient, I was vexed, to be thus, thought nothing would arise that 
as I thought, played upon: and wbuldbedisagreeable— my dear! 
how could f TO thankful for avisit, my love ! [O the dear artfulgentle- 
that (it now was evident) was only man ! How could my uncle HDar- 
^ too humble artifice, to draw me lowe so dissemble?] What say you? 
in against the next Tuesday, or to Will you give me your hand ? Will 
leave me inexcusable to them all? you see your father? Can you 

O my canning brother!-^ this stand his displeasure, on first see- 
is'^ contrivance. And then m^ ing the dear creature who has 
anger made me recollect the tri- eiven him and all of us so much 
amph in his and-my sister^sfond- disturbance? Can yoii. promise 
uess for eaeh other, as practised future — 

before me; and the mingled in- '. He saw me rising in m;^ temper 
dignation flashing from their ieyes, — najr.my dear, interrnpting bun- 
as aim'411-finn they spoke to me, self, if yon cannot be all realgna- 
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tion, I would not have you think 
of it 

My heart, struggling between 
datj. and warmth of temper, was 
full. You know, my dear, X never 
could bear to be dealt meanly 
with I — How — how can you, sir ! 
You my papa-uncle — how can 

fou, sir! — The poor girl I — For 
could not speak with connexion. 

Nay, my dear, if you cannot be 
all duty, all resignation — better 
stay where you are. — But after 
the instance you have given •— 

Instance I have given! — What 
instancOy'sir? 

Well, well, child, better stay 
where you are, if yoiir past con- 
finement hangs so heavy upon you 
— but now there will be a sudden 
end to it — adieu ^ my dear! — 
Three words only*- let your com- 
pliance be /sincere ! — And love 
me as you used to love me — your 
sprandfather did not do so much 
foryou as I will do for yoii. 

Without suffering me to reply, 
he hurried away, as I thought, 
like one who had been employed 
to act a part against his will , and 
was glad it, was over. 

Don't you see, my dear Miss 
Howe, how they are all deter- 
mined? -^ Have I not reason to 
dread next Tuesday ? 

Up presently after came my 
sister: — to observe, I suppose, 
the way I was in. 

She found me in tears. 

Have you not a Thomas kKem- 
pifL sister?, with a stiff air. 

I have, madam. 



Madam ! — How long are we to 
be at this distance. Clary? 

No longer, my dearBella,if you 
allow me to call you sister. And I 
took her hand. 

No fawning neither, girl 1 

I withdrew my hand as hastily 
as you may believe I should have 
done had 1 , in feeling for one of 
your parcels under the woodj been 
bitten by a viper. 
' I beg pardon , said I — too-too 
ready to make advances, I am 
always subjecting myself to eon- 
tempts. • ' 

Feople who know not how to 
keep a middle behaviour, said she, 
must evermore do so. 

I will fetch you the Kempis, 
sister. I did. Here it is. You' 
will &id excellent things, Bella, in 
that little book. • ^ 

I wish, retorted she, you had 
profited by them. 

•I wish you inay , said I. Example 
from a sister older than one's self, 
is a fine thing. 

Older 1 Sauey little fool ! — And 
away she flung. 

What a captious old woman will 
my sister make, if she lives to be 
one ! — demanding the reverence, 
perhaps, yet not aiming at the 
merit; and ashamed of the years 
thatjjonly can entitle her to the 
reverence. 

It is~ plain, from what I have 
related , that they think they have 
got me at some advantage hy ob- 
taininff my consent to this mter- 
view: l)ut if it were not, Betty's 
impertinence justnow would make 
it evident* She has been comp' 
menting me upon it; and upon' 
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visit of my ancle Harlowe. She raised: and he was resolved to 
says, the difficulty now is more obviate them. What is it, he asks, 
than half over with me. She is that he has promised, but reforma- 
snre I would not see Mr. Solmes tion by my example? And what 
but to have hinu Now shall she occasion for the promise, if he had 
be soon better employed than of not faults, and those very great 
late she has been. AH hands will ones, to reform? He hopes^ ao- 
be at work. She loves dearly to knowledgment of an error is no 
have weddings go forward! — bad sign, although my severe 
Who knows whose turn- will be virtue has interpreted it into me. 
next? ' I '^He believes I may be right 

I found in the afternoon a reply (jteverely right, he calls it) in my 
to my answer to Mr. Lovelace s judgment against making reprisals 
letter. It is full of promises, full in the case of the intelligence he 
of vows of gratitude, of eternal receives from my family: he can* 
gratitude is his word, among not charge himself to be of a tem- 
others still more hyperbolic. Yet per that leads him to be inquisi- 
Mr.Lovelace,the/eas<ofanyman tive into any body's private i^- 
whose letters I have seen, runs fairs: but hopo^ that the ciroom- 
into those elevated absurdities. I stances of the case, and the strange 
should be apt to despise him for it conduct of my friends, will excuse 
if 'he did. Such language looks him; especially when so much de- 
abrays to me, as if the flatterer pends upon his kno wing the move- 
thought to /?nc/ a woman a fool, or ments of a family so violently 
hoped to make her one. i bent, by measures right or wron^, 

^^^He regrets my indifference to to carry their point against me m 
hilja'; which puts all the hope he malice to him. People, he says, 
has in my favour upon the who act like angels^ ought to have 
shocking usage I receive from my , angels to deal with. For bis part^ 
friends. he has not yet learned the dimcult 

''As to my charge uponhim of lesson of returning good for evil: 
ui^politeness and uncontrolable* and shall think himself- the less 
ness -— wbe,t [he asks] can he say ? encouraged to learn it by "Uie 
"^ Since being unable absolutely treatment I have met with ^m 
to vindicate himself, he has^too the very persons who would 
much ingenuousness to attempt to trample upon him as they daupon 
do so: yet is struck dumb by my me, were he to lay himself under 
harsh construction, that his ac- their feet. 

knowledging temper is owingmore ^*He excuses himself for the 
to. his carelessness to defend him- liberties he owns he has heretofore 
self than to his inclination to taken in ridiculing the marriage 
amend. He jb^d never ^e/bre met state. It is a subject, he says, 
with the objections against his that be has not of late treated so 
morak which I had raised, justly lightly. He owns it to be so trite, 
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80 beaten a topic with all liberti-, seeing an^ body, bat by your 
nes and witlinss; bo frothy, so mo ther*8 direction and yonn. 
empty, so nothing-meaning, soj I will close and, deposit at this 
worn- out a theme, that he is place. It ia n6t necessary to say 
heartily ashamed of himself ever how much 1 am 



Your ever i);^eqtl^onate and 

obliged 

CS.. Harlows. 



I^TTEB 



LZXY. 



HlBS Glarissft Harlow* to Was Howe. 

I AM glad my papers are safe in 



to have made it hi;s. |ie condemns i 
it as a stupid reflection upon the'! 
Ii^ws and good order of society, ' 
and upon a man's own ancestors: 
and in himself, who has some rea- 
son to value himself upon his de- 
scent and alliances, more censur- 
able than in those who have not' 

the same advantage to boast of. your hands. I will make it my 
He promises to be more circum- ; endeavour to deserve your good 
spect than ever, both in his words opinion that I may not at once 
and actions, that he may be more 'disgrace your judgment and my 
and more worthy of my approba- own heart, 
tion; and that he may give an{< I have another letter from Mr. 
asmirance beforehand, that a Lovelace. He is eitremeiy ap-^ 
foondation is laid in his mind for jprehensive of the meeting I am tp^ 
my example to work upon with ! have with Mr. Solmes to-morro^.'^ j 
equal reputation and eftect to us. He says,'* that the airs that wretch' 

gives himself on the occasion add j 



both : — if he may be so happy to 
call me his. 

''He gives me up as absolutely 
lost if I go to my uncle Antony's: 
1|he close confinement; themoatea 
house; the chapel: the implac- 
ableness of my brotner and sister, 



to his conceiii; and it is with in^^j 
finite difficulty that he preyaiiB 
upon himself not to make him^^^f 
visit to let him know what he piay , 
expect, if compulsion be!"used 
towards me in his favour. He as*? 



b«^ ^hai^ ^^«^^ /.«^, ♦t^ Jl r r sures me that Solmes has actually 
and>eir power over the rest of ^^^^^ ^j^j^ tradesmen of ne4 



the family, he sets forth in strong 
lights; and plainly says, that he, 
must have a struggle to prevent 
my being carried thither." • 

Your kind , your generous eii- 
deavours to interest your mother 
in my behalf, will, I hope, prevent 
those harsher extremities to which 
I might be otherwise driven. And 
to you I will fly,, if permitted, and 

keep allmypfomisqiof not cor- him. Besides, I thought that 
responding with any body, not did not dare to make or ta^ 



equipages, and names the people 
in town with whom he has treated: 
that he has even*' [was there ever 
such a horrid wretch!] '^allotted 
this and that apartment in his 
hou^e for a nursery and other 
offices." 

How shall I bear to hear such 
a creature talk of love to me? I 
shall be out of all patience w?^* 
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these impndent preparatioiu. — this, were it l)^ my own seekmg, 
80 incoDtisteikt as soch are with by my own giddiness, that I had 
my brother's views — bat I fly the lm>aght n^^tf into this sitoatioii 
snblect | — 1 wish with all my heart ~ but 

upon this coiifidenee of Solmes, ' how foolishly we are apt to wish 
you will less wonder at that of when we find onrselTesnnhappy, 
Lovelace, *Mii prmingmeinthe and know not how to hd^ our- 
name of all his lamily to escape selves! 

firom so determine. ^ violence as I On yonr mother's goodness, 
is intended to be offered to me at however, is my reliance. If I can 
myonde's: that the forward con- bat avoid being precifntated on 
tnver shonld propose Lord M.*s either hand till my cousin Morden 
chariot and six to be at tfa^ stile arrives, a reconciliation most fol- 
that leads ap to the lonely coppioe low, and all will be happy, 
adioining to oar paddock. Yott: I have deposited a letter for Mr. 
will see now aodacioasly he men- - Lovelace, in which ''I diarge him, 
tions settlements ready drawn:' as he would not disoblige me for 
horsemen ready jto mount, and ever, to avoid any rash step, any 
one of his cousins Mbntac^e to be visit to Mr. Solmes, which may lie 
in the chariot, or at the Geor^^e in followed hyr acts of violence. I 
the neighbouring village waiting re-assure mm , that I will sooner 
to accompany me to Lord M.'s, or , die than be that man's wife, 
to Lady Betty's or Lady Sarah*s, or j ** W hatever be my usage, what- 
'to town, as I please: and upon ever shall be the result of the ap- 
such oraersy or conditions, and prebended interview, I insist upon 
knder such restrictions as to him- jit that he presume not to offer 
B^f as I shall prescribe.'* j violence to any of my ftiends ; and 

You will see how he threatens, | express myself highly displeased, 
*Ho watch and way- lay them, and ' that he should presume upon such 
to rescue me , as he calls it, bjian an interest in my esteem, as to 
armedforceoffriend-andservants, think himself entitled to dispute 
ifthey attempt to carry me against my father's authority in my^re- 
mv will to my uncles: and this moVal to my uncle's; although I 
wnetherl give my consent to the tell him, that I will omit neither 
enterprise or not: — since be prayers nor contrivance, even to 
shall have no hopes if I am once the makingof myself ill, to avoid 
there." I going." 

my dear friend! who cauj To r morrow is Tuesday! How 
think of these things , andnotbe soon comes upon us the day we 
extremelv miserable in her appre- dread ! — .that a: deep sleep of 
hensions I | twenty^four hours would seiae my 

This mischievous sex I What faculues I •— But then thenext day 
had I to do with; any of them, or, wQuld be Tuesday,, as to all the 
4iey with me? -^ I nad deserved ' effects aod puzposea for Tvhieh I so 
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mofik dread it. If ibis reach 7011 
before tbe eyent of the so much 
apprehended interriew ean .be 
luaown, pray for 

Your 

Cl.ABZ88A HaBLOWS. 

hE*rTER IiZXVI. 
Mils OlarisM Harlowe to Mlti Howe. 

Taesday morning, six oWoek. 

Tbs dajp' is comel — I wish it 
were happilj over. I have had a 
wretched night Hardly a wink 
have I slept , nuninating upon the 
approachm^ interview. ,1 he very 
di^ance or time to which they 
consented, has added solemnity 
to the meeting which otherwise it 
would not have had. 

A thoughtful mind is not a bless- 
ing to be coveted unless it had such 
a[happy vivacity with it as yours : 
a vivacity, which enables a person 
to enjoy the pr^^en/, without being 
over anxious about the future, 

Toesday, eleven o*eloek. 

I have had a visit from my aunt 
Hervey. Betty, in her alarming 
way, told me I should have a lady 
to breakfast with me, whom I 
little expected; giving me to be- 
lieve it was my mother. This 
flnttereed me so much, on hearing 
a lady coming up stairs, supposing 
it was she (and not knowmg how 
to account for her motives in such 
a visit, after I had been so long 
banished from her presence) that 
my aunt, at her entrance, took 
notice of my disorder; and after 
her first salutationl,| 

Why, miss, said she, you seem 



surprised. >-* Upon mv word, you 
thoughtftd youngs ladies luive 
strai^ apprehensionB about no- 
thing at aU. What, taking my 
hand, can be the matter with you? 
— Whv,my dear, tremble, tremble, 
tremble at this rate? You'll not be 
fit to be seen by any body. Come, 
my love, kissing my cheek, pluck 
up a cQurage; By this needless 
flutter on the approaching inter- 
view, when it IS over, you will 
judee of your other antipathies, 
ana laugh at yourself for giving 
wa^ to sir apprehensive an imagi- 
nation. 

I said, that whatever we strongly 
imagined, was in its effects at the 
time, more than imaginary, al- 
though to others it might not ap- 
pear so: that I had not rested one 
hour all night: that the impert- 
tinent set over me, by giving n^i^ 
room to think my mother wif 
comiDg%ip, had so much discon- 
certed me, that I should be venr 
little qualified to see any body^ 
didiked to see. ^ / ''' 

There was no accountingr>for 
theA things, she said. Mr. Bolmes 
last night supposed he should be 
under as much agitation as I 
could be. 

Who is it, then, madam, that so 
reluctant an interview on both 
sides, is to please? 

Both of you, my dear, I hope, 
after the first flurries are over. 
The most apprehensive begin- 
nings, I have often known make 
the happiest conclusions. 
. There can but be one f 
conclusion to the intended 
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and that is, tbat both sides may 
be satisfied it will be the last. 

She then represented, how an* 
happj it would be for me , if I did 
not su£Fer myself to be, prevailed 
npon: she pressed w to receive 
Mr. Solmes as l^came my educa- 
tion: and declared ^f^hat his ap- 
Erehensions on th^yss^ectation he 
ad of seeinff m^,S;^ene owin£[to 
his love and Bis aw^j^ Jn!lji|iiating 
that trae love is ever acec^npfuii^ 
by fear and reverence; ^d that 
no blustering, braving lover eould 
deserve encouragement. 

To this I answered, that consti- 
tution was to be considered : that 
a man of spirit would act like one, 
and could do nothing meanly: 
that a creeping mind would creep 
in every thing, where it had a 
view to obtain a benefit by it: and 
insult, where it had power, and 
nothing to expect: that this was 
nolpL point now to be determined 
wiuime: that I had said as^much 
as I could possibly say on this sub- 
ject: that this interview was im- 
pose^ iipon me by those, indeed, 
wh^iyCa a right to impose it: but 
that if. was sorely agamst my iq^ 
complied with; ana for this rea- 
son, that there was aversion , not 
tbilfulness^ in the case ; and so no- 
thing could come of it, but a 
pretence, as I much apprehended, 
to use me still more severely than 
I had been used. 

She was then pleased to charge 
me with prepossession and pre- 
judice. She expatiated upon the 
duty of a child. She imputed to 
me abuudance of fine qualities; 
but told me, that, in this case, 



that of peisuadeableness was 
wanting to crown alL She In* 
sisted upon the iRer»f of obedienee, 
altboo^ my will were not hiiL 
From a little hint I gave of my 
still greater dislike to see Mr. 
Solmes on account of the freedom 
I had treated him with, she talked 
to me of his forgiving disposition : 
ofhis infinite respect for me; ana 
I cannot tell what of this sort 
; I never found myself so iretfol 
in mv life : and so I told my^ aunt ; 
and bef^eed her pardon for it. Bat 
she said it was well disguised 
then; for she saw nothing but 
little tremors, which were usual 
with youn^ ladies when they were 
to see their admirers for the first 
time; and this might be called so 
with respect to me; since it was 
the first time I had consented to 
see Mr. Solmes in that light — But 
that the next — 

How,^ madam , interrupted I — 
Is it then imagined, that I giVe 
this meeting on that foot? 

To be sure it is , child. 

To he sure it is , madam I Then I 
do yet desire to decline it. — I will 
not, I cannot, see him, if he ex- 
pects me to see him upon those 
terms. 

Niceness^ punctilio — Mere 
punctilio,.niece! — Can you fhink 
that vour appointment (day, place, 
hour) and luiowing what the in- 
tentfof it was , is tb be interpreted 
away as a mere ceremony, and to 
mean nothing? — Let the tell you*; 
my dear, your father, mo&ep, 
nudes, every bod )r, respect this 
appointment' as * the first taict of 
your compliance with their wills: 
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and therefore recede not , I desire i She told me, it signified nothii 
you; but make a merit of what to talk: I knew the expectation 



eannot be avoided. 

the hideous wretch ! -> Par- 
don me, madam — /. to 4m sup- 
posed to meet such a man asthat, 
with such a viewl and he to be 
armed with such an expeetation! 

— But it cannot be that he ex^ 
pects it^ whatever others may do. 

— It is plain he cannot, by the 
fear he tells you all, he shall have 
to see me. If his h&pe were so 
audacious, he could not fear so 
much. 

Indeed, he- Aa^ this hope; and^ 
justly founded too. But nis fear 
arises from his reverence, as I told 
you before. 

His reverence I t— bis unworthi- 
ness! — 'Tis so apparent, that 
even he himself sees it, as well as 
every body else. Hence his offers 
to purchase me! Hence it i«, that 
settlements are to make up for ac- 
knowledged want of merit ! 
< -J^iB untcorthinesst^ say youl - 
Not 80 fast, my dear. Does not 
this look like setting a high value 
upon yourself? — We all have 
exalted notions of your merit, 
niece; but nevertheless, it would 
not bet wrong, if you were to ar- 
rogate less to yourself; though 
inore were to l>e your due than 
your friends attribute to you. 

1 am sorry, madam, it should 
be thought arrogance in me, to 
suppose I am not worthy of a bet- 
ter man than Mr. Solmes, both as 
to person and mind: and as to 
fortune, I thank Ood I despise all 
that can be insisted upon in his 
fitTOur from so poor a frfea. 

♦••* t . • • * • 



of 
every one. 

indieed I did not. It was im^ 
possible I could think of such a 
striinge expectsttion , upon a com- 
pliance madt!i*oniy to show I would 
comply iii «lf)ftiat#k8 in my power 
to comply wiib. ^?- 

I might elttih^'she said, havid 
suppbsed^ IfiiFevery one thought 
i'wiie b^inniiig to oblige them' 
all,' li^fTiw^nd behaviour of my 
br()tiieK i^iid sister to me in the 
gardeti'," last Sunday ; by my sis- 
ter's visit to me afterwards mmy 
chamber (although bothmore stiffly 
received by mc, than were either 
wished or expected) ; by niy uncle . 
Harlowe*B affectionate visit to ine 
the same afternoon, not indeed sa 
very gratefully received as I used 
to receive his favours: — but this 
he kindly imputed to the displea*^,,. 
sure I had conceived at mj cojf- ". ;i 
finement, and to my intentioipCto^ 
cojne off by degrees , that I mi^^t ^ . 
keep myself in countenance tpr^ 
my past opposition. , r^' , . , 

See, my dear, the bw cun1(im£,r 
of that Sunday mani^em'^t/ 
whicit then so much surprise^ me f 
And see the reason why Dr.Lewen 
was admitted to visit me, yet for- 
bore to enter upon a subject about 
which I thought he came to talk 
to me ! — For it seems there was 
no occasion to dispute with me on 
the point 1 was to be supposed to 
have conceded to. — See, ^Iso, 
how unfairly my brother and sister 
must have represented their pre- 
tended kindness, when (though 
they had an end to answer by ai>- 
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peannp kmd) their ant^sthy to 
me feems to lutve been aottronff, 
Ifaat they eoold not Mp 



w 



^.-^ — „ Mj aimt was dinieeaed stilua 

me bj their ann-in-annloYer-like. home puh. MistQaiy, Mid she. 
behaTioar to each other; as my then u no dealing witk jtm. It 
ai«ter afterwards likewise di^ wonld be ham>j Ht yon, andfor 



when she came to boirow my 
Kempis. 

I lifted up my hands and eyesl 
I cannot, saidl, giye this treat- 
ment a namel The end so unlikely 
to be answered by mean* so low! 
I know whose the whole is ! He that 
coiild get mj ancle Harlowe to 
contribute his part, and procure 
the acqui^cence of the rest of my 
friends to it, must have the power 
to do any thing with them against 
me. 

AjB^in my aunt told me, that 
talkmg ana inyectiye, now I had 
g^yen the expectation, would sig- 
nify nothing. She hoped I would 
not show every one that they had 
been too forward in their construc- 
tions of my desire to oblige them. 
She could assure me, that it would 
be worse for me, if now 1 receded, 
than if I had never advanced. 

Advanced, madam! How can 
you say advanced? Why, this is a 
trick upon me! A poor low trick! 
Pardon me. madam, I don't say 
you have a nand in it — But , my 
dearest aunt, tell me , will not my 
mother be present at this dreaded 
interview? Will she not so far 
favour me? Were it but to qua- 
lify— ^ 

Qualify^ my dear, interrupted 
she — your mother, and your uncle 
Harlowe would not be present on 
this occasion for the world — 



erecy body ose, were your ob- 
'\ (Mice ati ready as your wit. I 
wiilleayeyoa — 

Not in anger, I hope, madam, 
intermpted I — All I meant was, 
to observe , that let the meeting 
issue as it may, and as it must 
issue, it cannot be a disappoint- 
ment to any body, 

O miss! you seem to be a yery 
determmed young creature. Mr. 
Solmes inll be here (at your time ; 
and remember once more, than 
upon the coming afternoon de- 
pends the peace of your whole 
family, and your own hapi^ess. 

And so saying, down she 
hurried. 

Here I will stop. In what way 
I shall resume, or when, is not 
left to me to conjecture; much 
less determine. I am excessively 
uneasy! — No good news from 
your mother, I doubt! — I will 
deposit thus far^ for fear of the 
worst 

Adieu, my best, rather, my 
on/y friend! 

Cl. Hablowb. 

letter lxxvti. 

Hiss ClarisM Harlowe to Miss Howe* 



Taeed47 eveniBg; and continued tlurovgli 
tue night. 

Well, . my dear, I am aliye. 
I and here! But how long I shall 



Otheay madam, how can they be either here, or alive, i cannot 
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gay. I have |a|va8t deal to write;, the fore fifiger of the other, at 
axia perhaps ^hall have little time every mentioned pmon, there is 



for it. Nevertheless, I must tell 
you how the sancy Betty again 
discomposed me,, when she came 
up wiln this Sqhnes*8 message; 



your p^)a! — There is your 
mammal — There is your uneto 
Harlowe! — There is voor uncle 
Antony! — Your aunt fiervey! -* 



although I as you will rememper My young lady J ^-r-and my ypung 
from iny last, I was inawa^be- master! — And Mr.Solmes, witE 
fore . tliat. wanted no additional , the air of a great. courtier , stand- 
surprises. . I iug up, because he named yon:— ^ 
Miss! Miss! Miss! cried she, as Mrs.jBettv, said be [then the ape 
fast as she could speak, with her. ofa wench bowed and scraped, as 
anns spread abroaid, and all her awkwardly asl suppose the person 
fingers distended, and held up, did whom she endeavoured to 
wiu you be pleased to walk down j imitate] pray give my humble ser- 
into your own parlour? — There i vice to miss, and tell her, I wait 
is every bodyj I will assure you, in j her commands, 
full congregation i — And there isi Was not this a wicked wench? 
Mr. Solmes, as fine as a lord, withj — I trembled so, I could hardly . 
a charming white peruke, fine stand. I was spiteful enough to- 
laced shirt and ruffles, coat say, that her ycung mistress, I 
trimmed! with silver, and a waist- , supposed , bid ]her put on these 
coat standing an end with lace ! ; airs , to frighten me out of a ca^ 

— Quite handsome, believe me! — 'pacity of behaving so calmly as 
You never saw such an alteration! should procure ine my unele's 

— Ah! Miss, shaking her head, compassion. 

*tis pity ^ou have said so muchi. What a way do you put your- 
against him ! But you know how [ self in , miss ! said uie insolent. — 
to come off for all that! — I hope j Come, dear madam, taking up my 
it will not be too late! , \ fan, which I had laid down, and 

Impertinence! said I ^ Wert, approaching me with it, fanning, 
thou bid to come up in this flutter- ' shall 1 — 

ing way? — And Itook up my fanj None of thy impertinence! -— 
and fanned myself. iBut say you, ali iny friends are 

Bless ine!' said she, how soon|below with him? And ami to op- 
these fine young ladies will be put *pear before them allf 
into flmteraiipns ! — - I meant not j I can't tell if they ^11 ^tay when 
either to offend or frighten you , I vouoome. I think thi^ seemed to 
am sure. — I be movine when Mrf^Solmes gave^ 

.Every body there , do you say ? > me his orders. — But what answer , 
— Who do you call every body?— jshidl I carry to the 'sguire? 

Why y miss, holding put her left i S^ I can^t go J j— But yet when * ^ 
palm opened, and with a flourish, | His over *tis over! — Say, 1*11 wa* 
and a saucy leer, patting it with upon — Til attend — I'll co^ 

Clarissa. /. ,„,„ ■-^- 22 




^^ THE HISTOtir OF 

pffsently — say any thin^;; Ixarej foe begets cbnrage in one*8 self — 
not what-^— but giy.e^ me my fan, I see that plainly now — yet per- 
and fetcb me a glass of water — haps, at bottom, the new nmde 
She went, 'and I fanned myself bravo is a greater coward than the 
alLthetime; fori was in a flame; other. 

aiuihemmc|d,JaQji struggled with I turned from him, and seated 
m^^elfaUI/conld; atid, when she myself in one' of the fire-side 
returned ^0 drank the water; and chairs, fanning myself. I haye 
findiilg nA hope- presently of a since recollected, that I ranst have 
quieter heartflsenl^er down, and looked very sancily. Could I have 
followed. herewith :in'ecipitation;; had Any thouffhts of the man, I 



trembling so, that, had f not hur- 
ried, I question if I^ould have 
gone down at all. -^ my dear, 
what a poor, passii^ machine is 
the body when the* mind is dis- 
ordered! • . * 
There are two doors to 



my 



should have despised myself for it. 
But what can be said m the case 
of an aversion so perfectly sin- 
cere? 

He hemmed ^Ye or six times, as 
I had done above; and these pro- 

duced a sentence — That I could 

parlour, as I used to calUl* As I. not but see his confusion. This 
entered at one, my firiends-liiurned , sentence produced two or three or 
out at the other. I just saw- the [ more. I believe my aunt had been 
gown of my sister, the last who his tutoress; for it waJs his awe, 
slid away. My uncle Antony went ' his reverence for ^o Superlative a 
out with them; but he staid not lady [I assure you!1 and he hoped 
long, as you shall hear; and they!— he hoped — three times he 
aU remained in the next purloui", a hoped4)eM>re he told me wha^ — 
wainscot partition only parting at last it^came out, that I was too 
the two. I remember them both ' generous (generosity, he said, was 
in one: but they were- separated 'my character) to despise him for 
in fav,pur of us jgirls for each to ' such — for such — for such — true 
receive, her visitors in at her tokens of his love, 
pleasure.^ _ | I do indeed see you under some 

Mr. Solni^ approached me as confusion,, sir; and this gives me 
soon as I entered , cringing to the hope, that although I have been 
ground , ar visible confusion in compelled, as I may calMt, to give 
every feature of his face. After way to this intervien^V it may be 
half a dozen cboaked up madams, attended with happier effects than 
— he was very sorxy — he was 1 had apprehended from it. 
vrry much concerned — it was his He had hemmed ' himself into 
miufortune — and there he atopped more courage, 
being, unable prescntiy to com- You could not, madam, imagine ' 
plete a sentence. any ereature so Mind to your 

This gave me a little more pre- merits , and so little attracted by 
sence of mind. Cowardice m a them, as easily to forego the in- 
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t^res^ and approbation he was 
honoured witn by your worthy 
familj^, while he had any hope 

given him, that one day he migbi, 
y his perseverance ^d seal , ei- 
pect your favour. 

I^ am but too mucb aware , sir^ 
that it 18 upon the int^eet and ap- 
probation you mention , that you 
build such hope. ' It is impossible 
otherwise, that a m^Bt.wbo has 
i^iy regard for his opoti happiness, 
wQuld persevere against such de> 
clarations as 1 have made, and 
think myself obliged to make, in 
justice to you, as well as to my- 
self. 

He had seen many instances, 
he told me, and had heard of more, 
where ladies bad seemed as averse, 
Hiid yet had been induced) some 
by motives of compassion, others 
by persuasion oif friends, to change 
tbeir minds; and had beeu vc^y 
happy afterwards: and he hoped 
this might be the case here. 

I have no notion, sir, of compli- 
ment, in an article of such im- 
portance as this: y(>ti am sorry, 
to be obliged to speak my ii^ind so 
nlaiuly, as 1 am going to do. — 
Know then, that I have an in- 
viucible objefc;tion,.*8ir, to jyour 
address. I have avowed them with 
an earnestness that 1 biel{!^ve is 
without example. BeciEiuse I be- 
lieve it is without example, that 
ui^y young creature, circuin» 
st auced as 1 am , was ever trci^ted 
^s 1 have been treated oti your ac- 
<ji)uhf. ■ ^ ^^^ ^.••.., 

Itis^hbp.ifi]^ madai|i.,,'that,^9ur 
c6;isent niay in time ne obtauied 



— - Aat is the hopej and I «hall be 
a miserable man if it cannot. 

Better, sir, gjive nie leave to 
say, you were miserable by your- 
sielf , than that yoa' shoola makib 

two 80. 

You may have heard, mudam^ 
things to my disadvantage. ' No 
man is without enemies. Ae 

E leased to let me Itnow what you; 
ave heard, and I will either own 
my faults, and amend; or I will 
convince you that I am basely 
bespattered: and once I understand 
you overheard something that I 
should say, that gave you offence: 
unguardedly, perhaps; but no- 
thing but what showed my value, 
and that I would persist so long as 
1 could have hope. ^ 

1 have indeed heard many 
thinffs to your disadvantage: — 
and 1 was far f«x>ro being pleased 
with, what 1 overheard fall from 
your lips: but as you were not 
any thing to me, and never could 
be, it was not for me to be con- 
cer|ied about the one or the other. 

I am sorry, madam, to hear 'this. 
I 4un sure you should not tell me 
of any fault, that 1 would be un^ 
willing to correct in myself. 

Then, sir, -correct this fault ^r- 
do not wish 4;o have a young 
creature compelled in the most 
material article of her Ufe , for the 
sake of motives she despises; and 
in behalf of a person she cannot 
value: one that has, in her own 
right, sufficient to set her above 
all your offers, and a spirit that 
craves no more than what it has, 
to make itself easy aiid happy. 

I dt>n*t see, madam, bow you 

22* 
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presently — say any things leare j foe besets oomage in one^s self — 
not what-^— but give me my fanJi see that plainly now — yet per- 
aodfelchmeagfiusofwater — llAps, at bottom, the new made 
She went, and 1 fanned myself j bravo is a greater eoward than the 
aU.the time^ for I was in a flame ; i other. 

I turned from him, and seated 
myself in one* of the fire>nde 
chairs, fanning myself. I have 
since recollected, that I rantst have 



aodhemmc|d,;aQ4 stmggled with 
mf^lfaUI/conld; and, when she 
returned I'j drank theVater; and 
findiitg nA hope- presently of a 



quieter heai%i sent^er down, and ! looked very saucily. -Could I have 
followed, herewith rprecipitation; had any thoughtn of the man, I 



trembling so , that, had f not hur- 
ried, I question if I^could have 
gone down at all. -^ my dear, 
what a poor, passii^ machine is 
the body when the* mind is dis- 
ordered! • : • 
There are two doors to mv 



should have despised myself for it 
But what can to said m the case 
of an aversion so perfectly' sin- 
cere? 

He hemmed five or six times, as 
I had done above; and these pro- 
duced a sentence — That I could 



parlour, as I used to callitM As i. not but see his confusion. This 
entered at one, my iriendsJiwrried . sentence produced two or three or 
out at the other. I just saw- the ; more. I believe m^ aunt had been 
gown of my sister, the last who 'his tutoress; for it wais his awe, 
slid away. My uncle Antony went ' his reverence for so Superlative a 
out with them; but he staid not lady [I assure you!1 and he hoped 
long, as you shall hear; and they ^— he hoped — tnree times he 
aU remained m the next parlouf', a hoped4»eK>re he told me what— 
wainscot partition only partiue atlastit'cameout, that I was too 
the two. I remember them both ''■ generous (generosity, he said, was 
in one: but they were- separated ' my character) to despise him for 
in fav,our of us jg^irls for each to ' such — for such — for such — true 
receive, her visitors in at her tokens of his love. 
pleaBure.4 | 1 do indeed see you under some 

Mr. Solm^ approached me as confusion, sir; aind this gives me 
soon as I entered , cringing to the hope, that although I have been 
ground, ar visible confusion in compelled, as 1 may caUlt, to give 
every feature of his face. After way to this intervien^V^^ iQ&7 ^ 
half a dozen choaked up madams, attended with bappier effects than 
— he was very sorry — he was I had apprehended from it. 
vrry much concerned — it was his He had hemmed ' himself into 
misfortune — and there he etopped more courage, 
being unable presentiy to oom- You could not, madam, imagme * 
plete a sentence. any creature so blind to your 

This save me a little more pre* merits, and so little attracted by 
sence of mind. Cowardice m a them, as easily to forego the in- 
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t^est and approbation he wa0 
honoured witn by your worthy 
famirj^, while he had any hope 

given him, that one day he might, 
y his perseverance and seal , ei- 
pect your favour. 

I^ am but too niucli aware , sir^ 
that it 18 upon the int^'eet and ap- 
probation you mention , that ^ou 
build such hope. ' It is impossible 
otherwise, that a man, who has 
si,ny regard for his oioti happiness, 
wQuId persevere against such de- 
clarations Hs'l have made, and 
think myself obliged to make, in 
justice to you, as well as to my- 
self. 

He had seen many instances, 
he told me, and had heard of more, > 
where ladies bad seemed as averse, I 
Hiid yet had been induced, some 
by motives of compassion, others 
by persuasion oif friends, to change 
tbeir minds; and had beeu vc^y 
happy afierwards: and he hoped 
tliis might be the case here. 

I have no notion, sir, of compli- 
ment, in an article of such )m-; 
portaace as this: yH I am sorry, 
to be obliged to speak my li&ind so 
plainly, as 1 am going to do. — 
Know then, that I have an in-, 
viucible objection,, 'sir, to (your 
address. I have avowed them with 
an earnestness that 1 be'l{!^ve is 
without example. ffeciEiuse I be- 
lieve it is without example, that 
ai>y young creature, circum- 
stanced as 1 am, was evertrci^ted 
^jB 1 have been treated on your ac- 
<;6uht. ^ . , 

It is^ hopedj ^^dain •. .'that, J9ur 
c6;Qaent niay in time ne obtained 



— ^ that is the hopej and I «hall be 
a miserable man if it caimot. 

Better, sir, g^ve nie leave to 
say, you were miserable by your* 
self, than that yoc should makA 
two so. 

You may have heard, mudanii 
things to my disadvantage, ^o 
man is without enemies. Be 
pleased to let me Itnow what you: 
have heard, and I will either own 
my faults, and amend; or I will 
convince you that I am basely 
bespattered: and once I understand 
you overheard something that I 
should say, that gave you offence: 
unguardedly, perhaps; but no- 
thing but what showed my value, 
and that I would persist so long as 
1 could have hope. 

1 have indeed heard many 
things to your disadvantage: — 
apd 1 was far from being pleased 
with, what 1 overheard fall from 
your lips; but as you were not 
any thing to me, and never could 
be , it was not for me to be co^- 
cerped about the one or the other* 

1 am sorry, madam, to h^ 'this. 
I 4un sure you should not tell ine 
of any fault, that :1 wottld be un^ 
willing to correct in myself. 

Then, sir, correct this fault -r- 
do not wish 4;o have a young 
creature compelled in the most 
material article of her life , for the 
sake of motives she despises; and 
in behalf of a person she cannot 
value: one that has, in her own 
right, 6uffi<pient to set her above 
all your offers, and a spirit that 
craves no more than what it has, 
to make itself easy add happy. 

1 don*t see, madam, bow yea 

22* 
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prvaentiy — say any thinf^f rcare" foe begets conrage in one*s self — 
not what-^— but give me my fan, I see tnat plainly now — yet per- 
aodfetebmeaglassofwkter — baps, at bottom, the new made 
Sbe went, 'and 1 fanned myself bravo is a greater coward than the 
"* ' . « - other. 

I turned from him , and seated 
myself in one- of the fire-side 
chairs, fanning myself. I have 
since recollected, that I ranst have 
looked very Saucily. -Could I have 



all .the time; for J was in a flame; 
aiMlhemmc|d,JaQji struggled with 
m^^lf aiil/conld; atid, when she 
returned ^0 drank the 'water; and 
findiitg nA hope- presently of a 
quieter heactfT sent^er down, and 



followed, her 1 with: rprecipitation; had sluy ihovghtn of the man, I 
trembling so, that, nad i not hur- should have despised myself for it 



rled, I question if I-^onld have 
gone down at all. -^ my dear, 
what a poor, passu^ machine is 
the body when theKssind is dis- 
ordered! • t V 
There are two doors to mv 



But what can be said m the case 
of an aversion so perfectly sin- 
cere? 

He hemmed ^Ye or six times, as 
I had done above; and these pro- 
duced a sentence — That I could 



parlour, as I used to calUl^ As i. not but see bis confusion. This 
entered at one, my firiends-liiurned . sentence produced two or three or 
out at the other. I just saw* the ; more. I believe m^ aunt had been 
gown of my sister, the last who 'his tutoress; for it was his awe, 




aU remaiued in the next parlouf', a hoped4»eibre he told me what— 
wainscot partition only partiue atlast it'cameout, that I was too 
the two. I remember them both ' generous (generosity, he said, was 
in one: but they were- separated ' my character) to despise him for 
in fav,pur of us jgirls for each to ' such — for such — for such — true 
receive, her visitors in at her tokens of bis love. 
pleasure.4 | 1 do indeed see you under some 

Mr. Solm^ approached me as confusion,, sir; and this gives me 
soon as I entered , cringing to the hope , that although I have been 
ground, ar visible confusion in compelled, as 1 may caUlt, to give 
every feature of his face. After way to this intervien^V ^^ i^^^J ^ 
half a dozen cboaked up madams, attended with happier effects than 
— he was very sorry — he was 1 had apprehended from it. 
vrry much concerned — it was his He had hemmed ' himself into 
misfortune — and there he etopped more courage, 
being unable prescntiy to com- You could not, madam, imagme 
plete a sentence. any creature so blind to your 

This save me a little more pre* merits, and io little attracted by 
sence of mind. Cowardice m a them, as easily to forego the in- 
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t^rest and Approbation he was 
honoured witn by your worthy 
famiry, while he^ had any hope 

given him, that one day he migbi, 
y his perseverance and seal , ei- 
pect your favour. 

. I am but too much aware , sif^ 
thai it 18 upon the intfirest and ap- 
probation you mention , that ^ou 
build such hope. ' It is impossible 
otherwise, that a man* who has 
i^iy regard for his owti happiness, 
wQuId persevere against such de- 
clarations as 1 have made, and 
think myself obliged to make, in 
justice to you, as well as to my- 
self. 

He had seen many instances, 
he told me, and had heard of more, 
where ladies had seemed asavei*se,| 
Hiid yet had been induced, some' 
by motives of compassion, others | 
by persuasion oif friends, to change 
tbeir minds; and had beeu vc^y 
happ3' afterwards: and he hoped 
this might be the case here. 

I have no notion, sir, of compli- 
ment, in an article of such im- 
portance as this: ycti am sorry, 
to be obliged to speak niy D&ind so 
plainly, as 1 am going to do. — 
Know then, that I have an in- 
vincible objection,. 'sir, to (your 
address. I have avowed them with 
ail earnestness that 1 bi^'Ii^Ve is 
without exampro. ffecause I be- 
lieve it is without example, that 
ai^y young creature, circum- 
stanced as jTam, was ever trci^ted 
s^ 1 have been treated on your ac- 
count. 

It is^hopfii^ madam.,, that, J9ur 
c^/iseut niay in time oe obtained 



— ^ that is the bopej and I «hall be 
a miserable man if it caimot. 

Better, sir, gjive niis leave to 
sav, you were miserable by yonr^ 
sielf , than that yor should make 
two so. 

You may have heard, inndami 
things to my disadvantage. No 
man is without enemies, tie 

E leased to let me Itnow what you: 
ave heard, and I will either own 
my faults, and amend; or I ;will 
convince you that 1 am basely 
bespattered: and once I understand 
you overheard something that I 
should say, that gave you offence: 
unguardedly, perhaps; but no- 
thing but what showed my value, 
and that I would persist so long as 
1 could have hope. ^ 

1 have indeed heard many 
things to your disadvantage:— 
a^d 1 was far from being pleaaed 
with, what 1 overheard fall froin 
your Hps^ but as you were not 
any thing to me, and never could 
be, it was not for me to be co^- 
cerped about the one or the other. 

I am sorry, madam, to hear 'this. 
I 4un sure you should not ti^ll me 
of any fault, that vl would beun^ 
willing to correct in myself. 

Then, sir, correct this fault ^r- 
do not wish 4;o have a yoimg 
creature compelled in the most 
material article of her life , for the 
sake of motives she despises; and 
in behalf of a person she cannot 
value: one that has, in her own 
right, sufficient to set her above 
all your offers, and a spirit that 
craves no more than what it has^ 
to make itself easy and happy. 

I dt>n*t see, madam, how you 

22* 
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prvaentiy — say any thinf^f Ixarejfoe begets cbnrage in one^s self — 
not what-^— but giye^ me my fan, I see tnat plainly now — yet per- 
aod fetcb me a glass of water — Ihaps, at bottoiln, the new nmde 
She went, and I fanned myself bravo is a greater eoward than the 
all the tim«) for . I was in a flame ; ^"^ - 
and hemmcid^jaQid struggled with 
m^^elfaUI/conld; and, when she 
returned ^0 drank theVater; and 
findiitg nA hope- presently of a 
quieter hearlfT senl^er down, and 



other. 

I turned from him , and seated 
myself in one* of the fire-nde 
chairs, fanning myself. I have 
since recollected, that I ranst have 
looked very bancily. -Could I have 



followed, herewith precipitation; 'had ahy ihouffhtn of the man, I 



trembling so, that, had f not hur- 
ried, I question if I^onld have 
gone down at all. -^ my dear, 
what a poor, passu^ machine is 
the body when the* mind is dis- 
ordered! • ^ V 
There are two doors to my 



should have despised myself for it 
But what can be said m the case 
of an aversion so perfectly sin- 
cere? 

He hemmed ^ve or six times, as 
I had done above; and these pro- 
duced a senteuce — That I conld 



parlour, as I used to callit^ As 1. not bnt see his confusion. This 
entered at one, my iiiendsJiiurned . sentence produced two or three or 
out at the other. I just saw- the \ more. I believe my aunt had been 
gown of my sister, the last who 'his tutoress; for it wiw his awe, 
slid away. My uncle Antony went ' his reverence for So Superlative a 
out with them; but he staid not lady [I assure you!] -and he hoped 
long, as you shall hear; and they (^- he hoped — tnree times he 
aU remained in the next p»rlou^, a hoped4»eiore he told me wha^ — 
wainscot partition only partiue atlast ifcameout, that I was too 
the two. I remember them both ' generous (generosity, he said, was 
in ojoe: but they were- separated ' my character) to despise him for 
in favour of us girls for each to ' such — for such — for such — true 
receive, her visitors in at her tokens of his love, 
pleasure.^ _ | 1 do indeed see you under some 

Mr. Solmfs approached me as confusion,, sir; and this gives me 
soon as I entered , cringing to the hope , that although I have been 
ground, ar visible confusion in compelled, as 1 may callit, to give 
every feature of his face. After way to this intervien^V i^ ii^7 ^ 
half a doxcn cboaked up madams, attended with happier effects than 
— he was very sorry — he was 1 had apprehended from it. 
vrry much concerned — it was his He had hemmed himself into 
mii^ortune— and there he etopped more courage, 
being, unable presentiy to com- You could not, madam, imagine ' 
plele a sentence. any ereaturci so blind to your 

This save me a little more pre- merits, and so little attracted by 
sence of mind. Cowardice m a them, as easily to forego the in- 
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t^ies^ and approbation he was 
boDOiired witn by your worthy 
family, while he had any hope 

§:iyeri him, that one day he might, 
y his perseverance and seal, ei* 
pect your favour. 

. I am but too much aware, sir^ 
thai it Is upon the intfreet and ap- 
probation you mention, that you 
build such hope. ' It is impossible 
otherwise, that a man, who has 
s^fiy regard for his ow9} happiness, 
wQuId persevere against; such de- 
clarations as 1 have made, and 
Uiink myself obliged to make, in 
justice to you, as well as to my- 
self. 

He had seen many instances, 
he told me, and had heanlof more, 
where ladies bad seemed as averse, 
Hiid yet had been induced, some 
by motives of compassion, others 
by persuasion of friends, to change 
their minds; and had beeu vc^y 
happy afierwards: and he hopea 
this might be the case here. 

I have no notion, sir, of compli- 
ment, in an article of such im- 
portance as this: y<'t I am sorry, 
to be obliged to speak niy tiiiud so 
plainly, as 1 am going to do. — 
Know then, that I have an in- 
vincible objection,, 'sir, to (your 
address. I have avowed them with 
ail earnestness that I b^'lii^ve is 
without examplo. ffeciEiuse I be- 
l^^ve it is wiuiout example, that 
ui)y young creature, circum» 
stauced as f am, was ever treated 
^ 1 have been treated on your ac- 
(}6uht. 



.r J- 



Itis^hop^dj madam ...thatj^pur 
Qd^^seut may in time oe obtauied 



— Aat is the bopej and I «hall be 
a miserable man if itcannol. 

Better, sir, give me leave to 
say, you were miserable by yoar- 
sielf , than that yoa" should makd 
two so. 

You may have heard, incdam^ 
things to my disadvantage. IHo 
man is without enemies. Be 

E leased to let me Itnow what you. 
ave heard, and I will either own 
my faults, and amend; or I ;will 
convince you that 1 am basely 
bes-pattered: and once I understand 
you overheard something that I 
should say, that gave you o£fence: 
unguardedly, perhaps; but no- 
thing but what showed my value, 
and that I would persist so long as 
1 could have hope. 

1 have indeed heard many 
i things to your disadvantage: — 
i and 1 was far from being pTeased 
with, what 1 overheard fall from 
your lips: but as you were not 
any thing to me, and never could 
be, it was not for me to be con- 
cerned about the one or the other« 

lam sorry, madam, tohear^his. 
I 4un sure you should not t&l me 
of any fault, that JL wottfd be un* 
willing to correct in myself. 

Then, sir, correct this fault -r- 
do not wish 4;o ' have a young 
creature compelled in the most 
material article of her life , for the 
sake of motives she despises; and 
in behalf of a person she cannot 
value: one that has, in her own 
right, sufficient to set her above 
all your offers, and a spirit that 
craves no more than what it has^ 
to make itself easy and happy. 

I dt>n*t see, madam, how yea 

22* 
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presently — say any thingf Teare j foe bcseta courage in one's self — 
not what-^— but giye me my fan J I see that plainly now — yet per- 
and feick me a gfius dfwater ^- I lAps , at bottom , tiie new nmsde 
^e went, 'and I fanned myself bravo is a greater coward than the 



all .the time) for. I was in a flame ; 
and hemmed,; and struggled with 
myself aiil/conld; atid, when she 
returned vj drank the water; and 
findiitg nei hope- presently of a 
quieter heai%i senl^er down, and 



other. 

I turned from him, and seated 
myself in one of the fire-dde 
chairs, fanning myself. I have 
since recollect^, that I must have 
looked Tery saucily. Could I have 



followed, her* with ■precipitation; had any thoughta of tiie man, I 



trembling so , that, had i not hur- 
ried, I question if I^ould have 
gone down at all. -^ my dear, of an aversion so perfectly sin 



should have despised myself for it 
But what can be said in the case 



what a poor, passiire machine is cere? 



the body when the^mind is dis- 
ordered! 



He hemmed five or six times, as 
I had done above; and these pro- 



There are two doors to mv.duced a senteuce — Thatlcould 
parlour, as I used to calUti^ As I. not but see his confusion. This 
entered at one, my firiendaJiurried . sentence produced two or three or 
out at the other. I just saw* the ] more. I believe my aunt had been 
gown of my sister, the last who 'his tutoress; for it was his awe, 
slid away. My uncle Antony went ' his reverence for so Superlative a 
out with them; but he staid not lady [I assure you!] and he hoped 
long, as you shall hear; and they!— he hoped — tnree times he 
aU remaiued in the next purloui", a hoped4»eK>re he told me wha^~ 
wainscot partition only partiue at last it "came out, that I was too 
the two. I remember them both ' generous (generosity, he said, was 
in ojae: but they were-separated'my character) to despise him for 
in fav;our of us girls for each to ' such — for such — for such — true 
receive ; her visitors in at her tokens of his love. 
pleasure.4 | 1 do indeed see you under some 

Mr. Solm^ approached me as confusion,, sir; and this gives me 
soon as I entered , cringing to the hope, that although I have been 
ground , a- visible oonAision in compelled, as 1 may calMt, to give 
every feature of his face. After way to this interviei^V i* ^^7 ^ 
half a dozen choaked up madams, attended with bappier effects than 
— he was very sony — he was 1 had apprehended from it. 
vrry much concerned — it was his He had hemmed ' himself into 
miiifortune — and there he stopped more courage, 
being unable prescntiy to com- You could not, madam, imagine 
plet e a sentence. any creaturci so Mind to your 

This gave me a little more pre- merits, and ^o little attracted by 
sence of mind. Cowardice m a them, as easily to forego the in- 
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t^est and approbation he was 
bonoiired witn by your worthy 
faihiiy, while he had any hope 

given him, that one day he mighi, 
y his perseverance and seal , ei- 
pact your favour. 

. I am but too mucli aware , sir^ 
thai it 18 upon the int^eet and ap- 
probation you mention , that you 
build such hope. ' It is impossible 
otherwise, that a man i who has 
s^ny regard for his owfi happiness, 
would persevere against such de- 
clarations as I have mieide, and 
think myself obliged to make, in 
iustice to you , as well as to my- 
self. 

He had seen many instances, 
he told me, and had heard of ooore, 
where ladies had seemed as averae, 
and yet had been induced, some 
by motives of compassion, others 
by persuasion of friends, to change 
their minds; and had bceu vc^ 
happ3' afterwards: and he hoped 
this might be the case here. 

I have no notion, sir, of compli- 
ment, in an article of such im- 
portance as this: yvt'l am sorry 
to be obliged to speak my li&ind so 
plaiiuly, as 1 am going to do. — 
Know then, that I have an in- 
viucible objection ,.• sir, to (your 
address. I have avowed them with 
ail earnestness that 1 believe is 
without example. Because I be* 
\}pye it is without example, that 
ui^y young creature, circum- 
stanced as 1 am, was ever treated 
as 1 have been treated oti your ac- 
(^unt. 



ti.'. 



.v J' 



Itis^hop.^dj madain<,.that,^9ur 
C^^Qseut may in time be obtained 



--^ that is the hopej and I «hall be 
a miserable man if it caoaot. 

Better, sir, g^ve nie leave to 
sav, you were miserable by your* 
sjelf , than that year shoule makd 
two so. 

. You may have heard, mudam^' 
things to my disadvantage. No 
dian is without enemies. Ae 
pleased to let me Itnow t^t you: 
have heard, and I will either own 
my faults, and amend; or I will 
convince you that I am basely 
bespattered: and once I understand 
you overheard something that I 
should say, that gave you offence: 
unguardedly, pei-haps; but no- 
thing but what showed my value, 
and that I would persist so long as 
1 could have hope. ^ 

1 have indeed heard many 
things to your disadvantage: — 
a^d 1 was far from beinff pleased 
wi^h. what 1 overheard fail from 
your Hps^ but as you were not 
any thing to me, and never could 
be, it was not for me to be coti- 
cenped about the one or the other« 

I am sorry, madam, to hear^tfais. 
I 4un sure you should not tell me 
of any fault, that iil would beun^ 
wi lling to correc t in inyself. 

Then , sir , correct this fault -r- 
do not wish 4;o ' have a young 
creature compelled in the most 
material article of her life , for the 
sakeof motives she despises; and 
in behalf of a person she cannot 
value: one that has, in her own 
right, 8uffi<^ient to set her above 
all your offers, and a spirit that 
craves no more than what it has^ 
to make itself easy and happy. 

I don*t see, madam, how yor 

22* 



S40 THE HISTORY OF 

woold be bappy, if I were to dis- . you have had your will in eyery 
continiiemyaddrew: for — i thing till noiT; and this makes 

That is nothing to yoa, sir, in- your parents' wills sit so heavy 
terrvpted I: do yon but withdraw * upon yon. 
ymut pretensions: and if it be | My will, sir! Be pleased to aUow 
thought fit to start up another me to ask, what was my wiU till 
nwinformypuni8hment,tbeblame j^ow, but my father's will, and 
wffl not he at your door. Yon will your, ^nd my uncle Harlowe's 
be entiUed to mv thanks; and will? -- Has it not been my pride 
most heartily will 1 thank von, I to obey and to oblige? - I never 
r. He paused , and seenied a little i agked a faTonr, that I did not first 
at a loss: and I was gomg to give ^t down and consider, if it were 
him still stronger and more per-'^^ to be granted. And how, to 
Bonal instances of my plain deal- gho^ my obedience, have 1 not 
ing; when in eame my nude An- (offered to live single? — Have I 
*ony, ^ , «• • • 'not offered to divest myself of my 

So, niece, so ! — Sitting m state giandfather's bounty, and to cast 
like a queen, giving audience!|niyselfuponmy father's; and that 
haughty audience! — Mr. Solme8,tobe withdrawn, whenever I dis- 
whv stand you thus humbly? — I oblige him? Why, dear good sir, 
Why this distance, man? I hope am 1 to be made unhappy in a 
to see you upon a more intimate ' point so concerning to my happi- 
footing before we part. 

I arose, as soon as he entered ^ 
and approached him with a bent 

knee: let me, sir, reverence my ^ j ^ ,j - . , ^j^ you 
nnele, whom I have not for so long yZ^„ ^,_ ^^^r^^^ «,?j «„ ^,«-.„ of 
time seen I - Let me, sir, bespeak ^"^'^ our motives, and we guess at 

yoi^. favour and compassion. ^ 1 ^'"^^^ , ^^ ' n II ^lil^'Zl 
^ You will have tte favour of(«*^l«J,^^^ J^^'.^f. ^^^^^^ 
eveiy body, niece, when you know sooner choose to folio w you to the 
howtodes^^T ^ j grave, than that ycmr* should take 

If ever I deserved it, I deserve it P**®®* .„ 
now. — I have been hardly used ! ^ ^11 engage never to marry 
— I have made pmposals that ^ny man, without my father s con- 
ought to be accepted , and such as ' «^nt » and yours, sir, and every 
would not have been asked of me. • body's. Did 1 ever give you any 
What have I done, that I must be cause to doubt my word? — And 
banished and confined thus dis- nere I will take the solemnest oath 
graeefally V That I must not be ^ that can be offered me — 
ailowed to have any free will in an j That is the matnmonial one, in- 
aryele that conoems my present terrupted be, with a big voice — 
and future happiness? — And to this gentleman — It shall. 

Miss Ciacy, replied my uncle, it shall, cousin Clary! — And the 



ness? 

Your grandfather's estate is not 
wished rrom you. You are not 
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more you oppose it, the worse it 
shall be for you. 

This, and before the man, who 
seemed to assume courage upon 
it, highly provoked me. • 

Then, sir, you shall sooner 
follow me to the grave indeed. — I 
will undergo the crudest death — 
I will even consent to enter ifito 
the awful vault of my ancestors, 
and have that bricked up upon 
me, rather than consent to be 
miserable for life. And Mr. Solmes, 
turning to him, take notice of 
what f say; IIuh or ani/ death, 1 
will sooner undergo [that will 
quickly be over|'than be yours, 
and for ever unhappy ! 

My uncle was m a terrible rage 
upon this. He took Mr. Solmes 
by the hand , shocked as the man 
seemed to be , and drew faim to the 
window — Don*t be surprised, Mr. 
Solmes, don*t be concerned at this. 
We know, and rapt out a sad 
oath, what women' will say in their 
wrath: the wind is not more 
boisterous , nor more changeable ; 
and again he swore to that. — If 
yon think it worth your while to 
wait for such an ungrateful girl as 
this, 1*11 engage shell veer abtmt; 
111 engage she shall. And a third 
time violentljf swore to it. 

Then commg up to me (who had 
thrown myself very much dis- 
ordered by my vehemence, into 
the most distant window) as if he 
would have beat me; his face 
violently working, his hands 
clenched) and his teeth set ^ Yes, 
yea, yes, hissed the poor jgentle- 
maa, 'fou shall, you' shall, ' you 
shall, oottsi&Clary, beBfr.Solmes*s 



wife; we will see that vou shall; 
and this in one week at rart^est -^ 
and then a fourth time he con- 
firmed it! — Poor gentleman! how 
he swore! 

I am sorry, sir, said J, to seejrQQ 
in such a passion. All this, lao^ 
but too sensible, is owing to my 
brother's instigation; who would 
not himself give the instance' of 
duty that is sought to be ezaefced 
from me. It is best for me to withr 
draw. I .shall but provoke.yoii 
further, I fear; for although t 
would gladly dbey you if I coidkif 
yet this is a point determined with 
me ; and I cannot so much as trt>% 
to get it over. 

Uow could lavoid making th^e 
s^ong declarations, the miM^ in 
presence? i 

I was going out at the door I 
came in at; the gentlemen looking 
upon one another, as if referring 
to each other what to do, or whe- 
ther to engaee iny stay, or suffer 
me to go ; and whom should I meet 
at the door but my brother , who 
had heard all that had passea 1 [ , 

He bolted upon me so unex- 
pectedly, that 1 was surprised. Ha 
took my hand, and grasped it 
with violence: Return, pretty miss, 
said he; return,if you please. 'You. 
shall not yet be bricked'up:^Yo\a 
instigating brother shall save ybh. 
from that! ^ O thou fallen angel, 
said he, peering up to my down- 
cast face — 'such a sweetness here t 
— and such an' obstinacy iherel 
tapping myiieck — thou true* 
woman ! — though ' so ^oung ! ' ^- 
But you shall not have yolir r&kf 
remember that: in a loud whisp^ 
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M if he would be decently inde- 
cent before the man. You shall 
'be redeemed, and this worthy sen- 
ttemmn, raising his roice, will be 
•o good as to redeem you from 
ruin — and hereafter yon will bless 
liim, or hayv,reiEUon to bless him, 
icthiBcondeifen^oh; thal.was,the 
brat al brother's wqrdf' 

He had led me np to ,me^t Mr. 
Bolmes, whose hana hc.toqjk, as he 
held mine. Here, sir, ^id, he, 
take the rebel daughter's ha^^ I 

S've it TOtt now: she shall confirm 
IB gift in a week's time, or will 
have neither father, mother, nor 
uncles, to boast of. 

snatched my hand away. 

How now, miss! — 

And how now, sir ! — What right 
have you to dispose of my hand? 
— If you govern eveiy body else, 
yon snail not govern me; especi- 
ally in a point so immediately re- 
lative to inyself, and in which you 
neither have , nor ever shall have, 
any- thing to do. 

1 would have broken from him ; 
but he held my hand too fast. 

Let m^ gOt. sir! -^ Why am I 
thus treated? — Ton design^ I 
doubt not, with your unmanly 
gripings, to hurt me, as you do: 
but again I ask, wherefore is it 
that lam to bo thus treated by 
youf 

He tossed my hand from him 
with a whirl, that pained mv very 
■boulder. I wept, and held my 
other hand to the part 

lir.Solmes blamed him. So did 

myuncle. 
ne had no patience, he said, 
9Udi a perverse one; and to 



think of my reflections upon hiin- 
self , before he entered, if e had 
only given me back the hand I had 
not deserved he should touch. It 
was one of my arts to pretend to 
be pained. 
Mr. Solmes said, he would sooner 

S've up all his hopes of me, than 
at I should t>e used unkindly : 
and he offered to plead in my lie- 
jhi^lf to them both; and applied 
hiiiiscflf with a bow, as if for my 
apnrobation of his interposition. 

Interpose not, Mr. Solmes, said 
I, to save me from mv brother*a 
violence. I cannot wish to owe an 
obligation to a man whose up- 
generous persejeraoce is the oc- 
casion of Aal violence, and of all 
my disgraceful sufi^rings. 

How generous in you, Mr. 
Solmes, said my brother, to inter- 
pose so kindiy m behalfof suchan 
immoveable spirit! J beg of yon 
to persist in your address -r- the 
unnatural brother called itaddrens I 
— For all our family's sake,. ai)d 
for her sake too, if you love her, 
persiist ! — Let ua save her, if pos- 
sible, from ruininff herself. Look 
at her person I [And he f^azed at 
me, from head to foot, poiiitiug.at 
me, as he referred to Mr. Solmes] 
think of her fine qualities! — A11 
the world confesses them , and we 
all gloried in her till now. She is 
worth saving; and, after two or 
three more struggles, she will be 
yours, and take my worjl for it, 
will reward your patience. Talk 
not, therefore^ of giving up your 
hopes, for a little whining roily. 
She has entered qpon a parade, 
which she knows pot how to quit 
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I'vn^tk ^ femai$ . grace. You have 
^nly her pride and her obstinacy 
to encounter: and, depend upon 
it, you will be as happy a man in a 
>a fortnight, as a married man 
con be. 

You have heard me say, my 
dear, that my brother has always 
taken a liberty to reflect upon our 
«ex, and upon matrimony ! — * He 
;woi^d npt, i(»he 4id not think ft 
'suit to do so ! — Just as poor Mr. 
-Wyerley, and others, whom we 
boUi know, profane and ridicule I 
scripture; and all to evince their 
pretensions to the same pernicious 
talent,' and to have it thought they 
are too wise to be religious. 

Mr. Solmes, with a self-satisfied 
air, presumptuously said, he would 
sutfereyevy thing, to tthliae my fa- 
mily i^and^ 9ave tiie : and doubted 
not to be amply rewarded, could 
he be so happy as<to succeed at 
last. 

Mr. Solmes, said I, if you<have 
any re^^ard for vour own happiness 
(miners out of the question with 
you: youhave not generosity 
enough to make ihat any ]^art of; 
your scheme) prosecute no further, 

foiirod(ire««,asmytbrother calls it. 
tis hat just to tell you, that I could 
not bring my heart so much as to 
ikinh of you, without the utmost: 
disapprobation , before I was used I 
as i nave been: — and can yoaj 
suppose I am such a slave, such a 
poor slave, as to be broug[ht to 
change my mind by the violent . 
usage I have met with ? i 

And you, sir, turning to myj 
brother, if yon think that meekness ' 
always Indicates lameness; and 



that there is no magnanimity with- 
out bluster ; own yourself mistaken 
for once: for you sbalLhave reason 
to judge from henceibrth; that a 
generous mind is not to be forced ; 
and that — "" 

No' moire, ^sidd the imperiMis 
wretch] Ichar^you, lifting up bis 
hands and eyes. Then turning to 
toy uncle, Do yotf hear, sir? This 
is your oiice faultless niece ! This 
is your favouritie! 

Mr. Solmes looked as if he knew 
not what to think of the matter; 
and had I b^en teftalone with him, 
I saw plainly I could have, got rid 
of him easily enough. 

My uncle came to ni^v looking 
up also to my face, ^d down to 
my feet: And is it possible thiscan 
be youT All this violence from 
you, Miss Clary? 

Yes, it Impossible, sir r- and, I 
will presume to say this vehe- 
mence on my side is but the iilskr 
tural consequence of the usage I 
have met with, and the rudeiless I 
am treated with, even in y«^r pre- 
sence,, bv abrbther, who has no 
more rignt to control me, than I 
have to control him. 

This usage, cousin Clary, was 
not till all other means were tried 
with you. 

Tried! to whi^t end, sir? — Do 
I contend for anv thing more than 
a mere negative? You may, sir, 
[turning to Mr. Solmes] pnssibly 
you may be induced the raiher to 
persevere thus ungenerously, as 
the usage I have met with foryour 
sake, and what you have nowse^ 
oflESered to me by my brother t 
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show ^ou what I can betr, were ailent, and seemed by their looks 
my evil destiny eyer to make me to want to talk to one another, 
yonrs. (walking abont in violentdisorders 

Lord, madam, cried Solmes [all too) between whiles. I sat down 
this time distorted into twentyi fanning myself (as it happened, 
different attitudes, as my brother | against the glass) and I conld per- 
and my uncle were blessing them- jceiye my cofour go and come; and 
selyes, and speaking only to each .being sick to the yer^ heart, and 
other by their eyes, and by their I apprehensive of fainting, I rung, 
working features; Lord, madam] Betty came in. I called for a 
what a construction is this ! glass of water , and drank it : but 

A fair construction, sir, inter- nobody minded me. I heard my 
rupted I: for he that can see a brother pronounce the words, Art! 
person whom he pretends to value, female art! toSolmW; which, to- 
thus treated , and approve of it, getfaer with the apprehaision that 
must be capable of treating her be would not be wekome-, I sup- 
thus himself. And that you do pose kept him back. Else I comd 
approve of it, is evident, by your see the man was affected. And 
declared perseverance, when you (stillfearinglsbould faint) I arose, 
know I am confined, banished, and taking hold of Beta's arm, 
and insulted, in order to make me Let me hold by^ou, Betty, said I : 
consent to be what I never can be. let me withdraw. And moved 
— And this, let me tell you , as I with trembling feet towards the 
have often told others, not from door, and then turned about, and 
motives of obstinacy, but aversion, made a courtsey to my uncle — 

Excuse me, sir, turning to my Permit me, sir, saidl, to with- 
uncle — To you, as to my father s ! draw, 
brother, I owe duty. I beg your Whither go you, niece? said 

garden, that I cannot obey you: my uncle: we have not done with 
ut as for my hrofher; he is hut niy | you yet. I charge you depart not 
brother; he shall not constrain Mr. Solmes has something to'open 
me*, and [turning to the unnatural 'to you, that will aistonisn you -- 
wretch — I wilfcall him wretch] And you 9^0// hear it. 
knit your brows, sir, and frown as ! Onljr , sir , by your leave , for a 
you will, I will ask you. Would fewmintates into the air, I willre- 
you^ in my case, make toe sacri-^tum, if you command it. I will 
nces I am willing to make, to ob- hear all that I am to hear: that it 
tain every one's favour? If n/;/,' may be ovfer now Bud for &ver — 
what right have you to treat me . You will go with me, Betty? < 
thus; and to procure me ^ to be And then without any iiirther 
treated as I have been for so long prohibitions i retired' into the 
a time past? garden; and there, casting myself 

I had put myself by this time upon the first seat, and throwing 
"^ great disorder: they were Betty'^i^ron over my face, ieltti- 
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ing against her side, my Kandsbe- that I have this kind instance of 

tween hers, I gave wajr to a violent your compasdon for me ? 

burst of grief, or passion, or both ; I Yon roust take no noticeof what 
which, as it seemed, saved my I tell you, said the dear girl:. bat 
heart Irom breaking, fori was sen- mj| mamma has been weeping for 
Bible of an immediate relief. | vou , too , with me ; but durst n^jt 

I have already given you spe- letany body see it; my. DoUy^ 
cimens of Mrs. Betty's impertin- , said my mamma , there never was 
ence. I shall not, therefore, trouble 80 set a malice in man asiniyoiur 
you with more; for the wench, «ousin James Harlowe. TheJ 
notwithstanding this my distress, ."^iH ruin, the flower and ornament 
took great liberties with me, after of their family, 
she saw me a. little recovered , and j As how, Men Dolly? — Did «he 
as I walked further into the gar- .not explain h««elf?-^A8 how my 
den; insomuch that I was obliged dear? •: : . ti - •* 

to silence her by an absolute pro- ' ■ Yes; she said, Mr.Solmes4n»tdd 

hibition of saying another word to bave given op hid claim to yowl 

me; and then she dropped behind for he said, you hated Inmy- ttfid 

me sullen and gloomy. | there were no hopes^ oixd yottf 

It was near an hour before I was nianoma was willing h» should; 

sent for in again. The messenger w^i to hare takeii. vOtt at y dur 

was my cousin Dolly Hervey, who, ^o^d, to renoUluse Mr. Lovelaee^ 

withaneyeofcompassionandre-:*"*^ ^ ^*v« sinjfle.-'ray mammfli 

spect (for Miss Hervey always was for it too; ior they heard all 

loved me, and calls herself my that passed between you and uncle 

scholar, as you know) told^e, my Antony, and cousin James; firny- 

company was desired. ^"g» ^' was imposdble to think of 

Betty left us.. prevailing upon you to have Mr* 

ix7k/v»^.»».o»^«,«.xr<^44./.n.ri^».oA bolmcs. Unclc Uarlowe seemed 

^t been7nT4?f mv dew? ^ l^east , tny mamma says he dicl not^ 

^r^l ^W f!t«9 «W ^*y ^^y ^'»S *^ thecoatrary. But^ 

Who can forbear tears? said y^^^ p^ppa 5as immoveabli^ and 

""®" jwas angry at your mamipa and 




Yes, / am, madam, because T the scene entirely. In short, she 
love you. says, that Mr. Solmes had great 



I kissed bet; and is it for me. ' matters engaged to him, .. H^ 
my sweet cousin, that yon shea owned, that you were the finest 
tears? — There never was love young lady in England, and he 
lost between us : but tell me, what would be content to be but lit*'" 
is designed to be done with me, beloved, if he could nor, i^err 
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liage, engBfe your heart, for the my friends, she said, she believed, 
sake of having the honour to call ^ sit in judgment upon me. 
yon his but £r one twelvemonth j 1 wish it had been so. Bat, as 
— I suppose he would br^ak your 1 1 have been told since , neither my 
lieart m the next — for he is a father nor my mother would trust 
emel hearted man, I am sure. ! themselves with seeing mc: the 
My friends may break my heart, ' 0°^ ^^ seems for passion-sake ; my 
cousin Dolly; but Mr Solmes will mother for tender considerations. 



never have it .in his power to 
break it 

I do not know that, madam : you 
will have good luek to avoid 
having him, by what I can find; 
for my mamma says, they are all 
now of one mind, herself excepted : 
lind she is forced to be silent, your 
papa and brother are both so 



By this time we entered the 
house. Miss Hervey accompanied 
me into the parlour, and left me, 
as a person devoted, I then 
thought. 

Not)ody was there. I sat down, 
and bad leisure to weep nreflectin^ 
upon what my cousin Dolly had 
told me. 

Th^were all in mv8i8ter*8 par- 



compassionating 
cents. 

Female accents I could dis- 
tinguish the drowned ones to be. 
my dear! what a hard-hearted 
sex is the other 1 Children of the 



T ^5!. ^^4. «.u^«^ • j-1 (louraifjoining: forllieard a con- 

WW.Slj^nXT^''';^,"^ *^^^ niixture of voices, some 

orotner. i5ut to my father I owe Uuo \«^v>*a ^^.»*.oo<>;^«.^*;»«. «« 
duty and obedience, if I could ^^'^ "'''® compassionatiuff ac- 

ctoply. 

We are apt to be 'fond of any 
body that will side with ui, when 
oppressed or provoked: I always 

loved my cousin Dolly; but flow'aamepitt^nts, how came they by 
^ epde^red hers^jlf to me ten their cruelbr ? — Do they get k by 
**^'2!^'®' ^^ JeV^othingcon- travel? -Do they get itV con^ 
^J^L "^' u ^^^ ^^'^^ .a^^l versation with one another? — Or 
^?.u ^' T®'®. ^^"^ *" >ny case ? how do they get it? - Yet my 

Without hesitation she replied, sister, too. is as hard-hearted as 
have Mr. Lovelace without doubt, any of them. But this may be no 
and take up Irer own estate , if she : exception neither: for she has been 
were me; and there would be an thought Jto be masculine in her air 
end to it — And Mr. Lovelace, and her spirit She has then, per- 
she said, was a fine gentleman; haps, a soul of the atluir sex in a 
Mr. Solmes was not worthy to body of oum. — And so, for the 



buckle his shoes. 

Miss Hervey told |me further, 

that her mother was desired to 

to me, to fetch me in ; but she 

1 herself. I should have all 



honour of our oion, will I judge of 
ev^ry woman for the future, who, 
imitating the rougher manners of 
men, acts unbeseeming the gen- 
tleness of her own sex. 
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Forjgire me, my dear friend , for 
breakiDg into my story b^ these 
reflections. Were I rapidly to 
pursue my narration, without 
thinking, without reflecting, I be- 
liere I should hardly be able to 
jKieep in my right mind: since 
vehemence and passion would 
then be always uppermost; but 
whileXMtViik as I write, I cool, and 
my huiry of spirits is allayed. 
. 4 believe I was above a quarter 
of an hour enjoying my own com- 
f<tttles8 contemplations, before 
any body came in to me; for they 
i^^Bemed to be in full debate. My 
aunt looked in first; my dear, 
'aaidiihe, are you there? and with- 
draw hastily to apprise them of it. 

And then (as agreed upon I sup- 
pose) in came my ancle Antony, 
orediting Mr. Solmes with the 
words, Let me lead tfou in , mv dear 
friend, having hold of his band ; 
while the new-made beau awk- 
wardly followed, but more egding; 
Ijr^BB I may sa;{r,8ettittg his feet min- 
cingly, to avoid treaaing upon his 
leader's heels. Excuse me, my 
dear, this seeming levity; but 
those we do not love, appear in 
every thing ungraceful to us. 

I stood up. My unde looked 
very snrllr. — .Sit down I — sit 
down^gnrl,,said.he— Mid drawing 
a ehair near me, he placed his dear 
firiendin it, whether he would or 
not, I having taken my seat. And 
niv uncle sat on the other side 
of me. 

Well, niece, taSiing my hand, 
we shail have very little moire to 
sa^ to you thaa ^e have already 
8aid| as to the subject that is so 



distasteful to you — unless, indeed, 
you have betterconsidered of the 
matter — and first , let me know if 
you have? 

The matter wants no^onsiden^ 
tion^ sir. 

Very well, veiy well, madam! 
said my uncle, withdrawing his 
bands from mine: could I (Bv^ 
have thought of this from you? 

For God*s sake, dearest madam, 
said Mr. Solmes, folding his hands 
— and there he stopped. 

For God*s sake, what, sir? — 
How came God*s sake, and your 
sake, I pray you, to be the same? 

This silenced him. My uncle 
could only be angry; and that he 
was before. 

Well, well, well, Mr. Solmes, 
said my uncle, no more of suppli- 
cation. You have not confidence. 
enough to expect a woihanV 
favour. f 

He then was pleased to hint 
what great things he had designed 
to do for me; ami that' it was more 
for fvy sake, after- he returned 
from the Indies, thanforthe-sake- 
of any o/A«rof the{amily, that he 
had resolved to live a single life. 
-^ But now, concluded be, that 
theperverse:j;irl despises all the 
preat things it was once as much . 
m my will, as it is in my power, to 
do for her, I will change my mea- 
sures. 

I told him, that I most sincerely 
thanked him for all bis kind inten- 
tions to me : but that I was, willing 
to resign all claim to any 
hii^ favours than kind Ic 
kind words. 
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He looked about him this way another! — But could I be less 
and that - peremptory before the man? 

Mr. Solmes looked pitifully ADd,a8toyoi/rcareaiidconeeni 
down* for roe, sir, turning to my brother; 

But both being silent, I was once more I desire it not. You 
•oizy,Iadded,thatIhad too much are but my brother. Biy father 
reason to say a very harsh thing, and mother, I bless God, are both 
asitmight bethought; which was, living; and were th^^y no/, yon 
that if he would but'be pleased to have given me abundant reason to 
convince my brother and sister, say, that you are the very last 
that he was absolutely determined person I would wish to have any 
to alter -his generous purposes concern for me. . 
towards me, it might possibly pro- How, ^nieoe! And is a brother, 
cure me better treatment from an on/y brother, of so Httleconsi- 
both, than I was otherwise likely deratmn with you, as this comes 
to have. to? Andoughthetohavenocpn- 

My uncle was veir much dis- cem for his sister^s honour, and 
pleased.. But he had not the op- the fimilyV honour? 
portunify' to express his displea- Mff honour^ sir I — ^I desire none 
sure, as he seemed preparing to of his concern for (that! it never 
do; for in came my brotner in ex- was endangered till it had his on- 
ceeding great wrath; and called desired concern! h-. Forgive me, 
me several vile names. His sue- sir <— but when my brother knows 
cess htthertOfinfaisdevices against how to act like a brother i or be- 
nto, had set him above keeping have like a gentleman, he may 
even decent measures. deserve more consideration firom 

Was this my spiteful construe- me than it is possible for me now 
tion? he asked — ^,Was this the to think hedoes^ 
interpretation I put upon his bro* I thought my brother, would 
therly care of me, and concern fofr have beat me upon this: but my 
me,in order to prevent my ruining uncle stood between us. 
myself? I Violent girl, however, he called 

It tjf, indeed, ititj said I: I know me — Wha, said he, who would 
no other way tdaccounifor your hav^ thought it of her?, 
late behaviour to me: and before ' Then Iras Mr. Solmes told that 
your face , I repeat my request to 1 was unworthv of his pujismt . 
my ttnele,andIwilLmake!ittomy But Mr* Sol^oes warmly took 
other uncle whenever 'I am per- m^ part: /he! could not iieary he 
mitted to see him, that they will said, that I should be treated so 
confer all their favours upon yOu roughly. 

and upon my sister ; and only make ' And so very much did he exert 

me happy (it jsaii I wish for !)-^ in himself on^^this Occasion^ and 4o 

'nd looks , and kind words, patienthr was his warmth jreKieived 

''ey.all gazed uponone^by-iny brotiielr, thati began' to 



CLARISSA HARLOWB. 349 

BUBpect , that it was a contriyance nearer and dearer relations. Toa 
to make me think. myself obliged have given me no reason to think 
to him; and. that this might per- j better of your pxadenoe, than of 
haps be one end of the pre«aea-for . my own. I am independant of you^ 
interview, . . ^ sir, though I never desire to be so 

The very suspicion of this lowjof mv father : and although I wish 
artifice, violent as I was thought for the good opinion of my uncles, 
to be before, put me still more out it is alii wish tor from them : and 
of patience; and my uncle and my this, sir, I repeat to make you and 
brother again praisinghiswonder- my sister easy, 
ful generositv, and his noble! Instantly almost came in Betty, 
return of gooa for evil, You are a in a great huny , looking at ttie as 
happy man, Mr. Solmes, said I, spitefully, as it she were my sister: 
that yon can so ecudltf. confer obli- Sir, said she to my brother, my 
gations upon a whole family , es- master desires to speak with you 
cept upon one ungrateful person this moment at the door, 
ofit, whom you seem to mtend He went to that which led into 
most to oblige; but who being my sister^s parlour; and this 
made unhappy by your favour, sentence I heard 'thundered from 
desires not to owe to you any pro- the mouth of one who had a right 
tection from the violence of a to all my reverence: Son James, 
brother. | let the rebel be this moment carried 

Then was I a rude, an ungrate- away to my brother's — this very 
fuL and unworthy creature. moment-^ she shall not stay one 

I own it all — all, all you can hour more under my roof! 
call me, or think me, brother, do I 1 trembled ; 1 was ready to sink, 
own. 1 own my uuworthiness with Yet-, not knowing *wh at I did, or 
regard to this gentleman. I take said, I flew to the door, and would 
your word for his abundant merit, have opened it: but my brother 
which I have neither leisure nor pulled it to. and held it close by 
inclination to examine into — . it the key — my papja! — my deav 
may perhaps be as great as your papal said I, falling upon my 
own — but yet I cannot thank him knees, at the door — admit yonr 
for his mediation: for who sees child to your presence !*— Let me 
not, looking at my uncle, that but plead my cause, at your feel! 
this is giving himself a merit with -* reprobate not thus your dis- 
every body at my expense? tressed daughter! 

Tnen turning, to my brother, Mf uncle put his handkerchief 
who seemed surprised into silence to his eyes.: Mr. Solmes made a 
by my warmth, I must also ac- still more giievous face than he 
knowledge, sir, the. favour of your had before. But my brother's 
superabundant care for me. But maible heart was untouched. • 
I dischuge you of it; at least, 1 will not &tir from my kn^" 
while I £ave the happiness ' of continued I, without admis' 
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At this door I beg ill ^0 let it be night you will not be permitted to 
the door of merey! and open it to ~" '~ "'''~ *■ 
me, honoured sir, I beseech youl 



— But this once, this once! al- 
though 'you were afterwards to 
shut It against me for ever I 



' st^ in this house. 

I don*t choose to give my keys 
to any body, except to my motlier 
and into her own hands. You see 
how much I am disordered. It 



rrn J J J X ' may cost me my life, to be hniried 

The door wm endeavoured to, ^ ^ .udd^Iy. I beg to be^' 

5f.."P!!!'\.r.i±Mr±k:'i;2^ indeed tiU nit Monday at 



made my brother let ^o the key 
on a sudden j and 1 pressing against 
it (all the time remaining op my 
face into the other parlour: how* 
ever without hurting myselr. But 
every body was gone, except 
Betty , who I suppose was the 
person that endeavoured to open 
the door. She helped to raise me 
up ; and when I was on my feet , I 
looked round that apartment, and 
seeing nobody there, re-entered 




least. ,i t • -» 

That will not be graht^a'^u. 
So prejpare for this verymfi^ht 
Ana give up yourj keys. Give 
them to me, miss, rll carry them 
to your mother! 

JSxcuse me , brother. Indeed I 
won't. • 

Indeed you must. Have you 
any thing you are afraid should 
be seen bv your mother? 

Not if I am permitted to attend 



eyes oyerflo wed, to mv great relief: 



make a report accordingly. 
He{went out. 
In came Miss Dolly Hervey: I 



wtlr Lht^^^^ «*dam, t6 be themes 

brother, and Mr. Solmes, left me, ^^ i' but your mamma insists 

and went to my other relaUons. l^^^* ^^^j.^^ ^^ ^u j^^e 

What^ passed among them, I keys oryonr cabinet, library, isuid 
know not: but my brother came in drawers. 

by the time I had tolerably re-| Tell my mother, that I yield 
covered myself,.witba settled and them up to her commands: tell 
haughty gloom upon his brow — | her, 1 make no conditions with ra^ 
Tour father and mother command mother: but if she find nothibg 
you instantly to prepare for your ' she shall disapprove of, I beg that 
uncle Antony's. You need not be 'she will permit me tatagry here 
solicitous about what you shairafew days longer., -^' Ti^, my 
take with yon. You may give. Dolly [the dear girl sbbbine with 
Betty your keys — take them | grief]; try, if your gentleneSB 
Betty, if the perverse one has cannot prevail for me. 
them about her, and carry themj She wept still more, and said, 
to her mother. ' She will take care It is sad, yery sad , to see matters 
^ every thinj^ after you that thus carried I . , 
'11 want — but another She took the ki6ys, and wrapped 
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ber arms about me ; and begged ) tbink I will not. It can answer no 



me to excuse ber for |her message ; 
and would have said more; but 
Bettj*s presence awed ber, as I 
saw; 

Don't pity me, my, dear, said 
I. It will be imputed to you as a 
fault. You see wbo is by. 

Tbe insolent wench scornfully 
smiled: One young lady pitying 
another in tbin^ .of this nature, 
looks promising m the youngest, I 
must needs. say. 

I bid ber be g^ne from my pre- 
sence. 

She would most gladly go, she 
said, were she not4o stay about 
me by my mother's order. 

It soon appeared for what she 
staid; for 1 offering to go up 
stairs to my apartment when my 
cousin went trom me with the 
keys, she told me she was com- 
manded (to her very peat regret, 
she must own) to desire me not to 
go up at present. 

Such a bold face, as she, I told 
her, should not hinder me. 

She instantly rang the bell, and 
in came my brother, meeting me 
at tl^e door. 

Return, return, miss— no going 
up yet. 

I went in again, and throwing 
myself upon the window seat, 
wept bitterly . . 

Shall 1 give you the particulars 
of a ridiculously spiteful conver-. 



good end. 

I desired several times^ while he- 
staid, to have leave to retire to 
mv apartment; but was denied. 
The search, I suppose, was not 
over. 

Bella was one of those employed 
in it. They could not have a 
more diligent searcher. How 
happy it was they were disap- 
pomted ! 

But when my sister could not 
find the cunning creature's i>aper8, 
i was to stand another visit from 
Mr. Solmes — preceded now by 
miy aunt Hervey, sorely against 
her will, I could see that; accom- 
panied bv my uncle Antony, in 
order to keep ber steady, I sup- 
pose. 

But being a little heavy (for it 
is now past two in the mommg[) I 
will lie down in my clothes, to m- 
dulge the kind sununons, if it will 
be indulged. 

3 o^dock, Wednesday Morttinff'.' 

I COULD not sleep — only dpzed 
away one half-hour. 

My aunt Hervey accosted me 
thiis — my .dear child, what 
troubles do you give to your 
parents, and to every body! — I 
wonder at you! 

I am sorry for it, madam. 

Sony for it, child I — Why 1;hen 
so very obstinate? — Come, sit 
down, my dear. I will sit next 



sation that piissed between my. you; takmgmyhand. 
brother and me, in the time that I My uncle placed Mr. Solmes on 
he (with Betty) ^as in office toUheothersideof me: himself over- 
keepiigfie in the parlour while my-asainst me, [almost close to me. 
clbset wl^Bearohing? — But I Waslnot finely beset, my dear 
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Tpof brother, child V said my 
ftimt, is too passionate — his zeal 
for pour welrare poshes him on a 
little too vehemently. 

Very tme, said my nncle: l>Qt 
no more of this. We would now 
be glad to see if milder means will 
do with yon — though, indeed, 
tiiey were tried before. 

I asked my aunt, if it were ne- 
cessary, that that gentleman 
should be present? 

There is a reason that he should, 
said my aunt, as you will hpar by- 
aod-by. — But I must tell you, 
first, that, thinking you was a 
little too angrily treated by your 
brother, your mother desired me . 
to tiy what gentler means would 
do upon a spirit so generous as we 
used to think yours. 

Nothing can be done|, madam, I 
must presume to say, if this gen- 
"tkinan's- address be the end. 

She looked upon my uncle, who 
bit jhis Up ; and looked upon (Mr. 
Soldies, who rubbed his cheek; 
andshakii^ her head, Good, dear 
creature^ said she, be calm. Let 
me ask you, if something would 
hare been doiie, had ^ou |been 
more gently used, than you seem 
to think you have been ? 

No, madam, I cannot say it 
would, in thisffentleman^s favour. 
You know, madam, you know, sir, 
to my uncle , I ever valued myself 
upon my sincerity: and once in- 
deed had the happiness to be 
valued for it. 

Ify uUcl^ took Mr. Solmes aside. 

ird him flay, whisperingly, 

istfihe shall, jstili be yours. 

'11 see who'll conquer. 



rarents or child, uncles or niece, 
doubt not to be witness to all 
this being got over, and many !a 

food-humoured jest made of this 
i^phrenzy! 
I was heartily vexed. 
Though we cannot find out, 
coatinu^ he, yet weffttestf^ who 

Ents her upon this obstinate bc- 
aviour. it is not natural to her, 
man. Nor would I concern my- 
self so much about her, but that I 
know what I say to be tme\ and 
intend to do great things for 
her. 

I will hourly pray for that 
happy time, whispered as audibly . 
Mr. Solmes. I never will revive 
the remembrance of what is now 
so painful to me.- 

Well, but niece, I am to tell 
you, said mv aunt, ^hat the send- 
mg up your &eys, without making 
any conditions, has wrought for 
you what nothing else could have 
done. That, and the not finding 
any thing that could give them 
umbrage, together with Mr. 
Solmes's interposition — 

O, madam, let me not owe an 
obligation to Mr. Solmes. I can- 
not repay it, elcept 'by my 
(hanks; and those only on condi- 
tion that he will declme bis suit. 
To my thanks, sir [turning to him] 
if you have a .heart [capable of 
humanity, if you have any esteem 
for me for my otBn sake, I beseech 
you to entitle yourselfl — I be- 
seech you, do! — ' 

madam, cried he, believe^ be- 
lieve, believe me, it is impossible. 
While you are single, I will hope. 
While that hope is encouraged by 
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so many wortihy friends, I mxjoi 
persevere. I must not slight 
ihem^ madam^ because you slight 
me. 

I answered him only with a 
look; but it was of high disdain : 
and turning from him — But what 
favour , dear madam [to my aunt] 
has the instance of duty you men- 
tion procured me? 

Your mother and Mr. Solmes, 
replied my aunt, have prevailed, 
that vour request to stay here till 
Mondavnext shall be granted, if 
you will promise to go cheerfully 
then. 

Let me but choose my own visi- 
tors, and 1 will go to my uncle's 
house with pleasure. 

Well, niece, said my aunt we 
must wave this subject,. I find. 
We will now proceed to another, 
which will require your utmost at- 
tention. It will give you the rea^- 
sou why Mr. Solmes*s presence is 
requisite — > 

Ay, said my unde, and shew 
you what sort of a man somebody 
18. Mr. Solmes, pray favour us, 
in the first place, with the letter 
you received from your anonym- 
ous friend. 

I will, sir. And out he pulled a 
letter-case, and, taking out a 
letter, It is written in answer to 
one, sent to the person. It is 
superscribed, To Roger Solme»y 
Esq, It begins thus: Honoured 
Sir — 

I beg your pardon, sir, said I: 
but what, pray, U the intent of 
reading this letter to me? 

To let you know what a vile 
man you are thought to have set 

dariua, L 



your heart upon, said my unde in 
an audible whisper. 

If, sir, it be suspected, that I 
have set my heart upon any other, 
why is Mr. Solmes to give him* 
self any further trouble about 
me? 

Only hear, niece, said my aunt^ 
only hear wnat Mr. Solmes has to 
read and to say to you on tiiis 
head. 

If, madam, Mr. Solmes will be ^ 
pleased to declare, that he has no 
view to serve, no end to promote, 
for himself, 1 will hear any thing 
he shall read. But if the con- 
trary^ you must allow me to say, 
that it will abate with me a great 
deal of the weight of whatever he 
shall produce. 

Hear it but read, niece, said my 
aunt — 

Hear it read, said my uncle. 
You are so ready to take part 
with — 

With any body, sir, that is ac- 
cused anonymously, and from in- 
terested motives. 

He began to read; and there 
seemed to be a heavy load of 
charges in this letter against the 
poorjcriminal: but I stopped the 
reading of it, and said. It will not 
be my fault, if this vilified man be 
not as indifferent to me, as one 
whom I never saw. If he be other- 
wise at present, which I neither 
own nor deny, it proceeds from 
the strange methods taken to. pre- 
vent it 0onot let one cause unite 
him and me, and we shall not.be 
united. If my offer to live single 
be acceptedji ne shall be no more 
to me than tMs gentleman. 

^3 
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:Stiil ~ Proceed, Mr. Solmes — 
liear it out, niece, was my uncleV 
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Jat to whatpnrpose, sir! said 
I — Has not Mr. Solmes a view in 
this? And, besides, can any thing 
worse be said of Mr. Lovelace, 
than I have heard 9aid for several 
months past? 

Bat tnis, said mjrixnele, and 
what Mr. Solmes can tell you be- 
sides . amounts to the fullest 
proof — 

Was the unhappy man, then, so 
freely treated in his character oe- 
fore, without full proof? I beseech 
you, sir, ^ve me not too good an 
opinion of Mr. Lovelace; as I may 
have, if such pains be taken to 
make him ^iity, by one who 
means not his reformation by it; 
nor to do j^ood, if I may presume 
to sa^ so in this case, to any body 
but himself. 

I see very plainly, girl, said my 
uncle, your prepossession, your 
fond prepossession, for the person 
of a man without morals. 

Indeed, my dear, said my aunt, 
you too mucn lustify all ;our ap- 
prehensions. Surprising! that a 
voung creature of virtue and 
nonour should thus esteem a man 
of a quite opposite character! 

Dear madam, do not|c6nclude 
asainst me too hastily. I believe 
Mr. Lovelace is far from being so 
good as he ought to be: but if 
every man's private life were 
searched ioisohy prejudiced people, 
set on for that purpose; x know 
not whose reputation would be 
~fe. I love a virtuous character, 
-^uchiliman, as in woman. I 



think it as requisite and as meri- 
torious in the one fas in the other. 
And, if left to myself, I would pre- 
fer a person of such a character to 
royalty without it. 

why then, said my unde — 
Give me leave, sir — but I may 
venture to say, that many of those 
who have escaped censure, have 
not merited applause. 

Permit me to observe, further, 
that Mr. Solmes himself may not 
be absolutely faultless. I never 
heard of his virtues. Some vices 
I have heard of — Excuse me, 
Mr. Solmes, I speak to your face 
— the text about casting ike first 
stone affbrds an excellent lesson. 
^ He looked down; but was 
silent. 

Mr. Lovelace may have .vices 
you have not. You may have 
others, which He has not« — I 
speak not this to defend him, or to 
excuse you. No man is baa, no 
one is good , in every thing, Mr. 
Lovelace, for example, is said to 
be implacable, and to hate my 
friends: that does not make me 
value him the more: but give me 
leave to say, Ithat they hate him as 
much. Mr. Solmes has his anti- 
pathies, likewise; very strong 
ones, and those to his oum rela- 
tions; which I don't find to be the 
other's fault; for he lives weU 
with his — yet he may have as 
bad : — worse, pardon me, he can- 
not have, in my poor opinion: fbr 
what must be the man who hates 
Ms oton flesh f 
You know not, madam ;^ all in 
You know not, niece; > one 
You know not, Claiy; )breatL 
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I may not, not do I desire to 
know, Mr. Solmes^s reasons. It 
converns iifit me to know them: 
but the world , even the impa;'tial 
partof it, accuses him. If the world 
IS unjust or rash, in one man*s case, 
why may it not be so in another* mf 
Thafs all I mean by it. Nor can 
there be a great^r^^i^ of w;aDt of, 
merit, than where amans^eksjKi' 
pull down anoiher*8 character), 'm 
order to build Up his own. 

The poor man's faqe was all this 
time overspread with confusion, 
twisted, as it were, and all awry, 
neither mouth nor nose standing 
in the middle of it. He looked, as 
it he were ready to cry! and had 
he been capable of pitying me , I 
had certAiuly tried to pity him. 

They all three gazed upon one 
another in silence. 

My aunt, I saw (at least I 
thought so) looked as if she would 
have been glad she mieht have 
appeared to approve of what I 
said. She but feebly blamed me, 
when she spoke , for not hearing 
what JAt. holmes had to say. He 
himself seemed not now very 
earnest to be heard. My uncle 
said, there was no talking to me. 
And I should have absolutely i 
silenced both gentlemen, had uotj 
my brother come in again to their, 
' assistance. 

'This was the strange speech he 
,made at his entrance, his eyes'* 
flaming with anger: This prating 
girl has struck you all dumb , 1 
nerceive. Persevere, however,' 
Mr. Solmes. I have heard every 
word she has said : and I know no 
other method of beixig even with 



her, than after ^e ia yours, tq 
make her as sensible of your 
power, as she now makes yon of 
her insolence. 

Fie, cousin Harlowe! said my 
aunt — could I have thought a 
brother would have said this to |a 
gentleman, of a sister ? 
' 1 must tell you, madam, said he, 
that you give the rebel courage. 
You yourself seem to favour. too 
much the arrogance of her sex in 
her; otherwise she durst not have 
thus stopped her uncle's mouth 
by reflections upon him ; as well 
as denied to hear ;a gentleman tell 
her the danger she is in irom a' 
libertine, whose protection, as she 
has plainly hinted, she intends to 
claim agamst her family. 

Stopped my unMs mouth by re* 
/tectums uptm him^ Sir I said I, how 
can that be! How dare you to 
make such an application as 
this ! 

My aunt wept at his reflection 
upon her. — Cousin . said she to 
him , if this be the thanks I have 
for my trouble, 1 have done : your 
father would not treat me thus — 
and I %ciU say, that the hint 
you gave was an unbrotherly 
one. 

Not more unbrotherly than all 
the rest of his conduct to me , of 
late, madam, said 1. I see by this 
specimen of his violence, how 
every body has been brought into 
his measures. Had I any the least 
apprehension of ever beine in Mr. 
Solmes*8 power, this might have 
affected me. But you see , sir , ^'^ 
Mr. Solmes, what a conduc' 
thought necessary to enable 

23» 
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to anire fttyoor niigeiieroiiB emL 
Too tee how mj Jmther courts 
for too! 

I disclaim Mx-Hariowe'sTioleBce, 
madam, with all my soaL I will 
never remind you — 

Sflence, worthy sir, said I; I 



to raise her tone a little, if I GookL 
If I cou/d, did I say? It is easy to 
make a passionate spiiit answer 
all one's Tiews upon it. 

She aceordingly flamed out In a 
raised tone : and this brought my 
cousin Dolly in to us. Miss Har- 
lowe, your company is desired. 

I will come presently, eoosin 
Dolly. 

But again provoking a sererity 
mnch to blam^ as your sister. | from me which she could not bear. 



will take care you nerer shall have 
the opportnni^. 

Less violence. Clary, said my 
uncle. Cousin James, you are as 



In then came my sister. Brother, 
said she . you kept not your pro- 
mise. You are thought to be to 
blame within, as weU as here 



and calling me names: in once 
more came Dolly, witn another 
message that her company was 
desired. 



Were not Mr. Solmes's generosity | Not mine , I doubt, Miss DoUy, 

and affection to the gprl well said I. 

known, what you have said would! The sweet-tempered sirl burst 

be inexcusable. My father desires out into tears, and snook her 

to speak with vou; and with you, head. 

aunt; and with you, uncle: and Go in before me, child, said 

with you, Mr. Solmes, it you i Bella [vexed to see her concern for 



please. |™^]) ^i^^ ^7 sha^ face like a 

They all four withdrew into the new moon: what dost thou cry for? 
next apartment I Is it to make thy keen face look 

I stood silent, as not knowing still keener? 
presently how to take this inter- 1 I believe Bella was blamed, too, 
vention of my sister's. But she . when she went in ; for I heard her 
left me not long at a loss — Osay^ The creature was so pror 
thou perverse thing, said she vokmg, there was no keeping a 
[poking out her angrv face at me/ resolution, 
when they were ail gone, butj Mr. Solmes, after a little while, 
speakinff spitefully low] — what came in again by himself , to take 
trouble do you give to us all 1 leave of me : full of scrapes and 

You and my brother, Bella, said compliments ; but too well tutored 
I, give trouble to yourselves; yet and encouraged, to^ven^ehope 
neither you nor he have any busi- of his declining his suit. He beg- 
ness to concern yourselves about ged me not to impute to him any 
me. of the severe things to which he 

She threw out some spiteful ex- bad been a sorrowful witness. He 
pressions, still in a low voice, as if besought my compassion, as he 
she chose not to be heard without ; called it. 
and I thought it best to oblige her He said , the result was , that he 
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had Btill hopes given him ; and al- 
though dificouraged by tne^ he 
was resolved to persevere , while I 
remained single. — And such long 
and such painful services he 
talked of, as never before were 
heard of. 

I told him, in the strongest man- 
ner, what he had to trust to. 

Yet still he determined to per- 
sist. — While I was no man^s else, 
he must hope. 

What I said I, will you still 

Sersist, when I declare, as I now 
o, that my affections are en- 
gaged? — And let my brother 
make the most of it. 

He knew my principles, and 
adored me for them. He doubted 
not , that it was in his power to 
make me happy: and he was sure 
I would not want the will to be so. 

I assured him , that were I to be 
carried to my uncle*s, it should 
answer no end ; for I would never 
see him ; nor receive a line from 
him; nor hear a word in his favour, 
whoever were the person who 
should mention him to me. 

He was sorry for it. He must 
be miserable, were I to hold in 
that mind. But he doubted not, 
that I mi^ht be induced b^ my 
father ana uncles to change it — 

Never, never, he might depend 
upon it. 

It was richly worth his patience, 
and the trial. 

At my expense f — At the price 
of all my happiness, sir? 

He hoped I should be induced 
to think otherwise. 

And then would he have run 
into his fortune, 'his settlements, 



his affection — vowing that nevser 
man loved a woman with ao sini- 
cere a passion, as he loved me; 

I stopped him as to the £x$t 
part of his speech: and to the se- 
cond, of the sincerity of his paa- 
sion. What then, sir, said I, is 
your love to one , who must assdie 
you, that never youne creatine 
looked upon man with a more 
sincere disapprobation, than I look 
upon you? and tell me, what argu- 
ment can you urge , that this true 
declaration answers not before- 
hand? 

Dearest madam, what can I 
say ? — On my knees I beg — 

And down the ungracefoi wretch 
dropped on his knees. 

Let me not kneel in vain, ma- 
dam : let me not be thus demised. 
— And he looked most odiously 
sorrowful. 

I have kneeled too, Mr. Sofanes: 
often have I kneeled: and I will 
kneel again •— even to you^ sir, 
will I kneel, if there be so much 
merit in kneeling; provided you 
will not be the implement of my 
cruel brother*s undeserved per- 
secution. 

If all the services, even to 
worship you, daring my whole life 
— you, madam, invoke and expect 
mercy: yet shew none — 

Am I to be cruel to myself, to 
shew mercy to you; take iny 
estate, sir, with all my heiEtrt, sinc^ 
yoti are such a favourite in tiiili 
house! — Only leave me myself — 
the mercy you ask for, do you snew 
to Others. 

If you mean to my relatic 
madam — unworthy as they 
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•U shftll be done that yon shall ^Qywelldoes it become yon. It is 
prescribe. but a short one, however. T jran- 

Who, I, sir, to find you bowels ness in yoortum, accuse others of 
jonnaturalW haye not? I do pur- your own guilt — but leave her, 
chase tiieir happiness by the for- Mr. Solmes : her time is short, 
fsiture of my own? What I ask You'll find her humble and roorti- 
jon for, is mercy to myself: that, fied enough very quickly — then, 
since you seem to have some power how like a little tame fool will she 
over my relations, you will use it look, with her conscience up- 
m my behalf. Tell them that you. braiding her, and beggine of yoa 
■ee 1 cannot conquer my aversion [with a whining voice, the Darbar- 
to you; tell them, if you are a wise ous brother spoke] to forgive tatd 
man, that you too much value forget t 

your own happiness, to risk it More he said, as he flew out, 
against such a determined anti- with agio wing ftice, upon Shorey's 
pathv: tell them, that I am un- coming in to recal him on hw 
worthy your of£en: and that in violence 

mercy to yourself, as well as to j removed from chair to chair, 
me, you will not prosecute a suit excessively frighted and dUturbed 
•o impossible to be granted. ^t this brutal S-eatraent 

countenance whitened ovlr, as if fcXl'^p^ .^T^ -"^ ^- -^ 

vfannine 
indeed I 




objection with me: and I doubt He recommended himself to my 
aot in a few days to have it in my favour with an air of assurance; 
power to Jihew you — augmented, as I thought, by a dis- 

You have it m your power, tress so visible in me; for he 
.(If . even snatched my tremblinff, my 

He came weU off— to sheto you struggling hand ; and ravished it 
more generosity, than, noble as to his odious mouth, 
you are said to be to others , you ,1 flung from him with high 
ahew lo me. disdain : and he withdrew, bowing 

The man*s face became his and cringing: self-gratified, and 
anger: it seems formed to express enjoying, as I thought, the con- 
Uie passion. fusion he saw me in. 

At that instant, again came in The wretch is now, methinks, 

mnr. brother — Sister, sister, sister, before me; and now I see him 

e, with his teeth set, act on awkwardly stridins backward, as 

magant part you have so he retired , till^ the edge of the 

usumed -—most wonder- opened door, whieh he ran against, 
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remembered him to ttim his wel- 
come back upon me. 

Upon bis withdrawing, Betfy 
brought me word, that I was 
permitted to go ui> to- my own 
chamber: and waa bid to consider 
of eYcry thins: for my time was 
short. Nevertheless, she believed 
I might be permitted to stay till 
Saturday. 

She tells me , that although my 
brother and sister were blamed 
for being so hwtif with me, yet 
when they made <^etr report, and 
my uncle Antony his^ of my pro- 
vocations, they were all more 
determined than ever in Mr. 
Solmes's favour. 

The wretch himself, she tells 
me. pretends to be more in loye 
with me than befpre; and to be 
rather delighted than discouraged 
with the conversation that passed 
between us. He ran on, she says, 
in raptures, about the grace where* 
with I should dignify his board; 
and the like sort of stuff, either of 
his Bayiuff, or of ^^ making. 

She closed all with a Now is 
your time ) miss, to submit with a 
grace, , and to make your own 
terms with him : — else , I can tell 
Tou, were I Mr. Solmes, it should 
be worse for you: and who, miss, 
of our sex, proceeded the saucv 
creature, would' admire a rakish 
gentleman, when she might be ad- 
mired by a sober one to the end of 
the chapter?' 

She made this further speech to 
me on quitting my chamber — 
You have had amazidg good luck, 
miss, I must tell you, to kee^ your 
writings concealed so cunningly, 



you must needs think I know that 
you are always at your pen: and 
as you endeavour to hide that 
knowledge from me, I do not 
think myself obliged to keep your 
secret. B at I loVe not to aggravate. 
I had rather reconcile by much. 
Peace-making is my talent, and 
ever was. ^d had I been as 
much your foe, as you ima^ne, 
you had not perhaps been bere 
now. But this, however, I do not 
say to make a merit with you, 
miss: for, truly, it will be the 
better for you the sooner every 
thing is over with you. And better 
for. me, and for every one elsei; 
that^s certain. Yet one hint I must 
conclude with; thatiyour pen and 
ink (soon as you are to go away,) 
will not be long in your power , I 
do assure you, miss. And then, 
having lost /Aa/ amusement, it Will 
be seen, how a mind so active as 
yours will be able . to employ it- 
self. 

This hint alarms me so muchi^ 
that I shall instantlv begin to 
conceal, in different places, pens, 
ink, ana paper; and to depoBit 
some in the -ivv summer-house, if 
I can find a safe pkwcf there; andt 
at the worst j I havtf got a pencil 
of black, and another of rea lead^ 
which I use in mv drawings; and 
my patterns shall serve for paper, 
if I have no other. 
. How lucky it was, that I had 
got away my papers ! They made 
a strict search for them; that I 
can see, by the disorderly manner 
they have left all things in: for 
you know that I am such r 
server of method , that I C8 
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a bit of ribband, or lace, or edging, 
blindfold. The Bame in my books : 
which they have strangely dis- 
ordered and mismatched ; to look 
behind them , and in some of them, 
I sappose. My clothes too are 
rumpled not a bttle. No place has 
escaped them. To yout hint, I 
thank ^ou, are they indebted for 
their disappointment. 

The pen, through heayinessand 
fati^e , dropt out of my fingers, 
at tne word tndebtetL I resume it 
to finish the sentence ; and to tell 
yon, that I am. 

Your for ever obliged and 
affectionate 

Cl. Harlowb. 

r — "■•• 

LETTER LZXVULi. 
|MiB8 Clarissa Harlowe to Hits Howe. 

• 

Wednesday, 11 o'clock, April 5. 

I MUST write as I have op- 
portunity; making use of my con- 
cealed stores: for my pens and 
ink (all of each that they could 
find) are taken ftom me ; as I shall 
tell you more particularly by- 
and-by. 

Aboat an hotir ago I deposited 
my long letter to you ; as also, in 
the usual place, a billet to Mr. 
Lovelace, lest his impatience 
should put him upon some rash- 
ness; signifying, in four lines, 
*' that the interview was over; and 
that I hoped my steady refusal of 
Mr. Solmes would discourage unj 
further applications to me in his 
favour." 

Although I was unable (through 
the fatigue I had undergone, and 
by reason of sitting up all night, 



to write to yon; which made me 
lie longer than ordinary thismom- 
ing) to deposit my letter to yoa 
sooner; vet I hope yon wiU ba^e 
it in sucn good time, as that you 
will be able to send me an answer 
' to it this nieht ^ or in the moraing 
I early ; whicn, if ever so short, mi 
inform me, whether I may depe&d 
upon your mother's indulgence or 
not. This it behoves me to Imow 
as soon as possible ; for they are 
I resolved to nnrnr me away on Sa- 
turday next at nirthest \ perhaps 
to-morrow. 

I will now inform yon of aU that 
happened previous to their taking 
I away my pen and ink , as well as 
of the manner in which that act of 
violence was committed ; and this 
as briefly as I can • 

My aunt, who (as well as Mr. 
Solmes, and my two uncles) lives 
here, I think, came np to me, and 
said , she would fain have me hear 
what Mr. Solmes had to say of Mr. 
Lovelace — only that I might be 
j apprised of some things, that 
-would convince me what a vile 
man he is, and what a wretched 
husband he must make. I might 

f*ve them what decree of credit 
pleased; and take them witii 
j abatement for Mr. Solmes's in- 
j terestedness, if I thought fit But 
it might be of use to me, were it 
but to question Mr. Lovelace in- 
directlv upon some of them that 
related to myself, 

I was indifferent^ I said, about 
what he could say of me ; as I was 
sure it could not be to my disad- 
vantage: and as he had no reason 
to impute to me the forwardness 
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which my unkind Ariends had so 
causelessly taxed me with. 

She said, that he gare himself 
hi^h airs on account of his family ; 
and dpoke as despicably of ours 
as if an alliance with tis were be- 
neath him. 

I replied, that he was a very 
unworthy man, if it were true, 
to speak slightingly of a family, 
which was as gooa as his own, 
'bating that it was not allied to 
the peerage : that the dignity it- 
self, I thought, conveyed more 
shame than honour to descen- 
dants, who had not merit to 
adorn, as well as to be adorned 
ly it: that my brother's absurd 
pride, indeed, which made him 
every where declare, he would 
never marr^ but to quality, gave 
a disgraceful preference against 
ours : but that were I to be as- 
sured, that Mr. Lovelace was 
capable of so mean a pride as to 
insult us, or value himself on such 
an accidental advantage, I should 
think as despicably of his sense, 
as every body else did of his 
morals. 

She insisted upon it, that he 
had taken such liberties; and 
ofiPered to give some instances, 
which, she said, would surprise 
me. 

I answered , that were it ever 
so certain that Mr. Lovelace had 
taken such liberties, it would be 
but common justice (so much; 
hated as he was b^ all our family, | 
and so much inveighed against in ' 
all companies by them) to inquire j 
into the provocation he had to| 
say what was imputed to him; 



and whether the value some of my 
friends put upon the riches they 
possess (throwing perhaps con- 
tempt upon every other advan- 
tage, and even discrediting their 
own pretensions to famihr, in 
order to depreciate %2>). might not 
provoke him to like contempts. 
Upon the whole,, madam, said I, 
can you say, that the inveteracy 
lies not as much on our side, as 
on hixf Can he say any thing of us 
more disresjpectful than we bbj of 
/^{'m?-^ And as to the suggestion, 
so often repeated, that he will 
make a bad husband, is it possible 
for him to use a wife worse than I 
am used; particularly by my bro- 
ther and sister? 

Ah, niece t ah, my dear I how 
firmly has this wicked man at- 
tached you 1 

. Perhaps not, madam. But 
really ^eat care should be taken 
by fathers and mothcSfs, when 
they would have their daughters 
of their minds in t)iese particulars, 
not to say things that shall neces- 
sitate the child, in honour and 
generosity, to take part with the 
man her friends are averse to. 
But, waving all this^ as I have 
ofiPei'ed to renounce him for ever, 
I see not why he should be men- 
tioned to me , nor why I should be 
wished, to hear any thing about 
him. 

Well, but still , mj dear, there 
can be no harm to let Mr. Solmes 
tell you what Mr. Lovelace has 
said of you. Severely as you have 
treated Mr. Solmes, he is fond of 
attending you once more : he bef 
to be heard on this head. 
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U it be proper forme to hear it, 
madam — 

It w, eagerly intemipted she, 
very proper. 

Has what he has said of me, 
madam, conyinced you of Mr. 
Lovelace's baseness? 

It has, my dear: and that you 
ought to abnor him for it. 

Then, dear madam, be pleased 
to let me hear it from your mouth : 
there is no need that I should see 
Mr. Solmes^ when.it will have 
double the weight from you. 
What, madam, has the man 
dared to say of mef 

hLy aunt was quite at a loss. 

At last, Well, said she, I see 
how you are attached. I am sorry 
for it, miss. Fori do assure you 
it will signify nothing. You must 
he Mrs. solmes, and tnat in a very 
few days. 

If consent of heart, and assent 
of voice^ be necessaiy to a mar- 
riage, I am sure I never can, nor 
ever will, be married to Mr. 
Solmes. And what will any of 
Biy relations be answerable for, 
if they forc^ my h;Euid into his, 
and ho\i it there till the service 
be read ; I perhaps insensible, and 
hi fits, all the time I 

What a romantic picture of a 
forced marriage have you drawn, 
niece! Some people would say, 
you have given a fine description 
of TOur own obstinacy, child. 

My brother and sister would: 
but you, madam, distinguish, I 
am sure, between obstinacy and 
aversion. 

Supposed aversion may owe its 
rise to real obstinacy, my dear. 



I know my own hMrt, madam. 
I wish you did. 

Well, bat see Mr. Solmes once 
more, niece. It will oblige, and 
make for you, mmn tSui you 
imagine. 

What should I see him for, 
madam ^ Is the man fond of 
heartnip me declare my aversion 
to him? — Is he desirous of having 
me more and more incense my 
friends against myselT/ — O my 
cunning J my ambidous brother I 

Ah , my dear! — with a look of 
pity, as if she understood the 
meaning of my exclamation — 
but must that necessarily be the 
case? 

It must, madam, if ther will 
take offence at me for declaring 
my steadfast detestation of Mr. 
Solmes as a husband. 

Mr. Solmes is to be pitied, ^aid 
she. He adores you. He Longs to 
see YOU once more. He loves you 
the better for your cruel usage of 
him yesterday. He is in raptures 
about you. 

Ugly creature, thought I! — He 
in raptures! 

what a cruel wretch must he 
be, said I, who can enjoy the 
distress to which he so largely 
contributes! — But I see, I see, 
madam , that I am considered as 
an animal to be baited , to make 
sport fpr my brother and sister, 
and Mr. Solmes. Thev are all, all 
of them , wanton in their cruelty. 
— /, madam , see the man ! — the 
roan so incapable of pity ! — In- 
deed I will not see him if I can 
help it. — Indeed I will not. 

What a construction does your 
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lively wit put upon the admiration 
Mr. Solmes expressed of joul — 
Passionate as yon were yester- 
day, and contemptnously as you 
treated him , he dotes upon you 
for the very severity by which he 
suffers. He is not so ungenerous 
a man as you think him: nor has 
he an un&eling heart. — Let me 
prevail upon you, my dear (as 
your father and mother expect it 
of you) to see him onoe more , and 
hear what he has to say to you. 
.. How can I consent to see him 
a^ain, when yesterday's inter- 
view was interpreted by you, 
madam, as weU as by every 
othef,' as an encouragement to 
him? When I myselr declared, 
that if I saw him a second time by 
my own consent, it might be so 
taken? — And when I am deter- 
mined never to encourage him? 

You might spare your reflec- 
tions upon me, miss. I have no 
thanks eithbf from one side Or the 
other. 

And away she flung. 

Dearest madam I said I, follow- 
ing her to the door — 

But she would not hear me 
farther; and her sudden breaking 
from me occasioned a hurry to 
some mean listener; as the slip- 
ping of a foot from the landing- 
place on the stairs discovered to' 
me. { 

I had scarcely recovered myself, 
from this attack, when up came' 
Betty — Miss, said she, yourj 
company is desired below stairs; 
in your own parlour. 

fiy whom, Betty? 

How can I tell, miss? — Per- 



haps by your sister, perhaps by 
your brother — I know they won t 
come up stairs to your apartment 
again. 

Is Mr. Solmes goue, Betty? 

I believe he is, miss — would 
you have him sent for back? said 
the bold creature. 

Down I went: and to whom 
should I be sent for but to my 
brother and Mr. Solmes! The 
latter standings sneaking behind 
the door, so that I saw him not 
till I was mockingly led by the 
hand into the room by my brother. 
And then I started as if I had be- 
held a ghost. 

Yda are to sit down , Clary. 

And what tlien brother? 

Why then , you are to put off 
lihat scornful look , and hear what 
Mr. Solmes has to say to you. 

Sent for down to he baited 
again I thought I. 

Madam, said Mr. Solmes, as if 
in haste to speak, lest he should 
not have an opportunity ^veil 
him , [and indeed ne judged tight} 
Mr. Lovelace is a declared mar- 
riage hater, and has a design upon 
your honour, if ever — 

Base accuser! said I, infkpafr> 
sion, snatching my hand from my 
brother, who was insolently mo- 
tioning Jto sive it to Mr. Solmes ; 
he has not! — he dares not! — 
But you have, if endeavouring to 
force a free mind be to dis- 
honour it! 

O thou violent creature! said 
my brother ^ but not gone yet 
for I was rushing away. 

What mean you, sir [strugg 



364 



THB HIBTOBY OF 



vehemently to get away] to detain 
me thus against my wiUV 

Ton shall not go, violence I 
clasping |his unbrotherly arms 
about me. 

Then let not Mr. Solmes stay. 

— Why hold you me thus? He 
shall not for your own sake, if I 
can help it, see how barbarously 
a brother can treat a sister who 
deserves not evil treatment. 

And I struggled so vehemently 
to get irom him, that he was 
forced to quit my hand ! which he 
did with these words — Begone 
then , fury I — How strong is will ! 

— There is no holding her. 

And up I flew to my chamber, 
and locked myself in , trembling 
and out of breath. 

In less than a quarter of an 
hour up came Betty. 1 let her in 
upon,, her tappine , and asking 
(half out of breath too) for ad- 
mit tance. 

a ^ The Lord have mercy upon us ; 
aid she. — What a \con fusion of a 
^ouse is this ; ~ [hurrying up and 
hown, fanning herself with her 
^andkerchief ] Such au^ry masters 
i^nd mistresses I — Such an obsti- 
j^ate young lady!. — Such an 
i^umbfe lover! — Such enraged 
^ndes! — Such — O dear! — 
jcarl what a topsy-turvy house 
B this ! — And all for what, trow? 

— Only because a young lady 
mav be happy, and wjll notf — 
Only , because a young lady wiil 



ha 



nd, and will not have j 
Vhat hurly-burlies! 
e all used to be' 
less! 
1 on to herself, 



{while I sat as patiently as I could 

: (being assured that her errand 

was not designed to be a welcome 

one to me) to observe when her 

soliloquy would end. 

At last, toming to me — I must 
do as I am bid. I can^t help it — 
don't be angry with me, miss. But 
I must carry down your pen and 
ink: and that this moment. 

By whose order? 

By your papaV and mamma's. 

How shall I know that? 

She ofifered to go to my closet: 
I stent in before her: Touch it if 
you dare. 

Up came my cousin Dolly — 
Madam I — madam! said the poor 
weeping good-natured creature, 
in broken sentences — you must 
— indeed you must — aeliver to 
Betty — or to me — your pen and 
ink. 

Must I, my sweet cousin? Then 
I will to you: but not to this bold 
body. And I gave my standish to 
her. 

I am sorry, very sorry, said she, 
to be the messenger: but your 
papa will not have you in the 
same house with him: he is re- 
solved you shall be carried away 
to-morroWjOr Saturday atfiurthest 
And therefore your pen and ink 
are taken away, that you may 
give nobody notice of it. 

And away went the dear girl, 
very sorro^al, caRyuig dowil 
with her my standish. and all its 
furniture^ and a little parcel of 
pens beside, which having bieen 
seen when the great search was 
made, she was bid to ask for. A 
it happened, I had not diminiahed 
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it, havrng hid half a dozen crow 

?[aill8 in as many different places, 
t was lucky; for I doubt not they 
bad nmnbered how many were in 
the parceL 

Betty ran on, telling me, that 
my mother was now as much in- 
censed against me as any body — 
that my doom was fixed — that 
my violent behaviour had not left 
one to plead for me — that Mr. 
Solmes bit his lip , and muttered, 
and seemed Whave more in Jus head 
than could come out at his mouth; 
that was her phrase. 

And yet she also hinted to me, 
that the cruel wretch took plea- 
sure in seeing me: although so 
much to my disgust — and so, 
wanted to see me again. Must he ' 
not be a savage , my dear? 

The wench went on — that my 
uncle Harlowe said, that now he^ 
gave me up — that he pitied Mr. | 
Holmes — ^et hoped he would not 
think of this to my detriment here- ' 
after; that my uncle Antony was 
of opinion, .that 1 ought to smart 
for it; andy for her part — and 
then, as one of the family, she 
gave her opinion of the same side. 

As I have no other way of 
hearing any thing that is said or 
intended below, I bear sometimes 
more patientiv than I otherwise 
should do with her impertinence. 
And indeed she seems to be in all 
my brother's and sister*s councils. 

Miss Hervey came up ag«in, 
and demanded an half*pint ink- 
bottle which they had seen in my 
closet. I 

I ffave it her without hesitation. ! 

Iitfaey hare no suspicion of my ' 



being able to write, they will per- 
haps let me stay longer tnaa 
otherwise they would. 
^ This, my dear, is now my situa- 
tion. 

All my dependence, all my 
hopes, are in your mother's fa- 
vour. But for that, I know not 
what I might do : for who can tell 
what will come next? 

LETTER LXXIX. 
Mist 0I«ri8M Hftrlow« to MU» Howe. 

Wednesday, four o*eloek in the 
afternoon. 

I AM just returned from depo- 
siting the letter I so lately 
finished, and such of Mr. Love- 
lace's letters as I had not sent 
you. My long letter I found re- 
maining there. — So you ¥rili have 
both together. 

I am concerned, methinks, it is 
not with you. — But your servant 
cannot always be at leisure. How- 
ever, I will deposit as fast as I 
write. I must keep nothing by me 
now: and when I write, lock my- 
self in, that I may not be surprised 
now they think 1 have no pen and 
ink. 

I found in the usual place an- 
other letter from this diligent 
man: and by its contents a con- 
firmation that nothing passes in 
this house but he knows it; and 
that almost as soon as it passes; 
For this letter must have been 
written before he could have re- 
ceived my billet; and deposited, 
I suppose,- when that was taken 
away; yet he compliments me r 
it upon QM^rting myself (as ' 
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caUb it) (m that occasion to my 
maele and to Mr, Solmcs. 

*'He assoresme, however, that 
tiiey are more and more deter- 
mined to subdue me. 

^< He sends me the compliments 
of his family; and acquaints me 
witii their eamest.desire to see me 
^(mongst them. Most vehemently 
does he press for my quitting this 
house while it is in mv power to 
get away: and a^ain oegs leave 
to. order his uncle*s chaHot and 
six to attend my commands at the 
stile leading to the coppice ad- 
joining to the paddock. 

*' Settlements to my own will he 
again offers. Lord M. and Lady 
Sarah, and Lady Betty to be 
guarantees of his honour and 
justice. But if L choose not to go 
to either of those ladies, nor yet 
to make him the happiest of men 
so soon as it is nevertheless his 
hope that I will, he urges me to 
wimdraw to my own house, and 
to accept of my Lord M. for my 
guardian and protector till my 
cousin Monden arrives. >He can 
contrive to give me easy posses- 
sion of it, and will fill it with his 
female relations on the first invi- 
tation ^from me; and Mrs. Norton 
or Missilowe may be undoubtedly 
prevailed upon to be withlne for 
a time. There can be no pretence 
for litigation, he says, when I am 
once in it. Nor, if I choose to 
have it so,, will iie appear to visit 
me, nor presume to mention mar- , 
riage to me ^till all is quiet and . 
easy; till every method I shall | 
lu-, £qj, ^ reconciliation with | 

IS tried; tiUmycouttn' 



; tili such settiements arfs 
[drawn as he shall approve offer 
me; and that I have unexception- 
able proofs of his own good oeha- 
viour." 

As to the disgrace a person of 
my character ma^ be apprehen- 
sive of upon quitting my father's 
house, he observes (too truly I 
doubt), '^that the treatment I 
meet with is in every one's mouth : 
yet that the public voice is in my 
favour; my friends themselves, he 
says, expect that I will do myself 
what he calls this justice: why 
eUe do they connne me? He 
urges, tiiat, thus treated, the in- 
dependence I have a right to will 
be my sufficient excuse, going but 
from their house to my own, if 1 
choose that measure; or in order 
to take possession of my own , if I 
do not: that all the disgrace I can 
receive they have already ^iven 
me: that his concern and his fa- 
mily's concern in my honour will 
be equal to my own , if he may be 
so happy ever to call me his : and 
he presumes, he says, to avier,that 
no family can better supply the 
loss of my own friends to me than 
his, in whatever way I shall do 
them the honour to accept of his 
and their protection. 

'*But he repeats, that, in all 
events, he will oppose my beins 
carriea to my uncle's; being well 
assured that! shall be lost to him 
for ever if once I enter into that 
house." He tells me, <*that my 
brother and sister, and Mr. Sobnes, 
design to be there to receive me: 
that my father and mother will 
not come near me till th^ cere- 
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•monj is actaallj over; and that 
then they will appear, in order to 
try to reconcile me to my odious 
husband , by urging upon me the 
obligations 1 shall be supposed to 
be under from a double duty/' 

How, my dear, ami driven on 
one side, and invited on the 
other! » This last intimation is 
but a too probable one. . All the 
steps they take seem to tend to 
this! and, indeed, they have de- 
clared almost as much. 

He owns, "that he has already 
taken his measures upon this in- 
telligence. — But that he is so de- 
sirous for my sake (I must smppose^ 
he says, that he owes them no for- 
bearance for (heir own) to avoid 
coming to extremities, that he has 
sufiPered a j)er8on, whom they do 
not suspect, to acquaint them 
with his resolutions, as if come 
at by accidentj if they persist 
in their design to carry me by 
violence to my uncle's, in hopes 
that they may be induced from 
the fear of mischief which may 
ensue to change their measures: 
and yet he is aware that he has 
exposed himself to the greatest 
risKs by having caused this inti- 
matioii to be given them ; since, if 
he cannot benefit himself by their 
fears, there is no doubt but they 
will doubly guai*d themselves 
ag^ainst him upon it.'* 

%Vhat a dangerous enterpriser, 
however, is this man! 

"He bees a few lines from me 
bjr way of answer to this letter, 
either this evening or to-morrow 
momins. If he be not so favoured, 
he shaU conclude, from what he 



knows of the fixed determination 
of my relations, that I shall be 
under a closer restraint than be- 
fore : and he shall be obliged to 
take his measures accordmg to 
that presumption." 

You will see by this abstract^ 
as well as by his letter preceding 
this^ (for both run in the same 
strain) « how strangely forward 
the difficulty of my situation has 
brought him in his declarations, 
and proposals, and in histhreateur 
ings too: which, but for that, I 
would not take from him. 

Something, however, I must 
speedily resolve upon, or it will 
be out of my power to help my- 
self. 

Now I think of it, I will inclose . 
his letter (so might have spared 
the abstract of it) thai; you may 
the better jud^e of all his propo-^ 
sals and intelligence, and lest i% 
should fall into other hands. I 
cannot forget the contents, al- 
though 1 am at a loss what answer 
to return*. 

I cannot bear the thoughts of 
throwing myself upon the pro- 
tection of his friends : — but I will 
not examine his proposals closely 
till I hear from you« Indeed I 
have no eligible hope but in your 
mother's ^odness. Iler's is a pro- 
tection I, could more reputably fly 
to than to uiat.of any other per- 
son: and from her's should be 
ready to return to my father's (for 
the breach then would not be irre- 

* She aecordinglv indo^u Mr. Love- 
Uee^a letter. But Mtii« most mftCerlal eor 
tenia of it Me glT«ii in lier Ai>»trMt if 
omitted, 
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parable. aBitwonld beif Ifledtowith my own on the other, andl 
DIM famijy): to return^ I repeat, on shall be in some measore nappy! 
each terms as shall secore but my | — Should your good mother re- 
negatioe^ not my independence: I fuse me, what rduge, or whose, 
do not aim at that fso shall lapr|canl fly to? — Dearest creature, 
your mother under the less dim- i advise your distressed friend, 
ctdty): although Thave a right 



to be Dut into possession of my 
jirandfather's estate, if I were to 
insist upon it: — such a ri^ht, I 
mean, as my brother exerts m the 
estate left hm ; and which nobody 
disputes. — God forbid that I 
should ever think piyself freed 
from my father*s reasonable con- 
trol, whatever right my ffrand- 
father's will has given me! He, 
good gentleman, left me that 
estate as a reward of my duty, 
and not to set me above it, as has 
been justly hinted to me: and this 
reflection makes me more fearful 
of not answering the intention of 
BO valuable a bequest — that 
my friends knew but my heart! — 
Would but think of it as they used 
to do! — For once more I say, if 
it deceive me not, it is not altered, 
although theirs are! 

Would but your mother permit 
you to send her chariot, or chaise, 
to the by-place where Mr. Love- 
lace proposes Lord M/s shall 
come (provoked, intimidated, and 
apprehensive as I am), I would 
not hesitate a moment what to do. 
Place me an^r where, as I have 
said before — in a cot, in a garret j ' 
any where ~ disguised as a ser- 
vant — or let' me pass as a ser- 
vant's sister — 90 that I may but 



I broke off here — I was so ex- 
cessively uneasy, that I durst not 
trust myself witn my own reflec- 
tions: I therefore went down to 
the earden, to try to calm my 
mind, by shifting the scene. I 
took but one turn upon the 
filbert- walk, when Betty came to 
me. Hete, miss, is your papa — 
here u your uncle Antony! — 
here is tny young master — and 
my young mistress coming to take 
a walk in the garden; and your 
papa sends me to see where you 
are, for fear he should meet you« 

I struck into an oblique path, 
and got behind the yew hedge. 



seeiDg my sister appear: and 
• • ' & till they 

were gone past me. 



there concealed mysel 



My mother, it seems, is not 
well. My poor mother keeps her 
chamber ~ shoidd she be worse, 
I should have an additional un- 
happiness, in apprehension that 
my reputed unautifuiness had 
touched her heart. 

You cannot imagine what my 
emotions were behind the yew 
hedge, on seeing my father so 
neiar me. I was glad to look at 
him through the hedge as he 
passed by: but I trembled in 
every joint, when I heard him 
escape Mr. Solmes on one hand,! utter these words: Son James, to 
»..^ 4.>^e (llBgi^m^ of refuging with you. and to Bella, and to you, 
-^ily of a man at enmity Ibrotner, do I wholly pommit fhls 
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iiuitter. That I was meant I can- 
not doubt And yet why was I so 
affected; since I may he said to 
have been given up to the cruelty 
of my brother and sister for muiy 
days past? 

While my father remained' in 
the garden, I sent my dutiful com- 
pliments to my mother, with in- 
quiry aft^ fae^ health, by Shorey , 
whom I met acddentally upon the 
stain; for none of the servants, 
except my gaoleress, dare to 
throw themselves in my way. 1 
had the mortification of such a 
return, as made me repent my 
message, though not my concern 
for her health. <^ Let her not in- 
G^uire after the disorders she occa- 
sions," was her jiarsh answer. ** 1 
will not'receive any compliments 
from her.*' 

Yeryj t;«r^hard, my dear! In- 
deed it IS very hard. 

* • • 

I have the pleasure to hear that 
my mother is already better. A 
colickv disorder, to which she is 
too subject; ' It is hoped it is gone 
ofF — God send it may I — Everj 
evil that happens in this house is 
owinfftome! 

This good news was told me, 
with a circumstance very unac- 
ceptable; for Bet^ said, she had 
orders to let me know, that my 
g»rden walks and poultry visits 
were suspected: and that both 
will be prohibited, if I stay here 
tHl Saturday or Monday. 

Possibly this is said bv order, 
to make me go with less re- 
luctance to my uncle's. 

Ciariua* I. 



My mother bid her say, if I ex- 
postulated aboat these orders, 
and about my pen and ink, '*tiiat 
reading was more to the pmpose 
at present than^writing: that by 
the one I might be taug^ht my 
duty; that the other, considering 
whom I was believed to write to, 
only stiffened my will: that my 
needle- works baa better be pur- 
sued than my airings , which were 
observed to be taken in idl wea- 
thers." 

So, my dear, if I do not resolve 
upon something soon, I shall nei- 
ther be able to avoid the intended 
evil, nor have it in my power to 
correspond with you. 

' Wednesday nigliL 
All is in a hurry below stairs. 
Betty is in and out like a spy. 
Something is working, I know not 
what. I am reallv a good deal 
disordered in bbay as well as 
mind. Indeed I am quite heart- 
sick. 

I will eo down , though 'tis al- 
most dark, on pretence of getting 
a little air and composure. Ro- 
bert has my two former, I hope, 
before now: and I will deposit 
this, with Lovelace's inclosed, if I 
can, for fear of another seardi. 

I knoW' not what I shall do! — 
All is so strangely busy! — Doors 
elapt t6 —' going out of one apart- 
ment, hurryin^y, air I may say, 
into another. Betty, in her alarm- 
ing way, staring, as if of frighted 
importance; twice with me in half 
an hour; called down in haste by 
Shorey the last time ; leaving me 
I with still iRorS' meaning in her 

24 
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ImIbb tnd gesinreft -^ yet powlMy 
Wfebing in «U this worthy of my, 
iMreheiiaioiiB -r ! 

Ufite tigfan eooies the ereatDre, , 
with her deep-drmwn affeeted 

aUrha, aodber O deort / Otieargl 

% #, • 

More dark huitQ thcown out hj 
the saoey creatwe. Bnt she <wiU 
not ezpmin heraelf. *' Suppose 
this pretty business ends in murr 
der! she says, "I may me fay 
opposition as long as 1 iife^ for 
aught she knows. Parents will 
not be baffled out (^ their children 
by impudent gentlemen; nor is it 
fit they should. It may come 
home to me when I least ex- 
pect it" 

These axe the s^oomy and per- 
plexing hints this impertinent 
throws out. Probably they arise 
from the information Mr. Lovelace 
says ha has secretly permitted 
them to have ffrom Ins vile double- 
faced agent, I suppose ! ^ of his re- 
solution to prevent my oeing car- 
ried to my unde*s. 

How justly, if 80 , may this ex* 
asperate them! — How ami driven 
to and iro, like a feather in the 
wind , at the pleasure of the rash, 
the seltish, and the headetrong! 
and when I am as averse to the 
proceediuffs of the one as I am to 
those of the other I For although 
I was induced to carry on this un- 
happy corremopdence, as I think 
I ought to call it, in hopes to pre- 
vent mischief; yet indiscreet mea- 
sures are fallen upon by the rash 
man, before I, who am so much 
(concerned in the event of the pre* 
sent contentionS|,can becousultcd; 



and between his vioienoe on one 
hand, and that of nxy relations oo 
the other, I find myself in danger 
from both. 

O my dear I iriba4 is worldly 
wisdom but the height -of folly? 

— I, the meanest, at kast the 
youngest, of mr fiither*s family, 
to thrust myseUF in the gap be- 
tween such uncontroUable sinrits! 

— To the interception perhi^ of 
the dengns of Providence, which 
majr intend to make these hostile 
spirits- their own punishers. — If 
IP, what presumption ! — Indeed, 
my dear friend, I am afraid I have 
theught myself of too much con- 
se^ueufe. But, however this be, 
li isffoad^ token calamities befal us, 
that we should look into ourselves, 
andfear, • . 

If I am preyented depositing 
this and the inclosed (as I in- 
toid to try to ^ , late as it is) 
I will add to it as occasion 
shall offer. Mean time, be- 
lieve me to be 
Your ever affectionate and 
gratefol 

Cl. HAHX.OWS. 

Under the superscription, utrUten 
with a pencil after ^e went 
down, 

'^My two former are. not yet 
taken away — I am surprised 
*— I hope you are well — I 
hope all is right betwixt your 
mother and you. 
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Kits Howe to Miss Olariasa Harlowe. 

Thonday morniag, April 6. 

I HAVB jova tiwree letters. Never 
was there a creature more im- 
patient on tl)e , most interesting 
ancertainty ihtm I was| to know 
the event of the interview be- 
tween you aind Solmes. 

It behoves ne to accoant to my 
dear friend, in her present un- 
happy situation, for every thing 
that may have the least appear- 
anoe of negligence or remissness 
on my part I sent Bobin in the 
morning early, in hopes of a de- 
posit He loitered about the place 
till near ten. to no purpose; and 
then came away; my mother hav- 
ing ffiven him a letter to caiTy to 
filr. lluntls, which he was to de- 
liver before three, when only, in 
the day-time, that gentleman is at 
home ; and to bring her back an 



I they are:, and yetloften, Btx>M|^ 
I to rave 4doud (though by tSyaeii) 
at the devilish people you hate to 
dealwitb« 

How my heart rises at theift.lill! 
How poorly did they design to 
trick yon into an entotcragement 
of Solmes, from the extorted in- 
terview I; — I am Very, very angry 
at your aunt H'crvey — to. give up 
her own judgment sa tamely! — 
And, not content to do so, tohd- 
come such i|n actiife instrument in 
their hands I — But it is so like the 
world! — So like my mother too! 

— Next to her own child, there is 
not any body living she 'values bo 
much as she does you: — yet it is 

— Why should we embroil our- 
selves,- Nancy,, witii the affairs of 
other people? 

0(her people I — How I hate the 
poor words, where friendship is 
concerned, and where die protec- 
tion to be given may be of so mudi 



answer to it \,Mr. Hunt's house, consequence to a friend , and of 00 



Tou know, lies wide from Harlowe 
Place. Kobin but just saved his 
time: and returned not till it was 
too late to send him again. 1 could 
only direct him to set out before 
day this morning'; and if he got 
anv letter, to ride as for his life to 
bring it to me. 

I lay by myself: a most uneasy 
night I had through impatience; 
and being discomposed with it, 
. lay longer than usual. Just as 1 
was risen, in came Kitty from 
Robin with your three letters. 1 
was not a* quarter dressed; and 
only slipt on mv morning fown; 
proceeding no further till I had 
rftad thein all through, long as 



little detriment to one's self? 

I am delighted with ^our spirit, 
however, f expected it not from 
vou. Nor did they, I am sure. 
Nor would you, perhaps ) have 
exerted it, if Lovelace's intel- 
ligence of Solmes's nursery offices 
had not set you up. I wonder not 
that the wretch b said to love yon 
:tbe better for it. What an honour 
would it be to him to have such a 
wife? And he can be even with 
yon when you are so. He must 
mdeed be a savage, as you.say. — 
Yet he is less to uame for his per* 
severance than those of your own 
family whom most you reverence 
forth^* . 

24 » 
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It f> v^i u I bare often Hud, 
that IhttTenotnicfc prOToeatioiu 
and triali; I ibonld perhapi long 

X have taken ^ooreoiuuiDollj^' 
ee — yet dare I not to touch 
that kef. 1 shall always lore the 
good giri for her teadenew to 
yon. 

I know not what to say to Iiove- 
Isee; nor what to think of hii pro- 
loUei , not of hii propoeala to yoo, ' 
*TU certain that ^on are hiehly 
Mteemed by all hi* family, f he. 
Iidiei are peraons of nnblemishod 
hononr. My Lord M. is alio ,~ 
men and peers gol a roan of 
bonoor. I conld tell what tt 
viM any other persou in the world 
to do but you. So much expected 
fcomyon: — Such a shining light I 
— Your quitting; your father's 
home, ana throwing yourself into 



f 



thought to "have engagod yi 
wannest esteem ; — methiakB 1 1 
rather for advising that you should 
get privately to London : and not 
toletfiitherhim, or any body el r" 
hntme, know whereyou are, ti 
yonr cousin Morden comee. 

As to going to yoQT uncle's, that 
you must not do, if yon can help 
it Nor mast yon have Solmes, 
that's certain: not only because 
of his unworthinoss in every r<9- 
tpv' ' ' ' ■■aase of the aversion 
leiily avowed 
bodyknowsand 
(io of yonr ap- ' 
ther. For yonr 
ereAi*«,uweU 



r 



If yon think of going to Lond<H){ 
let me know ; and I hope yon will 
have time to allow me a farther 
concert as to the manner of yonr 
getting away, and thither, and 
iiow to procure propn lodgings 

"To obtain this Am, jva imut 
palliate a little, and come into 
EOmcseemingcompromise, if yon 
cannot do otherwise. Driven aa 
^ou are driven, it will be strange 
ifyouarenot obliged to part with 
a few of your admirable pnno- 

You will observe, Arom what I 
have writlea , that 1 have not ane- 
ceeded with my mother. 



itroDg debates upon it. But, be- 
ides the narrow argument of ent- 
rnilmg oumelvea lOiVA niher ptopl^t 
affairs, as above mentioned, she 
will have it, that it is your duty t< 



imply. She says, she was alwaas 
ipiuion that danghters ahould 
ificitly submit to the will of 



of 01 



their parents in the great article 
of marriage; and that she govern- 
ed herself accordingly in mariy- 
ing my father, who at first was 
more tiie choice of her parents 
than her own. 

This is what she argues in be- 
half of herfavouriteBickmau, as 
well as for SolmCs in yonr case. 

I mnst not doubt but my mother 
always governed herself by this 
1e — becama she sayt she 
have likawiae another 
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reason to belieye it; which you allowhertobe-yonrcompaiiioiiiiit 

shall bare, though it may not be- affliction^ 

come, me to giye it — that thcgr did I will engage, my deae, we.shall 
not live so very happily together not be in town together .ond 
as one would hope people might month, before we surmount all 
do who. married preferring each difficulties: and this without being 
other at the time to the rest of the beholden to any men-fellows foci 
world. , their protection. ..... 

Somebody shall fare never the I must repeat what I have often 
better for thUdouble-meant policy said , that the authors. of your per^ 
of my mother, I do assure you. secutions . would not have, pre^- 
Such retrospection in her argu-!8tt««d to set on foot their selfish 
ments to him , and to his address, Bchemes against you, had they not 
it is but fit that he should suffer for depended upon the genUeness of 
my mortificationin failing to carry your spirit: though now, havmsr 

a point upon which I had set my! gone »<> w# and haiang engaged 
whole heart. lold AUTHORiTTin it [chide me if tou 

Think, my dear, if m ai^ wajr I; S^e*" **"""*** '^^ '»* 



can serve you. If you allow of it, 
I jprotest I will go off privately 



When they find you out of their 
reach y and know that. I am with 



with you , and we will live and die i * v!;, Ir J!^»ii ™ u^-^^.t»if^«Ti «« 
^K^hin\^^^^ theyilpuUm 

upon my hin^ and command me. , j think, however, that you should 

A httle interruption. — What, have written toyour cousin Morden 
18 breakfast to the subject I am ^ the moment they had begun to 
upon? - . ^ ^ I treat you disgracefiilly. 

I I shall be impatient to hear whe* 

London, I am told, is the best ! ther they will attempt tocany you 
hiding-place in the world. . I have ' to your uncle's. I remember .that 
written nothing but what 1 will' Lord M.*s dismissed bailiff, rch 
stand te at the wprd of couimand J ported of Lovelace, that he.hfta 
Women love to engage in knieht- j six or sevea companions as bad M 
errantry. now and then, as well as himself ^ and that the countnr wa9 
to encourage it iu. the men. But 'always glad when they leftlt*.'^ 
in your case , what I nropose will , He actually kasj s»l hear« suoh a 
not seem to have any thing of that : knot of them about him now. And, 
nature in it. It will enable me to depend nppn it, he will not (suffer 

Serform what is po more thau a] them quietly tocany you to your 
uty in serving and comforting a;uncle*s: and whose must you be^: 
dear and worthy friend, whojif he succeeds in taking yqufrpra^' 
labours under undesiBrved oppre»-; them? 
don: and. you irill ennoble^ as I I tremble ^r you, but upor 
may say, your AnnaHowe, if you ' • voi. i. p. u. 
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powmg what may be the conse- 
quence of a conflict upon this oc- 
canon. Lovelace owes some of 
them yengeance. This gives me' 
a doable concern, that my mother 
shonld refuse her copsc^t to the 
porotection I hi^d set my heart upon 
procuring for yon. 

My mother will not breakfast 
without me. A quarrel has its 
oonyenienoies sometimes. Yet too 
much love. I think, is ^ bad as too 

little. 

« « « ,. 

We have just now had another 
pnlL Upon my word, she is ex- 
cessively — what shall I say? — 
Wifersuadeable — I must let her off 
with that soft word. 

Who was the old Greek that 
. said, he governed Athens; his wife, 
him; and his «on, her? 

It was not my mother*s fault [I 
am writing tb yoU, you know] that 
she did not govern my father. But 
I am but a daughter! — Yet I 
thought I; was not quite so power- 
less when I was set upon carrying 
a point as I find myseu to be. 

Adieu, my dear! — Happier 
times must come — and that 
quickly too. — The strings cannot 
long continue thus overstrained. 
Thejr must break or be relaxed. 
In either way, the certainty must 
bejbreferable to the suspense. 

One word more! 

I think in my conscience you 
must, take one of tiiese two alter- 
natives; either to consent to let 
us &^ toLcmdon together privately 
case, I will procure '« 
1 meet you at your' ap- 
the stile to idiich 



Lovelace proposes to bring his 
uncle*s chariot) , or to put yoorself 
into the protection of Lord M. and 
the ladies of his family. 

You have another, indeed: and 
that is, if you are absolutely re- 
solved against Solmes, to meet and 
marry Lovelace directly. 

Whichsoever of these you make 
choice of y you will have this plea, 
both to yourself and to the world, 
that you are concluded by the 
same uniform principle that has 
gjovemed your whole conduct ever 
since the contention betweenLiove- 
lace and your brother has been on 
foot : that is to say, that you have 
chqs^ a lesser evil in hope to pre- 
vent a greater. 

Adieu! and Heaven direct for 
the best my beloved creature, 
prays 

Her 

Ahna Howe. 

LETTER LXXXI. 

' 1 

Mist CUri«8ft Harlowe to Miaa Howe. 

ThOraday, April e. ^ 

i THANK you , my dearest friend 
for the pains you have taken in 
accounting so affectionately for 
my papers not being taken^away 
yesteraay; and for the kind pro- 
tection ^ou would have procured 
for me, if you could. 

This kmd protection was what 
I wished for: but my wishes, raised 
at first by your love, were rather 
governed by my despair of other 
refuge fhaviDg before cast about, 
and not being able to detertnine, 
what I ought to do, and what I 
dozi/d do, in a situation so un- 
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happy] than by a reasonable hope : 
for why indeed should any body 
embroil themselves for others, 
when they can avoid it? 

Ail my consolation is, as I have 
frequently said, that I have not, 
by my own inadvertence or folly, 
brought myself into this sad situa- 
tion. If I had J "I should not have 
dared to look up to any body with 
the expectation of protecticm or 
assistance , nor to you for excuse 
of the trouble I give yoU. But 
nevertheless we should not be 
angry at a person's not doiiig that 
for ourselves, or for our friend, 
which she thinks she ou^ht not to 
do; and which she has it in her 
option either to do ^ or to let it 
alone. Much fess have ^ou a right 
to be displeased with so prudent a 
mother for not engaging herself 
so warmly in my favour as you 
wished she would. If my own aunt 
can ^ve me. up, and that against 
her judgment, as I may presume 
to say; and if my father and 
mother, and uncles^ who once 
loved me so well, can join so 
strenuously against me; can /ex- 
pect, or ought you, the protection 
of your mother. In opposition, to 
tbem? 

Indeed, my dear love, [permit 
me to ite'^vtfry serious] I am afraid 
I am singled out (either for my 
own faulto, or for the faults of my 
family, or perhaps for the faults 
of both) to be a venr unhappy 
creature ! — sidnally unhappy ! For 
see you not how irresistibly the 
waves of affliction come tumbling 
down upon nie^ 
We nave been till irithia these 



few weeks, every one of us, too 
happy. No crosses, no vexataonff, 
but what we gave ourselves frdm 
the pamperedness, ais I may call it, 
of our own wills^ Surrounded by 
our heaps and stores, hoarded up; ' 
as fast as acquired , we have 
seemed to think ourselves out of 
the reach of the bolts of adverse 
fate. I was the pride of all my 
friends, proud myself of their -pride^ 
and glorying in ihystandiniQ^s|Who 
knows what the Justice of Heaven 
may inflict, in order to convince us 
that we are not out of the reach of 
misfortune; and to reduce us to a 
better reliance than what we have 
hitherto presumptuously made? ' 
I should have been very little 
the better for the ctmversatidn" 
msiia which the good Dr. Lewen 
used to honour me with, and for 
the principles wrought (as 1 may^ 
say) into my earliest mind by my 
pious Mrs. Norton, founded on her^ 
reverend father's experience, as 
well as on her own, if t could not 
thus retrospect and argue, in such 
a strange situation as we are In. 
Strange I may Well call it;, for 
don*t you see, my dear, thai we 
seem all to be impelled^ as it were^ 
by a perverse fate, which noujB'of 
us are able to resist? — And yet 
air arising (with a strong appear- 
ance of self- punishment) from 
ourselves? Do not my parents see 
the hopeful childrien , nom whom 
they expected a perpetuity of 
worldly happiness to their branch- 
ing family, now grown up to 
answer the till now distant hop ^ 
setting their angry faces agal 
each other, pulling up by 
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lOotB, as I maj mj, that hope 
which was ready to be carried into 
a DTobable certainty? 

Your partial l<ive will be ready 
to acquit me of capital and mien' 
iional fanlts: — bnt oh, my dear! 
my cidamities have bnmbled me 
enongh to makemetammyffandy 
eye inward; to make me lo^ into 
myself. — And what liave I dis- 
eoTcred there? — Why, my dear 
fidend, more #ecre( pride andranity 
thanlconld have thonght had lain 
in my nnexamined heart. 

If / am to be singled ont to be 
the purUsher of myself and family, 
who so lately was the pride of it, 
pray for me, mv dear, that I may 
not be left wholly to myself; and 
that I may be enabled to support 
my character, so as to be Justly ac- 
goitted of wilful and premeditated 
faults. The will of Proyidence be 
resigned to in the rest: as thai 
lea&2 let me patiently and un- 
repinmgly follow 1 — X shall not 
live always! — May but my clofing 
scene be nappy! 

But I will not oi>pres8 you, my 
dearest friend, with further re- 
flections of this sort I will take 
them all into myself. Surely 1 
have a mind that has room for 
them. My afflictions are too sharp 
to last lon^ The crisis is at hand. 
Happier times you bid me hope 

for. ItctV/bope. j 

♦ ♦ # [ 



public, orlok>okiip. And aUby 
the instigation of a selfish brother 
and envious sister. — 
But let me stop: let me reflect! 

— Are not these snggestioxis tiie 
suggestions of the secret pride I 
have been eensuring? Then a2- 
ready so impatient! JBut this mo- 
ment so resigned, so much better 
disposed for leflectioB! Tet 'tis 
hard, *tis very hard, to sub«ine an 
embittered spirit ! — in the instant 
of its trial too! — my eniel 
brother ! — ^ Bnt now it rises a^^ain. 

— I will lay down a pen I am so 
little able to govern. — And I will 
try to subdue an impatience, which 
(if my afflictions are sent me for 
corrective ends^ may otherwise 
lead me into still more punishable 

errors.—" 

« # « 

I will return, to a subject which 
I cannot fly from for ten minntes 
together— called upon especially 
as 1 am, by your three altematiyea 
stated in the conclusion of your 
last 

As to the first; to wit, your ad- 
vice for me, to escape to. London — 
let me tell you, that the other hint 
or proposiu which. accompanies it 
perfectly frightens me — surely, 
my dear Thappy as you apre, and 
indulgently treated as your mother 
treats you) you cannot mean what 
pou propose ! What a wretch must 
1 be » if, for ons moment oidy, I 
But yet I cannot but be im- 1 could lend an ear to such a pro- 
patient at times, to find myself pbsal aathis! — /, to be the occa* 



thus driven, and my character so 
depreciated and sunk, that were 
alTthe future to be happy, I should 



sion of making such a mother^s 
(perhaps shorteneds life unhappy 
to the last hour or it! — BmooU 



be ashamed to shew my face in you, my deiur etieaAui^! howmnat 
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Btioh an enterprise (the rashness tore — persons entirely attached 
pubUe^ the motives, were they. ez- to himself, and who, as I knowf 
cnsable^ private) debase you! -*-; have been lately instructed by my 
Bat I will not dwell upon the sub- brother? 

ject '-» for your •um. sake I will Your third alternative^ to inteel 
not* and marrn Mr.. Lovelave direcilif; 

Ab to your second alternative, \ a man with whose morak I am^&r. 
to pui mys^f ini9. the protection of\ from, being satisfied — a step thai 
Lotd M. ami of the ladies of that could not l>e taken with the least 



family^ I own to you (as I believe I 
nave owned before), that although 
to do this would be the same thing 
in the eye of the world as putting 
myself into Mr. LovelacQ*s pro- 
tection, yet I think I would ao it 
rather than be Mr. Solmes*8 wife, 
if there were evidently no other 
win^ to avoidbeing so. 

Mr.. Lovelace ) you have seen, 
proposes to contrive a way tp put 
me into possession of m^, own 
house; and he tells me, that he 
will soon filL it with the ladies of 
IdB family, as my visitors ; — upon 
my invitation, however, to them. 
A Yetj inconsiderate proposal I 
think it to be^ and upon which I 
cannot explam m^^self to him. 
What an exertion of independency 
does it chalk out for mel How, 
yrese I to attend to hm (and not to 
the natural consequences to which 
the following of his advice would 
lead me) m^ht I be drawn by 
fferUlewordB mto the perpetration 
of the most violent actsl — For 
how could I gain jpossescdon ^ but 
either by legal litigation, which, 
were I tncUned to have recourse to 
ity (as I never can be^ must take 
up time; or by forcioly turning 
out the persons whom my father 
has placed there) to look after the 
gBtden%thehoiise| andthefonii- 



hot)e of ever obtaining pardon, 
jfrom or reconciliation with anv of 
my friends; and against Which a 
thousand objections rise in my 
mind -^ that is not to be thought of. 
What appears to me upon the 
fullest deliberation the. most eli*. 
gible, if I must be thus driven, is 
the escaping to London.. But I' 
would forfeit all. my hopes of hap* 
pinesB in this life, rather than you 
should go away with me, as vou 
rashly, though with the kindest 
intention, propose. If I could get 
safely thither, and be private, 
methinks I . mieht remain ab- 
solutely independent of Mr. Love* 
lace, and at liberty either to make 
proposals to my friends, or, should 
they renounce me ^ (and I had no 
other or better way) to make terms 
with him; sui>posing my cousin 
Morden, oU his arrival, inexe to 
join with my other relations;. Bnl 
the^ wotild then perhapis induk^ 
me in my. choice of a single li^, 
on giving him up: the renewing* 
to them thi^ offer, when at my own 
liberty, will at least convince thtin 
that I was in earnest when Lmade 
it first: and, ui>on my word, I : 
would stand to it, dear as yoa 
seem to think, when ^yon ate 
disposed to rallpr me, it would 
me, to stand to it. 
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U^ my dear, you can procure at to onr ftunilj, wlio no d<mbt irould 



be the£rst written to, and engaged 
to find me out And shonm mr. 
Lovelace discorer where I was, 
and he and my brother meet, what 
mischiefs might ensue between 
them, whether I wero willing or 
not to retom to Harlowe Place? 

But supposing I could romain 
there concealed, to what might 
not m^ youth, mj sex, and nn- 
acquamtedness with the wa3r8 of 
that great, wicked town, expose 
me I — I should hardly dare to ^ 
to church for fear oi being dis- 
coverod. People would wonder 
how I lived. Who knXms but I 
misht pass for a kept mistress; 
and that , althoagh nobody came 
to me, yet, that every time I went, 
out, it might be iinagincKi to be in 
pursuance of some assiffnation? 

You, my dear, who alone would 
know where to direct to me, would 
be watched in all your steps, and 
in all your messages; and ;pour. 
mother, at present nol} highly 
pleased with our correspondence, 
would then have reason to be 
m4*re displeased; and might not 
differences follow between her 
and you, that would make me 

^ ^ , _ very unhappy wero I to know 

and overtaken in my flight, and | them? Ana this the mere likely, 
so brought back , then would they I as you take it so unacoountably 
think themselves doubly war- (and , give me leave to saj^, so un- 
ranted to compel me to have their generously) into your head, to 
Solmes: and, conseious of an in- revenge yourself upon the in- 
tended fault, jp^haps, I should (nocent Mr. Hickmant) ^r all the 
"be the less able to contend with I displeasure jome mother g^ves 
ihem. lyovL? 

But were I even to get safely to Wero Lovelace to find out my 

I^AniiAn T know uobody there but place of abode , that w6uld be itie 

' ^ those the'tradesmen -saine thing in the^ye'of tlie world. 



yehiele fmr us bothy you can per- 
haps procure one for me singly; 
but can it be done without em- 
broiling yotirMZ/'with^ourmother, 
or her with our family? — Be it 
coach, chariot, chaise, waggon, or 
horse, I matter not, provided you 
appear not to have a hand in my 
withdrawing. Only, in case it be 
one of the two latter, I believe 1 
must desire you to get me an 
ordinary gown and coat, or habit, 
of some servant; having no con- 
cert with any of our own: the 
more ordinary the better. They 
may be thrust into the wooa- 
house: where I can put them on ; 
and tlien slide down n-om the bank 
that separates the wood-yard from 
the green lane. 

But, alas! my dear, this, even 
this alternative, is not without dif- 
ficulties, which to a spirit so little 
enteirprising as mine, seem in a 
manner insuperable. These are 
my reflections upon it. 

I am afraid, m the first place, 
that I shall not have time for 
the requisite preparations for an 
escape. 

Should I be either detected in 
those preparations, or pursued 



CLABISJSA HARLOWB. 



370 



da if I had actually gone off with wee]^, I hoped on; and, after. aD; 



him: forwoald he, do you think, 
be prevailed upon to forbear visit- 
ing me? Ana then his unhappy 
character (a foolish man!) would 
be not credit to any youngcreature 
desirous of concealment. Indeed 
tiie world, let me escape whither 
and to whomsoever I could, would 
conclude kim to be the contriver 
of it. 

These are the difficulties which 
ari^e to me on revolving this 
Scheme ; which,neverthele88,might 
appear surmountable to a more 
diiterprising spirit in my circum- 
gtatices. It you, my dear, think 
them surmountable in any one of 
the cases put [and to be sure I can 
take no course . but what must 
have some difficulty in it] be 
pleased to let me know your free 
and full thoughts upon it. 



I might as~ reasonably fear (as jt 
have heretofore said) that my 
cousin would be brought to side 
against me , as that some of those 
I have named would. 

And then to appeal to tk cousin 
[I must have written with 'foartn^ 
to engage him] against a faOner; 
this was not a desirable thing to 
set about. Then I had not, you 
know, one soul on my side; my 
mother herself agunst me. To bie 
sure my cousin would have sus- 

E ended his jud^ent till he could 
ave arrived. He might not have 
been in haste to come, hoping the 
mali^dy would cure itself: but had 
he written, his letters probably 
would have run in the qualifying 
style; to persuade me to submit, 
or them only to relax. 
Had his letters been more on 



Had you, my dear friend, been my side than on theirs:, they would 



married , then should I have had 
iio>4oubt but that you and Mr. 
Hickman would have afforded an 
asylum to a poor creature more 
than half lost in her own appre- 
hension for want of one kind pro- 
tecting IViend ! 

You say I should have written 
to my cousin Morden the moment 
I was treilted, disgracefully: but 
could J have believed that my 
friends would not have softened 
by degrees when they saw my an- 
tipathy to their Solmes? 

I had thoughts indeed several 
times of writing to my cousin : but 
l^. the time an answer could have 
6b9^e, I imagined all would have 
been over, as if ithad never been: 
80 from day to day, from week to 



not have regarded them : nor per- 
haps MmseTfy had he come aad 
been an advocate for me : for voii 
see how strangely determined they 
are; howthev have over-awed or 

fot in every body; so that no one: 
are open their lips in my behalf. 
And you have neard that my 
brother pushes his measures witli 
the more violence, that all may be 
over with me beiore my cousin's 
expected iarrival. 

But prou tell me, that in order to 
gain time, I must pcUliaie; that I' 
must seem to compromise with my^ 
friends: but how pctiliaief how 
seem to compromise? You would 
not have me endeavour to moke 
them belierethat I will eonscir 
whtAfTn^fet intend to conse? 



S80 



THB: Bonro&r of 



'Toa would not haye me try to with them, unless what he had 
gain time with a view to deceive I from Iter who had none over her^ 

To do evil that good may come of Be\f? And how must this in* 
ii is forbidden: and shall I do solenee of his, aggravated as my 
evil, yet know not whether good brother is .able to aggravate it, 
may come of it or not? exasperate them against me ? 

iS^orbid it. Heaven I that Clarissa The rash man has indeed so tax 
Harlowe snonld have it in her grained his point, as to intimidate 
thongl^t to serve J or even to save them from attempting to carzyme 
hersdf at the expense of her away t but he has pat them npon 
■incerity, and by a 9<ti(f i>d deceit! a surer and a more desperate 

And IS there, after all, no way measure: and this has driven me 



to escape one great evil, J>ut by 
l^innging myself into another? 
What an ill-fated creature am 1 ! 
•>— Pray for me, my dearest friend ! 
— My mind is at present so much 
disturbed, that I can hardly pray 
for myself. 

• . \. ■ 

LBTTES LXXXn. 
Htii CUrisM Harlowe to llltri Howe. 

Thartday night. 

Thb alarming hurry I mentioned 
under my date of last night, and 
Betty's sausy dark hints, come out 
to be owing to what I guessed they 
were; that is to say, to the private 
intimation Mr. Lovelace contrived 
our family should have of bis in- 
solent resolution [insolent I must 
call it] to. prevent my being carried 
to my uncle's. 

I saw at the time that it was as 
wrong with respect to answering, 
his own view as it was insolent: for 
could he thinktas Better (I suppose 
from her betters) iust^ observed, 
that parents would be msulted out 
of their rie^fat to dispose of their 
own child by a violent man whom 
^\ and who could have no 



also into one as desp^ate; the 
consequence of which, althou^ 
he could not foresee it*, may per- 
bans too well answer his great 
ena, little as he deserves to nave 
it answered. 

In short , I have done , as far as 
I know« the most rash thing that 
ever I did in my life. 
. But let me give you the motive, 
and then the action will follow of 
course. 

About six o'clock this evening, 
my aunt (who stays here all night; 
on my. account, no doubt) icam^ 
up, and tapped at mv door, for 
I was writing; aud nad locked 
myself in. I opened it; and she 
entering, thus delivered herself : 

I come once more to visit you, 
my dear; but sorel;^ .against my 
w^l, because it is to impart to you 
matters of the utmost concern to 
you and to the whole family* . 

What, madam, is now to be 
done with me? said I, wholly at- 
tentive. 



* She wai lAifttekea In this. Mr.tioinK 
ace did foresee thiB' conseqnenoe. All 
hla contrlvaaces led to it, and the whole 
family, as he boasts, mknoilrli to thbm- 
j* < ^« ^ ^ ^^ selyes,wer6 but so many ptippett danced 
to dispute tiiat li§^t by Us wires. See Vol. I. p. Sie. 
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YoQ will not be hurried away to thither himself with my mother; 
ydor imcle*iB, (child; let that com- and that (for it was to no purpose 
fort you. — : They sefe ^our aVer- \ to conceal a resolution so soon to 
sion to go. ->- I ou will not be be put in execution) I must not 
obliKed to go to your uncle An- dispute it any longer-^ on Wed* 
tony^s. nesday I must give my hand •<— as 

How you revive me, madam !j they would have me. 
This is« cordial to my heart! | She proceeded; that orders 

I little thought, my dear, what were already given for a licence: 
was to follow thb supposed con- that the ceremony was to bepcj^ 
descension. formed in mv own chamber^ m 

And then I ran over with bless- presence of all my friends, except 
ings for this good news (and she! of my father and mother, who 
I>^itted me^ so to do^ by her would not return, i^orseeme, tiU 
silence); Congratulating myself, 'all was over, and till thcf had a 
that I thought my father could not ' good account of my behaviour, 
resolve to carry things to the last The very intelligence, my dear! 
extremity. — . the very intelligence this which 

Hold, niece, said she, at last — Lovelace ^ave me ! 



you must not give yourself too j I was still dumb ^ only sighing 
much joy upon the occasion nei- '• as if my heart would break, 
ther;— Do(i't be surprised ,my dear. I She went on , comforting me as 

— Why look ^ou upon me, child, ! she thought. '^ She laid before 
with so affecting an eamestQe6sV|me the merit of obedience: and 

— Bu tyou must be Mrs. Solmes told me, that if it were my desire 
for all that. I that my Nprton should be present 

I was dumb. j at the ceremony, it would oe corn- 

She then told me, that they had plied with: that the pleasure I 
had undoubted information, that should receive from reconciliujg 
a certain desperate ruffian (I must all my friends to me, and in their 
exciise her that word, she said) conffratulatlons upon it, must 
had prepared armed 'men to way- needs overbalance with such a 
lay my brother fand uncles , ai^d one as me the difference of per- 
seize me,' and carry me |off — sons, however preferable I might 
surely, she saidj, I was not con- think the one man to the other: 
senting to a violence that mi^ht that love was a fleeting thing, 
be followed by murder on one JBide little better than a name, where 
or the other; perhaps on both. morality and virtue did hot dis- 
Twas still silent. tin^uish the object of it: that a 

That therefore my father (sUH choice made by its dictates was 
more exasperated thanbefore>had seldom happy; at least not durai/y 
changed nis resolution as to my so : nor was itt to be wondered at, 
gom^ to my uncle's; and waff de- when it naturally exalted the -^^ 
tenmned ttOJCtl^BeBcUty to set out jeet Above its meritsi and r 
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the lover blind to fiftolU that were. will, bat one who had offored to 
¥i«ble to every bod^ else : so that ! make the sacrifices I have offered 



when a nearer intimacy stnpt it 
of its imaginarjr perfections , it 
left frequently both parties sur- 
prised that they could besogrossly 
cheated; and that then the indif- 
fsrence became stronger than the 
love ever was. That a woman 
l^ve a man great advantages, and 
mspired him with great vanity, 
when she avowed her love for him, 
and preference of him: and was 
generally requited with insolence 
and contempt: whereas the con- 
fessedly obhfi;ed man, it was pro- 
bable , wonla be all reverence and 
gratitude** — and I cannot tell 
what. 

" You, my dear,"8aid she, " be- 
lieve yon shall be unhappy if you 
have Mr. Solmes: your parents 
think the contrary; and |;oatyou 
will be undoubtedly so were you 
to have Mr. Lovelace . whose mo- 
rals are unquestionablv bad : sup- 
Eose it were your sad lot to be uur 
appy with either, let me beseech 
you to consider, what great con- 
solation you will have on one 
hand, if you pursue ^our parentis 
advice, that you did so; what! 



totnake, ought to have had their 
due wei^t. But although it wu 
easy to answer some of them in 
my own particular case; yet har- 
in|[ over and over, to my mother, 
fre/otie my confinement, and to my 
brother and sister, and even to 
my aunt Hervey, since^ said what 
I must now have repeated, I was 
so much mortified and afflicted at 
the cruel tidings she brought me, 
that however attentive 1 was to 
what she said, I had neither power 
nor will to answer one word; and, 
had she not stopped of herself, 
she might have gone on an hour 
longer without interruption from 
me. 

Observing this, and that I only 
sat weeping, my handkerchief 
covering my taoe, and my bosom 
heaving ready to burst; What! 
no answer, my dear? — Why bo 
much nlent grief? You know / al- 
ways loved you. You know that 
J have no interest in the affair. 
You would not pennit Mr. Solmes 
to acquaint you with some things 
which would have set your heart 
against Mr. Lovelace. Shall I tell 



mortification on the other, that,; you some of the matters charged 
by following your own ,^ you have against him ? — Shaji I, my dear? 



nobody to blame but yourself.'* 

This, you rememlier^ my dear, 
was an argument enforced, upon 
me by Mrs. Norton. 



Still I answered only oy my 
tears and sighs. 

Well^ child, you shall be told 
these thmgs afterwards, wh^ yoa 



These , and other observations < will be in a better state of mind to 

which she made, were worthy of hear them; and then you will re- 

my aunt Hervey*s good sense and ioice in the escape you will have 

. ezperioice', and, applied to al-.had. It will be some excuse, then, 

' most any . young. . creature who : for you to plead lor yoia:h|jiiri- 

itoffii in '''^'^'^sitioiLto to parent*sJour.to Mr. Solmea^, ' 



^ 
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not have believed lir. L<kyelace 
had been so very vile a man. 

My heart flattered with im- 
patience and -anger at bein^ so 
plainly talked to as the wife ot this 
man; but vet I then chose to be 
silent If I had spoken y it would 
have been with vehemence. 

Strange, my dear, such silence ! 

— Your concern is infinitely more 
on this side the day than it will be 
on the other. But let me ask you, 
.and do not foe displeased, will you 
choose to see what generous sti- 
pulations for you there are in the 
settlements? — You have know- 
ledge beyond your years — give 
the writmgs a perusal: do, my 
dear: the^ are engrossed, and 
ready for sigidng, and have been 
for some time. — Excuse. me, my 
love — I mean not todisoisder you : 

— your &ther would oblige me to 
.bring them up, and to leave them 

with you. He commands you to 
read them. But to read them, 
niece -* since they are enerossed, 
and were before you made them 
absolutely hopeless. 
i And tlven, to my great tenor, 
out -she drew some parchments 
froita her handkerchief, which she 
had kept (unobserved by me) 
iinder her apron; and, rising, put 
them in the opposite window.. 
'Had shj^j produced a ser^nt, I 
could not have been more frighted. 
Ghl.my dearest aunt, turning 
away my face r<'^4 holding out 
my hands: hide from my cnres 
those horrid parchments I — Let 
me conjure you to tell me — by 
aU the tenderness of near relation 



bv your love^f or me • say , aie tiiey 
absolutely resolvea, tiiat come 
what will, Imustbethatijran's? 

My dear, you must have] Mr. 
Solmes: indeed yon must 

Indeed I never will! This, as I 
have said over and over, is not 
originally my father's will. -r- In- 
deed I never will -^ and thatis all 
I will say! 

It is your father's will notOj re- 

Klied my aunt; and., considering 
ow all the family is threatened 
by Mr. Lovelace, and the resolu- 
tion he has. certainly taken,, to 
force you out of their hands, I 
cannot but say th^ are in* the 
right not to be^bullied out of their 
child: 

Wiell , madam , then nothing re- 
mains for me to say. I am made 
desperate. I care not what- be- 
comes of me. 

Your piety and your prudence, 
my dear, and Mr. Lovelace's im- 
inoral character, together with 
hit: darine insults and threaten- 
ings, which ought to incense youBa 
much as any body^ are every one's 
dependence. We are sure the time 
will come, when you'll think very 
differently of the steps your 
friends take to disappoint a man 
who has made himself so justly 
obnoxious to them all. 

She withdrew; leaving ine full 
of grief and indignation : -^ and as. 
much out of humour, with Mr. 
Lovelace as with any body; who 
by hU conoeited contrivances has 
made thio^sworse for me than be- 
fore ; depriving me of the hopes I 
had of saining time to r 
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Atlanta to gflt to town; Bnd 
Icsnng me no othw choice, in 
■11 mppairmnec, thmn eithof to 
ttiow aijttil npoo hi* famitj', or 
to benwdo miaenUe for ererwith 
Mr. aobmea. Bnt I wu atiU re- 
■otrAdtoCToidboththeieevili, if 



I wtmded B«tt7 in the fint 
place (trboiD ntj aunt leat ap, not 
dunking it proper, as Bettj' told 
me. tb& I ahould be \eh by tay- 
•elt, «nd who. I found, knew 
ttieiT deaign*} whether it wete not 
probable tbnt they would forbear, 
at 1117 eame»t eotrea^ , to pnab 
matter* to tiie threatened extre- 

Bnt ahe confirmed all m^ annt 



a now, and for 
ever. 

Bfae ran on abont equipage* 
benoken; talked of m;f brotho's 
and aister'i exultationB that sow 
Uie whole fandhf would soon be 
reconciled to each other: of the 
eerranta' jo; upon it: of the ex- 
pected licence: of a rieit to be 
paid me by Br. Lewen, or another 
clergyman, whom they named not 
ta her; which wot to crown the 
work: and of other preparations, 
•0 partJcnlar, as made me dread 
that they deiigned to. larpriiB me 
into a atill nearer day than next 
WeJiiusduj'. 

tbinga made me eicei- 
aay. 1 knew not what 
(fK>n. 
tie, whathaveltodo, 



once into tte protection of L*^ 
Betty Lawienee? — But then, u 
reaentoient of hie/!MContriTanee«, 
which liad ao abominably dlacon- 
eertedme, I aoon reaolved totha 



hour'a eonveraation with my annt. 

I aent Betty to her with my re- 
qnett. 

She came, 

I pat it to her, in the moat 
eamert manner, to tell me, 
whether I might not obtain the 
favour of a fortnight'a reapito? 

' She aaenred me it wonid not be 
granted. 

Would ft week? Sniely a week 

She beliered a week might, if I 
woold promise two thing*: the 
firat, upon my hoooni, not to write 
a line out of the house in that 
week; for it waa atill soapected, 
ahe said, that i found mean* to 
write to lopiebodv. And, aeeondly, 
to marry Mr. Solmea at the expi- 
ration ofil 

Impoeaiblel Impoaaiblel I aaid 



witbpaaaion — what I might not J 
' liged with one week, with- 
>(£ a horrid condition aa the 
laat? 

She (would go down, ahe aaid, 
that she might not aeem of her 
own head to put upon me what I - 
thought a hardahip bo great. 

She went down, and came ixp 
again. 

Oidlwant, waa the annrer, to 
give the vilest of men an op- 
portonity to put his murderooa 
aohemea into execution ? — It waa 
tima fte them to put an and to my 
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obinacy (tbey were tired out|ril take care of my mother, said 



with me) and to his hopes at once. 
And an end should bespat on 
Tuesday, or Wednesday next at 
farthest: unless I would giye my 
honour to comply with the condi- 
tion upon which my aunt had been 
BO good as to allow me a longer 
time* 

I even stamped with impatience! 
— I eaUed upon her to witness 
that I was guiltless of the conse* 
quenee of this compulsion; this 
oarbarmts compulsion 1 called it: 
let that consequence be what it 
would. 

M^ aunt child me in a higher 
strain than ever she did before. 

While I, in a half phrensy, 
insisted upon seeing my father: 
such usage, I«Bid, set me above 
fear. I- would rejoice to owe my 
death to him, as 1 did my life. 

I did go down half way of the 
stairs, resolred to throw myself 
at his feet wherever he was. — My 
aunt was frighted : she owned that 
she feared for my head. — Indeed 
I was in a perfect phrensy for a 
few minutes — but heanng my 
brother's voice, as tsdking to 
somebody in my sister's apart- 
ment just by, I stopt; and heard 
the barbarous desi^er say, speak- 
ing to my sister, This works charm- 
ingly, my dear Arabella. 

It does ! it does ! said she, in an 
ezulthig accent. 

Let us keep it up, said my 
brother. -^ The villain is caught 
in his own trap! — Now must she 
be what we would have her be. |l^ 

Do you keep my father to it; 

Claritia. U . _. 



Bella. 

Never fear! said he. •— And a 
laugh of congratulation to each 
other, and derision of me (as I 
made it out) quite tamed my 
frantic humour mto a vindictive 
one. 

My aunt just then coming down 
to me, ana taking my hand, led 
me up; and tried to soothe me. 

My raving was tamed into sul- . 
lenness. 

^ She preached patience andobe> 
dience to me. 

I was silent 

At last she desired me to assure 
her that I would o£Eer no violence 
to .myself. 

God , I said , had given me more 
grace , I hoped , than to permit me 
to be guilty of so horrida rashness. 
I was his creature, and not my 
own. 

She then took leave of me, and 
I insisted upon her taking down 
with her the odious parchments. 

Seeing me in so ill a humour, 
and very earnest that she should 
take them with her, she took 
them; but said, that my fatiber 
should not know that she did : and 
hoped I would better consider of 
the matter, and be calmer next 
time they were offered to my 
pemsal. 

I revolved after she was gone all 
that m brother and sister had 
said. I dwelt upon their triumph- 
ings over me, and found rise in 
my mind a rancour that was new 
to me, and which I could not witb^ 
stand. — And putting every thir 
together, dreading the near df> 
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what'emldXiO^.— Am I in vij reaohttion which I had not come 
nmiaatTCtufMe for what I ih4 to, althongh W drixen, bat with 
do? — If Isbsll be coDdemDed by the ntraoat Telnetance and eon- 
the world who know not my prtvcern: Md which wonld throw, 
roeationi. niaj 1 b« acanitted bj'inch aalurnponmTrepntatioii.ii) 
yoa? — Vnol, I ant nnfiappj in- the eye of the world, a* porbapa 
deedl — Forthialdid. ,1 ahonld nerer bo able to wipe 

Hating abaken off the imper- off." 
tinentBettj, IwTotetoHr. Lore-i This wiu the purport of what I 
lace, to let aim know, "that all wrote; and down into the garden 
that waa tbteatcned at nj uncle 1 slid with it in the dark , which at 
Antonv'a waa inteiided to bo ex e- another time I abould not have 
CDtodW«. That I hadcome toa had4hecoar^etodo: anddcpo- 
retolntion to throw myaelf upon aited'it, and eune np again on- 
the protection of either nf hit lao known t«'tny body. 
a»nif, who wonld afford it me — in Vj min'd K> dreadfully miagave 
abort, that by endeavouring to me when I returned, that to dirert 
obtainleaveonMonday to dinein in tome meaaure my increaabg 
the try auaimer-honae , 1 would , if uneaaineaa I bad recourse to my 
poaaible. meet him without the private pen, and dn fi yery abort 
gardenaoor, attwo, three, four time ran thig length^., 
or fire o'clock on Mondaj after- 1 And now, that I am come to 
noon, atl ahonld be able. That this part, my nncaay reflectioiu 
In the meantime he ihoutd ac- begin again to pour in u{ioh,DitL 
qnaiatme,tiihelher I might hope for Yet what cani do?~I bd^sl 
either i: f Ihoiie ladiei' prolecliun: and ahatl take it back again the fiht 
if I might, I abaolutely inaiated tbing I do in the morning — yet 
that Jie ihnuld leaue me with either, what can I do? 
and gn I" Londanhinmelfor remain' And who kuowa but they may 
of Lord M.'s: nor offer to viiit mt have a still earlier day in their 
till /ion-«iaFM^«{rA»frin(Air)^ciiu/d:iDteDtiDD,than that which will too 
he done ailh my frieiuin in an ornic- aoon come? 

ahle aay; and that I could not cA-, I hope to depoait this early in 

lain pmaension of my men e'tal , the morning for ^ou, as I ahaU 

and leave to live upon it: and par- return from reaammg my lettw, if 

tieulaxly, that he rhoiM not hint I do reaume it aa my mwordiui 

marrioj^e Id me till I e-imented to mindbidama. 

Wr km upon that tuhjecl. ~ I' Althoiieh it is now (near two 

''dded, that if he could prevail o'clock, I have a good aund to 

in one of the Hisa Montagnei alide down onoe more, in order to 

-ju'iiT Tiie ui'iA her company an take back my letter. Oar door* 

riio'', it would make me are alwaya locked and barred up 

ndaiitly more easy in the at eleven; but the aeata of tha 

ighta of canying into effeot.t leswr ball windowa b^g aloiMt 
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even with the ground without, and 
the abutters not difficult 'to open, 
I could easily get out. 



' it , I will psut 'An end to this letter. 
Adieu, my dearflbt friend^ adi^iir 



Yet why should I be thus un- 
easy, since, should the letter go, 1 
can but hear what Mr. Lovelace 
says to it? His aunts live at too 
great a distance for him to have 
an immediate answer from them ; 
so I can scrti^le going to them till 
I have invitation. I can ihsistupon 
one of his cousins meeting me, as 

I have hinted, and accompany int; > ..^ tij v .1 1 

me in the chariot; and he may n()t J°'g*>*V ^ had unliappily overslept 
be able to obtain that favour from "lyself : so all I durst venture upon 



MUl (Hariaaa Huf(rw« to MIbu Howo. 



Friday mornUitf^^t oVlook (April 7). 

Mt aunt Hervey , who is a very 
early riser, was walking in the 
garden (Betty attending her, ais I 
saw from my window this morn- 
ing) when I arose; for after such 

train of faticnie and restless 



cither of them. Twenty things 
may happen to afford me a sus- 

Sension at least: why should I 
e so very uneasy ? — When like- 
wise I can take back my letter 
early, before it is probable he will 
have the thought of finding it 
there. Yet he owns he spends 
three parts of his days , and has 
done tor this fortnight past, in 
loitering about, sometimes in one 
disguise, sometimes in another, 



wtis , to step down to my poultry- 
yard and deposit mine of yester- 
day and last night And I am just 
come up: for she is still in the 
garden. This prevents me from 
going to resume my letter as I 
Lnink still to do; and hope it will 
not be too late. 

-I said I had unhappily overslept 
myself: I went to bed at about 
half an hour after two. I told the 
Uiirters 'till five: after which I 
ropt asleep , ana awaked not till 



a 



besides the attendance given by aropi asieep, anaawaKeanotmi 
his trusty servant, wheb he himself P^^^ »»*^ *"^ *'*®"J? P®** ^^^Jf 

is not in loaiung, as he calls it. F®"* * 9^^^ * . "^^^^^ '^^ ™*^? 
• ^ - , ,. .Isuch an impression upon me, that 

But, these strange forebodmgs I 'slightly as I think of dreams, I 
.-.Yet lean, if you advise, cause cannot help taking this oppor- 
tunity to rcUte it to you. 

^^Aiethought my brother, my 
uncle Antony, and Mr. Soimes, 



the chariot he shall bring with 
him to carry me directly for town, 
whither in my London scheme , if 



you were to approve it, 1 had pro- 1 had formed a plot to destroy Mr. 

posed to go: and this will save Lovelace; who discovering it, and 

believing I had a hand in it, turned 
all his raere airainst me. Itboasht 



you' the trouble of procuring for 
me a vehicle; as well as prevent 
any suspicion from your mother 
of your contributing to my escape. 

But, solicitous for jrour advice 
and approbation too, if I can have *a church-yard ; and ther 

26« 



rage against me. I thought 
he made them all fly to foreign 
parts upon it; and afterwards 
seizing upon me, carried m« ''*♦'* 
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wHlnfmding all my pnj^n mad 
tMBS, and nrotesUtioiis of iniia- 
eeoce. ttaboed me to the hesit, 
md tDeo tumbled me into* deep 
mre ready dog, among two or 
Biree hair dissolred 



tfaiDwing ia the dirt and earth 
upon me with his hands, and 
trampling it down with his feet" 

I awoke inaeold iweat, frem- 
blingy and in agonies ; and still the 
fir^ptfnl images raised bj it re- 
mam npon m J memory. 

Bnt why should I, who have 
such real erils to contend with, 
regard tfiMi<7mary ones? This, no 
doubt, was owing to mj disturbed 
imagination; huddling together 
wilcflj ail the frightlulideas which 
my aunt's communications and 
discourse, my letter to Mr. Love- 
lace, my own uneasiness upon it, 
and the apprehensions of the 
dreaded Wednesday, furnished 
me with. 

Eight o*eloek. 

Tub man, my dear, as got the 
letter! — What a strange dili- 
gence 1 I wish he mean me well, 
that he takes so much pains! — 
Yet, to be ingenuous, I must own, 
that I should be displeased if he 
took less— I wish, however, he 
had been an hundred miles off! — 
What an advantage have I given 
him over me! 

Now the letter is out of my 
power,! have more uneasiness and 
regret than I had before. For, till 
now, I had a doubt whether it 
should or should not go : and now 
X think it ought not to have gone. 
And yet is there any other way 



than to da as I hanre dene, if I 
would avoid Sohnes? Bat what a 
pddy cteatnre shall I be thought, 
if I parsue the coarse to wuch 
tins letter must lead mel 

If y dearest friend, tell me, have 
I done wrong? — Tet do not say 
I have if you thmk it; for should 
an the world besides condemn me, 
I shall have some comfort, if you 
do not The first time I ever 
besought jTou to flatterme. That, 
of itself, is an indication that I 
have done wrong, and amafiraid 
of hearing the truth — O tell me 
(but yet do not tell me) if 1 have 
done wrong. 

Friday, U o'eloek. 

Mr aunt has made me another 
visit She be^an what she had to 
say with lettmg me know, ihat 
my friends are all persuaded that 
I still correspond with Mr. Love- 
lace; as is plain, she said, by 
hints and menaces he throws out, 
which shews that he is apprised of 
several tbings that have pass^ 
between my relations and me, 
sometimes within a very little 
while after they have happened. 

Although I approve not of the 
method he stoops to take to come 
at his intelligence, yet it is not 
prudent in me to clear myself by 
the ruin of the corrupted servant 
(although his vileness has neither 
my connivance nor approbation), 
since my doing so might occasion 
the detection of my own corre- 
spondence, aud so frustrate all the 
hopes I have to avoid Mr. Solmes. 
Yet it is not at all unlikely, that 
I this very agent of Mr. Lovelace 
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sets a doable part between mj 
brother and him: how elae can 
our family know (so soon too) his 
menaces upon the passages thej 
hintat? 

I assured my aunt, that I was 
too much ashamed of the treat- 
ment I met with (and that for 
every one's sake as well as for my 
own) to acquaint Mr. Lovelace 
with the particulars of that treat- 
ment, even were the means of 
corresponding with him aflforded 
me: that I had reason to think, 
that if he were to know of it from 
me, we must be upon such terms 
that he wotdd not scruple making 
some visits which would give me 
great apprehensions. They all 
knew, Isaid] that I had no com- 
munication with any of my father's 
servants, except my sister's Betty 
Barnes : for although I had a good 
opinion of them all , and believed, 
it left to their own inclinations, 
• that thev would be glad to serve 
me; yet, finding by their shy 
behaviour, that tney were under 
particular direction, I had for- 
borne, ever since my Hannah had 
been so disgracefully dismissed, 
■o much as to speaik to any of 
them , for fear I snould be the oc- 
casion of their losing their places 
too. They must therefore account 
among themselves for the intel- 
ligence' Mr. Lovelace met with, 
since neither my brother nor sister 
(as Betty had frequently, in praise 
of their openhearts, informedme), 
nor perhaps their favourite Mr. 
Solmes. were at all carefol before 
whom they spokCf when they had 
any thing to throw out against 



him, or even against me, 

they took great pride to join witli 

him on this occasion. 

It was but too natural , my annt 
said, for my friends to snx>pose, 
that he had his intelligence (part 
of it at least) from me ; whp, think* 
ing myself hardly treated, might 
complain of it, if not to him, to 
Miss Howe; which, ' perhaps, 
might be the same thing; for they 
knew Miss Howe spoke as freely 
of them as they could do of Mn 
Lovelace ; and must have the par* 
ticulars she spoke of from some* 
body who knew what was dona 
here. That this determined my 
father to bring the whole matter 
to a speedy issue, lest fatal con* 
sequences should ensue. 

t perceive you are goinff to 
speak with warmth, proceedeaahe 

Sand so I voas]. For my own part, 
[ am sure you would not write any 
thin^;, if you do write, to inflame 
so violent a spirit. •— Bnt.this is 
not the end ofmy present visit. 

You cannot, my dear, but be 
convinced, that your father totfl 
h^oheyed^ The more you contend 
against his will, the morehethinks 
himself obliged to assert his 
authority, lour mother desires 
me to tell yon, that if you wiUgjive 
her the least hopes of a dutiful 
compliance, she will be willing to 
see you in her closet just now, 
while your father is gone to takea 
walk in the garden. 

Astonishing pereeverancel ss*^ 
L I am tired with making ' 
clarations and with pleading; 
this subject; and baa hopedy 
my resolution beingsawdlkm 
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I tktfiild BOt bare been farther. Down she went with displemsor?. 
nnreduponit |I could not help it. I was qnite 

Yon mistake the purport of mj tti«d with so many attempts, all 
presentTisit, miss, [lookuig grieve- . to the same purpose. lamamazed 
m— Heretofore you hare been that they are not! — So little 
aenred and prayed to obey and'rariation! And no concession on 
oblige your friends. Enireattf is either side! 
at an end: they gireitup. Nowj 

it is- resolved vptm that your fa- ! I will go down and deposit this.; 
tib^Vwill i$iio'.ke obeyed; as it is for Betty has seen I bare been 
£t it should. Some thmgs are laid writing. The saucy creature took 
at your door, asif youconcnrred a napkin, and dipped it in water, 
idtn Lovelaoe*s threatened vio- and with a fleering air. Here, miss; 
Imce to carry you off, which your holding the wet comer to me. 
mother will not believe. She will j What's that fol*? said I. 
tell you her own good opinion of; Only, miss, one of the fingers 
you. She willi tell you how much of your ri^trhand, if you please 
•he still lores you: and what she to look at it. 
expects of you on tne approaching It wa» inky, 
occasion. But yet, that she may I eare her a look; but said 
not be exposed to an opposition, nothm^. 

which would the more provoke But Test J should have another 
her, she desires that you will first search, I will close here, 
assure her that you go down with Cl. Hjlsx.ows. 

a resolution to do that with a grace 
which must bedonewith or without letter lxxxit. 

a grace. And beside, she wants mu. ClarUt. Harlowe to MUa Howe. 

to give yon some advice how to 

firoceed m ordertoreconcileyour- ' Friday, i o'ei«ck. 

aelf to your father, and to every I have a letter from Mr. Love* 
body else. Will you go down, lace, full of transports, vows, and 
Miss Clary, or will you not? promises. J will sena it to you 

I said, I shoula think myself mdosed. Youll see how ^'he 
happy, could I be admitted to my engages in it for Lady Betty's 
mother's presence, after so long a protection, and for Miss Charlotte 
banishment from It;, but that I Montague's accompanying me. I 
could not wish it upon those have nothing to do, out to per- 
terms. severe, he says, and prepare to re- 

And this is your answer, niece? oeive the personal congratulations 
It must be my answer , madam, of his whole fan^ily..'* 
^-'^me what may, I nev^r will have • But you'll see how he presumes 
Solmes. it is cruel to press upon my being i(t>, as the con- 
natter so often iq»on me. -^I sequence of throwing myself into 
will have that man. • that lady*s protection. 
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" That chariot-and-siz [g t;o be proteciton of one of tkeiadies of hU 



iready a1^ the place he mentions.*' 
YoulBnee as to the slur upon my 
reputation about which 1 am so 
apprehensive, how holdlv he 
argues. Generously enough, in- 
deed, were I to be his; and had 
giyen him reason to believe that I 
would. — But that I have not 
4one. 

How one step brings on another 
with thb encroaching sex I How 
soon may a young creature, who 
gives a man the teast encourage- 



family { yet as I. have three days 
to come, between this and Mon- 
day, and as I still hope that my 
friends will relent, or that Mr. 
Solmes will give up a point they 
will find it impossible to carry ; X 
shall not look upon myself as aft; 
solutely bnund by the appointment; 
and expect therefore, if I recedei 
that I shall not agfun be called to 
account for it by him. That I 
think it necessar]^ to acquaiujt him, 
that if by throwing myself upon 



ment,becarried beyond her inten- Lady Betty Lawrence's pro tec 



tions, and out of her own power! 
You would imagine, by what he 
writes, that I nave given him 
reason to think that mjr aversion 
to Mr. Solmes is all owing to my 
favour for him. 



tion, as he proposed, he under- 
stands, that I mean directly to put 
myself into Ais power ^ he is very 
much mistaken: for that there are 
many points in which I must be sqtiS' 
fiefi; several matters to be adjusted. 



The dreadful thing is,, that) even after I have left this house 
comparing what he writes from his' (if I do leave it) before lean think 
intelligencer of what is designed : of giving him any particular en- 
against me (though he seems noV^ couragement: ihskt in the /Irst place 
to know the threatened day) with he must expect that I will do my 
what my aunt andBetty assure me! utmost to procure my father's, re^^ 
of, there can be no hope for me^\ conciliation and approbation of my 
but that I must be Solmes's wife, if future steps ; and that / wUl govern 
I stay here. myself entirely by his commands^ in 

1 had better have ffone to my every reasonable point, a« mucA cu 
uncle Antony's at this * rate. I if I had not left his house: that if he 
should have £[ained time, -at least, imagines, I shall not reserve to 
'by it. This is the fruit of his fine myself this liberty, but that my 



contrivances! 

' '*• What we are to 40, and how 
eood he is to be: how I am to 
oarect all his future steps." All 



withdrawing is to c^ve him any 
advantages which he would not 
otherwise havehad ; J am determined 
tostay wj^ere lam X and abide the 
th^ shews, as I said before, that'eveiprt:, in hopes that my friends 
he is sure of me. . • {will still acc,ept of -my reiterated 

However, I have replied to the promise, never to marry him or any 
followihjgf effect: ** That although body else^ without their consent,"* 
1 had given him room to expect, This I will deposit as soo 
that I would put myself into the caiu Aad as he thinks thin 
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near thenr crisis. I dare say it will 
not be long before I have an an- 
swer to it 

Friday, 4 o'eloek. 

I AM really ill. I was nsed to 
make the Mst of any little ac- 
ddents that befel me, for fear 
of making my then affeetionate 
friends nneasy: but now I shall 
make the worst of m^ indisposi- 
tion , in hopes to obtam a suspen- 
sion of the threatened eril of 
Wednesday next. And if I do ob- 
tain it , will postpone my appoint- 
ment with Mr. Lovelace. 

Betty has told them that I am 
▼ery much indisposed. But I have 
nopity from any body. 

I believe, I am become the ob- 
ject of every one*s aversion , and 
that they would all be glad I were 
dead. Indeed, I believe it. ''What 
ails the perverse creature?" cries 
one. — ''Is she love-sick?** an- 
other. 

I was in the ivy summer-bouse, 
and came out shivering with cold, 
as if aguishly affected. Betty ob- 
servea this, and reported it. — 



Betty, it must be owned, has an 
admirable memory on these oc- 
casions. Nothing of this nature 
is lost by her repetition : even the 
very air with which she repeats 
what she hears said, renders it un- 
necessaiy to ask, who spoke this 
or that severe thing. 

Friday, S o*doek. 

Mt aunt, who again stays all 
night, has just left me. She came 
to tell me the result of my friends* 
deliberations about me. it is this : 

Next Wednesday morning they 
are all to be assembled: to wit, 
my father, mother, my uncles, 
herself, and mj uncle Hervey •, my 
brother and sister of course: My 
good Mrs. Norton is likewise to l>e 
admitted : and Dr. Lewen is to be 
at hand, to exhort me, it seems, if 
there be oecasion : but my aunt is 
not certain whether he is to be 
among them, or to tarry tillodl- 
edin. 

When this awful court is as- 
sembled, the poor prisoner is to be 
brought in, supported by "Mrs. 



" O , no matter I — Let her shiver^ Norton; who is to be first tutored 



on ! — Cold cannot hurt her. Ob- 
stinacy will defend her from harin. 
Perverseness is a bracer to a love- 
sick girl, and more effectual than 
the cold bath to make hardy, al- 
though the constitution be ever sd 
tender." 

This said b^ a cruel brother, 
and heard said by the dearer 
friends of one, for whom, but a 
few months ago , every Inmy was 
apprehenshre at the least b&st of 
wmd to which she exposed her- 
self! 



to, instruct me in the duty .of a 
child; which it seems I have for- 
gotten. 

Nor is the success at all donbte<l^ 
my aunt says: since it is not be- 
lieved that i can be hardened 
enough to withstand the expostioda- 
tions.of so venerable a jumcature, 
although I have withstood those 
of sevc^ 6f th6m separately". And 
still the less , as she nints at eartro- 
ordinary condescensions from my 
father. But what condescensionB, 
from even my {jE^thw, can induce 
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me to make such a sacrifice as is 
expected from me? 

let my spirits will never bear 
up , I donbt , at such a tribunal — 
my father presiding in it. 

Indeed ) expected, that my 
trials would not be at an end till 
he had admitted me into his awful 
presence. 

What is hoped from me, she 
says, is, That I will cheerfully, on 
Tuesday night, if not before, sigii 
the articles: and so turn the suc- 
ceeding day*s solemn convention 
into a dajr of festivity. I am to 
have the licence sent me up, how- 
ever, and once more the settle- 
ments, that I may see how much 
in earnest they are. 

She further hinted, that my 
father himself would bring up the 
settlements for me to sign. 

my dear! what a trial will 
this be I — How shall I be able to 
refuse to my father the writing of 
my same? — To my father, m>m 
w^ose pi^ence i have been so 
long banished I -^ He command- 
ing and entreatinr , perhaps , in a 
breath I — How snaU* I he able to 
tefiise this to my fathex^! 

They are sure, she says, some- 
thing is working onMr. Lovelace*s 
part, alid perhaps on mine: and 
my father would sooner follow 
me to the grave, than see me his 
^e. 

1 8i|id , I was not well : that the 
very apprehensions of these ^trials 
irere already insupportable tome ; 
ait^ would merease upon me, as 
the time approached; and I was 
afind4 1 Aomd be extremely ilL 

Tmy ha4 prepared themselyes 



for such &n artifice as tl^at, was my 
aunt's unkind word ; and she could 
assure me, it would stand me in no 
stead. 

Artifice! repeated I: and this 
from my aunt Hervepr? 

Why, mv dear, said she, do you 
think people are tools ?— Can they 
not see, how dismally you en- 
deavour to sigh yourself down 
within doors? — How you hang 
down your jfweet face [those were 
the words she was pleased to use] 
upon your bosom: — how you 
totter, as it were, and hold by this 
chair, and by that door-post, when 

!rou know that anybody sees you 
This, my dear Miss Howe, is an 
aspersion to fasten hypocrisy and 
contempt upon me: my brother^cr 
or sister*s aspersion! — I am not 
capable of arts so low]. But the 
moment you are down with your 
poultry, or advancing upon your 
garden walk, and, as you imagine,- 
out of every body's surhLit is seen 
how nimbly you trip^alon^, and 
what an alertness governs lul your 
motions. 

I should hate myself, said I, 
were I capable of such poor arti- 
ficejt as these. I must be a fool ta 
use them, as well as a mean 
creature; for have I not liad ex- 
perience enoi^h I that my friends 
are incapable of being moved in 
much more affecting instances? — 
But you'll see how I shall be by 
Tuesday. 

My dear, you will not offer any 
violence to yovur health? — 1 hope, 
Go# has given you more trnuLCk 
jthipi to do Siat 
* I ho|>e he htti, madam 
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If Tiolenee enough offered , and that were readj to break oat firom . 
threatmied. to affeet mj health:, Mr. LovelaeeTs*: the effects of 
and 80 it will be fonnd, without mj; which were thus cnnninglj^ to be 
needing to hare recoorse to any fxnstrated. 
otber^ or to artifice either. Pridaj, 9 o'clock. 

I'll only tell }roa one thins , my Avd now, my dear, what shall I 
dear: and that is; ill or well, the conclude upon? You see how de- 
ceremony will probably be per-, termined — but how can I expect 
formed before Wednesday night :< yonr advice willcome time enongh 
] — but this, also, I will tell you, al- to stand me in any stead? ^r 
though bevond my present com-! here I have been down, and al- 
mission , that Mr. Solmes will be ' ready have another letter from 
under an enga^ment (if you Mr. Lovelace ^he man lives upon 
should reauire it of him as ^'ihegpot^Iihink:] and I must write 
favour)' after the ceremony isjto him, either that I will or will 
passed , and Lovelace's hopes not stand to my first resolution of 
thereby utterly extinguished , to \ escaping hence on Monday next 
leave you at your father's, and! If I let him know, that I will not 
return to his own house every (appearances so strong against 
evening, until you are brought to^ him, and /or Solmes, even stronger 



a full sense of your duty, ana con- 
sent to acknowledge your change 



There was no opening of my 



than when I made^the appoint- 
ment) will it not be justly deemed 



of name. my own fault, if I am compelled to 



marry their odious man? And if 



iips to such a speech as this. I was | any mischief ensue from Mr. Lover 
dumb. lace*s rage and disappointment, 

And these, my dear Miss Howe, will it not lie at my door? — Yet, 
kre they, wno. some olthem at .he offers so fair! — Yet, on the 
least, have called me a romantic 'other hand, to incur the censure 
ttirl! — This is my chimericaljof the world, as i^^ddy creature 
Brother, and wise sister: both! — but that, as he-hints, I have al- 
joining their heads togetner, I ready incurred'^ what can I do? 
' dare say. And yet, my aunt told U-i that m^ cousin Morden — 
-me. that the last part was what but what signifies wishing? 
took in my mother I who had, till| I will here ^ve yon the sub- 
that expedient was found out . in-, stance of Mr. Lovelace's letter, 
sisted, that her child shoula not ; The letter itself I will send, when 
' be married , if, through grief or , I have answered it; but that I will 
opposition, she should be ill,- or defer doing as long as I can, in 

fanintofits. J • » niay notbejuiilM tb ol>wTeti 

' -^l^oi^J'^tendea violence my aunt this vi«c0» th«t mjp. LoyaUc^ ArtlUiy 

often excused, by the certain in- contrived to drive the fiunlly on, permit- 

to«*ti«n thy preteud^.to have, ♦^IS^i^r.twS^'tr'.iifft 

W some plots or machmations, tentlon nor power to execate. 
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hopes 6f ^dilig reason to retract both his eousins Montdgue'io retmve 
an appointmenton which 80 much 'me in them^ and to accompany 'me 
depends. And yet it is necessaiy I till all shall be adjusted to my mind; 
yoa should hare all before Toa as and- If'// a reconciliation shall be 
I go alone, that you may be the effected; which he assures me no* 
better able to advise me in thisitfain^ shall be wanting in him to 
dreadful crisis. [facilitate; greatly as he has been 

*^ He begs my pardon forwriting insulted by all my family, 
with so much assurance ; attribut-i ** These several measures he 
ing it to his unbounded transport; 'proposes to my choice; as it was 
and entirely aequiesces in my will. ^ tinhkely , h^ vays, that he could 
He is full of alternatives and pro* j procure , in the time, a letter from 
posals. * He offers to attend me di' \ Lauly Betty, under ner own hand, 
reetly to Lady Bettys; or, if I had \ to invite me in form to her house, 
rather, to my oton estate; and that i unless he had been himself to g[0 
my Lord M. shall protect me to tf^at ladyforit; which, at this 
there" [he knows not, my dear, critic^ juncture, while he is at- 



my reasons for objecting to this 
inconsiderate advice], in either 
case, as soon as he sees' me safe, 



tending my commands, isimpos* 
sible. 
'*He conjures me in the most 



he will go up to London, or [solemn manner, if I would not 



throw him into utter despair, to 
keep to my appointment 
" JHowever^ mstead of threaten- 



whither 1^ please; and not come 
near me, but by my own permis* 
sion; and till I am satisfied in 

every thing I am doubtful of, as; ing my relations, orSolmes, if I 
well with regard to his reforma- ; recede , he respectfully savs, that 
tion, as to settlements, &c. he doubts not , but that , if I do , it 

'^To conduct iAe to you, my dear, {will be upon such reasons as he 
is another 6f his proposals, not ought to oe satisfied with; upon 
doubting, he sajrs, but your mother '. no slighter , he hopes , than tneir 
willreceivemef*or, if that be not leaving me at full liberty to 
agreeable to you, or to your pursue my own inclinations: in 
mother, or to me , he will put me \ which (whatever they shall be) he 
tVi/o Mr, Hickman^ s protection : ^ will entirely acquiesce; only en- 
whom, no doubt, he says, vou can deavourine to make Ms future food 
influence ; and that it may oe given , behaviour the sole ground for his ex^ 
out , that I* am gone to Bath , or ' peciafion of my favour. 
Bristol, ""or abroad; wherever I **In short, ne solemnly vows, 
please. I that his whole view at present is^ 

' ^'Again, if it be more agreeable. To free me from my imprison* 
he proposes to attend me privately nieht : and to restore me to my 
to London J where he will procure own free will, in a point so air 
handsome lodgings for me, and lutelynecessaryto my future} 
• See the note on p. 8S,(6f tbii vcAamei piness. He declares, that He 
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the hopes he has of my fatare 
fayoar, nor the consideration of 
his own and family*B honour, will 
permit him to propose any|thing 
thai shall be inconsUtent with my 
own most scrupulous ruttions: and, 
for my mind's sake, should choose 
to have the proposed end ob- 
tained by my friends declining to 
compel me. But that neveruie- 
less, as to the world^s opinion , it 
is impossible to imagine, that the 
behaviour of my relations to me 
has not already brought upon my 
family those nee censures which 
they deserve, and caused the step 
whieh 1 am so scrupulous about 
taking, to be no other than the 
natural and expected consequence 
of their treatment of me.** 

Indeed, I am afraid all this lis 
true: and it is owing to some little 
degree of politeness, that Mr. 
Lovelace does not say all he might 
say on this subXect: fori have no 
doubt that I am the talk, and per« 
baps the by-word of half the 
county. If so, lam afraid lean 
now do nothing that will give me 
more disgrace than I have already 
80 causelessly received by their 
Indiscreet persecutions; . and let 
tne be whose I will, and do what I 
will^ I shall never wipe off the 
stain ^hich my confinement , . and 
the rigorous usaee I^ have re- 
ceived, have fixea upon me; at 
least in my own opinion. 
^ I wish, if ever I am to |be eon* 
(udered as one of the eminent fa- 
mSiv ♦i»5- mim jg allied to, some of 
>t Uiink the worse of 
disgrace|t have re- 
hat case, perhaps, I 



shall be obliged to him, if A« do 
not. Yon see how much this 
harsh, this emel treatment from 
my own family has humbled me! 
But perhaps 1 was too much ex* 
alteabefore. 

Mr^ Lovelace concludes, '^witii 
repeatedly begging auiinterview 
with me; and that, this night, if 
possible: an honour, he says, he 
18 the more encouraged to solicit 
for, as 1 had twice before made 
him ho]}e for it. But (whether he 
obtain it or not, he beseeches me 
to choose one of the altematiyes 
he offers to my acceptance; and 
not to depart from my resolution 
of escaping on Monday, unleae the 
reason ceases on which I, had 
taken it up; and that I. have a 
prospect of being restored to {the 
favour of my friends; at least to 
my own liberty, and freedom of 
choice.** 

He renews all his vows and pro- 
mises OB this head in so earnest 
and so solemn a manner, that (his 
own interest^ and his family's 
honour^ and their favour for me, 
co-operatine) I can have no room 
to doubt of his sincerity. 

[lbtteb zcy. . 

MiM OUuriMM Harlowe to HIm Howe. 
Sat. mom. 8 o*cIock, (April 8.) 

Wbsthsb you will blame me or 
noi^ I cannot tell , but I have de^ 
posited a letter confirming my re- 
solution to leave this house on 
Monday next, within the hour 
mentioned in my foriner, if pos- 
sible. I have not kept a copy of 
it But tins is the snlwtance : 
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I tell hm, *' That I have no way . made impfactioable: that I will 
to avoid the detemiSiied resolntion ; send for tnither my .fidthftil Han- 
of my fijends in behalf of Mr.) nab; and apprise only Miss Howe 
Solmes, bat by abandoning this where I am: iha,t he shallinstantlff 
house by his assistance.'* 

I have not pretended to make a 
merit with him on this score ; for I 
plainly tell him, <<That could I, 



leave me^ and ffo to London, or to 
one of Lord- M/s seats; and (as 
he had promised) not come near 
me, but oy my leave; contenting 
without an unpardonable mVi, die i himself with a correspondence by 



when I wnu',dy I woold sooner 
make death my choice, than take 
a step, which all the worid, if not 
my own heart, will condemn me 
for taking." 

I tell him, <' That I shallnot tiy 
to bring any other clothes with 
me, than those I shall have on; 
and those but my common wear- 
ing-apparel; lest I should be sus- 
pected. That I must expect to be 
denied the possession of my 
estate: but that I am determined 
never to consent to a litisation 
with my father, were I to t»e re- 
duced to ever so low a state: so 
that the protection I am to be 
obliged for. to any one, must be 
alone for the distress' sake. That, 
therefore, he will have nothingr to 
hope for iirom this step, that he had 
not before: and that in every light 
I reserve to myself to accept or re- 
fuse hU addrees, as hie behaoiour 
and circumspection shall appear to 
me to deserve.** 

I tell him, <' That I think it best 
to go into a private lodeine, in 
the neighbourhood |of Laay Betty 
Lawrence ; and not to her lady- 
ship's- house; that it may not ap- 
pear to the world, that I have re- . 
fuged myself in his family ; and that I he has met with. 
a reconciliation with my friends I tell him, *^ That I may, in this 
may not, on that account, be privacy, write to my c 



letter only. 

'' That if I find myself in danger 
of being discovered, and earned 
back bpr violence, I will then throw 
myself directly into the protection 
either of Lady Bettjjr or Lady 
Sarah: but this only tn^jcase of ab- 
solute necessity ; for that it will be 
more to my reputation, for me, bv 
the best means I can , (taking ad- 
vautage of my privacv) to enter 
by a second or third nand into a 
treaty of reconciliation with my 
friends, 

^^ 'That I must, however, plainly 
tell him, that ii in this treaty my 
friends insist upon my resolving 
against marrying him^ I will engage 
to comply with them ; provided they 
will, allow me to promise him, that 
IwUlneverbe the toife ofar^other 
man while he remains single^ or is 
lioing: that this is a compliment I 
am willing to pay him in return 
for the trouble and pains he has 
taken, and the u'lage he has met 
with, on my account: although I 
intimate,, that he may, in a great 
measure, thank himself (by rea- 
son of the little regard he has paid 
to his reputation) fur the slights 
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Iforden, and, if pOMible, interert 
him in my cftase. 

*^I take some brief notice then 
of his altematiYei.'' 

Yon most think, mjdear, that 
this unhappy force upon me , and 
this projected flight, make it ne- 
eessaxy for me to aeoount to him 
much sooner tahn I should lother^ 
wise choose to do, for every part 
of my conduct. 

" It is not to be expected, I tell 
him, that your mother will embroil 
herself, or suffer you or Mr. Hick- 
man to be embroiled, on my ac- 
count: and as to his proposal of 



a person in distren, and flier«^y OS 
guekf to his honour, and to the pro- 
tection of the [ladies of his fiunily. 
I repeat [most eovdiaUyf, I am 
sure! I my deep concern for being 
forced to take astep so disagree- 
able, and 80 dero^iatoiy to my 
honour. And havmg told him, 
that I will endearonr to obtain 
leavijito dine in the ivy summer- 
house*, and to send Betty of 
some errand, when there. Heave 
the rest to hun; but imagine, that 
about fouro'clock will be a proper 
time for him to contrive some 
signal to let me know he is at 



my goinff to London, I am such hand, and for me to unbolt the 
an absolute strauger to every 'garden-door.'* 
hodj^ there , and have such a bad { 1 added, by wa^ of postscript, 
opinion of the place^ that I cannot , ** That their suspidons f seeming 
by any means thmk of going to increase, I advise him to con- 
tnither: except I should he in- trive to send or come to the usual 
duced, some time hence, by, the place, as frequently as possible, in 
ladies of his family to attend the interval of time till Monday 
them. ^ morning ten or eleven o*clock; as 

^^As to the meeting he is de- something may possibly happen 
sirous of, I think it by no means to make me alter my mind.'* 
proper; especially as it is so; O my dear miss Uowel — what 
likely that I may soon see him. a sad , «ad thing is the necessity, 
But that if any thing occurs to in- forced upon me, for all this pre- 
duce me to change my mindj |as toj 

withdrawing, I will then take (fte • The hv Mmmer-houxe (or itfy bower, 
first opportunity to see Mm, and »* it was •omtttmei called in the family) 

give him my rea*on» for \ihu -^j^^u^'^^^^.X^' S^^^X^. 

change, met months freqaently to sit and work, 

This , my dear, I the less •n^ 'o<^ An<i write, and draw, and (when 

flomnlAd to writP AJi it mio>Yif 'Permitted) to breakfast, and dine, and 

scrupiea 10 write, as n mignt g^^^t,^^, ^^ ^^p ^^ i^ * 3^,^^, »^^^^ 

qualify nim to Dear SUCO a aisap- hIss Howe, who had an equal liking to 

g ointment, should I give it him: i^ was her visitor and gaest. 
p liAvinir besides beh&ved no . ^^® describes it, in another letter, 
e navmg, oesiaes, oenavea so (^j,,^,^ appears not) as pointing •♦to a 

very unexceptioncbly when he pretty variegated landscape of wood, 

surprised me some time ago in the water, and hilly country ; which had 

lonfilv woodhonse. pleased her so much, that she had drawn 

WiiLn^u T^Am»«m.^ «,,«^lf *- "» the piece hanging up, in her parlour, 

Fmally, '* 1 commend myself, as among some of her other driiwfngs: » 
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p«ration and contrivance ! — But , hands , a nd no connnon footpaths 



it is now too late! — But how? — 
Too late, did I sav? — What a 
word is that! — what a dreadful 
thing, were I to repent, to find it 
to be too late to remedy the ap- 
prehended evil! 



near that part of the garden, and 
through the park and coppice, 
nothing can be more, bye and un- 
freauented. 

1 hen they are less watchful. I 
believe, over my garden- walks, 
^ and my poultry; visits, depending* 
Saturday, 10 o'clock. > . as my aunt hinted , upon the baa 
Mb. Solhes is here. He is to (character, they have taken so 
dine with his new relations, as,much pfiins to fasten upon Mr. 
Betty tells me he already calls Lovelace. This, they thmk (and 



justly think) must nil me with 
doubts. And then the regard I 
have hitherto had for my re{)uta- 
tion, is another of their securities. 
Were it not for these two, they 
would not surely have used me as 
they have done , and at the same 



them. 

He would have thrown himself 
in my way once more : but I hur- 
ried up to my prison, in my return 
from my gaxaen-walk|, to avoid 
him. 

I had when in the garden the 
coriosi^ to see if my letter was | time left me the opportunities 
gone : I cannot say with an inten- which I have several times had, to 
tion to take it back again if it 'get away, had I been disposed to 
were not, because I see not howl; do so*: and indeed their de- 
could do otiierwise than |I have ' pendence on both these motives 
done; yet, what a caprice I when | would have been well founded 
Ifounait^ne,Ibegan(aiBye8ter- had theykept but tolerable mea- 
day .monung) to wish it had jnot: 'sures witii me. 
for no other reason , I believe, | Then , perhaps , they have no 
than because it was out of my .notion of the back-door; as it is 
power. seldom opened, and leads to a 

A strange diligence in this man! place so pathless and.lonesome**. . 
— He says, ne almost lives. 

upon the place; and I think so' • They might, no doubt, make a de- - 
▲f^ '^ ' pendence upon the reasons she givea:' 

*^„ .. .,, . but their chief reliance was upon the vi- 

He mentions, as you will seem giiance of their Joseph I^man; little 
his letter, four several disguises, imagining what an implement Jie waa of > 

which he put on in one day. It is j ^Z,- ^SI,«,*|ra'nother of her letter. (whTch ' 

a wonder, nevertheless, that he neither is inserted) , ii thoa described : — 

has not been seen by some of our ; " a piece of rains upon it, the remains of 

tPnftnta- for it ia imnossible that *° ***** chapel, now standing in the midst 
lenanu. lor ic is impossiDie inax ^f ^j^^ coppice; here and there an over- 

any disguise can bide the grace- grown oak, surrounded with ivy and 

fulness of! his figure.. But this is mlsletoe, starMngup, to sanctify, as it 

to\xA aoM' 4-Kof ffiik o/1iA««ii«ir» wcre, the awfhl aolamness ofthaD.acat 
be said, that the adjommg ^,p^{^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ „j^ t^^. 

groUQd'B being all in our own found hanging some yeara sg< 



by which yonr Mrrant ; 
•olitary woodbouH; to which 
Uoe one must deBcend from a 
high bank, th&t boimda the poul* 
try-jrard. For, as to the mmt- 
way, yon know, one miut paaa 
thtoogh the boDMto that, and In 
right of the parloun, and the Mir- 
Tanta' batl; and then have the 
open eonrt-yard to go through, 
and, by meana of the iron-gate, 
befulluriew, aa one pasaea orer 
tlie lawn , for a quarter of a mile 
ttwether; the young plan tatioUB 
Of elms and limes aSording yet 
bat little shade or eorert. 

The ivy aummer-houEe ia the 
most conveiiient for this heart-af- 
fecting purpose, of any spot In the 
garden, as it is not far from the 
back-door, and yet in another 
alley, as you may Temembei. 
Then it is seldom resorted to by 
any body else, except in the sam- 
mer-months, because it is cool. 
When they loved me, theywoold 
often, for this reason, object to 
my long continuance in it: but 
now, it IS no matter what becoi ~ 
of me. Besides, coldisabra 
as my brother said yesterday. 
Here I will deposit what I hare 

B»l tD ba IhSDIhl of by 



[written. Let me have your 
Iprayera, my dear; and yonrap- 
Iprobatlon, or your censure, efthe 
steps 1 have taken: foryetitmay 
not be quite too late to revoke the 
appointment I am 

Vour most afibctio&ate uid 
&ithful, 

Ct. HiHLOWB- 

emp^'-ii 



Br)^urlaat date of ten o'clock 
in your letter of this day, you 
could not long hare depositMl it 
before Robin took it. He rode 



Yon may justly blame me for 
sendinp my messenger em_pty- 
handeo, your situation conaidra- 
ed; and yet that vety situation 
' oditicu!) is partly the reason 

r it: for indeed I knew not what 

I write, fit to send yon. 

I have been inquiring privately, 
how to procure you a conveyance 
from Harlowe Place^ and yet not 
appear in it; knowing, that to 
obhge in the fact, and to disobliee 
in the manner, is but obliging by 
halves: my mother being more- 



visita from yonr uncle Antony; 
who tells her, that every thing is 
now npon (he point of being deter- 
Tiiinea: andhOpes,that herdaueh- 
terwillnotsoiDterfere, aatocus- 
courage your compliance with 
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their wills. This I came at by a iiQcleof^our8,who [sorry ereatare 
way that I cannot take notice of, ' that he is!] keeps her up to reso- 
or both should hear of it in a man- lations whidi are unworthy of her, 
ner neither would like : and , with' . for an example to me, if it please 
nut that, my mother and I have ' you. Is not thb cause enough 
had almost hourly bickerings. .for me to ^und a resentment 
I found more difl^cuity than I i upon, sufficient to justify me for 
expected (as the time was con- ' accompanying you; the- fHend- 
fined, and secresy required , and ship between us so well known? 
as you so earnestly forbid me to! Indeed, my dear, the import- 
accompany you in your enter- ance of the case considered ^ I 
prise) in procuring you a vehicle, jmust repeat that you are too nice. 
Had you not obliged me to keep Don't tney already think, that 
measures with my mother, I could your non-compliance with their 
have managed it with ease. I .'odious measures is owing a good 
could even nave taken our own 'deal to my advice? Have [they 
chariot, on one pretence or other, I not prohibited our correspond- 
and put two horses extraordinary 
to it; if I had thought fit; and I 
could when we had got to Lon- 
don , have sent it ba^ , and no- 
body the wiser as to the lodgings 
we might have taken. 



ence upon that very surmise r And 
have I, but on your account, rea- 
son to value what they think r 

Besides, what discredit have I 
to fear by such a step ? What de- 
triment? Would Hickman, do 
I wish to the Lord, you had per- ' you believe, refuse me upon it? — 
mitted this. Indeed I think you if he did, should I be sorry for 



are too punctilious a great deal 
for your situation. Would you 
expect to enjoy yourself with your 
usual placidness, and not be 
ruffled, in an hurricane which 
every moment threatens to blow 
your house down? 
Had your distress sprung from 



that? — Who is it, that has a soul, 
who would not be affected by 
such cm instance of female friena- 
ship? 

But I should vex and disorder 
my mother! ~ Well, that is some- 
thing: but not more than she vexes 
and disorders me, on her being 



yourself, that would have been made an implement by such a 
another thing. But when all the | sorry creature, who ambles hither 
world knows where to lay the every day in spite to my dearest 
fault, this alters the case. I friend — woe be to both^ if it be for 

How can you say I amhappy, a</ou6^e end! — Chide me, if you 
when my mother, to her power, is J w^ill: I don't care, 
as much an abettor of their wick- 1 I say , and I insist upon it , such 
edness to my dearest friend, as j a step would ennoble your friend: 
your aunt, or any body else ?-^ land if still you will permit it ''- '" 
And Ihia tnrough the {instigation take the office out of Lot 
of that odd-headed and, Polish 'hcmds; and, to-morrow e 

Clariua. I. '^^mMSBSia^ 26 
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or aQ,]!^on(}ay before his time of you what I should do in your case 
appointiuent takes place, will (supposingyou will still refuse my 
come in a chariot, or chaise: and offer; finding too, what yon 
then, my dear^ if wie get off asi.haye been brought or rather 
wish, will we n^ake terms (and, driven to, without it); lest any 
what terms we pleUdeV ^ith them evil should follow it: in which case, 
all. My mother wilti'l^e glad to I should never forgive myself. 
receive her daughter agipAn I war- [And this consideration has added 
rant : and Hickman will b^y^for to my difiiculties in writing to you 
joy on my return; or he shall fot now you are upon such a crisis, 
sorrow . \ and yet refuse tne only method — 

But you are so very earnestly i but Tsaid, I would not for Uie pre- 
angry with me for proposing such sent touch any more that string. 
a step, and have always so much 'Yet, one word more, chide me if 
to say for your side of any ques-|you please: if any harm betide 
tion, that I am afraid to urge it I you I shall for* ever blame my 
further. — Only be so good (let , mother — indeed I shall — and 



me add) as to encourage me to 
resume It, if, upon further consi- 
deration, and upon weighing mat- 



perhaps yourself, if you do not 
accept of my offer. 
But one thing, in your present 



ters weil (and in this light, whether , situation and prospects , let me 
best to go off with me, or with 'advise: it is this, th&t if jon do go 
Lovelace J you can get over your, off with Mr. Lovelace, you take 
punctilious regard ror my reputa- 1 the first opportunity to marry, 
tion. A woman going away with I Why should you not ? when every 
a, woman is not so discreditable a body will know by toAo5€ assistance, 
thing, surely! and with no view 'and in trAoye company, you leave 
but to avoid the fellows! — 1 say / your father's house, go whitherso- 
only be so good as to consider this , ever you will? — You may indeed 
point; and if yon can get over ' keep him at a distance , until set- 
your scruples on my account, do. jtlemeuts are drawn, and suchlike 
And so I will have done with this 'matters are adjusted to your mind: 
argument for the present; and j but even these are matters of less 
apply myself to some of the pas- consideration in your particular 

case, than they would be in that of 
most others : and first, brcausey be 
his other faults what they will, 



sages m yours. 

A time, I hope, will come, that 
] shall be able to read your affect- 
ing narratives without that im- ' nobody thinks him an ungenerous 
patient bitterness, which now boils I man: next because the possession 
over in my heart , and would flow | of your estate must be given up to 
to my pen, were I to enter into the you as soon as your cousin Morden 



particulars of what you write 
And indeed I am afraid of giving 
you my advice at all , or of telling 



comes; who, as your trustee, will 
see it done ; and done upon proper 
terms: 3dly, becaxise mere is no 
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want of fortune on his 8idet'4th!y, 



I need not, I am svae^ make a 
stronger plea to you. 

You say, in excuse for my mo- 
ther, (what my fervent love for 
my friend very ill brooks) that we 
ou^ht not to blame any one for not 
doing what she has an option to 
do, or to let alone. This, in cases 
of friendship, would admit of very 
strict discussion. If the thing re- 
quested be of </rea/er consequence, 



becauaey all bis family value you, 

and are extremely desirous that 

you should be their relation: 5th ly, 

6ecau.*f€ he makes no scruple of ae- 

cepting you without conditious. 

Y ou see how he has always defied 

your relations [I, for my own part, 

can forgive him for the fault: nor 

know 1 , if it be not a noble one] : 

and I dare say, he would rather 

call you Ms. without a shillinQ:, - ^c i ^^ 4.u - 

than be umler obligation to tho?ei°' Tf,„ a'^f^' ^. ! Sf"^ 

whom he has full l» little reason T^"*''"' '"J ** were, as the old 

to love , as they have to love him. | P'""*!* ^ '*! "* '«*« ", 'l^r) <"" "/ 
You have heara, that his own re- 1 "»" f'*"^ \H '" P^Utntoone s 

latioiis canuot make his proud ■ "f" • «°™"S"?'g!'tl«'«'<l-- 

• •-. 1. -*. ^ r J. JN ay, it would be, I Will venture to 

sprnt submit to owe any fnvour to , ^^y^' ^ ^jg^^ t^i' j„ ^ J^^^ 

For all these reasons, I think, f;jvo„rof afrieudwTnchwouldsab- 

you mav the less sUiud upon pre- je^^t thatfr.endtothe»am«or«nuai 

Vious settlements. It is therefore "'convenience as that from wfiieh 

. 1 . • • 4.1 * •!.• we wuuted to be relieved. The 

my absolute opinion, that,_it you ..»„„„..„ "„„..m ir, tlZ „:.« 



rf/withdraw w'ith him (and in that T^J v 'c Th »' w **"' *"- ? 

hi.n beju.lge, teach his friend, by his 

rou with safety f a^P'e. ."ifh much be 

„^« «i,^„i I «il to deny him, and despi 
unu, u i#f/ocyc/c f«'C€i you slioulu not » • •' , • i t> a •!» 

postpone the ceremony. «'"P. «° "'^f ^ "»"'">*'• »»* 'f. 

*' ~r .. y by a less mcouvenience to our- 



case you must let him beju.lge, teach his friend, by his ««-n-selfish 
when he can leaveyou with safety f a^P'e. ."ifh much better reason, 
you'U observe rW) you sliouid not ♦f.^'^'y '"'"' ,*"'' <*«■?? 



»ise a friend- 



Give this matter your rao8tse. "f, -* i;;Ti rl" ^ i 
• 1 *• "^ o *i- • selves, we could relieve our friend 
nous consideration. Punctilio is ..^^ ' \ 4.u^ «r ""J* '**^"J* 
X x J J.U M. trom fi. areaier , the refusal of such 

out of doora the moment you are r ^ i Tu **'**"* '*"^" 

r .... ,, ^^. a favour makes the refuser un- 

out of your fathfi- s house. I know 7. -^, "^t." j **** 

^ui. vx jrvui i<i.i V. o uwao<^. aauv^vt ^Q^thv of tho uamo of fricud I uor 

Low justly severe you have been " lyT „j -4. u '**^""* ""* 

upon those inexcnfakle creatures rf^'ll*''?"'*"?^^!' ''"1"!!' 
wLse giddiness, andfeven want of "**" *•»* o«temo.« fold of my heart. 

decency, have made them, in the I am well aware that this is your 
same hour as I may say, leap from oi)inion of friendship, as well as 
a parent's window to a busl):iud*s mine : for I owe the distinction to 
bed — but considering Lovelace's you, upon a certain occasion ; and 
character , I repeat my opinion, it saved me from a very great in- 
tbat your reputation in the eye of convenience, as you must needs 
the world requires that no delay remember. But you were always 
be made in this point when once for making excuses for other 
you are in his power. people, in cases wherdnyou would 

26* 
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or oQ^I^on^ay before his time of you what I should do in your case 
appointiuent takes, place, will (supposing you will still refuse my 
come in a chariot, or chaise: and offer; finding too, what yon 
then, my dear^ if wje get off as I, have been brought or rather 
wish, will we n^ake terms (and, driven to, without it); lest any 
what terms we pleUd^V ^ith them evil should follow it: in which case, 
all. My mother witter l^egl^d to I should never forgive myself. 
receive her daughter agiplCl war- [And this consideration has added 
rant: and Hickman will b^ for to my difiiculties in writing to you 
joy on my return; or he shall for now you are upon such a ends, 
sorrow, \ ahd yet refuse tne only method — 

But you are so very earnestly i but Tsaid, I would not for the pre- 
angry with me for proposing such sent touch any more that striBg. 
a step, and have always so much 'Yet, one word morq, chide me if 
to say for your side of any ques-jyou please: if any harm betide 
tion, that I am afraid to urge it i you I shall for* ever blame my 
further. — Only be so good (let , mother — indeed I shall — and 



me add) as to encourage me to 
resume it, if, upon further consi- 
deration, and upon weighing mat- 



perhaps yourself, if you do not 
accept of my offer. 
But one thing, in your present 



ters weil (and in ihis light, whether , situation and prospects , let me 
best to go off with me^ or with 'advise: it is this, thatifyouc/ogo 
Lovelace^ you can get over your 1 off with Mr. Lovelace, you take 
punctilious regard tor my reputa- 1 the first opportunity to many, 
tion. A woman going away with 1 Why should you not ? when every 
bl woman is not so discreditable a body will know by u7Ao5€ assistance, 
thing, surely! and with no view, I and in u;Ao.ve company, you leave 
but to avoid the fellows I — 1 say ,! your father's house, go whitherso- 
only be so good as to consider this , ever you will? — You may indeed 
point; and if yon can get over j keep him at a distance , until set- 
your scruples on my account, do. jtlemeuts are drawn, and suchlike 
And so I will have done with this 'matters areadjusted toyourmind: 
argument for the pi-esent; and | but even these are matters of less 
apply myself to some of the pas- consideration in your particular 
sa ges in y ours. case, than t hey would be in that of 

A time, I hope, will come, that most others : and first, because^ be 
] shall be able to read your affect- j his other faults what they will, 
ing narratives without that im- nobody thinks him an ungeneroos 
patient bitterness, which now boils, man: next because the possession 
over in my heart , and would flow j of your estate must be given up to 
to my pen, were I to enter into the you as soon as your cousin Morden 
.--.-i___ -r _i.>x s-L^ comes; who, as your trustee, will 



particulars of what you write 
And indeed I am afraid of giving 
you my advice at all , or of telling 



see it done ; and done upon proper 
terms: 3dly, because taere is no 
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want of fortune on bis 8idet'4thly, 
because J all his family value you, 
and are extremely desirous that 
you should be their relation: 5th ly, 
because be makes no scruple of ae- 
cepting you without conditions . 
Vou see how he has always defied 
your relations [I, for my own part, 
can forgive him for the fault: nor 
know 1 , if it be not a noble one] : 
and 1 dare say, he would rather 
call you /«5, without a shilling, 
than be under obligation to those 
whom he has full as little reason 
to love, as they have to love him. 
You have heard, that his own re- 



I need not, I am sure, make a 
stronger plea to you. 

You say , in excuse for my mo- 
ther, (what my fervent love for 
my friend very ill brooks) that we 
ou^ht not to blame any one for not 
doing what she has an option to 
do, or to let alone. This, in cases 
of friendship, would admit of very 
strict discussion. If the thing re- 
quested be of <7rea/er consequence, 
or even of equals to the person 
sought to , and it were , as the old 
phrase has it, to take a thorn out of 
one friend^ s font to put it into one*s 



^^ou.iHv«ura:«, v.m. x... ywu i c- something, might bo Said. - 

lations cannot make his proud ^. .^ ^ j^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^ 
spirit submit to owe any favour to , ^^^^^ ^ ^^jg^^ ^^{ i^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^ 

*F™* 11 *u^ .» ^ ^«- T 4.U' 1 favour of a friend wTiich would sub- 

./'"' *" lu2f '**f? h' ^ * "»' ject that friend to the ,ameor«3«ai 
you may the less ^teud upon pre- i.^^^y^^^i^^^^ as that from wfceh 
vious settlements, It .8then;tore ^^ ^ ^^ ^ b ^g,; j, ^^ 
myab8oluteoi;.u.on,that,ityou ,j j ,y 

rf« withdraw w,th him (and in that ^^.^^i, ^j^ f^j^^^ j^^ ^ o»„ selfish' 
case you must let A <« beju.lge, example, with inch ft.(ter reason, 
when he can leaveyoii withsa ety, ,„ j J {^. ^^ ^ ■ ^j^ ^1 
ynuU observe that) you should not ^^ ^^ „,^;^^ j,„,„i^^L But tf, 
postpone the cer^">ouy. ^y a U,x inconvenience to our- 

Give this matter your most se- J, „« could relieve our friend 
nous consideration, PttncUho is ^ ^ greater, the refusal of sueh 
out of doors the momont yo.. are ^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^ 
outofyourtathtrshouse Iknow worthy of the name of friend: nor 
how justly severe you have been ^ouldladmitsuchaone.not wen 
UDon those inexcusaWe creatures j^ ^ outen»o.« fold of my heart, 
whose giddiness, aiidteven want of . .r •• 

decency, have made them, in the I am well aware that this isyonr 
same hour as I may say, leap from opinion of friendship « as well as 
a parentis window to a busoaud's mine : for I owe the distinction to 
bed — but considering Lovelace^s j^ou, upon a certain occasion ; and 
character, I repeat my opinion, it saved me from a very great in- 
that y:our reputation in the eye of convenience, as you must needs 
the world requires that no delay remember. But you were always 
be made in this point when once for making excuses for other 
you are in his power. people, in cases wbereinyou would 
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or ai;u^Qn4ay before his time of you what I should do in your c&se 
appointidient takes, place, will (supposingyou will still refuse my 
come in a cbariot, or chaise: and offer; finding too, what yon 
then, my ddar^ if wie get off as I, have been brought or rather 
wish, will we nqiake terms (and, driven to, without it); lest any 
what terms we pleUde)' with them evil should follow it: in which cusC) 
all. My mother wiltfl^e glad to I should never forgive myself. 
receive her daughter a^il^Cl war- [And this consideration has added 
rant : and Hickman will b^y^for to my difficulties in writing to you 
joy on my return; or he shall for now you are upon such a cnsis, 
sorrow* \ ahd yet reiuse tne only method — 

But you are so very earnestly j butTsaid, I would not for the pre- 
angry with me for proposing such sent touch any more that string. 
a step , and have always so much - Yet, one word morq , chide me if 
to say for your side of any ques-|you please: if any harm betide 
tion, that I am afraid to urge it I you I shall for* ever blame my 
further. — Only be so good (let, mother — indeed I shall — and 



me add) as to encourage me to 
resume it, if, upon further consi- 
deration, and upon weighing mat 



perhaps yourself, if you do not 
accept of my offer. 
But one thing, in your present 



ters weil (and in this light, whether , situation and prospects , let me 
best to go off with tne, or with 'advise: it is this, thatifyou(/ogo 
Lovelace J you can get over your I off with Mr. Lovelace, you take 
punctilious regard ror my reputa- 1 the first opportunity to many, 
tion. A woman going away with I Why should you not ? when every 
a woman is not so discreditable a body will know by toAfiS€ assistance, 
thing, surely I and with no view, I and in whose eompsmj , you leave 
but 10 avoid the fellows I — 1 say, 'your father's house, go whitherso- 
only be so good as to consider this , ever you will? ~ You may indeed 
point ; and if yon can get over : keep him at a distance , until set- 
your scruples on my account, do. | tlemeuts are drawn, and suchlike 
And so I will have done with this 'matters are adjusted to your mind: 
argument for the pi*e8ent; and j but even these are matters of less 
apply myself to some of the pas- consideration in your particular 



eases in yours. 
A time, I hope, will come, that 



case, than they would be in that of 
most others : and first, because^ be 



] shall be able to read your affect- j his other faults what they will, 
ing narratives without that im- nobody thinks him an ungenerous 
patient bitterness, which now boils, man: next because the possession 
over in my heart , and would flow j of your estate must be given up to 
to tny pen, were I to enter into the you as soon as y our cousin Morden 
particulars of what you write, comes; who, as your trustee, will 
And indeed I am afraid of giving see it done; and done upon proper 
you my advice at all, or of telling terms: 3dly, because tnere is no 
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want of fortune on bis 8icler'4tbiy, 



I need not, I am svae^ make a 
stronger plea to you. 



You say , in excuse for my mo- 
ther, (what my fervent love for 
my friend very ill brooks) that we 
ou^ht not to blame any one for not 
domg what she has an option to 
do, or to let alone. This, in cases 
of friendship, would admit of very 
strict discussion. If the thing re- 
quested be of <7rea/er consequence, 



because J all bis faraiiy value you, 
and are extremely desirous that 
you sbould be their relation : 5tbly, 
because he makes no scruple of ac- 
cepting you without conditious. 
Vou see bow be has always defied 
your relations [I, for my own part, 
can forgive him for the fault: nor 
know 1 , if it be not a noble one] : 
and I dare say, he would rather 
call you Ms J without a shilling, 
than t ' 1 .• -.• ^- .. 

whom 
to love 

laSons'' cannot make his proud • "1^'^' .f'"^"""S'nig?t ^ 

spirit submit to owe any favour to . ^ *'>'' »* ^•?^*^ ^^.^ ^ V^^ venture to 
^^^ -^ j say , a selfish thinff m us to ask a 

favour of a friend wnich would sub- 



my absolute opinion, that, if you '^^ *^*^«<^ *<> ,^« relieved, 
///withdraw w^th him (and in that i'^l"*'*?^, 1">"}^,' '? ^^^ <^1. 
case you must let him be judge, *<-''«»» his friend, by his oton selfish 
when he can leaveyou with safety f »">?'«. .''»«•» ""ch belter rewon, 

y,.u'U observe Ihut) yon should not *".'''^"y ^""' »°'' <*«»?'»« ''tV^J 
postpone the ceremony. ship so »,ere/i, nominal. But if, 

Give this matter your rao8t se- ^l * '«*" inconvenience to our- 
rious consideration; Punctilio is S?'^''*' "« could relieve our friend 
out of doors the momont yo.i are *'T *5"-««^%' the refusal of such 
out ofyour father's house. Iknow * favour "nakea the refuser ua- 

Low justly severe you have been ^T^7lJJ %'"'°'u "^^"""""i' n<»' 
npon those inexcusable creatures !'0'»WI*<in»tt8Uchaone.notOT«» 
wliose giddiness, andfeven want of "*'* *''^ o«ten»o.« fold of my heart, 
decency, have made them, in the I am well aware that this is yonr 
same hour as I may say, leap from o]>inion of friendship, as well as 
'indow to abusbiiud's mine: for I owe the distinction to 



a parent's windo' 

bed — bat considering Lovelace's you, upon a cerfouii occasion; and 
character, I repeat my opinion, it saved me from a very great in- 
that your reputation in the eye of convenience, as you must needs 
the world requires that no delay remember. But you were always 
be made in ihin point when once for making excuses for oOter 
you are in his power. people, incases whereinyoawoald 
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or oQ^l^on^ay before his time of you what I should do in your case 
appointed ent takes, place, will (supposingyou will still refuse my 
come in a chariot, or chaise: and offer; finding too, what you 
then, my dear-) if wje get off as I, have been brought or rather 
wish, will we n^al^e terms (and, driven to, without it); lest any 
what terms we pleli^V ^i^b them evil should fallow it: in which case, 
all. My mother witter l{e glad to I should never forgive myself. 
receive her daughter agii^n I war- [And this consideration has added 
rant : and Hickman will Isi'y^for to my difiiculties in writing to you 
joy on my return; or he shall for now you are upon such a cnsis, 
sorrow. \ ahd yet refuse tne only method — 

But you are so very earnestly i but rsaid, I would not for the pre- 
angry with me for proposing such sent touch any more that striB^. 
a step , and have always so much ' Yet, one word more i chide me if 
to say for your side of any ques-'you please: if any harm betide 
tion, that I am afraid to urge it i you I shall for* ever blame my 
further. — Only be so good (let, mother — indeed I shall — and 



me add) as to encourage me to 
resume it, if, upon further consi- 
deration, and upon weighing mat- 



perhaps yourself, if you do not 
accept of mv offer. 
But one thing, in your present 



ters wctl (and in ^> light, whether, situation and prospects, let me 
best to go off with tne, or with 'advise: it is this, thatifyouc/oeo 
Lovelace J you can get over your | off with Mr. Lovelace, you taSe 
punctilious regard tor my reputa- 1 the first opportunity to many, 
tion. A woman going away with 1 Why should you not ? when every 
SL woman is not so discreditable a body will know by t(7Ar>5£ assistance, 
thing, surely! and with no view 'and in trAo.ve company, you leave 
but 10 auoid the fellows I — 1 say ,! your father's house, go whitherso- 
only be so good as to consider this , ever you will? — You may indeed 
point; and if yon can get over j keep him at a distance , until set- 
your scruples on my account, do. jtlemeuts are drawn, and suchlike 
And sol will have done with this 'matters are adjusted to your mind: 
argument for the present; and j but even these are matters of less 
apply myself to some of the pas- consideration in your particular 



sages m yours. 
A time, I hope, will come, that 



case, than they would be in that of 
most others : and first, because, be 



J shall be able to read your affect- ibis other faults what they will, 
ing narratives without that im- nobody thinks him an ungenerous 
patient bitterness, which now boils, man: next because the possession 
over in my heart , and would flow j of your estate must be given up to 
to my pen, were I to enter into the jyou as soon as your cousin Morden 
particulars of what you write.! comes; who, as your trustee, will 
And indeed I am afraid of giving see it done ; and done upon proper 
you my advice at all, or of telling 'terms: 3dly, because mere is no 
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want of fortune on bis 8idet-4th!y, 
because J all bis family value you, 
and are exti'emely desirous that 
you should be their relatioo : 5tbly, 
because he tn&kea no scruple of ae- 
eepting you without conditious. 
You see how be has always defied 
your relations [I, for my own part, 
can forgive him for the fault: nor 
know 1 , if it be not a noble one] : 
and I dare say, he would rather 
call you Msy without a shilling, 



I need not, I am sure , make a 
stronger plea to you. 

You say , in excuse for my mo- 
ther, (what my fervent love for 
my friend very ill brooks) that we 
ou^ht not to blame any one for not 
doing what she has an option to 
do, or to let alone. This, in cases 
of friendship, would admit of very 
strict discussion. If the thing re- 
quested be of <7r6a/er consequence, 



than be un.ler obligation to those !<»' ^H" °^ ««1^' *« *•»« Sf«»5 
whom he hM full 1. little reason T^''S"»> *uJ »t were, m the old 
to tore , as ti.ey have to love him. I P'""*?* ^ '*J '" '"'" ° ^*''."» »«' "/ 
You have heail that his own re- ! "»« f""^ 'J'."" '" P"' A •"'" °"« * 
latious cannot make his nrond^"' soraet'inS- "J'Sl"* b« •«»<». - 

spirit submit to owe any favour to, ^"y- '* '*??'^ J".*' ^ 1'" venture to 
.r -^ say, a eeliish thmff m us to ask a 

For all these reasons, I think, favour of a friend wTiich would sub- 
Tou may the less st^iud upon pre- jectthatfiiend to the^meor ejuai 
Vious settlemeuts. It is therefore "'«>"vemence as that from wfiieh 
my absolute opinion, that, if you 'l^ ^"^^'"^ *° ,^« '^''^yef The 
rf/withdraw with him (and in tTiat f *1"««*?'', 1">"}'^.^ '? «^»>» <5«'l. 
case you must let hi,,, beju.lge, te'ich his fnend, by his «a,n selfish 
when he can leaveyou with safety f a™P>e. ."ifh much better reason, 
y.-,u-U «6«,«;« rW) you should nS *°.^''"y ''""• f'"^ *•«??'•« "tV^J 
postpone the ceremony. f''''? »» "'^f'^ nominal. But if, 

^ Give this matter your moat se- ^l * '""• "'Cf "^en-ence to onr- • 
rious consideration; Punctilio is fj^''^^ we could relieve our friend 

out of doors the moment you ai-e iT^Z i''.'"^- tiff '"?'°^™°^ 
outofyourfathcr'shoBse.'lknow "JT'f^t *•>« f.f""^' ^^ 
how justly severe you have been ''T})?,''!}^'"'"'^ of friend: nor 
nnon those inexcusable ereatiires would I admit such a one, not eWM 
T^^M^lTM:^:i^:tof ^^ »•»« o«*em<,.,<foldof myheart. 
decency, have made them, in the I am well aware that this is your 
same hour as I may say, leap from oi)inion of friendship, as well as 
a parent's window to abusoaud's mine: for I owe the distinction to 
bed — but considering Lovelace's ^ou, upon a certain occasion ; and 
character, I repeat my opinion, it saved me from a very great in- 
tbat y:our reputation in the eye of convenience, as you must needs 
the world requires that no delay remember. But you were always 
be made in this point when once for making excuses for other 
you are in his po wer . people, in cases wbereinyou would 
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or a^^l^on^ay before his. time of you what I should do in your case 
appointtident takes, place, will (supposingyou will still refuse my 
come in a cbariot, or chaise: and offer; finding too, what you 
then, my dear-) if we get off as i, have been brought or rather 
wish, will we n^ake terms (and, driven to, without it); lest any 
what terms we pleUde)' with them evil should follow it: in which case, 
all. My mother wilt^fl^e glad to I should never forgive myself. 
receive her daughter agip^Cl war- [And this consideration has added 
rant : and Hickman will 'l;iy for to my difiicnlties in writing to yoo 
joy on my return; or he shall for now you are upon such a cnsis, 
sorrow. I and yet refuse tne only method — 

But you are so very earnestly i but Tsaid, I would not for the pre- 
angry with me for proposing such | sent touch any more that string, 
a step, and have always so much 'Yet, one Word morq, chide me if 
to say for your side of any ques-'you please: if any harm betide 
tion, that I am afraid to urge it i you I shall for' ever blame my 
further. — Only be so good (let , mother — indeed I shall — and 

perhaps yourself, if you do not 
accept of my offer. 



me add) as to encourage me to 
resume it, if, upon further consi- 
deration, and upon weighing mat- 



But one thing, in your present 



ters weil (and in thts light, whether , situation and prospects , let me 
best to go off with tne^ or with advise: it is this, thatifyou(/oeo 
Lovelace, you can get over your, off with Mr. Lovelace, you take 
punctilious regard tor my reputa- 1 the first opportunity to many, 
tion. A woman going away with 1 Why should you not ? when every 
& woman is not so discreditable a' body willknow by toAris^ assistance, 
thing, surely! and with no view, land in u7Ao.«e company, you leave 
but to avoid the fellows I — 1 say ,' your father's house, go whitherso- 
only be so good as to consider this , ever you will? ~ You may indeed 
point; and if yon can get over j keep him at a distance, until set- 



your scruples on my account, do. jtlemeuts are drawn, and suchlike 
And so I will have done with this 'matters are adjusted to your mind: 
argument for the pi*e8ent; and | but even these are matters of less 
apply myself to some of the pas- consideration in your particular 



sages m yours. 
A time, I hope, will come, that 



case, than they would be in that of 
most others : and first, brcausey be 



J shall be able to read your affect- j his other faults what they will, 
ing narratives without that im- nobody thinks him an ungenerous 
patient bitterness, which now boils, man: next because the possession 
over in my heart , and would flow j of your estate must be given up to 
to my pen, were I to enter into the you as soon as your cousin Morden 



particulars of what you write 
And indeed I am afraid of giving 
you my advice at all , or of telling 



comes; who, as your trustee, will 
see it done ; and done upon proper 
terms: 3dly, because mere is no 
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I need not, I am sore, make a 
stronger plea to you. 

You say , in excuse for mj mo- 
ther, (what my fervent love for 
my friend very ill brooks) that we 
ou^ht not to ulameany one for not 
domg what she has an o^ioa to 
do, or to let alone. This, m cases 
of friendship, would admit of very 
strict discussion. If the thing re- 
quested be of <7r6a/er consequence, 



want of fortune on his 8idcY^4th1y, 
because ^ all bis family value you, 
and are exti'emely desirous that 
you sbouldbetheirrelation: 5thly, 
because he makes no scruple of ae- 
cepting you without conditious. 
You see how he has always defied 
your relations [I, for my own part, 
can forgive him for the fault: nor 
know 1 , if it be not a noble one] : 
and I dare say, he would rather 
call you his, without a shilling?, - r - i ^^ 4.u - 

tbani, under obligation to tAZ.ry^^.^^ Tit'JL^L JJf^w 
whom he has Mils little renson T^'^'*"' a"J it were, as the old 

to lore , as ti.ey have to love him. i P'''*?« ^ 'h '" '«** ° '*°."' ""' "/ 
You have heara, that his own re-!""« fnend»£.,U to putitmtoone s 

Utious cannot 'make his proud'"'"' .»°'"«*^'"S"J'Sl'*'^''"'*-r 
spirit submit to owe any fovour to, ^"y- " """ft ^■' ^ "'" '«"ture to 
fK^j^ jsay , a selnsh thing m us to ask a 

Fo^ all these reasons, I think, f»vow of a friend wTueh would sab- 
vou may the less stiiud uoon nre- je<5t that friend to the Jiome or «o«oi 
Vrous se-Ulem^ .s U ^"tK^r.lore '"TTT^T "^ '^i- '™? "fe'' 
my absolute opinion, that, if you "Iwi^'^J? U '-''^I^f- ^''^ 
rf« withdraw w^th him (and in that ^^M I* f Th .' v **"' *^1' 
case you must let him beju.lge, teach h.s friend, by his ««,« selfish 
when he can leaveyou with safety f a"»Ple. with much heller reason, 

«■•.«•// ,.hse,ve tha,) yon should nS ♦°.'*'^"y ■"'"• ?"*• •^''W "^'f^i 
•^ i. ^ 4.Uv> ..« ^ \. « ship so merelu uommal. But if, 

postpone the ceremony. ^ ^ , inconvenience to our' • 

Give this matter your most se- J, we could relieve our friend 
nous consideration, . Punctilio is . ' areaier the refusal of flnph 
out of doors the moment you are "oma^nea/er, tne retusal ot such 

: £ r,*i » 1 ^ ^ *^ii, a favour makes the refuser un- 
out ofyour fathers house. Iknow worthy of the name of friend: nor 
how justly severe you have been ^ould^I admit suchaone, notOT«S 
upon those inexcusable creatures j..,„Vt.-, ... __ ..* ij .* Jt u ^ 
wLse giddiness, and-Weii want of '"**> ^^^ outemo.«foldof myheart. 

decency, have made them, in the I am well aware that this is your 
same hour as I may say, leap from oi)inion of friendship, as well as 
a parent's window to a busl)iiud's mine : for I owe the distinction to 
bed — but considering Lovelace's ^ou, upon a certain occasion ; and 
character, I repeat my opinion, it saved me from a very great in- 
tbat your reputcuion in the eye of convenience, as you must needs 
the world requires that no delay remember. But you were always 
be made in this point when once for making excuses^ for other 
you are in his power. people, in cases wherein you would 
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or asf^^on^SLj before his time of you what I should do in your case 
appointi^ient takes, place, will (supposing you will still refuse my 
come in a chariot, or chaise: and offer; finding too, what you 
then, my dear-) if wie get off as I, have been brought or rather 
wish, will we n^ake terms (and, driven to, without it); lest any 
what terms we ple'kd^)' with them evil should follow it: in which case, 
all. My mother wilt-rl^e glad to I should never forgive myself, 
receive her daughter a^ip^n I war- [And this consideration has added 
rant: and Hickman will bi'y^for to my difiiculties in writing to you 
joy on my return; or he shall fort now you are upon such a cnsis, 
sorrow. \ and yet refuse tne only method — 

But you are so very earnestly ; butTsaid, I would not for the pre- 
angry with me for proposing such j sent touch any more that string, 
a step , and have always so much ' Yet, one word more , chide me if 
to say for your side of any ques-|you please: if any harm betide 
tion, that I am afraid to urge it I you I shall for' ever blame my 
further. — Only be so good (let , mother — indeed I shall — and 



me add^ as to encourage me to 
resume it, if, upon further consi- 
deration, and upon weighing mat- 



perhaps yourself, if you do not 
accept of mv offer. 
But one thing, in your present 



ters weil (and in ^9 light, whether, situation and prospects, let me 
best to go off with f/7e, or with 'advise: it is this, thatifyouc/ogo 
Lovelace J you can get over your, off with Mr. Lovelace, you take 
punctilious regard lor my reputa- 1 the first opportunity to many, 
tion. A woman going away with 1 Why should you not ? when every 
a, woman is not so discreditable a body will know by toAos^ assistance, 
thing, surely! and with no view, land in u^Ao.ve company, you leave 
but 10 avoid the fellows! — 1 say ,! your father*s house, go whitherso- 
only be so good as to consider this , ever you will? — You may indeed 
point ; and if yon can get over j keep him at a distance , until set- 
your sciniples on my account, do. jtlemeuts are drawn, and suchlike 
And so I will have done with this 'matters are adjusted to your mind: 
argument for the pi*e8ent; and j but even these are matters of less 
apply myself to some of the pas- consideration in your particular 
sages in yours. case, than they would be in that of 

A time, I hope, will come, that most others : and first, brcauscy be 
] shall be able to read your affect- j his other faults what they will, 
ing narratives without that im- nobody thinks him an ungenerous 
patient bitterness, which now boils, man: next because the possession 
over in my heart , and would flow | of your estate must be given up to 
to my pen, were I to enter into the i you as soon as your cousin Morden 
'lars of what you write. {comes; who, as your trustee, wiU 
' ed I am afraid of giving see it done ; and done upon proper 
iviccatall, or of telling i terms: 3dly, because mere is no 
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want of fortune on his 8ide^'4thly, 
because^ all bis famiiy value you, 
ahd are extremely desirous that 
you should be their relatioo : 5th ly, 
because he makes no scruple of ae- 
Gepting you without conditious. 
Y on see how he has always defied 
your relations [I, for my own part, 
can forgive him for the fault: nor 
know I y if it be not a noble one] : 
and 1 dare say, he would rather 
call you kis^ without a shilling, 



I need not, I am sure , make a 
stronger plea to you. 

You say, in excuse for my mo- 
ther, (what my fervent love for 
my friend very ill brooks) that we 
ou^ht not to blame any one for not 
domg what she has an option to 
do, or to let alone. This, in cases 
of friendship, would admit of very 
strict discussion. If the thing re- 
quested be of <7r6a/er consequence, 



than beumler obligation to thosei"' «r° "^ '«"«f' *« *•»« fif"»5 
whom he has full Is little reason T^*"*'"' auJ»twere, astheoW 
to lore , as tl.ey have to love him. I ?'""*!« ^ 'h "» '«** " ^*''."» "«< o,f 
You have heara, that his own re-l"»* f'"^»J<."'' '" P'^tU'nto one's 
latious cannot make his proud 'J^"' aometh.ng. might be said. - 

spirit submit to owe any favour to > ''J'' " '''??'^ J".*.' ^ V^^ venture to 
l^fo. j say, a selfish thing in us to ask a 

For all these reasons, I think, ^vo,,rof a friend wTiichwouldsub- 
Tou mav the less stjiud upon pre- Je^^t thatfnendtothe»anieor«nua/ 
Vions settlements. It is ther.fore «'«>"vemence as that from wfiieh 
my absolute opinion, that, if you *^ ''«^«<' ^ ^ relieved. The 
rf« withdraw w^th him (and in tliiat f ^"^1*?% T'"''}^,^ '? ♦1»'3 «^e. 
case you must let him beju.lge, t^-ach his friend, by his own selfish 
when he can leaveyou with safety f ^a^P'e. with much hejter reason, 
«„u'U ul,se,ve thu) yon sl.ouiU not ♦"''"'^ ''""• ?°<^ despise a friend- 
postpone the ceremony. «■"? "? "'^f'^ nominal. But if, 
^ Give this matter your most se- ^.J" '""• "'7"venience to our- • 
rions consideration Punctilio is ««l^e8' we Could relieve OUT friend 
ouUf'ZK m"o'm;nT5ora e 'rZT"'^ t'^^f'^^'of ««'* 
out of your father's honae-'lknow ti^t.^.T!^*' ^Hf-^T "*' 
bow justly severe you have been Z^'^^VJ^^^J^^'u """«"''•■ "<»' 
npon those inexcusable creatures T?^!! ^ *"?* m I' ""1*'S' 
wliose giddiness, andieven want of "***> **'^ o«termo.« fold of my heart. 

decency, have made them, in the I am well aware that this is your 
same hour as I may say, leap from o()inion of friendship, as well as 
a parent's window to a husband's miue: for I owe the distinction to 
bed — but considering Lovelace's you, upon a certain occasion ; and 
character, I repeat my opinion, it saved me from a very great in* 
that your repuiatiim in the eye of convenience, as you must needs 
the world requires that no delay remember. But you were always 
be made in ihis point when once for making excuses for '" 
you are in his power. people, in cases whereinyon' 

26* 
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not haye allowed of one for yow' 
ulf. 

I must own , that were these ez- 
eoses for a friend's indifference, or 
denial, made by any body but 
you, in a case of such vast impor- 
tance to herself, and of so compa- 
rative a small one to those for 
whose protection she would be 
thought to wish ; I, who amfor ever, 
as you hare often remarked , en- 
deavouring to trace effects to their 
causes, should be ready to suspect, 
that there was a latent, unowned 
inclination, which balanciDg, or 
Preponderating rather, made the 
issue of the alternative (however 
important) sit more lightly upon 
the excuser's mind than she cared 
to own. 

You will undersland me, my 
dear. But if you do not, it may 
be as well forme; fori am afraid 
J shall have it from you, for but 
starting such a notion, or giving a 
hint, which perhaps, as you did 
once in another case, you will re- 
primandingly call, "Not being 
able to forego the ostentation (? 
sagacity, though at the expense of 
that tenderness which is due to 
friendship and charity." 

What signifies owning a fault 
without mending it, you'll say? — 
Very true, my dear. But yoii 
know I ever was a saucy creature 
-^ ever stood in need of great al- 
lowances. — And I remember like- 
wise that I ever had them from my 
dear Clarissa. Nor do I doubt 
f ""'r you know how much 

it be possible, more 

'ove you I Believe 

id, in consequence 



of that belief, you will be able to 
judge, how much I am affected by 
your present distressful and criti- 
cal situation;, which will not suf- 
fer me to pass by without a censure 
even thkt philosophy of temper in 
your own cause, which you have 
not in another's, and which all that 
know you ever admired you for. 

From this critical ana distress- 
ful situation, it shall be my hoiuly 
prayers, that you may be delivered 
without blemish to that fnir fame, 
which has hitherto, likey our heart, 
been unspotted. 

With this prayer, twenty times 
' repeated, concludes 
J Your ever affectionate 

i Anna Howe. 

I hurried'Jmyself in writing 
this; and I nurry Robin away 
with it, that in a situation so 
very critical , you may have all 
the time possible to consider 
what I have written, upon two 
. points 'SO vei^ important. I will 
repeat them m a very few words : 

" Whetheryou choose not ra- 
ther to go off with one oi your 
own sex; with your Anna Howk 
— than with one of Ihe o/Aer; 
with Mr. Lovelace?" 

Anfl if no/, 

'* Whether you shohld not 
marry him as soon as possible ? " 

LETTER LXXXyn. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

[The preening teller not received.] 
Saturday afternoon. 

Already have I an ecstatic an- 
swer, as 1 may call it, to my letter. 
*'He promises compliance with 
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my will in every article: approves 
of all 1 propose; particularly of 
the private lod^ng: and thinks it 
a happy expedient to obviate the 
censures of the busy and the un- 
reflecting: and yet he hopes, that 
the putting myself into -the pro- 
tection of either of his aunts 
(treated as I am treated) would be 
tar from being looked upon by any 
body in a disreputable light. But 
every thing I enjoin or resolve 
upon must, ne says, be right, not 
only with respect to my present 
but future reputation : with regard 
to which he hopes so to behave 
himself, as to be allowed to be, next 
to myself, more properly solicitous 
than any body. He will only as- 
sure me, that his whole family are 
extremely desirous to take advan- 
tftge of the persecutions I labour 
uuder, to make their court and 
endear themselves to me, by their 
best and most cheerful services: 
happy, if they can in any measure 
contribute to my present freedom 
and future happiness. 

** He will this afternoon, he says, 
write to Lord M. and to Lady 
Betty and Lady Sarah , that he is 
now within view of bein^ the hap- 
piest man in the world, if it be not 
nis own fault; sinee the only wo- 
man upon earth that can make 
him so , will be soon out of danger 
of being another man*s ; and can- 
not possibly prescribe any terms 
to him that he shall not think it 
his duty to comply with. 

^'He flatters himself now (my 
last letter confirming my resolu- 
tion) that be can be in no apprehen- 
sion of my changing my mind, 



unless my friends change their 
manner of acting by me ; which he 
is too sure they will not.* And 
now will all his relations who take 
stich a kind and generous 8har6 
in his interests, glory and pride 
themselves in the prospects he has 
before him." 

Thus artfully does he hold me 
to it. 

**As to fortune, he begs of me 
not to be solicitous on that score: 
that his own estate is sufficient for 
us both: not a nominal , but a realy 
two thousand pounds per annum,^ 
equivalent to some estates reputed 
a third more: that it never was 
encumbered: that he is clear of 
the world , both as to book and 
bond debts; thanks, perhaps, to 
hiHpnde^ more than to his virtue: 
that Lord M. more9ver resolves to 
settle upon him a thousand pounds 
per annum on his nuptials. And 
to this, he will have it , his Lord- 
ship is instigated more by motives 
of justice than of generosity; as he 
must consider it was but an equi- 
valent for an estate which he had 
fot possession of, to which liis (Mr. 
iOvelace*s) mother had better 
pretensions. That his Lordship 
also proposed to give him up 
either his seat in Hertfordshire,.or 
that in Lancashire , at his own or 
atliis wife's option, especially if 1 
am the person. All. which it will 
be in my power to see done, and 
proper settlements drawn, before I 

* Well he might be 90 sure, when he 
had the art to play them off, by his oor- 
vupted agent , and to mftke them all Join 
to promote his views unknown to th 
selves ; as is shewn in some of hir 
ceding letters. 
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enter into any fnrther engnige* 
ments with him; if I will nave 
it so." 

He Bays, '*That I need not^be 
under any solicitude as io apparel: 
all immediate occasions of that 
tort will be most cheerfully sup- 
plied by the ladies of his family: 
as my others shall, with the great- 
est pride and pleasure (if I will 
allow him that honour) by him- 
self. 

He assures me, "That I shall 
govern him aslplease with regard 
to an;^ thing in Tun power, towards 
effecting a reconciliation with my 
friends n* A point he kujows my 
heart is set upon. 

He is afraid, '^That the time 
will hardly allow of his procuring 
Miss Charlotte Montague's atten- 
dance upon me, at St. Alban^s , as 
he had proposed she should; be- 
caose, he understandsi, she keeps 
her chamber with a violent cold 
and sore throat. But both she and 
her sister, the first moment she is 
able to go abroad, shall visit me 
at my private lodgings; and in- 
troduce me to Lady^arah and 
Lady Betty, or those ladies to me, 
as I shall choose; and accompany 
me to town , if I please ; and stay 
as lone in it with me, as I shall 
think fit to stay there. 

*'Lord M. will also^, at my own 
time, and in my own manner, (that 
is to say, either publicly or pri- 
vately) make me, a visit. And, for 
his own part, when he has seen me 
in safety, eitner in their protection, 

or?'~ ^^ ""VBy I prefer, he will 

Ir yt attempt to visit 

1 permission. 



''He had thoughts onee, he 
says, on hearing of his cousin 
Charlotte*s indispositin, to have 
engaged his cousin Patty's at- 
tendance upon me, either ip or 
about the neighbouring village, or 
at St. Alban's: but that she is a 
low-spirited, timorous girl, and 
would but the more have per- 
plexed us." 

So, my dear, the enterprise 
requires courage and bi^h spirits, 
you. seel — And indeed it does! — 
What am I about to do I 

He hin»elf , it is plain, thinks it 
necessai'y that I should be ac- 
companied by one of my own sex. 
— He might, at least, have pro- 

{>osed the woman of one of the 
adies of his family. — Lord bless 

me !t- What am i about to do V* 
* « « 

After all, as far as I have gone, 
I know not but I may still recede: 
and if I do, a nF>ortal quarrel I sup- 
pose will ensue. — And what if it 
does? — Could there be any way 
to escape this Solmes, a breach 
with Lovelace might make way 
for the single life to take place, 
which I so much ^prefer: ana then 
I would defy the sex. For I see 
nothing but trouble and vexation 
that they bring upon ours: and 
when once entered, one.is obliged 
to go on with them, treading, with 
tender feet, upon thorns, and 
sharper thorns, to the end of a 
painful journey. 

What to do I know not. The 
more 1 think , the more I am em- 
barrassed! — And the stronger 
will be my doubts as the appointed 
time draws near. 
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Bat I will jgo down , and take a ■ 
little turn m the j^arden; and' 
deposit this, and his letters, all 
but the two last, which I will in- 
close in my next, ifi have oppor- 
tunity to write another. 

Meantime, my dear friend — 
But what can I desire you to pray 
for? — Adieu then! — Let me 
only say — adieu! 

LETTER LXXXVni. 
Milt Clarissa Harlowe to Mias Howe. 

[In answer to letter xlii.] 

Sunday morning, April 9. 

Do not think, my beloved friend, 
although you have given me in 
yours of yesterday a severer in- 
stance of what, nevertheless,, 1 
must eill your impartial love, than 
ever yet I received from vou, that 
I will be displeased with you for 
it. That would be to put myself 
into the inconvenient situation of 
royalty: that is to say, out of the 
way of ever beins told of my 
faullJB ; of ever mending them ; and 
in the way of making the sincerest 
and wannest friendship useless to 
me. 

And then how brightly, how 
nobly glows in your bosom the 
sacred flame of niendship; since 
it can make you ready to impute 
to the unhappy sufferer a less 
degree of warmth in her own cause, 
than you have for her, because she 
endeavours to divestherself of m//" 
so far as to leave to others the 
option which they have a right to 
make! — Ought I, my dear, to 
blame, ought i not rather to ad- 
mire you for this ardour? 



40> 

But nevertheless, lest you should 
think that there is any foundation 
for a surmise which (although ft 
owe its rise to your friendship) 
would, if th ere were ; leave me utter- 
ly inexcusable ; I must, in justice jbo 
myself, declare, thatlknowtiot my 
own heart if I have any of that 
latent or vnoumedinclination^'whiqh. 
you would impute to any otHer^ut 
me. Nor does the important alter' 
native sit lightly on my mind. And 
yet I must excuse your mother, 
were it but on this single con- 
sideration that I could not presume 
to reckon upon her favour, as I 
could uponAer dauahter^s, so as to 
make the claim of mendsnip upon 
hery to whom , as the mother of my 
dearest friend, a veneration is 
owin^, which can hardly be com- 
patible with that sweet lamiliarity 
which is one of the indispensable 
requisites of the sacred tie by which 
your heart and mine are bound in 
one. 

What therefore I might expect 
from Tuy Anna Howe, I ought not 
from her mother; for would it not 
be very strange, that a person of 
her experience should be reflected 
upon because she save not up her 
ovm judgment, where the conse- 
quence of her doin^ so would be 
to embroil herselfT as she ap- 

firehends, with a family she has 
ived well with , and in behalf of a 
child against her parents? — As 
she has moreover a daughter of 
her own: -^ a daughter too, give 
me leave to say, of whose vivacity 
and charming spirits she is more 
apprehensive than she need to be 
because her truly maternal car 
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make her fear more from her ^outA, I How often', my dear, have you 
than she hopes from her/>rt<a^(!e;j and I endeavoured to detect and 
which nevertheless she and all the censure this partial spirit in 
world know to he beyond her 'others? 

years. I But I know von do not always 

And here let me add, that what- content yoursefr with saying what 

ever yon mav generonsly , and as I you think m&yjiistly be said; but 

th6 result or an ardent affection > in order to shew the extent of f 



a 



Eenetration which can so to the 
ottom of any subject, oelight to 
say or to write all that can be said 
or voritten^ or even thought^ on the 
particular' occasion; and this 

i)artly perhaps from beins desirous 
pardon me, my dear!] to be 
thought mistress of a sagacity 
that IS aforehand with events. But 
who would wish to drain off or 
dry u^ a refreshing current, be- 
cause it now and then puts us to 
some little inconvenience by its 
overflowings? In other words, who 
would not allow for the liveliness 
of a spirit which for one painfdl 
sensibility gives an hundred 
pleasurable ones? And the on^ in 
consequence of the other f 

But now I come to the two 

points in your letter, which most 

sensibly concern me: thus you put 

them ; 

" Whether I choose not rather 

to go off fshocking words!] 

with one or my own sex; with 

my Anna Howb — than with 

one of the o/Adr; with Wb:. 

LOVBLACB?" 

And if nof, 
**, Whether I should not marry 

him as soon as possible? *' 
You know, niy dear, my reasons 
art 2 to make mv i for rej^ctin^ your proposal, and 
, in the sense or even for being earnest that yon 
il plea to me ? should not be kno^p to be assisting 



for your unhappy ftiend, urge on 
this head, in my behalf, or harshly 
against anj one who may refuse 
me protection in the extraordinary 
circumstances I find myself in; I 
have some pleasure, in being able 
to curb undue exj)ectations upon 
my indulgent friends, whatever 
were to befal myself from those 
circumstances; for I should be 
extremeW mortified, were I by my 
selfish forwardness to give oc- 
casion for such a check , as to be 
told that I had encouraged an un- 
reasonable hope; or, according 
to the phrase you mention, wished 
to take a thorn ouf of my own foot, 
and to put it into that of my friend. 
Nor should I be better pleased 
with myself, if, bavins been 
taught by my good Mrs. Norton, 
that the best of schools is that of 
affUctiony I should rather learn im- 
patience than the contrary, by the 
lessons I am obliged to ^et by 
heart in it; and ifl shoulcf judge 
of the merits of others ^ as they wisre 
Jdnd to 77?e; and that at the ex- 
pense of their own convenience or 
peace of mind. For is not this to 
suppose myself ever in the right : 
and all who do not act as I woula j 
h' perpetually in the j 
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of withdrawing from my unkind 
friends, what could you have to 
say for yourself, were yoij, tx) 
abandon a mother so tnaulgerUf 
Does she suspect that your fervent 
friendship may lead you to a small 
indiscretion? and does this susj^i- 
cion offend y ou ? And would you 
in resentment, shew her and the 
world, that you can voluntarily 
rush into the highest en*or that any 
of our sex can be euiity of? 

And is it worthy of your ge- 
nerosity JI ask you, my dear, is 
it?] to uimk of taking so undutiful 
a step, because you believe your 
mother would be glad to receive 
you again? 

I do assure you, that were I to 
take this step myself, I would run 
all risks ratner than you should 
accompany me in it. Have I , do 
you think , a desire to double and 
treble my own fault in the eye of 
the world? In the eye of that 
world, which, cruelly as I am used 
(not knowing all), would not acquit 
met 

Bat, my dearest, kindest friend, 
let me teU you, that we will neither 
of us take such a step. The 
manner of putting your questions 
abundantly convmces me, that I 
ought not, in your opinion, to o/- 



to me in an enterprise in which a , I shall so take it ; and I thank jou 
cruel necessity induced me to | for the equally polite and forcible 
think of engaging; and for which | conviction. 
you have not the same plea. At ; It h some satisfaction yto |me 
this rate, ^e// might your mother; (taking the matter in this light) 
he uneasy at our con^espondence, ' that I had begun to waver before 
not knowing to what inconvenien- \ I received your last. And now I 
ces it might subject her and you I — jtell you, that it has absolutely 
If /am hardly excusable to think • determined me not to go off; at 

^ least not to-morrow. 

If ^ou, my dear, think, the issue 
of the alternative (to use your own 
words) sits so lightly upon my mind; 
in short, that my inclination is 
faulty; the world would treat me 
much less scrupulously. When 
therefore, you represent, that all 
punctilio must be at an end the 
moment J am out of my father's 
house; and hint, that I must submit 
it to Mr. Lovelace to judge when 
he can leave me with safety ; that 
is to say, ^ive him the option 
whether ne will leave tee or not; 
who can bear these reflections^ 
who can resolve to incur these 
inconveniences, that has the 

Suestion still in her own power to 
ecideupon? 

While I thought only of an 
escape from this Mmse as an escape 
from Mr. Solmes; Ihat already my 
reputation suffered by my con- 
finement; and th^ it would be 
still in my own option, either to 
marry Mr. Lctvelace or wholly to 
renounce him; bold as the^istep 
was, I thought I treated as I am 
treated , something was to.he said 
in excuse of it — if not to the 
world , to thyself: jand to be self- 
acquitted is a blessing to b^ pre- 
ferred to the opinion of all 



tempi it You no doubt intend that) world. But , after I havie cer 
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mottflevereljjftsIhiCyeeyerdone, appointment tban a promise: and 
those giddy girls , who haye in the suppose it hat been the latter! and 
same hour, as I may say, that they that I had not reserved to myself 
haye fled from their chamber, -a liberty of reyoking it; was it to 
presented themselyes at the altar preclude better or maturer con- 



sideration? — If so, how unfit to 
be giyen! — How ungenerous to 
be insisted upon ! — And how un- 



that is to witness to their unduti- 
fiil rashness; after I haye stipu- 
lated with Mr. Loyelace for ttme^ 

and for an ultimate option whether fitter still to t>e kept! — Is there a 
J.0 accept or refuse him ; and for his man liying who ought to be angry 
leaving me as soon as I am in a place that a woman whom he hopes one 
<ff safely (which , as you obserye, day to call his shall refuse to keep 
he must be the judge of) ; and after 
he has signified to me his compliance 
toith these tei-ms; so that I connot, 
if I would, recall them, and sud- 
denly marry; — you see, my dear, 
that 1 have nothing left me but .to 
resolve not to go away with him. 

But how , on this revocation of 
my appointment, shall I be able ot 
pacify him? 

Howl ^- Why, assert the privi- 
lege of my sex! — Surely, on this 
side of the solemnity he has no 
right to be displeased. Besides, did 
I not reserve a power of receding, 
as I saw fit? To whaf puipose, 
as I asked in the case oetween 
YOtir mother and yoUyi^has any 
body an option ,' if the making use 
of it shall give the refused a right 
to be disgusted? 

Par- very far, would (hose, who, 
according to the old Law, have a 
right of absolving, or oonfirming a 
child's promise, be from ratifymg 
mine, had it been ever so so solemn 
a one.* But this was rather an 



* See Numb. axx. where it ii declared, 
whole vows shall be binding, and whose 
not. The tows of a man, or of a widow, 
•re there prononnoedio be indispMisable t 
because they are sole, and subj/ect to no 
t-*^— " '-* autl^rity. Baf the vows 



a rash promise, when, on the 
maturest deliberation, sne is con- 
vinced that it was a rash one? 

Ii*esolve then, upon thewhol.e, 
to stand this one tnal of Wednes- 

of a single woman, and of a wife, if the 
father of the one , or the husband of the 
other , disallow of them as soon as they 
know them, are to-be of no force. 

A matter highly necessary to be known ; 
by all young ladies especially, whose de> 
signing addressers too often endeavQur 
to engage tliem by tows ; and then plead 
conscience and honour to them to hold 
them down to the performance. 

It cannot be amiss to recite the very 
words. 

Ver. 5» [fa woman vow a vow unto the 
Ijord, and bind herself by a bond, being in 
her Jaiher^n hoiiKf hi htr youth ; 

4. And her father hrar her vow, and her 
bond wbercwilh she hath bound her soul, 
and her father yhatl hnid his peace at her; 
then nil her vows shall sl'ind, and every 
bond wherewith $he haUi bound her soul 
shall aland, 

5. But if her father dittUlow her in the 
day that he hi'arelh; not anii of her vows, 
or of her bonds wherewith ahe hath bonnd 
her soul shall stand: and the Lord shall 
forgive her, because her father disallowed 
her. 

The same in the ease of a wife , as said 
above. See ver. 6, 7, 8, &c. — Aiid all is 
thus solemnly closed. 

Ver. 16. These are the statutes which 
the Lord commanded Moses between a man 
and his wife^ between the father and his 
daunhtcr, being yet <tit- her yotith in her 
father* s house. 
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day next — or, perhaps , I should 
rather say, of Tuesday eyening, if 
my father hold his purpose, of 
endeavouring,, in person, to make 
me read, or Aear Vead, and then 
sign, the settlements. — That, that 
must be the greatest trial of all. 

If I am compelled to sign them 
oyer-night — then (the lord bless 
me ! ) must all I dread follow, as of 
course, on Wednesday. If I can 

f)reyall upon them b^ my prayers 
perhaps I shall fall into nts: for 
the very first appearance oi my 
father, after having been so long 
banished his presence,|wili greatly 
affect me — if, I say, I can prevail 
upon them by my prayers] to lay 
aside their views; or to suspend 
the day, if bdtfor|one week; if 
not, but for two or three days ; still 
Wednesday will be a lighteii day 
of trial. They will surely give me 
time to consider, to argue with my- 
self. This will not hejpromist'fig. 
As I have made no effort to get 
away, they have no reason to 
suspect me; so I may have an op- 
portunity, in the last resort, to 
withdraw. Mrs. Norton is to be 
with me: she, although she should 
be chidden for it, will in my ex- 
tremity plead for me. My aunt 
Herve^ may, in such an extremity, 
join with her. Perhaps my mother 
may be brought over. I will kneel 
to each, one by one, to make a 
friend. Some of them have been 
afraid to see me, lest they should 
be moved in my favour: does not 
this eive me a reasonable hope 
that I may move them? My bro- 
ther's counsel, heretofore given, 
to turn me out of doors to my evil 



destiny, may again be repeated, 
and may prevail. JTieti shall I be 
in no wnrse case than now, as to 
the displeasure of my iriends; and 
thus far better, that it will not be 
my fault that I seek another pro- 
tection: which even then ought to 
be my cousin Morden's rather than 
Mr. Lovelace's , or any other per- 
son's. 

My heart, in short, misgives me 
less, when I resolve this way, than 
when I think of the other; and in 
so strong and involuntary a bias, 
the heart is, as I may say, con^ 
science. And well cautions the 
wise man: **Let the cotmsel of 
thine own heart stand ; for there 
is no man more faithful to thee 
than it : for a man's mind is some- 
times wont to tell him more than 
seven watchmen, that sit above in 
a high tower.". i* • • 

For^ve these indigested self- 
reasonings. I will close here: and 
instantly set about a letter of re- 
vocation to Mr. Lovelace ; take it 
as he will. It will only be another 
trial of temper to Um, To me of 
infinite importance. And has.he 
not promised ten.per ani ac- 
quiescencie, on the suppositioii of 
a change iomy mind? 

LETTSE LXXXIX. 
KUm Clarissa Harlove to Miss Bowe. 

Sunday morning, (April 9.) 

Nobody it seems will ^o to 
church this day. No blessing to 
be expected perhaps upon views 
so worldly, and in some so cruf 

« Eeelufl. uczvil. 18, 14. 
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Thej h&re a mietnut that 1 1 took his text last Sunday, there 
have some device in my hetLd.toiU be joy in heaven-^ 
Betty has been looking among my | This is the substance of my let- 
clothes. I ibund her, on coming .ter to Mr. Lovelace : 
up from depositing my letter to "That I have reasons of the 
Lovelace (for I have written!)!greatest conseqtience to myself 
peering among them; for I haa:(and which, when known, must 
left the key in the lock. She co- [satisfy hint) to suspend, for the 
loured, and was confounded to be [present, my intention of leaving 
caught. Butlonly said, I should jniy father *s house: that 1 have 
be accustomed, to any sort of hopes that matters may be brought 



treatment in time. If she had her 
orders — those were Enough for 
her. 

She owned, in her confusion, 
that a motion had been made to 
abridge me of my airings; and 
the report s?ie should make would 
be of no disadvantage to me. One 
of my friends, she told me, urged 
in my behalf, that there was no 
need of laying me under greater 
restraint, since Mr. Lovelace's 
threatening to rescue me by vio- 
lence, were I to have been carried 
to my uncle*s, was a conviction 
that I had no design to go to him 
voluntarily: and that if 1 Aod, 1 
should have made preparations of 
that iniid before now^^ and, most 
probably^ tboeq detected in them. 
— Henceit was also inferred, that 
there was no room to dQubt but I 
would at last comply. And, added 
the bold creature. If you don't in- 
tend to do so, yoxit conduct', miss, 
seems strange to me. — • Only thus 
she reconciled it: that I hacf gone 
so far I kn^w not how to come off 
genteelly: and she fancied 1 should, 
m full congregation^ on Wednes- 
day, give Mr. Solmes my hand. 
And, then, said the confident 



to a happy conclusion, without 
taking a step which nothing but 
the last necessity could justify: 
and that he may depend upon my 
promise, that I will die rather thau 
consent to marry Mr. Solmes." 

And so I am preparing myself 
to stand the shock of his ex- 
clamatory reply. But be that 
what it will, it cannot affect me 
so much as the apprehensions of 
what may happen to me next 
Tuesday or Wednesday ; for now 
those apprehensions engage my 
whole attention , and ma!ke me 
sick at the veiy heart 

Scmday, four in the afternoon. 

My letter is not yet taken away 
•> if he should not send for it, or 
take it^ and come hither on my 
not meeting him to-morrow, in 
doubt of what niay have befallen 
me, what shall I do! Why had I 
any concerns with this sex! — I, 
that was so happy till I knew this 
man ! 

I dined in the . ivy summer- 
house. My: request to do so was 
complied with at the first word. 
To shew I meant nothing . I went 
again into the^house witn Betty, 



wench , as the learned Dr. Brand as soon as I had dined. I thougnt 
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it was not amiss to ask thislibertj^, So she is first to endeavour to 
the weather seeming to be set in persuade me to comply ; and, 
fine. Who knows what Tuesday when the violence is doue, she is 
or Wednesday may produce? j to comfort me, and try to recon- 

I cile me to my fate. They expect 
• Sunday evening, leven o*clQck. \fit8 and fetches^ Betty insolently 
There remains my letter still !> tells me, and expostulations and 
-^ He is busied , I suppose , in his ! exclamations withtmt number: but 
preparations for to*morrow. But every body will be prepared for 
then he has servants. Does the ' them: and when it*s over it*s over; 
man think he is so secure of me, ■ and I shall be easv and pacified 
that having ap|>oiuted^ he need when I find I can* t help it. 
not give himself any f lurther con- 



cern about me till the verv mo- 
ment ? He knows how I am beset. 
He knows not what may happen. 
I might be ill , or still more closely 
watched or confined than before. 



Monday morn.|(ApriI 10,) leyen o^olock. 

my dear! there yet lies the 
letter, just as I left it ! 

Does he think he is so sure of 
me? — Perhaps he imagines that 



The correspondence might be dis- I dare not alter my purpose. I 
covered. It might be necessary to , wish I had never known him I I 
vary the scheme. I mightbe forced begin now to see this rashness in 



into measures which might entire- 
ly frustrate my purpose. I might 
have new doubts. I might suggest 



the light every one else would 
have seen it in, had I been guilty 
of it. But what can I do , if he 



something more Iconvenient, for; come to-day at the appointed 
any thing he knew. What can the time ! If he receive not the letter, 
man mean, I wonder! — Yet it I must see him, or he will think 
shall lie; for if he has it any time . something has befallen me; and 
before the appointed hour, it will ' certainly will come to the house, 
save me declaring to him per- ' As certainly he will be insulted, 
sonally my changed purpose, and ' And what in that case may be the 
the trouble of contending with consequence! Then I ias good as 
him on that score. If he send for promised that I would take the 
it at all, he will see b}r the date,nrst opportunity to see him, if I 
that he might have had it in time; changed my mind, and to give 
and^ if he oe put to any incon- him mv reasons for it. I have no 
venience from shortness of notice, doubt but he will be out of humour 
let him take it for hb pains. iupon it: but better, if we meet, 

I that he go away dissatisfied with 
Sunday nldht, nine o'clock, jme, than that / should go away 
It is determined, it seems, to dissatisfied with Tny^e^/I 
send for Mrs. Norton to be herei Yet, short as the time is, he 
on Tuesdav to dinner; and she is may still perhaps send and f 
to stay with me for a whole week, the letter. Something may Y 
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happened to prerent him , which , you , and yet expects that I will.^ 
when known, will excuse him. j For there is sreat wluspering be^ 

After I have disappointed him; tween Miss Harlowe and her; and 
more than once before, on a re-|I have observed that when their 
qnested tnterview only, it is im-' whispering is over, Betty comes 
possible he should not have cu- 1 and tells roe something by way of 
rioHty at least to know if somie- ! secret She and all the world 
thing has not happened; and whe- 1 know how much I love yon: and 
ther my mind hold or not in this so I would have them. It is an 
more important case. And yet, as • honour to me to love a young lady 
I rashly confirmed my resolution! who is, and ever was, an honour 
by a second letter, I begin now to to all her family, let them say 
doubt it. i what thoy will. 

„, , , . I But from a more certain au- 

Ttr« «««o;« n^ii , ?!°* "". i'm ' thority than Betty's I can assure 

♦i.?^J. nTwf. - ."''"'''^K *^^.youCbutlmuBtbegofyoutobum 
the mcloscd letter into my hand fj^j3 ^^^) ^^^ ^ou are to be 

as I passed by her commg out of ^^^oh^rLl^ mir« for lP.ttP«. 



the garden. 



searched once more for letters, 
and for pen and ink; for they 
know you write. Something they 
Deabsst Madam, pi-etend to have come at from one 

I BAVB got intelligence from'of Mr. Lovelace's servants, which 
one who pretends to know every ; they hope to make something of. 
thing, that vou must be married! 1 know not for certain what it is. 
on Wednesday morning to Mr. ^ He must be a very vile and wicked 
Solmes. Perhaps, however, she' man , who would boast of a lady's 
says this only to vex me; for it is favour to him , and reveal secrets, 
that sauc)r creature Betty Barnes. But Mr. Lovelace, I dare say, is 
A licence is got, as she says: and too much of a gentleman to be 
so far she went as to tell me guilty of such ingratitude, 
(bidding me say nothing; but she Then they have a notion, from 
knew 1 would) that Mr. Brand is that false Betty I. believe, that 
to marry you; for Dr. Lewcn^ I you intend to take something to 
hear,refuseS| unless your consent make yourself sick; and so Uiey 
can be obtained; and they have will search for phials and powders, 
heard that he does not approve of and such like, 
their proceedings against you. . ,, ,. ,,, .^.^ ^, ^^ ^^^^„ „ 

Mr. iSrana, lam tola, is to have luve been attentive to Mr. LoveUee'e 
his fortune made by uncle Har- manner of working, to suppose , ftom 

lowe aud Hmong them. }il't^St,"'hift."bfe'S?:i':Sfnt'?o^ 

lOU WIU know better than I his sweetheart BeUy upon alarming miss 
at to makeof all these matters; Henrey, in hopes she woald alarm lier 

eometimc I think Betty telU S?S°.Jtyrp'"hr«S;^fto•^lrTpii»^ 
thmgs as if I should not tell mem with him. - 
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If notjbing. shall be found that 
will increase their suspicions, you 
are to be used more kindly by 
your papa when you appear be- 
fore them all than he oi late has 
used you. 

Yet) sick or well, alas ! my dear 
cousin I you m\ist be married. But 
your husband is to go home every 
night without you till you are re- 
conciled to him. And so illness 
can be no pretence to save you. 

They ar^ sure you will make a 

food wife. So would not I, unless 
liked my husband. And Mr. 
Solmes is always telling them how 
he will purchase your love by rich 
presents. — A sycophant man ! — 
{ wish he and Betty Barnes were 
to cpme together, and he would 
beat her ev(?ry day. 

After what I have told you , I 
need not advise you to secure 
every thing you would not have 
seen. 

' Once more let me beg that you 
will bum this letter; and pray, 
dearest madam, do n< t take any 
thing that may prejudice your 
health: for that w; 11 not do. lam 
Your truly loving cousin, 

D.H. 

When I first read my cousin's 
letter, I was half inclined to re- 
sume my former intention; espe- 
cially as my countermanding let- 
ter was not taken away, and as 
my heart ached at the thoughts of 
the conflict 1 must expect to have 
with him on my refusal. For, see 
him for a few moments I doubt 1 
must, lest he should take some 
rash resolutions; especially as he 



has reason to expect I will see him. 
But here your words, That nil 
punctilio is al an end the moment I 
am out of my father^ s house y added 
to the st^ll more cogent considera* 
tions of duty and reputation , de* 
termined me once more against 
taking the rash step. And it- will 
be very hard (although no season- 
able tainting or wished -for fit 
should stand my friend) if I can- 
not gain one month , or fortnight, 
or week. And I have still more 
hopes that 1 shall prevail for some 
delay, from my cousin's intima- 
tion that the sood Dr. Lewen 
refuses to give nis assistance to 
their projects, if they have not 
my consent, and thinks me cruelly 
used: since, without taking notice 
that I am apprised of this, I can 
plead a scruple of conscience, and 
msist upon having that worthy 
divine's opinion upon it: in which, 
enforced as I shall enforce it, my 
mother will surely second me: my 
^aunt Hei-vej'^ and Mrs. Norton will 
support y^e/-.* the suspension must 
follow : and I can but get away 
afterwards. 

But, if they will compel me: if 
thev will give me no time: if no- 
body will be moved f if it be re- 
solved that the ceremony shall be 
read over my constrained hand — 
why then — alas! what then I — 
I can but — but what? my 
dear! this Solmes shall never 
have my vows, I am resolved F 
And 1 will say nothing but No as 
lonff as 1 shall be able to speak. 
Ana who will presume to look 
upon such an act of violep 
a marriage? It is imp< 
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eorely, that a father and mother 
can see such a dreadfal compul- 
non offered to their child ~ bat if 
mine should withdraw, and leave 
the task to my brother and sister, 
they will have no mercy. 

I am grieved to be driven to 
have recourse to the following 
artifices. 

I have given them a clue, by 
the feather of a pen sticking out, 
where they will find such of my 
hidden stores as I intend they 
shall find. 

Two or three little essays I have 
left easy to be seen, of my own 
writing. 

About a dozen lines also of a 
letter begim to you . in which I 
express my hopes (although I say 
that appearances are against me) 
that my friends will relent. They 
know fi*om your mother, by my 
unde Antony, that, somehow or 
other, I now and then get a letter 
to you. In this piece of a letter I 
declare renewedly my firm reso 
lution to give up the man so ob- 
noxious to my family, on their 
releasing me from the address of 
the other. 

Near the essays I have left the 
copy of mj Ifetter to Lady Dray- 
ton;* which affording arguments 
suitable to my case, may chance 
(thus accidentally to foe fallen 
upon) to incline them to favour 
me. 

I have reserves (^pens and ink, 

jon majr believe; and one or two 

m the ivy summer-house; with 

which I shall amuse myself, in 

'^lighten, ifposnble, those 

* Sm p. 80, 81. 



apprehensions which more and 
more affect me, as Wednesday, 
the day of trial, approaches. 

LETTBB XC. 
Milt ClarlMa Htflow« to Mlu Howe. 

Irj lammer-hoMe, two o^elock. 

HbJ has not yet got mj letter: 
and while I was contrivmg here 
how to send my officious gaoleress 
from me, that I might have time 
for the intended interview, and 
had hit upon an expedient, which 
I believe would have done , came 
my aunt, and furnished me with 
a much better. She saw my little 
table covered preparative to my 
solitary dinner; and hoped, she 
told me, that this would be the 
last day that my friends would be 
deprived of my company at table. 

You may believe, my dear, that 
the thoughts of meetioff Mr. Love- 
lace, for fear of being discovered, 
together with the contents of my 
cousin Dolly's letter, gave me 
great and visible emotions. She 
took notice of them — Why these 
sighs, why these heavings here? 
said she, patting my nick- O 
my dear niece, who would have 
thought so much natural sweet- 
ness could be so very unpersuad- 
able? 

I could not answer her, and she 
proceeded — I am come, I doubt, 
upon a very unwelcome errand. 
Some things that have been told 
us yesterday, which came from 
the mouth of one of the most 
desperate and insolent men in the 
world, convince your father and 
all of OS, that you still find means 
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to write out of the house. Mr. would be the ease, some snspi- 
Lovelace knows every thing that cions that were raised against me. 
is done here; and that as soon as /She then hinted, thi^ ther^f 
done; and ereat mischief is ap- were methods taken to come at 
prehended from him, which you all Mr. Lovelace's secrets, and 
are as much concerned as any even, from his careless oommuni- 
body to prevent Your mother cativeness, at some of tninef it 
has also some apprehensions con- being, she said, his custom 
ceming yourself, which yet she boastingly to prate to his very 
hopes are groundless; but, how- servants of his intentions, in par- 
ever, cannot be easy, nor will be ticular cases. She added, ^ that 
permitted to be easy, if she would, deep as he wais thought to be, my 
unless (while you remain here in brother was as deep as he, and 
the garden or in this summer- fairly too heard for him at his own 
house) you give her the oppor- weapons ~ as one day it would be 
timity once more of looking into found. 

your closet, your cabinet, andj I knew not, I said, the meaning 
drawers. It will be the better of these dark hints. I thought the 
taken, if you give me cheerfully cunning she hinted at, on both 
your ke^s. I hope, my dear, you sides, called rather for contempt, 
won't dispute it. Your desire of than applause. I myself might 
dining in this place was the more , have peen put upon artifices 
readinr complied with for the sake which my heart disdained to 
of sucn an opportunity. practise, nad I given way to the 

I thought myself very lucky to resentment which, I was bold to . 
be so well prepared by my cousin say, was much more justifiable 
DoUv's means for this search: but than the actions that occasioned 
yet I artfully made some scruples, it: that it was evident to me. 



and not a few complaints of this 
treatment: after which, 1 not only 
gave her the keys of all, but even 
officiously emptied my pockets 



from what she had said, that their 
present suspicions pf me were 
partly owing ^ to this supposed 
superior cunning of my brother, 



before her, and invited her to put and partly to the consciousness 
her fingers in my stays , that she I that the usage I met with might 
might DC sure I had no papers naturally produce a reason for 
there, such suspicions: that it was very 

This highly obliged her; and unhappy for me to be made the 
she daid sue would' represent my butt of my brother's wit: that it 
cheerful compliance as it de- would have been more to his 



praise to have aimed at shewing 
a kind heart than a cunning head: 
that, nevertheless, I wished he 



served, let my brother and sister 

say what they would. My mother, 

in particular^ she was sure, woula | ».<»%. , m«^ . ^. »..».«..», « ^ .....^ ^ 

rejoice at the opportunity given knew him- elf as well as I imag? 

her to obviate, as she doubted not / knew him, and he would 

Clariita, I. 27 
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bftve less eonoeU of his abilities; 
which abilities wotdd , in m^ opi- 
nion , be lest thought of, if bis 
power to do ill offices were i^ot 
mneb greater than they. 

I was yezed. I could not help 
making this reflection, 'the dupe 
the other too probably makes of 
him, through his own spy,* de* 
senred it. But I so little approve 
of this low art in either, that were 
I but tolerably used, the yileness 
ef that man , that Joseph Leman, 
should be inquired into. 

She was sorry, she said , to find 
that I thought so disparagingly of 
my brother. He was a young man 
both ot learning and parts. ^ 

Learning enough, I said, to 
make him vain of it amon^ us 
women : but not of parts sufficient 
to make his learning valuable 
either to himself or to any body 
else. 

She wished, indeed, that he 
had more good nature: but she 
feared that I had too great an 
opinion of somebody else, to think 
so well of my brotner as a sister 
ought: since between the two 
there was a sort of rivalry as to 
abilities that made them hate one 
another. 

Rivalrv, madam! said I. — If 
that be the case , or whether it be 
or not. I wish they both under- 
stood better than either of them 
jieoms to do, what it becomes 
gentlemen, and men of liberal 
education, to be and to do. — 
Neither of them, then, would 
Tlory in what they ought to be 

ihamed o£ 



not impossible, I said, that they 
might find a little of my writing; 
and a pen or two , with a little ink 
[hatea art! — or rather hateful 
the necessity for It!] as I was not 
permitted to go up to put them 
out of the way: but if they did, I 
niust be contented. And I assured 
her; that, take what time they 
pleased, I would notO^o |in to 
disturb them , but would be either 
in or near the garden, in this 



summer 



ho 



use, or m 



the cedar 
one , or abou^* my poultry-yard, 
or near the great cascade, jalll 
was ordered to retmm to my pri- 
son.' With like cunning I said, 
that I supposed the unkind search 
would not be made till {& ifSf- 
vants had dined: because I 
doubted not that the pert Betty 
Barnes, who knew all tlbe comers 
of my apartment and closet, would 
be employed in it. ^ 

She hoped, she said, that no- 
thing could be found that would 
give a handle against me: fos, 
sne would assure me, the motives 
to the search, on my mother's 

Eart especially, were, that she 
oped to- find reason rather to 
acquit thati to blame me; and 
that my father might be induced 
to see me to-morrow night, or 
Wednesday morning, with tem- 
per; with tenderness ^ I should 
rather say, said she; for he is 
resolved so to do, if no new 
offence be given. 
Ah! madam, said I — 
Why that Ah! madam ^ and 
shaking your head so signifi- 
cantly. 



But waving Uiissubj^t, itwas* iWiah, madam, thatlmaynot 
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kave more reason to dread my Don't you see how crooked 
father's continued displeasure sonie of my lines are? Don't you: 
than to hope for hie returning see ^ew:8ome of theletters stagger 



tenderness. 

You don't know, my dear! — 
Things may take a turn — things 
may not be so bad as you fear — 

Dearest madam, have you any 
consolation to give me V — 
;. -Why, my dear, it is possible* 
thkt you may be more compliabie 
than you have been. 

Why raised you my hopes, 
iifadam! — Don't let me think my 
dear aunt Uervey cruel to a niece 
who truly honours her^ 

I may tell you more, perhaps, 



more than others? — That is when 
thisv interview is more in my head 
than my subject. 

But; after all, should I, ought I 
to.m^et him? How have I taken 
it for granted that I should! — I 
wish there were time to take your 
advice. Yet you are so lotk to 
speak quite out — but ihatt owe, 
as you own, to the difficulty of my 
situation. 

I should have mentioned, that 
in the course of this conversation 
I besought my aunt to stand my 



said she, (but in confidence, in j friend, and to put in a word for 
absolute confidence)if the inquiry me, on my approaching trial; and 



within come out in your favour. 
Do you know of any thing above 
that can be found to your disad- 
vantage? 



to endeavour to procure me time 
for cuviiderdtivn , if I could Obtain 
nothing else. 
She told me, that, after the 



Some papers they will find , I { ceremony was performed [odious 
doubt: but 1 must take conse'\CimfirmationofaMnt in mycousin 
quences. My brother and sister Do^'x/e/teT/j I should have what 
will be at hand with their good- 



natured constructions. I am made 
desperate, and cai*e not what is 
found. 

I hope, 1 ^earnestly hope, said 
she, that nothing can be found 
that will impeach your discretion; 
and then — but I may say too 
much — 



time 1 pleased to reconcile myself 
to my lot, before cohabitation. 

This put me out of all patience. 

She requested of me in her turn, 
she said, that I would resolve to 
meet them all with cheerful duty, 
aud with a spirit of absolute ac- 
quiescence. It was in my power 
to make them all happy. And 



And away she went, having how joyful would it be to her, she 
added to my perplexity. i said, to see my father, my mbth^r. 

But I now can think of nothing | mv uncles, my brother, my sister, 
but this interview, — Would to all embracing me with raptures. 
Heaven it were over! — T6 meet and folding roe in turns to their 
to quarrel «- but, let him take fond hearts, and congratulating 
what measures he will, 1 will not' each other on. their restored hap- 
stay a moment with him, if he be^piness! Her own joy, she '■- "* 
not quite calm and resigned. I would probably make her r 

27* 
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leas and speechlefls for a time: angrily bid her, she begged my 
-and for her Dolfy — the poor girl, excnse. — |But — but -^ and then 
who had suffered in the esteem of the saucy creature laughed again, 
some for her orate fiil attachment she could not help it, to think how 
to me^ irould have every body I had drawn myself in b^ my sum- 
love her again. ' ^' jmer-housedinuering; smeextbad 



Will you doubt, my dear, that 'given so fine an opportunity, by 
my next trial will lie' the most ^ way of surprise, to look into ail 
adkcting that I have yet had ? ! my private hoards. She thought 
t My aunt set forth all this in. so ' aomeihing was in ihe windy when my 
strong a light, and I was so par- . brother came into my dining here 
ticularly toucned on my cousin; so readily. Her young master was 
Dolly's account, that, impatient too hard for every body. Squire 
as I was just before, I was gt^atly Lovelace himself was nothing at 
moved: yet could only shew by all at a quick thought to her 
my sighs and my tears, how de-j young master, 
sirable such an. event would be tO' Mv aunt mentioned Mr. Love- 
me, could it be brought about laces boasting behaviour to Us 
uponconditions with which it was servants: perhaps he may be so 
possible for me to comply. mean. But as to my brother, he 

Here comes Betty Barnes with 1 always took a pride in making 
my dinner — ^ ^ himself appear to be a man of 

parts and learning to otir servants. 
Fiiiie 9,Tid meanness^ I have often 



« « * 
The wench is gone. The time 



of meeting is at hand. O that he'thousht, are as nearly allied, and 
may not come! ^ Hut should I, or I as close borderers upon each 
should I not , meet him? — How 1 other , as the poet tells us wit and 
question, without possibility of &' madness sltq, 
timely answer! j But why do I trouble you (and 

Betty, according to my leading myself, at such a crisis) with these 
hint to my aunt, boasted to me, impertinencies? — Yet I would 
that she was to he employed, as forget, if I could, the nearest evil, 
she called it, after she had eat her the interview; because my appre- 
own dinner. • hensions increasing as the hour is 

She should be sorry, she told at hand, 1 should, were ray atten- 
me^ to have me found out. Yet tion to be en^rossfd by them, be 
'twould be all for my good. I unfit to see him , if he does come: 
should have it in my^ower to be. and then he will have too much 
forgiven for all at once before advantage over me, as he will 
Wednesday night. The confident have seeming reason to' reproach 
creature, then, to stifle a laugh, me with change of resolution, 
put a comer of her apron in her The upbraider, you kuotv, my 
mouth, and went to the door: and dear, is in some sense a superior; 
on her, return to take away, as I while the t^6rai<2ed, if with reason 



0LABI8SA HABLOWB. 



421 



upbraided , maet make a figure as 
spiritless as conscious. 

I know that thi? wretcb will , if 
he can J be his own jud^e, and 
mine too. But the latter ne shall 
not be. 

I dare say we shall be all to 
pieces. But T don*t care for that. 
It would be hard , if I , who have 
held it out so sturdily to my father 
and uncles, should no^ — but he is 
at the garden door — 
« * . * 

I was mistaken! — How may 

noises un-liJce, be made like to 

what one fears I -^ Why flutters 

the fool so ! — 

* # • 

I will hasten to deposit this. 
Then I will, for the last time, go 
to the usual place, in hopes to find 
that he has got my letter. . If he 
hasj I will not meet him, If he has 
not, I will take it back , and shew 
him what 1 have written. That 
will break the ice, as I may say, 
and save me much circumlocution 
and reasoning: and a steady ad- 
herence to that my written mind 
is all that will be necessary. — 
The interview must be as short as 
possible; for should it be dis- 
covered ,- it would furnish a new 
and strong pretence for the in- 
tended evilot Wednesday next. 

Perhaps I shall not be able to 
write affain one while. P.erhaps 
not, till I am the miserable pro- 
perty of that SolmesI — But that 
shall never, never be, while 1 have 
my senses. 

,If your servant find nothing, 
from me by Wedne.^day morning j 
you may conclude that I can nei- 



tker write to you nor receive your 
favours. 

In that ease, pity and pray for 
me, my .beloved friend, and con- 
tinue to me .that place in your af- 
fection which is the ptide of my 
life, and the only comtort left to 

Your. . c ,.: 

Cl. Hablowb. 



tBTT^B ZCI. 
MUb OI^Um Harlowe to Mlf a Howe. 

St. Albaa^a, Toeadaj morn. ^Mt OM. 

O ^CV DEABBST FBIBND ! 

Aftbb what I had resolved 
upon, as by my former, what shaU 
I write? What can I? With what 
consciousness, eyenhy letter, do I 
approach you? — You will soon 
hear (if already you have nqjt 
heard from the mouth of comtnbn 
fame) that ^rour Clarissa Harlowe 
is eone off with a man 1 

1 am bufl^ng mysdf io give 
you the particulars at large. Th6 
whole twen^-four hours of -ea^ 
day (to begm the moment I can 
fix) shall be employed-in it tfU 
it is finished ! every <me- of 'tiie 
hours, I mean, that will be spared 
me by this interrupting man,* to 
whom I have made myself. so fool- 
ishly accountable for* too oianyiof 
them. Rest is depcurted from na 
I have no call for that: and thai 
has no balm for the wounds of n^ 
mind. So you*ll have all; thoM 
hours without interruption till the 
account is ended. 

But will you receive, shal^ 
be pei-mitied to receive my ]f 
after what I have done ?> 
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O way dearest friend! — Bot I 
must make the best of it. I hope 
that will not herein bad! Yet am 
loonvinced, that! did a rash and 
inezcosable thing in meeting him ; 
and all his tenderness, all his 
TOWS, cannot pacify mj inward 
reproaches on that account. 

The bearer comes to yon^ mj 
dear, for the little parcel of linen 
whicn I sent you with fat better 
askd more agreeable hopes. 

Send not my letters. Send the 
linen only : except you will fayour 
me with one line, to tell me you 
loye me still; and that you will 
suspend your censures till you 
haye the whole before you. 1 am 
the readier to send thus early, be- 
cause if you have deposited any 
thing for me , you may cause it to 
be taken back, or withhold any 
thing you had but intended to 
send. 

Adieu, my dearest friend! ~ I 
beseech you to love me still — but 
alas! whiat. will your mother say? 
r* What will mme? — What my 
other relations? — and what my 
dear Mrs. Norton? -<- And how 
will my brother and sister 
triumph ! — 

'I cannot at present tell you 
how, or where, you can direct to 
^Hie. F6r yery early shall I leave 
this place; harassed and fatigued 
to ddlEith. But, when I can do 
tfothing eke, constant use has 
made me able to write. Long, very 
long, has that been all my amu- 
sement and pleasure: yet could 
not that have oeen such to me, had 
'' *^ot had sfott, my best beloved 



friend, to write to. Once more 
adieu. Pity and pray for 
Your 

Cl. Hablows. 

I«ETTER xcn. 
Mist Howe to MUs ClarisM Harlowo. 

Tnosday, 9 o^eloek. 

I WBiTs , because yon enjoin me 
to do so. Love you still! — How 
can 1 help it, if 1 would? You may 
believe how 1 stand aghast, your 
letter communicating the first 
news — good Gk>d of neaven and 
earth ^-- But what shall t say? 
— I am all impatience for par- 
ticulars. 

Lord have mercy upon me! — 
But can it be? 

My mother will indeed be 
astonished! — How can I tell it 
her! — It was but last night (upon 
some jealousies put into her head 
by your foolish uncle) that I as- 
sured her, and this upon the 
strength of your own assurances, 
that neither man nor devil would 
be able to induce you to take a 
step that was in the least deroga- 
tory to the most phnctilious ho- 
nour. 

But, once more^ can it be? — 
What woman at this rate! — Bat, 
God preserve you ! 

Let nothing escape you in your 

letters. Direct them for me now- 

ever tp Mrs. Knollys*s, till further 

notice. 

• • • 

Obssbvb, my dear, that I don't 
blame you by all this — your re- 
lations only are in fault! -^ Yet 
how you came to change your 
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mind is the rarprising thing. 

How to hreak it to my mother, 
I know not. Yet if she hear it first 
from any other, and find I knew it 
before, she will believe it to be bj 
my connivance I — ^ Yet, as I hope 
to live, I know not how to break it 
to her. 

But this is teasing yon. — I am 
sure, without intention. 

Let me now repeat my former 
advice — if you are not married 
fay this time, be sure delay not the 
ceremony. Since things are as 
they are , I wish it were thought 
that you* were privately married 
before you went away. If these 
men plead authority to our pain, 
when we are theirs — why snould 

we not, iu such a case as thisS I am ^eved on this account j as 
make some good out of the hatea|much, I verily think, as, for the 
word, for our reputation, whqn we evil^itself. 



were not ihbse young ladies be- 
low, I would write it over again, 
for fear of afflicting you. 
. I send. what you write for. If 
there be anything ^Ise you want 
that IS in my power, command 
without reserve 

Your ^yev affectionate 

AitnaHow^* 

LBTTER XGin. 
MiBi OUricM Harlowe to Miss tifowe* 

TaeaSiOriilght. 

I THINK myself obliged to thank 
you, my dear Miss Howe, for your 
condescension, in taking notice of 
a creature who has occasioned 
you so much scandal. 



are induced to violi^te a more, na- 
tural one? 

Your brother and sister [that 
vexes me almost as much as any 
thing!] have now their ends. Now, 
I suppose, will go forward altera- 
tions of wiUs, .an4 such-like spite- 
ful doings*. . ;: . 

. t . * • 

Miss LiiOtd and Miss Biddulph 
this moment send up their names. 
They are out of breath, Kitty 
says, to speak to me — easy to 
guess their errand! — I must see 
my mother, befor^ I see them* I 
have no way but to shew her your 
letter to clear myself. I shall not 
be able to say a word , till she has 
run herself out of her first breath. 
— Forgive,, me,. my dear — sur- 
prise ' makes me write thus. . If 
your messenger did not wait, and 



Tell' me — but yet I am afraid 
to know — ' what your mother 
said. 

I lontf ,.and yet I. dread, to be 
told, what the young ladies, my 
companions, now never more per^ 
haps to be so, say of me. 

They cannot, howQver, say 
worse of me than I will of myseli. 
Self-accusation shall flow in every 
line of my narrative where I think 
I am justly censurable. If any 
thing can arise irom the account 
I am (foing t<^give you, for ezf 
tenuation of my fault (for that is 
all a person can hope for^ wno 
cannot excuse herself) , I know I 
may expect it from your friend- 
ship* though not from the charity 
pf' any other; since by this ti* 
dpubt not every mouth is 6r 
against me; and all that 
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ClArifss Hniowe eondemn the fu- 
gitive 



Ams I bad depoated my letter 
to you, writtenXirii to tiie last 
hour, 88 I may say, I retomed 
to the iTy mimmer- house; first 
taking back my letter from the 
loose bricks: and ihere I endea- 
Tonred, as coolly as my situation 
would permit, to recollect and lay 
together several iacidents that 
had passed between my annt and 
me; and, comparing them with 
some of the contents of my coosin 
Dolly's letter, I began to hope, 
that I needed not to be so very 
apprehensiTe as I have been of 
next Wednesday. And thus I 
argaed with mys^. 

'< Wednesday cannot -poss%ly 
be the day they intend , altiioiijf n 
to intimiaate me they may wish 
me to think it is< for the 'settle- 
meiits are nnsinied: nor have 
they been offercKl me to sign. I 
ean choose whether I will or will 
not put Biy hand to them; hard as 
it will be to Teftise if my father 
tender then to me -* besides, did 
not mjr fSother and mother pro- 
pose, if I made eompnlsion neces- 
sary, to go to my uncle's them* 
selves in o«der to be out of- the 
way of my appeals? Whereas 
they intend to be present on Wed- 
nesday. iiAnd however affecting 
to »me the thought of meetioff 
them. and all my friends in fuU 
asiwmbly is, perhaps it is the very 
tiiin|g I on^t to wish for: since 
mjr brother and sister had such an 
opinion of my interest in them} 
that th^ got me ezclnded from 



their presence, as a measure 
which tiiey thought previously 
necessary to carry on their de- 
signs. 

^*Nor have I reason to doubt, 
but that (as I had before amted 
with myself) I shall be sme to' 
bring over some of my relations 
to my party ; and , being brought 
face to face with my brouer, that 
I shall expose his malevolence, 
and of consequence weaken his 
power. 

'''Then supposing the- very 
worst, challengm^ the minister as 
I diall challenge him , he will not 
presume to proceed : nor surely 
will Mr, Solmes- dare to accept 
ray refusing and stru^gline hand. 
And finally, if nothing eUe will 
do , nor procure me dmay, I can 
plead scruples of conscience, and 
even pretend prior obligation; 
for, my dear, I have given Mr. 
Lovelace room to hope (as you 
will see in one of my letters m 
your hands) that I -will be no 
oth^ man's while he is single, and 
gives me not wilful and premedi- 
tated cause. of offence against 
him; and this in order to rein-in 
his resentment on the declared 
animosity c^ my « brother and 
uncles to him. And as I shall ai>- 

Eeal , or refer ray B<iruples on this 
ead, to the good Dr. Lewen, it is 
impossible but that my mother 
ana aunt (if nobodv else) must be 
affected with this plea." ' 

Revolving cursorily . these 

thin^: I oongratulated myself, 

that 1 had resolved against going 

away with Mr. Lovelace. 

I told you, my dear, that I 
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would not spare ni3r8elf; and I venerable, againsi; authorities so 
enumerate these particulars as so sacred , as I tnaj say, when ^ 
many arguments to condemn the though^ them unrea8onab^7 
actions 1 have been so unhappily exerted, should not find myself 
betrayed into. An argument that - more equal to such a trial as this; 
concludes against me with the especially as I had so much rea- 
greater force, as I must acknow- son to be displeased with him 
ledge, that I was apprehensive,! for not having taken away miy 
that what my cousin Dolly men- letter. 

tions as from Betty , and from | On what a point of time may 
my sister was told her, that she one's worldly happiness depemfl 
should tell me J in order to make Had I had but two hom*s more to 
me desperate, and perhaps to push Qonsider of the matter, and to at^ 
me upon, spme such step as I have tend to and improve upon these 
been driven, to take, as the yno^f new lights, as 1 may call them —^ 
effectual means, to rttin me with my 'but even then, perhaps, I might 
father and uncles. | have given him a meetmg. — Fool 

God forffive me if I judge too j that I was! what had I to do to 
hardly of their views! — But if Ii give him hope that I would per- 
do nU it follows, that they laid a| »ona% acquaint him with the 
wicked snare for me; and that I, reason formy change of mind, if I 
have been caught iu it. -^ And did change it? 
now may they triumph, if they my dear! an obliging temper 
can triumph, in the ruin of a is a very dangerous temper! — By 
sister, who never wished or in- endeavouringto gratify others, it 



tended hurt to them! 

As the above kind of reasoning 
had lessened my apprehensions as 



is evermore disobliging itself ! 

When the bell rang to callthQ 
servants to dinner, Betty came to 



to the Wednesday, it added to me and asked, if I had any c^m-* 
those I had of meetine Mr. Love- ' mands before she went to h^rs* 
lace — now, as seemed, not oplyjrepeating her hint, that she shoula 
the nearest, but the heaviest evil; be employed; adding, that sh^ be- 
principally indeed because n^ar- ! lieved it was ' expecte4,i that I 
est; for little did I dream (foolish [should not come up till 'she caine 
creature that I was, and everytdown, ortillldawmy auntorMiss 
way beset)! of the event proving 'Hervejr. 



what it has proved. I expected a 
contention with him , *tis true , as 
he had not my letter:; but I 
thought it would be very strange, 
as I mentioned in one of my for- 
mer*, if I, who had so steadily. 

held out against characters so as it proved!] to go thither 
« Bee p. 887. I found me not where she ' 



I silked .her some ouestions 
about tne cascade, which had been 
out of order , and lately mended ; 
and expressed a curiosity to see 
how it played , in order to induce 
her [how cunning to cheat ^ 
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it being at a part of the garden 
most distant from the ivy summer- 
hoose. * 

She could hardly have got into 
the house when I heard the first 
signal — how my heart flut- 
tered! — But no time was to be 
lost. I stept to the garden-door! 
and seeinff a dear coast, unbolted 
the already unlocked door — and 
there was be, all impatience, wait- 
ing for me. 

A panic next to fainting seized 
me when I saw him. My heart 
seemed convulsed; and I trembled 
so, that I snould hardly have 
kept my feet, had he not support- 
ed me« 

Fear nothing, dearest creature, 
said he — let us hasten away — 
the chariot is at hand — and by 
this^weet condescension, you have 
obliged me beyond expression or 
return. 

Keoovering mj spirits a little, 
as he kept (Sawing me after him, 

Mr. Lovelace, said I, I cannot 
go with you, indeed I cannot — I 
wrote you word so — let eo my 
hand, and you shall see my letter. 
It has lain there from yesterday 

:moming, till within this half^hour. 

1 bidyou watch to the last for a 
(liBttetfrom me, lest I should be ob- 

l^ed tof revoke the appointment; 
and had yon followed the direc- 
tion, fou would have found it 
. I have been watched, nnr dear- 
est life, said he, half out of breath 
-* I have been watched in every 
step I took: and my trusty servant 
has been watched too, ever since 
Saturday; and dared not to come 
^r wall. — And here we 



f' 



shall be discovered in a moment 
— Speed away, my charmer. — 
This is the moment of your de- 
liverance — if you neglect this op- 
portunity, yon never can have 
such another. 

What is it you mean, sir? — Let 
o my hand; for 1 teU you 
Struggling vehemently] that I will 
sooner die than ^o with ^rou. 

Good God ! saia he , with a look 
of wildness and surprise, what is It 
I hear I — But [stul drawing me 
after him, as he retreated fcfther 
from the door] it is no time to 
argue — by aU thafs good you 
must go — surely you cannot 
doubt my honour, nor give me 
cause to question your own. 

As you value me, Mr. Lovelace, 
urge me no further. I come fixed 
and resolved. Let me give you 
the letter I had written. My fur- 
ther reasons shall follow; and they 
will convince you that I ought not 
to go. 

Nothing, madam) can convince 
me — by all that's sacred, I will 
not leave you. To leave you now, 
would be to lose you for ever — 

Am I to be thus compelled? in- 
terrupted I , with equal indigna- 
tion and vehemence — let go my 
hands, — I am resolved not to go 
with you — and I will convince 
you that I ought not. 

All my miends expect yoo, 
madam ^— all your own are de- 
termined against you — Wednes- 
day next is the day, the important, 
perhaps the fatal day! l^old 
you stay to be Solmes*8;mM^ 
Can this bo your detorminaAMiat 
last? 
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No , nerer, never, will I be that too — since if you stay, yon will 
man's — but I will not go with inevitably be Solmes^s wife, 
you! [Draw me not thus — how Not so, interrupted I — I have 
dare you. sir? I would not have obliged them in one point. They 
seen you, out to tell you so.] I had will be in good humour with me« 
not met you, but for fear you I shall gain time at least. I am 
would have been guilty of some sure I shall. I have several wayii 
rashness — and, once more, I will to sain time. 
not ^o — what mean you? — And what, madam, will gaining 
StriviDj^ with all my force to get time do? It is plain you have not 
from him. I a hope beyond that — it is plaili 

What can have possessed my you have not , bj putting all upon 
angel, said he, [quitting my hands, that precarious issue. Omydear- 
and with a gentler voice] that after «»*» dearest life, let me beseech 
so much ill-usage from your rela- jo^ ^^^ ^ "^^ * '*®* ^\ ^^^ ^^^' 
tions ; vows so solemn on my part; sequence. I can conviijce you, 
and affection so ardent; you stab that it will be more than a risk if 
mewitharefusaltostandbyyour j;o^ go back, that you will on 
own appointment? Wednesday next be Solmes s wife. 

We have no time to talk, Mr.1-.P'e^«»^» therefore, nowthatit 
Lbvelace. I will give you my'isi" 7<>^' P?!'er to prevent, the 

rei^ons at a better opportunity. l/a*af "J^'^^^ff ^^f ^ Y'" ^""^"^ 
camiot go with you now - and^«$^«'.J^''e?d[«l certamty. 
oncemo?e, urge me no further - L ^hile I have any room for 
surely, I am not to be compelled hope, it concerns vowr honour Mr. 
by every body! !i''^''®X®' f* 7^" *^ °"°® ^'I^'^a 

t^lffJ^rJiV^T^lnT i; H'y <50nduct iu this gT^at poi^t 

what^a severe fate is mjne-at ,J^ j^. ^. J^^^^^^ 
^gth your spirit is subduedJ ~-| Your pru&nce, madam I when 
your brother and sister have pre- U *",*'. aaeiitionfthle? Y«t 
▼ailed: and I must give up ^my '^^ ^^^ ^^ questionaDler Y«t 



hopes to a wretch so truly de- 
spicable — 

Once more I tell^you, interrupt- 
ed I, I never will he his ~- all may 
end on Wednesday di£Berently 



what stead has either your pru- 
dence or your duty stood you in, 
with people so strangely detef- 
minedT? .^ 

And then he pathetically enu- 
merated the different instances of 



from what you expect— ,^1^^ j^^^h treatment I had met 

And it 9iay no// —And then, I ^^h; imputing all to the malice 

good heavens ! I ^nd capnce of a brother , who set 

It is to be their last effort, as I every body against him: ar"" ' 

have reason to believe — ; aisting, that I had no other ' 

And I have reason to believe so bring about a reconciliatif 
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my father and uncles, than by 
patting myself out of the power 
of my orother's inveterate malice. 

Your brother's whole reliance, 
proceeded he, has been upon your 
easiness to bear his insults, x our 
whole family will seek to vou^ 
when you have freed yourself rrom 
this disgraceful oppression. When 
they know you are with those who 
(7^ and wilt right you, they will 
give up to you your own estate. 
Why then, putting his arms 
around me, and again drawing me 
with a ^ntle force after him, do 
you hesitate a moment? — Now is 
the time — fly with me then, I be-; 
seech you,, my dearest creature 1 
Trust your persecuted adorer. 
Have we not suflered in the same 
cause? If any imputations are 
cast upon you, give me the honour 
(as I shall he found to deserve it^ to 
call you mine; and, when you are 
so, shall 1 not be able to protect 
both your person and character? . 

Ur^e me no more, Mr. Lovelace, 
I conjure you. You yourself have 
given me a hint, which I will speak 

Elainer to, than prudence, per* 
aps, on any other occasion, would 
allow. I am Qonvinced, that Wed- 
nesday next (if I had time I would 
givp you my reasons) is not in- 
tended to he the day we had both 
so much dreaded: and if after that 
day shall be over J find my friends 
determined in Mr. Solmes^ favour, 
I will then contrive some way to 
meet you with Miss Howe , who is 
not your enemy: and when the 
solemnity has passed, I shall 
think that step a duty, which till 
then will be criminal to take : since 



now my father*s anthoritf is un- 
impeached by any greater. 

Dearest madam — 

Nay, Mr. Lovelace, ifj^ounow 
dispute .— if,, after this more 
favourable declaration, than I had 
the thought of making, you are 
not satisfied, I shall know what to 
think both of your gratitude and 
generosity. 

Tfie case, madam, admits not of 
this alternative. I am all gratitude 
upoii it. I cannot express how 
much I should be delighted with 
the charming hope you have given 
me, were you not next Wedn^ 
day, if you stay, to be another 
man*s. Think, dearest creature! 
what an heightening of my an- 
guish the distant hope you bid 
me look up to, is, taken in this 
light! 

' Depend, depend upon it , I will 
sooner die than be Mr. Solmes's. 
If you would have mc rely upon 
your, honour, why should yoa 
doubt of mtW? 

I doubt notyour ^notir . madam ; 
your power is all I douot. Yon 
never, never can have such another 
opportunity. — Dearest creature, 
permit me — and he was again 
drawing me after him. 

Whitner, sir, do you draw me? 
Leave me this moment ~ do you 
seek to keep me till my return 
shall grow dangerous or imprac- 
ticable ? This moment let me so, 
if YOU would have me think toie- 
ranlyofyou. <« 

My happiness, madam, both 
here and hereafter, and the safety 
of 9M your implacable family , de- 
pend upon this moment. 
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To Providence, Mr. Loyelace, dency, that, knowing the riolence 
and to the law, will I leave the of his temper, half-concerned me 
safetj of my friends. Yon shall for him. Yet I was hastening from 
not threaten me into a rashness him, when, with a solemn air, 
that my heart condemns!' — Shall looking upon his sword, but 
I, to promote your happiness , as catching, as it were^his hand from 
yoil call it^ destroy ail my future it, he folded both his arms, as if a 
peace of mmd? ' sudden thought had recovered him 

You trifle with me, my dear life, frohi an Intended rashness, 
just as our better prospects begin Stay, one moment — but one 
to open. The way is clear; just moment stay, O best beloved of 
now it is clear; bat you may be my soul!— Your retreat is secure/ 
prevented in a moment. What is if you mil go ; the key lies doWn 
it you doubt? — May I perish at the door. -^ But, madam; 
eternally , if your, will shall not be next Wednesday , and you are Mr. 
a law to me in every thing! AH my Solmes's! — Fly me not so eager- 
relations expect you. Your own ly — hear me but a few words, 
appointment calls upon you. Next When near the garden door I 
Wednesday! — Dearest creature! stopped; and was Uie moresatis- 
think of next Wednesday! — And fiea, a^ I saw the key there, by 
to what is it I urge you , but to which { could let mvself in again 
take a step that sooner than ^nv at pleasure. But, being uneasy 
other will reconcile you to all lest I should be missed, told him, I 
whom you have most reason to could stay no longer. I had al- 
value in your family? ready staid too long. 1 would 

Let me judge for myself, sir. write to him all my reasons. And 
Do not you, who blame my friends depend upon it, Mr. Lovelace, 
for endeavouring to compel me, said I, [just upon the point of 
yourself seek to compel me. I stooping for the key, in order td 
won*t bear it. Your eamestness return] I will die, rather than 
gives me greater apprehensions, have that man. You know what I 
and greater reluctance. Let me* have promised, if I find myself in 
^ back 9 then — let me , before it danger. 

18 too late, go back, that it may One word, madam, however; 
not be worse for both. — What one word more [approaching me, 
mean you by this forcible treat- his arms still folded , as if, as I 
ment? Is it thus that I am to thought, he would not be tempted 
judge of the entire submission to to mischief.] Remember only, that 
my will which you have so often I come at your appointment, to 
vowed! — Unhand me this mo- redeem you, at the hazard of my 
ment, or I will cry out for help. life, from your gaolers and per- 

I will obev you, my dearest secutors, with a resolution, God is 
creature!-^ And quitted my hand my witness, or may he for p 
with' a look fall of tender (fespon^ blast me! [that was his shoe 
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iiDprecationI tobeafother, iniclef{ chance for it; for is not the day 
brother, and, as I humbly hoped,' after to-morrow Wednesday f I 
myovLT own sood time , a husband hare encouraged Tiralence by my 
to yoQ, all m one. ' 6nt since ijtameness — xet tame I will still 
find you are so ready to cry out for , be. You shall see, madam, .what 
help against me, which must bring I will bear for your sake. My 
down upon me the yengeance oi ! sword shall be put sheathed into 
aliyour family. I am contented to your hands [ana he offered it to 
run all risks. I will not ask you to ' me in the scabbard] — my heart, 
retreat with me; I will attend you! if you please, clapping one hand 
^otliegarden,and into the Aou^e,' upon his breast, sha|i afford 



if I am not intercepted. 

' Nay, be not surprised, madam 

The nelp you would have called 



sheath for your brother's sword. 
Life is nothing, if I lose you -^ 
Be pleased, madam, to^hew me 



for, I win attend you to ; for I will ; the way into the garden [moyins 
face them all: but not as a | towards the door.] I wilt attend 
revenger, if they provoke me not you. though to mv fate! — Bu4 
too much. You shall see what I. too napp^, be it what it will, if I 
can further bear for your sake — receive it in your presence. Lead 
and let usbothsee, if ezpostula-|on dear creature! [putting his 
tion and the behaviourof a gentle- 1 sword into his belt] — you shaU 
man to them will not procure me see what I can bear for you. And 
the treatment due to a gentleman he stooped and took up the key^ 
/rom them. 'and offered it to the lock; boA 

Had he offered to draw his sword dropped it again, without opening 
upon himself , I was prepared to, the doo^, upon my earnest ex- 
have despised him for supposing postulations. 
me such a poor novice, as to be, What can you mean, Mr. Love- 
intimidated by an artifice so com- lace? -v^ said I — would you thus 
mon. But this resolution, uttered ^ expose yourself? Would you thus 
with so serious an air, or accom- ' expose mef — Is this your gene- 
panyingme in to my friends, made rosity? Is every body to take ad- 
jhegasp with terror. i vantage thus of the weakness of 

What mean you, Mr. Lovelace? my temper? >> 

said X. I beseech you , leave me And I wept I could not help it. 
— leave me, sir, I beseech you. | He threwhimself upon his kneeis 
' ( jEiXOose m6,' madam! I beg you at m^ feet — Who can bear, said 
to excuse me. I have long enough he [with an ardour that could npt 
sculked like a thief about these be feigned, his own eves fflisteii- 
lonely walls — long, too long, have ing] wno can bear to behold such 
Ibome the instdts of your brother, sweet emotion? — charmer of 
and otiier of your relations. Ab- , my heart I [and , respectfuliy stiU 
sencebut heightens malice. lam kneeling, he took my hand with 
desperate. I have but this one both hip, pressing it to his lipa] 
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CfMnnumd me mmVA yoa, coauQftnd 
ine from yoa; in etetj w&y I am 
all implicit obedience — bat I ap- 
peal to all yon kno v of yoor rela- 
tions* cradty to you^ their de- 
termined malice against m^, and 
as determined favour to the man 
yon tell me you hate (and, oh! 
madam, if yon did not hate him, 1 
should nardly think there would 
be a merit in your approbatioD, 
place it where you would) — I ap- 
peal to every tniu^ you know, to 
all you have suffered, whether 
YOU have not reason to be appre- 
hensive of that Wednesday which 
is my terror! — Whether you can 
possibly have such another op- 
portunity — the chariot ready: 
my friends with impatience ex- 
pectiug the result of vour oum 
appointment: a man whose will 
^all be entirely your will, im- 
p\6Tnn^ you, thus, on his knees, 



Had I, madam, but the shadow 

of a probability to hope what you 
hope, I wouldf be all obedience 
and resiniation. But the licence 
is actualTj^ got: the parson is pro* 
vided: the pedant Brand is tiie 
man* .• my dearest creature, do 
these preparations mean. only a 
trial? '^ 

You know not, sir, were the 
worst to be intended, and weak at 
you think me, what a spirit I have s 
you know not what I can do, and 
how I can resist, when I think 
myself meanly or unreasonabljr 
dealt with: nor do you know what 
I have already suffered, what I 
have already borne, knowing to 
whose unbrotherly instigations all 
Is to be ascribed. 

I may expect all things, madam, 
interrupted he, from the nobleness 
of your mind. ^ But your spirits 
may fail you — what may not be 

the invincible 



positive, to a 
— Fainting 

froof 1 8haU apjimar to deserve iu will^not save ychi: they will not, 
*ortune, alliance, unobjeotible!— j^erhaps, be sorry for. such an ef- 
Q my beloved creature! pressing feet ot their barbarity. What will 
my hand once more to his lips, let signify expostulations against a 
not such an opportunity slip, you ceremony performed? Must no^ 



never, never, will have such an 



other. 

I bid him rise. He arose ; and 
I told him , that were I not thus 
onaccountably hurried by his im- 



a//, the dreadful all follow, this is 
torture to my heart but to think 
of? Nobody to appeal to, of what 
avail will your resistance be 
against the consequences of a rite 

patience, I doub:ed not to con- 1 witnessed to by the imposers of it; 

vince him, that both he and I had and those your nearest relations? 



looked upon next Wednesday with 
greater apprehension than was 
necessary. I was proceeding to 
^ve him my reasons ; but he broke 
m upon me -? 



I was sure, I said, of procuring 
a delay at least; many ways I had 
to procure delay, liothing could 
be so fatal to us both, as for me 
now to be found with him. My 
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tpprehenfknif Oil tiiis score, I told 
him, grew too ttroiM^ for my heart. 
I should think very murdly ^ him, 
if he sought to detun me longer. 
Bat his acquiescence should en- 
gage my gratitude. 

And then stooping to take up 
the key to let myself into the 
^;arden, he started, and looked as 
if he had heard somebody near the 
door, on the inside; clapping his 
hand on his sword. 

This frighted me so, that I 
thought I sDOttld hare sunk down 
at his feet. But he instantly re- 
assured me: he thought, he said, 
he had heard a rustling against 
the door: but had it been so, the 
noise would have|been stronger. 
It was only the effect of his ap- 
prehension for me. 

Aiid then taking up the key, he 
presented it to me, — If you will 
go, madam, — yet I cannot, can- 
not leave you! -^ I must enter the 
garden with you — foreive me, 
ut I must enter the garden with 
you. 

And will you, will you thus un- 
generously, Mr. Lovelace, take 
advantage of my fears? — of my 
wishes to prevent mischief? I, 
vain fool, to be concerned for 
everyone; nobody for me! 

Dearest creature! interrupted 
he, holding my hand, as trem- 
blingly offered to })ut the key to 
the lock — let me, if you will go, 
open the door. But once more 
consider, could you possibly ob- 
tain that delay which seems to be 
your only dependance, whether 
f ou may not oe closer confined? 
* they have already had ^dt 



.in consideration. Wm you not, 
in this case, be prevented from 
corresponding either with Miss 
Howe, or with me? — Who then 
shall assist you in jour eseape, if 
escape you would? — From jowt 
chambco'-window only permitted 
to view the garden you must not 
enter into, how will you wish for 
the opportunity you now have, if 
your hatred to Solmes continue! 
— But, alas ! that cannot continue. 
If you go back, it must be ftont 
the impulses of a yielding (which 
you'll call, a dutind) heart, tired 
and teazed out of your own wilL 

I have no patience, sir, to be 
thus constrained. Must I never be 
at liberty to follow my own judg- 
ment? Be the consequence what 
it may, I will not be thus^oon- 
strained. 

And then, freeing my hand, I 
again offered the kevto the door. 

Down the ready kneeler dropt 
between me and that: and can 
vou, madam, once more on mv 
knees let me ask you, look with 
an indifferent eye upon the evils 
that may follow? Provoked as I 
have been, and triumphed over as 
I shall be, if your brother succeeds, 
my own heart shudders, at times, 
at the thoughts of what must 
happen; and can yours be un* 
concerned? Let me beseech you. 
dearest creature, to consider all 
these things ; and lose not this only 
opportunity. My intelligence — 

Sever, Mr. Lovelace, inter- 
rupted I , give so much credit to 
the words of a traitor: Your base 
intelligencer is but a servant. He 
may pretend to know more than 
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tie has grounds for, in order to an enraged sister screaming, and 
earn the wages of coiTuption. Yon a father armed with terror in his 
know not what contrivaaces I can coantenance more dreadfal than 
find out. I even the drawn sword which I saw, 

I was once more offering the or those I apprehended. I ran as 
key to the lock, when, starting fast as he; yet knew not that I 
from his knees , with a voice of ran ; my fears adding wings to my 



affinghtment, loudly whispering, 
and as if out of breath, lliey are at 



feet, at the same time that th^ 
took all power of thinking from 



the door J my beloved creature! And! me — my fears, which probably 
taking the key from me, be flut- would not have suffered me to 
teredwithit,asif he would double* know what course to take, had I 
lock it. And instantly a voice from • not had him to uree and draw me 
within (H*ied oat, bursting against after him: especially as I beheld 



the door, as if io break it open, 
the person repeating his violent 
pushes, Are you there? — Comevp 
ifn'jt moment! — Y%w moment! — 
Here they are — Here they are both 
together! — Ytmr pistol this moment! 
lour gun! — Then another push, 
and another. He at the same 
moment drew his sword, and 
clapping it naked under bis arm, 
took both my trembling hands in 



a man , who must have come out 
of tHe door, keeping us in his eye, 
running now towards us; then 
back to the garden, beckonins 
and calling to others, whom I 
supposed he saw, although the 
turning of the wall hindered me 
from seeing them ; and whom , I 
imagined to be my brother, my 
father, and their servants. 

Thus terrified, I was got out of 



his; and drawing mc swiftly after isi^ht of the door in a very few 
him, Fl^, fly, my charmer; this mmutes: and then, although quite 
moment is all you have for it, said j breathless between running and 
he. — Your brother! — Your uncles !• apprehension, he put my arm 

— Or this Solmes ! They will in- j under his, his drawn sword in the 
stantly burst the door — fly, my other hand, and harried me on 
dearest life, if yon would not be still faster: my voice, however, 
more cruelly used than ever — if j contradicting ray action, crying, 
you would not see two or three No, no, no, all the while ;stTaiDing 
murders committed at your feet, my neck to look back, as long as 
fly, fly, I beseech jou. — O Lord! the walls of the warden and park 

— help, help! cried the fool, all were within sight, and till he 
in amaze and confusion, frighted brought me to the chariot: where, 
beyond the power of controlling, j attending, were two armed ser- 

Now behind me, now before me, ' vants of nis own, and two of Lord 
now on this side, now on that, M.*s on horseback, 
turned I my ^affrighted face, in the Here I must suspend m 
same moment; expecting a furious tion for a while: for nr 
brotherhere,armedservantsthere,'come to this sad period 

Clurista, L 28 
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indiscretion stares me in the face; his corrupted implement, employ- 
and my shame and my grief give ed to frighten me away with him, 
me a compunction that is more do you think, my dear, that I shall 

Soignant methinks than if I had a not have reason to hate him, and 
agger in mv heart To have it myself still more? I hope his heart 
to reflect, that I should so in- cannot be so deep and so vile a 
considerately give in to an intei'- one: I hope it cannot I But how 
view, which, had I known either came it to pass that one man 
myself or him, or in the least con- jrcould get out at the garden door, 
ndered the circumstances of the and no more? How that man 
ease, I might have supposed, kept aloof, as it were, and pursued 
would put me into the power of us not; nor ran. back to alarm the 
his resolution, and out of that of house? My fright, and my distance, 
my own reason. {would not let me be certain; but 

For, might I not have believed, reallv, this man, as 1 now recol- 
that Af, who thought he had cause lect,had the air of that vile Joseph 
to apprehend that he was on the Leman. 

point of losing a person who had ! why, why, my dear friendsj — 
cost him so much pains and Butwherefore blame I them, when 
trouble, would not hinder her. if I had argued myself into a hope, 
possible, from returning? That 'not improbable, that even the 
he, who knew I had promised to ^ dreadful trial I was to undergo bo 
give^him up for ever, if insisted on soon might turn out better than if 
as a condition of reconciliation, 1 1 had been directly carried away 
would not endeavour to put it out , from the presence of my once in- 
of my power to do so? In short, jdulgent parents, who might pos- 
that ne, who had artfully forborne ' sibly intend that trial to be the 
to send for my letter (Cor he could last I should have had? 
not be watched, my dear) lest he' Would to heaven, that I had 
should find in it a countermand stood it however! Then if I had 
to mv appointment, (as I myself afterwards done,, what now I have 
could apprehend, although I pro- 1 been prevailed upon, or perhaps 
fited not by the apprehension) | foolishly frightened to do, 1 should 
would want a device to keep me , not have been stung so much by 
with him till the danger of having inward reproach as now I am : 
our meeting discovered mi^ht and this would have been a great 
throw me absolutely into his , evil avoided, 
power, to avoid my own worse, You know, my dear, that vour 
usaffe, and the mischiefs which Clarissa's mind was ever above 
might have ensued] (perhaps in justifying her own failings by 
my very si^ht) had my friends those of others. €rod forgive those 
and he met r of my friends who have acted 

'•^ if it shall come out, that | cruelly by me I But their faults 
rson within the garden was ari their own, and not excuses for 
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mine. And mine began early: for the date of my letter, thai it was 
I onght not to have corre^onded his Own fanlt, that he had it not 
with him. before. But, governed by ^ sa$M 

Othe vile encroacher! how my pra^ma/tca/ motEVto which induced 
indignation, at times, rises at him I me to correspond with lum at first, 
Thus to lead a yoang creature I was again afraid, truly, with my 
(too much indeed relying upon foolish and busy prescience, that 
her own strength) from eyil to the disappointment would hare 
evil! — This last evil, although thrown hmi into the way of re- 
the remote J yet sure consequence ceivingfiresh insults from the same 
of my firsts — • my prohibited cor- persons,.. which might have made 
respondence! By a father early him guilty of some violence to 
pronibited. them. And so to save him an op- 

How much more properly had I prehended rashness, I have rushed 
.*lu5ted, with regard to that cor* into a rea/ one myself. And what 
respondence, had I, once for all, vexes me more, is, that it is jjlain 
when he was forbidden to visit me, to me now, by all his behaviour, 
and! to receive his visits, pleaded that he had as great a confidence 
the authority by which I ou^^ht to in my weakness, as I had in my 
have been bound , and denied to own strength. And so, in a point, 
write to him! — JBut I thought I entirely rd itive to my honour, he 
could proceeci or .ftop, as I pleased, has tnumphed; for he has not 
I supposed it concerned me more been mistaken in me, while I have 
than any other ^ to be the arbitress in myself! 

of the quarrels of uwuly spinis. Tell me, n^y dear Miss Howe* 

And now I find mv presumption tell me truly^f your unbiassed 

punished — punisned, as other heart does not ol^pise me?— -It 

sins frequently are, by tV^tf//*. must! for your mmd and mine 

As to this last rashness; now, were ever one; and I a^sgise fitv- 

that it is too late, I plainly see self J — And well I may: for could 

how I ouffht to have conducted the giddiest and most incon* 

myself. As he knew I had but siderate girl in England have done 

one way of transmitting to. him worse t^anlshall appear to have 

the knowledge of what Eefel me; done^n the eye of the world? 

as he knew, tnatm^ fate was upon Since my crime will be known 

a crisis with my friends ; and that without the provocations, and 

I had in my letter to him, reserved without the artifices of the be^ 

the liberty of revocation; I should trayer too; while it will be a high 

not have been solicitous whether aggravation, that better things 

he had got my letter or not: when were expected from me, than from 

he had come , and found I did not many others. 

answer his signal, he would pre* You charge me to marry t" 

sQntly have resorted to the loose opportunity — Ah! my de 

bricks, ai|d there been satisfied by obiter of the blessed effect 
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I betides |;iTe a tanction im- snatches of time; my hand 
mediately to his delndiDg arts? — bfii^ too with fa^goe and grief. 
Can I avoid being aogiy with him 1 will not add to the length of it, 
lor trieksng me tEns , as I may say by the {MUtieolanof his beharionr 
(and as I hare called it to him) out to me . and of oor conTersation at 
of mynelff"^ For compelling me St. Alban's, and since; becaose 
to Uke a step so contrary to^all those will eome in coarse in tiie 
my resolutions and assorances continuation of my story ; which 
giren to ;^oo ; a step so dreadfully no doubt you will expect firom me. 
meonrenient to myself; so dis-| Only thus much I will say , that 
graeefdl and so grierous (as it he is extremely respectful (even 
most be> to my dear mother, were obsequiously so) at present, 
I to be less regardful of any other though I am so much dissatisfied 
of my family or friends — you with him and myself, that he has 
don't know, nor can you imagine, hitherto had no ^reat cause to 
iny dear, how I am mortified! — praise my complaisance to him. 
How much I am sunk in my own Indeed , I can nardly , at times, 
opinion -—If- that was proposed bear the seducer in my sight 
for an example, truly, to others ! j The lodgings I am in are Incon- 

that I were again In my father^s venient. f shall not stay in them : 
house, stealing down with a letter | so it signifies nothing to tell you 
to you 2 my heart beating with ex- how to direct to me hither. And 
p€«tationof0Dding one /rom you. where my next may be, as yet I 

n n 1^ know not. 

He knows that I am writing to 
Tris is the Wednesday morning you; and has offered to send my 

1 dreaded so much, that I once.letter, when finished, by a servant 
thought of it as the day of mj of his. But I thought I could not 
doom: but of the Monday, it is be too cautious, as I am now 
plain I ouffht to have been most situated, in having a letter of this 
apprehensive. Had 1 8taye<^ and importance conveyed to you. 
had the worst I dreaded happened, 
my friends would then have been 
aniwerable for the consequenees, 
if any bad ones had followed: 
-^ but now, I have this only 
oonsoUtion left me fa very poor 
one, you'll say!) tnat I nave 



Wno knows what such a man may 

do? So very wicked a contriver. 

The contrivance, if a contrivance, 

to get me away, so insolently 

mean! — But 1 hope it is not a 

contrivance neither! — Yet, be 

VH«, /w*. .. ^j ./ «»«. M ....*«. that as it will, I must say, that the 

cleared thorn of'^blame, and taken best of him, and of my prospects 

it all upon myself! ' \ with him, are bad : and yet, having 

You will not wonder to see this 'enrolled myself among^ the too-late 

•mtlve so dismally scrawled, r^penters, who shall pity me? 
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Nevertheless,! win dare to hope prey then to that cursed Sohnes, 
for a continned interest in your, whose vile stinginess will never 
affections, [I shaU be miserable in- permit him to do §ood to any of 
deed if I may not!] and to be re- the servants of the family, 
membered in your dailj^ prayers. | I have no doubt of your fidelity « 
For neithertime nor accident shall, honest Joseph; nor of your zeal 



ever makerme cease to be 

Your faithful and affectionate 
Clabissa Hablowb. 



\ LETTSB XCIV. 
Hr. liOYelaoe to Joseph Lemaa. 

BOXBIT J08XPS, Sat. April 8. 

At length your beloved youne 
lady has consented to free herself 
from the cruel treatment she has 



to serve an iigured gentleman, and 
an oppressed young lady. You 
see by the confidence I repose in 
you, that I have not; more par- 
ticularly, on this very important 
occasion, in which your assistance 
may crown the work: for, if she 
waver, a little innocent con* 
trivance will be necessarv. 

Be very mindful therefore of the 
following directions: take them 
into your heart. This will pro- 



80 long borne. She is to meet me bablv be your last trouble , until 
without the gardendoor, at about my beloved and I^a^ joined in 



four o'clock on Monday afternoon. 
I told vou she had promised to do 
so. She has confirmed her pro- 
mise. Thank heaven, she has con- 
firmed her promise. 

I shall have a chariot-and-six 
ready in the byroad fronting the 
private path to Uarlowe Paddock ; 
and several of my.friends and ser- 
vants not far off, armed to protect 
her, if there be occasion : but every 
one charged to avoid mischief. 
That, you know, has always been 
my principal care. 

iull my fear is, that when she 
c<Hnes to the point, the over nice- 
ness of her principles will make 
her waver, and want to go back: 
although her honour is my honour 
yott know, and mine is hers. If she 
should, and should I be unable to 
prevail upon her, all ypur pasj^j 



holy wedlock: an(j[ then we will 
be sure to take care of you. You 
know what I have promised. No 
man ever reproached me for breach 
of word. 

These, then, honest Joseph, are 
they: 

Contriye to be in the garden , in 
disguise, if possible, and unseen by 
your young lady. If you find the 

farden door unbolted, you will 
now that she and I are together, 
although yqvL should not see her 
go oiit at it. It will be locked, but 
m^ key shall be on the ground just 
without the door, that you may 
open it with yours, as it may be 
needful. 

If you hear our voices parleying, 
keep at the door till I cry hem, 
h^m^^ tyfice : but be watchful for 
this signal; for I mi^st n'^'^ ^ 



services will avail nothing, and very loud, lest she shoul 
she will be lost to me for ever ; the ' for a signal. Perhaps , 
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gliiiR to prerail upon the dear 
orealure, I may liaye an op- 
pOTtanity to Btrike the door hard 
with my elbow, or heel, to confnii 
you — then you are to make a 
violent burst against the door, as 
if yon woold break it open, draw- 
inft backward and forward the 
bolt in ahnxTf : then, with another 
push, but with more noise tiian 
strength . lest the lock give way, 
cry out (as if you saw some of the 
ramily), come up. come up, in- 
stantly! — Here tney are! Here 
they are! — Hasten! — This in- 
stant! Hasten! And mention 
swords, pistob) guns, with as 
terrible a yoice as yon can cry out 
with. Then shall I preyaii upon 
her, no doubt, if loth before, to fly. 
If I cannot,! will enter the garden 



will suppose of my proeoring (it 
being new) and left open by us. 

They should conclude she is 
gone on by her own consent, that 
they may not pursue us: ihatthey 
may see no hopes of tempting her 
back a^ain. in either case, mis- 
chief might happen, you know. 

But you must take notice, that 
you are only to open the door with 
your key, in case none of the 
family come up to interrupt ub, 
and before we are quite gone: for, 
if Ithey do, you'll find by what 
follows, that you must not open 
the door at alL Let them, on 
breaking it open, or by gettin£^ 
over the wall, find my key on the 
ground, if they will. 

If they do not come to intenrnpt 
us, and if ydu, by help of your 



with her, and the house too, be ™'» "« " 7 . '^"w ° 
the consequence what it will But f®y» come Out. foUow 



usatadis- 
itance; and, vnth uplifbed hands, 
and wild and impatient ^estutea 
rrunning backward and torward, 
tor fear you should come too near 
us; and as if you saw somebody 
coming to your assistance) cry out 
for help, help, and to hasten. 
Then snail we be soon at the 
chariot. 

Tell the family, that you saw 
me enter a chariot mih her: a 
dozen, or more, men on horseback, 
attenaiog us; all armed; some 
with bianderbudses, as you be- 
lieye; and that we took toe quite 

contrary way to that we shall 

it in your pocket: |**ke. 

*ormme, put it in j Tou see, honest Joseph, how 
side J that it may 'careful I am, as well as you, to 
door was opened [ ayoid mischief. 
k$y, whichtheyl Obsenre to keep at such a 



soaffirighted, there is no question 
but she will fly. 

When you think us at a suffi- 
cient distance [and I shall raise 
my yoice urging her swifter flight, 
that you may ^ess at that] then 
open the door with your key : but 
you must be sure to open it yery 
cautiously, lest we should not be 
far enough off, I would not haye 
her know you have a hand in this 
matter , out of my great regard to 
you. 

When you have opened the 
door, take yo^r key out of the 
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distance that sbe maynotdiscoyer 
who 70a are. Take long strides, | 
to alter joui gait; and hold up 
your head, honest Joseph: ana 
she'U not know it to be you. Men's 
airs and gaits are as various and 
as peculiar as their faces. Pluck 
a stake out of one of the hedges; 
and tug at it. though it may come 
easv: this, if cfhe turn back, will 
look terrible, and account forroiu: 
not following us faster. Then, 
returning wim it, shouldered, brag 
to the family what you woula have 
done, could you have overtaken 
OS, rather than your young lady 
should have^been carried off by 
such a — and you may call me 
names, and curse me. And these 
airs will make you look valiant, 
and in earnest. You see, honest 
Joseph, I am always contriving to 
give you reputation. Ko man 
suffers by servmg me. 

But, if our ])arley should last 
longer than I wish ; and' if any of 
her friends nriss her before t jpry, 
hem, hem^ twice ; then, in order to 
save yourself (which is a' very 
great point with me, I assure you) 
makethesame noise as above : but 
as I directed before, open not the 
door with your key. On the con- 
trary, wish for a key with all your 
heart; but forbear any of them 
should by accident have a key 
about them, keep in readiness half 
a dozen little gravel-stones, no 
bigger than peas, and thrust two 
or three slil^ into the key-hole: 
which will hmder their key from 
turning round. It is good, you 
know, Joseph, t6 provide against 
every acciaent in such an im- 



Eortant case as this. And let this 
e your cry instead of the other, if 
any of my enemies come in your 
sight, as you seem to be trying to 
burst the door open. Sir! sir! or 
Madam! madam! Lord, hasten! 
Mr. Lovelace! — Mr. Lovelace! 
— And very loud — and that shall 
quicken me more than it shall 
those you call to. — Ifit.be Betty, 
and only Bet^,I shall think worse 
of your art of making love,* than 
of your fidelity, if you can*t find a 
way to amuse her, and put her 
upon a false scent. 

You must tell them, that your 
young lady seemed to run as fast 
off with me , as I with her. This 
will also confirm to them, that all 
puirsuit is in vain. An end will 
hereby be put. to Solmes*s hopes: 
and her friends, after a while, will 
be more studious to be reconciled 
to her, than to get her back. So 
you will be an happy instrument 
of great good to all round. And 
this will one day be acknowledged 
by both families. You will l£en 
be ^ every one's favourite; and 
every good servant, for the tuture, 
will be proud to be likened to 
boniest Joseph Leman. . 

If she should guess at you, or 
find you out, I have it already in 
my head to write a letter fw you 
to copy;** which occasionally 

E reduced, will set yOu: right wiw 
er. 

This one time be'tcliligent, be 
clureAil: this will be the crown of 



* See p. 830. 
»• See Vol. n. letter zvil. 
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all: and once more, depend for a 
recompense upon the honoor of 
Your asflored fnend, 

B. LOYBLACB. 

Ton need not be so mnch afraid 
of going too far with Betty. 
If you should make a match 
witn her, she is a rery likely 
creatore, though a vixen, as 
you say. I have an admirable 
receipt to cure a termagant 
wife. — Never Year, Joseph, 
but thou shalt be master of 
thine house. If she be very 
troublesome, I can teach thee 
how to break her heart in a 
twelvemonth; and honestly 
too: — or the precept would 
not be mine. 

I inclose a new earnest of my 
future favour. 



dearest young lady. Grod love her 
— But who can oe uhkiBd to 
she? 

^ I wiU do the best I am able, 
since your honner will be apt to 
lose her, as your honner says, if I 
do not ; and a man so stingie will 
be apt to gain her. Bui mavhap 
my deareste young lady wiU not 
make all this trubble needfuL If 
shehaspromissedf she will stand 
to it, I dare to say. 

I love your honner for contrive- 
ing to save mischief so welL I 
thought till I know'd your honner, 
that you was verry mischevous, 
and plese your honner: but find it 
to be clene contrary. Your hon- 
ner, it is plane, means mighty well 
by every Dody, as far as I see. As 
I am sure I do myself; for I am, 
althoff a very plane man , and all 
that, a verry honnest one, I thank 
my God. And have good prin- 
cipels, and have kept my young 

ToRobertLov«l»ce,B«qulre,hi.Honner. [^f^ prcssepts always m nunif: 

for she goes no- where, but saves a 



LETTER XCV. 



SundAj morning, April 9. 
HOvrasBD sn, 

I MUST confesse I am infinnitel 
oblidged toyourHonner's bount 
But this last command! — It 
seems 60 intricket! Lord be merci- 
ful to me, how have I been led 
from littel stepps to grate stepps ! 
-*• And if I should be found out I 
— • But your honner says, you will 
take me into your honner*s sar- 
vise, and proteckt me, if as I 
should at any time be found out; 



soul or two, more or less. 

So commending myself to yoxvt 
honner^s further favour, not for- 
getting the inne , when your hon- 
ner shall so please, and a good 
one offers; for plases are no in- 
herritanses now-a-da^rs. And, I 
hope, your honner will not think 
me a dishonest man for sarvinge 
jjrour honner agenst my duty, as 
it may look; but only as my con- 
sl^ce clears me. 

Be pleased, howsomever, if it 



and raise my wages besides; or like your honner, not to call me, 

set me upp in a good inne ; which ', honnest Joseph^ and honnest Joseph^ 

~>*nbishion. And you will \ so pften. For, althoff I think my- 

"able and kind to my self verry honnest, and all that; 
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fet I am touched a littel , for fear 
should not do the quite right 
thine: and too-besides, jonv hon-< 
ner nas such a fesseshious way 
with YOU, as that I hardly know 
whether you are in jest or earnest, 
when your honner calls me hon- 
nest so often. I 

I am a verry plane man, and 
seldom have writ to such honner- 
able gentlemen; so you will be 
good enuff to pass by every-thing, 
as I have often said, and need not 
now say over again. 

As to Mrs. Betty; I tho*te, in- 
deed, she looked above me. But 
she comes on verry well, nathe- 
lesse. I could like ner better, iff 
she was better to my vounglady. 
But she has too much wit for so 
plane a man. Natheless, if she 
was to an&;re me, althoff it is a 
shame to bete a woman; yet I 
colde make a shift to throe my hat 
at her, or so, your honner. 



But that same reseit, iff your 
honner so please, to cure a 
shrewish wife. It would more en- 
currese to wed, iff so be one 
knowd it before-hand, as one 
may say. So likewise, if one 
knoed one could hmnestly^ as 
your honner says, and as of the 
handy- work of God, in one twelve- 
montn — 

But I shall grow impartinent to 
such a grate man : — and hereafter 
may do for that, as she turns out : 
for one mought be loth to part 
with her, mayhap, so verry soon 
too; espessially if she was to 
make the notable lanlady your 
honner put into my head. 

Butt wonce moer, begging your 
honner*s parden, and promissine 
all dilligence and ezsacluiesse, I 
reste. 

Your honner's dewtiful sarvant 
to command, 

JosEPB Leman. 



END OF yOL. I. 
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